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Due to the leagth of Operation JUNCTION CITY, and the fact that the ration
wae conducted in two distinct phases (JUNCTION CITY I and JUNCTION CITY II), this
repuort will bedivided into two sections. The first phase will coversthe planning,
staging and execution of the parachute assault, and the inclusivs dates z2 Fsbruary
through 15 March 1967. The secord phase of this report, (JUNCTION CITY II), wili ™
coversoperations in the MINH THANH Region of WAR ZONE {C": 20 March through 13 April,
wheraupon the 173d Airborne Brigade!'s role in the operation was terminated,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AXMY
HEADQUARTERS 173D ATRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE)

AL nrn

ATU San Franciséo 30250
AVEE.SC 15 Jume 1967
-]
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Revort - Opsration JUKCTION CITY T & IT

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff
For force Development

Departmsnt of the Army
Washington, D, €, 20310

The following report is submitted in accorcance with MACY Directive Ymber
535-8. (RCS Exsapt)

1, General: Operation JUNCTION CITY was originally conceived in the latter
part of Kovember 1966, The original conceot of operations called for the employ-
ment of the 1st Infantry Division, the 173d Airborne Brigade, the 25th Infantry
Division, the 196th Light Infantry Brizade, the Gth Infantry Division (-), the 11th
Armore Cavalry Regiment (-), and the 1st Brigade of the 101lst Airbarne Division,®
Initially, the 10lst was selected to verform the parachute phase of ths overation.
The rationale behind this selection was that they were already stazed, which wonld
mean a considerable saving of time. This unit was dropped, however, since ther were
scheduled for another operation or participation in another operation in the I Corps
Tastical Zone., Operation JUNCTION CITY was aimed directly toward the destructiom of
the COSVK (Csntral Office of South Vietnam), and the 9th Korth Vistnamese Divisien.

The original date of Overation JUNCTIGR CITY was to be in the latter pa=t of
January 1967, shortly after the complstion of Operation NIAGAR//CEDAR FALLS, :ow
ever, intelligence reports of Viet Cong activity led to the 1754 Alrborne Prigade's
deployment to WAR ZONE *"D" on Operation BIG SPRING. PFlsmning continved on Operaticn
JUNCTION CITY howaver, and upon the termination of opverations in the "D ZOWR®, the
final touches were put on vlans for JUNCTION CITY ALTEHNATE.- The ner plan called
for 2 reverse in the origina® concevt of overations, that is, the Prigade was to
assault ‘the eastere tortiom of WAR ZONE *C%. and in the second phase, the western
portion, The Brigade's own study of the plsn, recomaissance ete, led to the exs-~
cuticn of the parachute assanlt phase of Cperation JUNCTICH CITY ALTESNATE. The
Frevious plan had called for the 173d Airborme Brisade’ (Separate) to comduct aire
mobile assaults and then search and destroy operations, The primary facter behind
the jump was to place the maximum mumber of troops on the ground in the shortest
pericd of time to reducr the requirement for helicopter support. In additiom, this
maneuver woalid give Allisd Forces the complsts element of surprise, leaving the ensmy
confused and scattered, nore £o than a heliborns assanlt since a lax~er force conld
be mmc“c

At 0900 hours on 22 February 1967, the jusmmaster's volice rose above the roar
of the C-130, "STAND IN THE DOOR® and Prigadier General John R, Desne Jr. shuffisd
into the right door, LTC Robert H, Signoltg, the Airborné Task Foree Commander
(2/503a Infantry (+)), took his position in the le™ door. As ihe green light fladhed,
*GO!™, General Deane jmped, leading the first parachute assanlt in the Pspublie of
TISTNAY and the first auch assaunlt since the XOREAN CONFLICT.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
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AVEE.ST 15 June 196
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Feport -~ Operation JURCTION C &I

?

(ne other person that we wocld like to cite is (hief ‘arrant Officer
P, Nelvin, presently assigned to tho Supply and Trantport°tion Campany
Support Bettalion, CWO Melvin, who is nawr 53 years ald and a resident
cisco, California, made this paracixite assault, his fifth ia over 20 [
bat service. His foar previous cambst aseaults were at GELA, SICILY, S s ST.
METE (night jump) and now, visinity of KATON, ZVN. This is s significant accomplish-
ment iR every semse,

2, Xape of Opsration: COperstion JUGECTION CITY ALYERNATE

62323.:[1 Jsferences: MNaps, Vietnmm, 1:50,000, Series L-7014, Sheets 6232 II and

&, Type of Operstion: Parachwte Assanlt and Search and Destroy
5. Dats of Opsrsticn: 22 Petruary through 15 Narch 1967

6. Location: Northern TAY NIMH PROVINCE, vicinity of KATIM (WAR Z(ME °C*®)
7. Command Headquarters: 173d Airborne Brigade (Seperate)

8. Ieporting Officer: Srigadier General Jom R. Desne Jr.

9. Zask Yorce Orgamization:
Operetion JUNCTION CIYY ALYERNATE

i
§is

E

Beliborne Task Farce

1/503d Inf - LYC SACRS 4/505d Inf - SACKLEY

Xogr Damo ™a Zngr Demo Ta
3 Scaut Dog Tes 3 Seout Dog Tes

Bde Control

ymm

NP Sqd I Team
Engr Sqd Signal Sectimn
4/3/319th arty Spc Bn Tsmm
Bde TAC CP

MP Sec Sqd

2
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AVEE~SC 15 June 1047
SUBJEGT: Combat Operationa After Action Report - Operation JUNCIION CITY I % II

10, Supporting Forces:
a, United States Air Force

(1) Size of Force:
(2) 3d Tactical Fighter Wing
(b) 12th Tactical Fightsr Wing
(c¢) 31st Tuctical Fighter Wing
(d) 35th Tectical Fighter Wing
~ (2) How and Wher Employed:
(a) TAC Sorties
3d TFW , ,

12th TFW @ @ 0 @ 0 % & 0 0 ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0
3lﬂt TFW © & 0 0 @& %Y 2 0 9 6 4 0 0 0 o 0
35th TW o 0 3 8 9 0 0 6 0 06 0 0 0 0 0 2
TOTAL SORTIES ? o 6 0 ® 0 6 ¢ 0 0 06 0 0

(b) FACSorties . o v ¢ o o & o

.
.
[
.

W §F\nw§
QO N N

(c)w‘FSCrti“.taoooooo.o
(d) Tons of Ordnance 0000000-33905

(e) Visua) Reconpafssance . . . ... . 56

(f) Escort Missions . ¢ ¢« ¢ o ¢ ¢ 0 0 ¢ ¢ 3

(g) Airborne Assault Support . .. .. 32

(h) Mrmm”honoc.ooooo.!-51 -

(3) Results and Efiectivecess: Tactical Air Support during this opera-
tion was highly effective, Delays were encountered on isolated occasions when troops
were not properly drilled in marking their positions for air identification, It is
felt that with a better understsrding of FAC procedure and sequence of events in con-
ductifig airstrikes will ensble ordnance to be placed on targets with minimm delay.

(L) Timeliness: A1 sorties provided arrived within a usable time
frame and most were effectively employed.

b. Aviation
(1) Size of Force:

Duwring Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE, the Brigade was supported
by the following sfation units:

(a) 1)th Aviation Battelion

3
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AVER=-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: fcabat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY Y & II

PR PR

(b) 145th Aviation Battalion

{¢) 1st Aviation Pattalion

(d) 173¢ Aviation Platoon (Casper Plstoom)
(2} How and When Employed:

Missions Sorties
Cathat Asa&ult. o 0 O 0 0 @ ¢ 0 0 0 & o 1,179
Armed Holicopter 0 0 6 0 o & 2 0 0o o o @ 3‘0‘2
R’B\lpp]yo 0 0 9 0 e & ~ s 8 - 0 0 0 0 0 3’982
Coomand and Liaison o o v o 4 ¢ 4 o ¢ & 1’179
Aeria) Reconnaissance . o « + + o o o+ o o 12
Psychological Opsrations , . . . s o o + » O
Aerial Joserver ., . ¢ o o o 6 0 ¢ ¢ 4 o o 1

TUI'AL o 0 & @ 0 & 0 n 0 ©0 € o & 0 @ 9,717

(3) Highlights of Avisticn Activities: An increasing mumber of night
missions were Zlom by aircraft supporti.g the Brigade. The majority of the require-
went were fc» command and control airerift in covering night operations and comtacta,

(4) A total of 2,821 hours were flown in support of Operation JUNCTION
CITY ALTERNATE for a daily average of 123 hours per day.

(5) A total of 9,518 passeigers were transported by rotary wing air-
craft during the operation.

{6) A total of 691 tons of cargo was flown during the courss of Opera-
tion JUACTION CITY I for a dall. average of 50 tons,

(7) Results and Effectiveness: The aviation support which the Brigade
received was adequate to perform its assigned mission, The use of helicopters to per-
form airmobiles aszaults resulted in the battalions being placed into areas where
hostile forces were unable to react, All aviation support missions were completed
with minimal damage to aircraft,

(8) Timeliness: Aviation support was available to units at all times
except when complete absence of aircraft existed,

¢, Artillsry
(1) Size of Force:
Btry A, 3d Bn, 319th Arty (6 105mm How)
Btry B, 3d Bn, 319th Arty (6 105mm How)
Btry C, 3d Bn, 319th Arty (6 105nm How)
42" Mortar Plt, 1st Bn, 503d Inf (Attached)
L,,2% Mortar P1%, 4th Bn, 503d Inf (Attached)

(2) How and When Employed:

- . L
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AVEE-SC 15 Junc 1967 3
SUBJECT: Cambat Operstions After Action Report « Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II 3?
(a) On 19 February 1967, at 1230 hours, Batteries B and C of ;

the 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery were moved by C~130 aircraft from sIEN HOA to 1
a forward staging area vicinity of - TAN LOI Airstrip (XT 807899) closing at 1917 .
hours., On 22 February 1967, Battery A, 3d Battalion, 319th Artillery moved by N

C-130 aircraft froa BIEN HOA, At 0900 hours, Alpha Battery, in conjunction and
under the Operational.Gontrol of the 2/503d Infantry, made a parachute assault
into Position LIZ, vicinity of KATUM (XT 344925), The 3d Battalion, 319th Artile
lery moved by road irom Position LIZ to Fire Support Base III vicinity coordinates
XT 288815 on 5 March 1967, closing at 1405 hours, The 3/319th Artillery, in di-
rect support of the 173d Airborne Brigade, fired on call missions daily throughout
the operation, The air observer was used daily for registration and missions as
requested by ground elements, The ground observers attached to the Infantry com-
penies fired contact missions and defensive concentrations in support of their
units,

(b) H & I fires were planned daily by forward cteervers, batta-
lion liaison officers and the battalion S3,

(c) Preparation of Landing Zones:

2 Mar 67 - 0800-08151 - XT 29349184, XT 29539170, XT 2927-
9127, XT 29089140, XT 2934918k,

] L Mar 67 - 0800~0830H - 2/5034 Inf Prep - XT 3694, XT 375-
945, YT 37659385, XT 379943,

4 Mar 67 « 1222.1252H - 4/503d Inf Prep - LZ 41, LIA - XT
373823, XT 372828, XT 372828 - XT 375825, XT 375825 - XT 371852,

6 Mar 47 ~ 0300-0930H «~ 2/503d Inf Prep - LZ 21 - XT 371852 -
370857, XT 370857 - XT 376859, XT 378855 - 371852,

6 Mar 67 = 1100-1130H = 1/503d Inf Prep - LZ 11, J1A -
XT 357792 ~ XT 355799 - 3580, XT 359792, XT 357792, XT 358798 - 359792. Grid XT
374790 - XT 373795 - XT 3780, XT 378790 ~ XT 374790, XT 375735 - XT 378790,

(3) Results and Effectiveness: Preparatory fires on landing and ex~
traction zones were very effective as proven by the relatively small amount of
ground fire that was received by the assaulting and extracting troops., Advancing :
fires were employed on numercus occasions, These fires enabled the infantry to :
move with greater speed and less contact. When contact was made, devastating artil 3
lery fire both on the enemy and in blocking positions were fired in the infantry's
support. Defensive concentrations were stressed and were fired for all elements,
Counter-mortar fires were employed on two occasions with outstanding results, H &
I missions received increaserd emphasis with an average of 500 rounds per night.
Results of these fires are unknown, TOT's were fired on previous base campe and
intelligenca targets both day and night,

RV AR SR

(4) Timeliness: Coordination between artillery, TAC Air and gun-
ships on preparations was very effective, Problems arose on cuntact missions
vwhen TAC Air was employed, The artillery was given check fire too long before
the air strikes began, resulting in a period of time when no ordnance was being
delivered, The delay.between tsceipt of fire missions until first round shot was
governed by time required for air and ground clearance, Fire missions requested
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AVEB-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

3. areas requiring lst Division clearance also caused udslays. The technical cam=
putations required by all FDC's were accamplis.zd with both speed and acouracy.

(5) Misrions and Rounds Fired:
(a) 105mm How:tzer

Missions - 1,423
Rounds Expended - 45,282

(b) 4.2" Mortar

Missions - 487
Rounds Expended - 4,947

d, E Troop, 17th Cavalry

(1) cSize of Forze:

Cavairy Troop

LRRP Platoon and Troop Headquarters

Vehicles - 26 1/i=ton vehicles, 11 3/i~ton vehicles and 2 2 1/2-tan
trucks (to include one (1) 500-gallon tanker),

(2) How and When Employed:

(2} Initially, ths Troop was flown to QUAN LOI without its cambat
vehicles due to the original plan calling for the troop to be employed as a clande-
stine rifle compaay, On the 21lst of Feobruary, the Troop flow back to BIER HCA. where
the vehicles were picked up and "E" Troop GFo¥e to SOUI DA,

(b) During the period 21 February - 3 March 1967, the Troop assis-
ted in the defense of SOUI DA, On 3 March, the Troop moved to Artiilsry Bass 1,
Attached to E/17th Cav was an Armored Cavalry Platoon from the 1/ith Cavairy and four
M-i2 "Dusters* (Twin 4Cmm),

(¢) While securing Artillery Base 1, the Troop engaged in an
aggressive patrol plan keeping one platoon out at all times,

(3) Results and Effectiveness: During the cperation, mumerous patrols
were deployed around the area which the Troop was responsible for securing, This
resulted in Five (5) VC KIA (BC), The Cavalry Troop spent:many hours in preparing
their position with overhead cover, and for the first time, the Troop CP operated
underground, This proved very effective during the mortar attack which the unit
underwent, and becauss of this, the operations and commmnications personnel were
able to econtinue to operate with little difficulty, Alsc during this operation,
the Troop mortars were consolidated into one separate platoon, This nroved very
ag1fective, because under the jurisdiction of one man they operated more rapidly and
efficiently,

(L) Timeliness: All missfons of the Troop were accomplished on time
during the operation,
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e, Company D, 16th Armor
(1) Size of Foree:

(a) Phase I ~ D/16th Armor {3 APC Flts), orgaiic to 173d Abn Bde (Sep)

(b) Phase Ii -.TF TANKER: C/2/34th Armor
D/16th Arror
D/4/503d Inf

(2) How and When Employed:

(a) On 20 February 1967, D/16th Armor provided security for con-
voys moving to SUOI DA.

(t) n D -1, D/16th Armor was attached to 1/4th Cavalry at the
vicinity of SUOI DA and moved with 1/4th Cavalry north to link up with the 1/502d
Infantry at ZT 324886, D/16th Armor was detached fram 1/ Cavalry upon linking up.

(¢) D/16th Armor (~) was OPION to the 4/503d Infantry, effective
270700 hours February 1967, At the same time, one platoon from the Armor Company
became under the Opera.ional Control of the 2/:03d Infantry, Two (2) APC'S were
provided for support of the BSCOC,

o (d) D/16th Armor OPCON to the 2/503d Infantry as of 28 February
1967.

(e) D/16th Armor as a part of TF TANKER (D/1éth Armer, €/2/34th
Armor and D/4/503d Infantry), to attack at OS0700H March 1967 southeast along ROUTE
246 to clear the route to BO TUC (XT 380857), Then movement south was initisted from
BO TUC and Search and Destroy operations were conducted in zone throughout Objective
RON, During this time, TF TANKEP. had to be prepared to assist the 1/503d Infantry,
the 2/503d& Infantry and/or the 4/503d Infantry on order amd maintain coordination
with the 2/503d Infantry while moving along ROUTE 246,

(£) D/16th Armor was detached from duty on 13 March 1967 and re-
mained at FSB III, On 14 March, D/16th provided road convoy sscurity to the 3/419th
Artillery returning to BIEN HOA,

(3) Results and Effectiveness: The campany was once again properly
deployed in the role of Armor, and with the atSachment of D/L/503d Infantry, the
unit functioned as a mechanized rifle company, By utilizing tanks to break the treils,
D/16th Armor was able to cover large areas of jungle, and to deploy the infantry ir
a 5&D role, The company reacted well to enemy contact and exercised good fire con-
trol and diseipline, It was discovered that the number of infantrymen that can be
safely transported by vehicle is ten, Any more than this will cause the TC to be
unable to fight with his .50 caliber MG, Overall, the operation was highly success-
ful from the Armor point of view, When deployed, the company was abi: to make maxi-
mum vtilization of all assets found in an armor unit,

£, 1734 Engineer Company
(1) Size of Force:
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Three (3) Line Platoons /)
One (1) Maintenance Platoon (-)
One (1) Headquarters Section

(2) How and When Employed: On 20 Pebruary 1957, the 173d Engineer
Company (-) departed BIEN HOA for SUOI DA in WAR ZONE *C", From 20 February to
23 February 1967, the company cleared the single lane by-pass road of mines be-
tween coordinates XT 292605 and ZT 2866%5 and constructed a second lane to this
eritical supply road, On 23 February, the company moved by convoy from SUOI DA
to KATWM, The following activities were conducted by tha 173d Exginser Company
between 23 February 1967 and 7 March 1967:

(a) Cleared road between coordinates XT 323883 and XT 314943
of mines daily,

(b) Constructed and installed five (5) 36" diameter metal
eulverts along road between coordinates XT 323883 and XT 314943,

(¢c) Constructed a hasty-type road from the BSOC to 3/319th
Artillery,

(d) Constructed 70' timber trestle bridge at XT 337894,

(e) Constructed the TOC bunker at Brigade headquarters vici-
nity XT 345525,

(£) Cleared ROUTE 246 of mines fram XT 333897 to XT 380857
and constructed two abutments for an AVLB vieinity XT 321939,

(g) Upgraded the road net in the vicinity of the Brigade's
AGR to class 50 and rendered emept ambush sites along roads in this area by
¢learing brush to a distance of 100 meters on sides of all roads,

(h) Loaned the lst Engi-<er Battalion a dozer, several trucks and
an air compressor in which to build a C~130 airstrip vicirity of KATIM.

(1) Produced appraximately 220,000 gallons of potabls water for
the Brigade.

(4) On 7 ¥arch, the Engineer Company moved fram KATWM to LUOI
DA and set up a perimeter, At this location, the company carried on the following
activities between 7 March 1967 and 12 March 1967:

1, Coustructed the TOC Bunker

2, Helped repair the MSR in support of A/168th Engineer
Battalion.

3. Conducted trainimg classes on maintenance, demolitioms,
weapons, engincering tools, and mine detectors,

4. Supported the 168th Eng:nser Sattalion with mine destec
tion teams,
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{3) Results and Effectivenese: The 173d Engineer Company provided
timely and compstant engineering support whenever called upon,
g, 173ad Military Police Platoon

(1) Size of Force: The force constituting the 173d MP's during Opera-
tion JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE was as follows:

Personnel:

Four (4) 10-man squads

Two (2) Officers

Four (4) National Policemen
Coe (1) Interpretor

Equipment :

(ne {1) 3/4=tor truck

Seven {7) 1/4=ton trucks

Six (6) M-60 machineguns

One (1) .50 zaliber machinegun

(2) How and When Employed:

(a) One squad was attached to the 2/503d Infantry for immediate
MP support, to provide one more rifle squad and to make the first comtJt parachute
assanlt in VIETNAM with che infantry task force.

(b) Raployed to provide the necessary traffic cantrol points
and security for the movement of the Brigade (-) fram BIEN HOA to the arca of opera-
tions,

(¢) Emplcyed to provide and maintain a P Colleciing Point at
the Brigade Forward Base Camp to include guarding, feeding snnd evacuation of captives,

(d) Ewmployed to provide necessary traffic control points amd
security for +he movement of the Brigads BSOC to the tactical area of opsrations
-vith E/17th Cavairy.

(e) To provide security for the TOC during the hours of dark-
nuss,

(£) To provide a security guard on the Commanding General's
living area during thes hours of dar.:3ss,

(g) To provide one MP scuad for the (G during the parachute
assault for security ourposes,

(h) Eamployed to provide security and TCP's for the movement of
the frigade Headquarters elemsnts from KATIM t¢ SUOI DA,

(1) To patrol Off-Limits areas of SUOI DA.

(3) Raployed to provide security for Engineer work partiss and
BSOC :resupply convoys from SUOI DA to KATIM.
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(k) Employed to escort an Engineer Platoon bacik to BIEN HOA
prior to the Brigade Forward CP displacing to Base Camp,

(1) The remaining Military Police who were left at Base Camp
(BIEN HOA) were employed to provide law, order and discipline to the Brigade rear.

{3) Results and Effectiveness: The road move from BIEN HOA to SUOI DA
by the Brigade BSOC was accamplisned with no difficulty, The squad attached to the
2/503d Infantry, after participating in the parachute assault, performed many and
varied missions with the rifle battalion to include perimeter guard, recon patrols
with the Reconnaissance Platoon and clearing patrols, This MP Squad did an cutstan-
ding job while attached to the infantry unit in both the field of infantry and in
military policing., When the Brigace arrived at SUOI DA, the town was placed *Off-
Limits* and cn two occasions, the MP's were called upon late at night to go into
the village and locate Brigade persomnel who had broken the restriction. (n both
occasions, the personnel were found and returned to their units, The movement back
to BIEN HOA was accamplished with nc difficulty or enemy contact., There were no
POW'!s processed durirg ths operation,

(4) Timeliness: All missions of the 173d MP Platoon were accomplished
on tims dcring the operation,

11, Intelligence

a. Epemy Situation Before Operation: Prior to the commencement of the
operation, the following units were telieved to t= in the AD: The Military Affairs
Cammittes, COSVN (Central Office of South Viet Nam), the Headquarters of the 10lst
NVA Regiment, and the 272d VC Regiment, The enemy was attributed with the following
capabilities:

(1) To defend up to Battalion size forces to permit withdrawal of
key personnel, ecquipment and records,

(2) To conduct limited attacks against small friendly units when he
believed he had tactical supsriority or the surprise factor,

(3) To make maximm use of mortars, sniper fire, mines and booby-
traps,

b. Enemy Situaticn During Operation: From 22 February to 15 March, ele~
wents of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) with 2/34th Armor, maintained daily
contact with the enemy, The contacts were usually initiated by friendly forces and

terainated by withdrawal by the VC. The largest contacts by slements of the 173d
were: 3 March 1967 contacts, a Battalion size attack on one friendly company, The
VC force was believed to be one Battalion of the VC 70th Guard Regimert, reinforced
by local guerrilia elements, The 11 March attack was at least one battalion of the
101st NVA Regiment, The contact lasted sporadically for 3 days. The 3/319th Artil-
lery Battalion on 11 March supported a US 1st Division FSB under attack from an esti-
mated battalion from the 272d Regiment, Numerous VC base camps were found which
contained fortifications, weapons, foodstuffs, and documents, The size ranged from
squad to regimental, When possible, hase camps were destroyed. One base camp be-
lieved to te the Signal Report Military Affairs Section, COSVN contained the follo-
wing significant items: 1 DAG 1 Portable DF CIA 4617 SN 530, 1 XMTTR Model 102E
w/zicrophone (Chicom), 1 U/I switch board (possibly Chicam), 11 receivers, 2 - 12MC

10

CONF IDENTIAL

Riox coguiitdd

L Tan & i ME LT A S L i e




e 0 b L2 A 1

Ty R

3

e YIRS X CTRIRFEOTR T Y €T A O ATV

CONF IDENTIAL

AVEE=-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITT I & II

(Cammunist bloec), 15 telephones (Czech made), assorted camponent parts, Also, in a
base camp believed to be the Headquarters for the Adeinistrative Staff 3Section for
Assault Youth Group, COSVN, which contained the foll significant equipment:
625 rolls and reels of movie film, 2,000 photos, five (5) lémm movie cameras, ons
(1) box camera, 1,000 1bs of photo equipmsnt., Also captured were films of the 56
AA Artillery Battetion, the 69th Artillery Regiment and papers indicating the pre-
sence of the 70th Guard Regiment and the 272d Rigiment within the A0,

¢, Area of rations:

(1) Weather and Climate: The weather during Operation JUNCTION CITY
ALTERNATE was clear and dry throughout the entire period, Light fog occasionally
appeared in the sarly morning hours, but dissipated prior to 0300 hours, One light
afternoon shower occurred during the period., The mean maximum temperature was 72°,
The weather was ideal for ground operations throughout the entire psriod.

(2) Terrain: The operational area was in the norther section of TAY
NINH Province which forms the major portion of WAk ZONE *C", The t.opography was
characterized by gently rolling hills and flat land, NUI BA DEN, & 986 meter high
mountain located at XT 280580, was the most predaminant terrain feature in the area,
The SONG DONG NAI and the CONG VAM CO DONG form the majcr drainage pattern in the
szrea of interest, Other streams and intermittant waterways were interlaced throughe
out the AO, Fifty percent of the area was covered with dense forest, The dense
underbrush and thick forest made movement off the primary trails slow and difficult.
The main US road in the area was NATIONAL HIGHWAY 22, RCUTE 4, which extends north
from TAY NINH is in gooa condition up to KATIM., All of the bridges on ROUTE 4 be-
tween TAY NINH and KATUM were capable of supporting military traffic, During the
dry season, the hardened soil conditions caused same difficulty in construetirg
ground positions,

d, Final Analysis: Contacts with the enemy ranged in size from squad to
possibly battalion size contact, Daily contact was made throughout the Opsaration,
The VC did not attack without the advantage of surprise, superior strength or unless
occupying fortified positions, The VC stood and fought longer than expected, inii.
cating they were blocking for the movement of important persons or materials, Mume~
rous base camps, food and supply caches located throughout the AO, combined wit. a
vast, well used trail system, indicated that the area was an infiltration route and
rest area for VC entering VIETNAM from CAMBODIA, as well as a well established base
camp area, The COSVN was further weakened by the loss of valusble equioment and im-
portant records and the VC morale was lowered by their incapability to protect their
most important headquarters, Signal Devot - Military Affairs Section COSYN, the 56th
AA Artillery Battalion, the 69th Artillery Regiment, the 70th Guard Regiment and the
2724 VC Regiment,

e, Sources of Intelligerce: During Operation JUNCTION CITY I (ALTERRNATE),
the 172d Military Intelligence Decaciment supported the 173d Airbcrne Brigade (Sepa-
rate) in fulfilling its aission, The activities of each section sre given below,

(1) Imagery Interpretation Sectiom:
(a) Imagery Interpretation support for Operation JUNCTION CITY

I consisted of the preparation of immediate reports, detailed LZ and DZ analysis,
construction of mosaics, aerial recomnaissance and weather support, The DZ was
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¥ selected tentatively from examinstion of. picto-sap coverage of the operational :

area, Aerial photography was chbtained confirming the original selection, A de-
tailed analysis of the DZ area was written and a mosaic of tha UZ was constructed,
anotated and reproduced in 50 copies, Hand held photograrhy of “he general DZ arsa
immediately prior to the jump was obtained through Det “AX, 1st MIBARS,

(b) Aerial Recomnaissance was rlown during the operation ex~-
clusively in Air Fores FAC aircraft flying from TAY NIMH,

Y ved

e

WV

(¢) Imagery Interpretation support for Operation JUNCTION CITY I
consisted of the following:

Aerial Rsconnaissance Missions Hours
Arny UH-1B - -
AMr Force Ol-E 30 _ 4]
Photo Mosaics Cﬂplotcd e e et o e s s 000060 00 00es 3

Photo Intsroretation Reports

Imediate . . . o 0 v 0 0 0 b e 0 0 s 0 0 0 00 0 08 s e
Iz mamu o & 9 @ @ & ¢ o & & 6 0 o & 6 0 0 5 0 6 & o o
mtaih d DZ An‘l’!i’ ® & o O o & 0 0 0 9 ¢ & & & 0 b e o

. o o
N O

(2) Counterintelligence Section: The counterintelligence sumvort for
Operation JUNCTION CITY I consisted primarily of liaison with other iatelligence
agencies located near the A0, The USAHV augmentation team provided valuable infor-
mation prior to the operation,

(3) Interrogation: A statistical summary of personnel, documents and
matarial processed during Opsration JUNCTION CITY I follows:

Detatness:
vc e ® 9 o o o & o & & o o o o ® & e ¢ o & ~ o & o ’5
.— mm“’ o & o o o 9 o o6 ¢ o o o . o 9 ‘e e o o ¢ o
S ci'il ufmdmts ® 6 o o o & o o 0 o & & o & * L] o
; MAL @ & o 2 o 2 0 &6 4 0 0 & 6 o 6 r ¢ & o 0 T
? Dmnts [ o & o 0 9 ® & @ o o 0 o & o » & o 10,8m
‘ Weapona:
Rifles and Carbines c ¢ o &6 ¢ 0 0 8 % &6 0 0 0 0 o 0 ]3
ﬂm H’tol" » & P 0 ¢ o ¢ ¢ @ 0 0 & » oo o 9o o @ 10
AT Grenade Launchers , . . ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ o » 2 '
Tight Machinegun .+ . o » v s ¢ ¢ v o 0 e v e v v o o 1 s
stlot m o & & @ 6 o o6 ¢ & 2 02 02 9 0O 0 v o 2 2
. Amamnition: §
B H
? Horm mnu ’» & & @ < . ® @ @ ¢ o & o & & & 2 ¢t o 1 E
Howitzer (7“ NCk) 2 @ @ & o 6 06 2 0 4 0 & 0 s 0 @ 3 H
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AT Grenade Rourds . . . + ¢ o ¢ &+ « &
Small Arms Rounds . . . . . ¢ s 4 . .
Grenades , . . + ¢ ¢ ¢ o 0 00 0 00

Mines:
mi’ka s o o

Anti.Persmloo:ovooccnc
Claymores.......... o o 0

(Y
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
M
.
.
.

Demolicions:

Blasting Caps .
Explosives , .
Fuse . . ., + &
Electric ., . .

“ s & 0
LR S )
¢« o & 0
* s A e
* e 0 0
LI S
LIS T
L SR Y
.« o &
o« s o o
LS T ¥

r-

LI S

* e s 8

LI S )

ONVEe o
Br
[}

o & 8 8

Communication Equipment - 3,000 pounds including:

2 DG 1 Portable DF CIA 4617A SK 53D

1 XMTR Model 102E w/microphone (Chicom)

1 U/I Switch Board (Possible Chicom}
Receiver, 2-12 MC (Communist bloc) .
Telo}i!oms (CZQCh ud.) o o 06 0 0 0o o
Assorted Component Parts

Clot e © ¢ 9 0 o 0 & & & & 9 0 o0

#edical Supplies . ... ... . .«

wﬁme.o:'ncooo..ooo
Miscellaneous:

Rolls & Reels of Movie Film
Photographs . . . .
lmm Movie Cameras .
Box Camera o+ » +» o »
Photo Equiprent . . .

" 4 &
L) L) - .

LS S S
RS S Y
LIRS Y T Y
LS S T
a 4 8 s

¢ s o s

(4) Signilicant findings as a result

(a) Documents captured with the films and photo equipment indi.-

.

C » & 8 8

S & & &

.
.
.

.
Ll

. 207 1ts
e o 38 1bs
. 105 1ts

o o 625
. "2,000
A
1,000

of document exploitatiom:

cate that the Troop Entertaimaent for COSVN and the photograpvhic training center
for the COSVN Military School Coammittee were located at the base area whers the

items were captured,

(d) Communication equimment and doctments indicated Lhat the

Brigade had captured sigrificant amounts of material belzging to the signal sec~

15 Jure 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & IT

tion for the Military Affazirs Cammittee COSYX, This equipment is estimated to have

been of high valne militaily zad rizancially,
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12, Mission: Operation JUNCTION CITY ALYERNATE

e mission of the 1734 Airbaine Prigade (Seperzts) durirg Operationm
JUNCTIOH CITY ALTERNATE was as £ollows:

a, The 1732 Airborne Mrizade (Soparate) (=) was gives the mission 1o pro-
ceds to a staging area at QUAN LOI and prevare for sulsectemt heliborne assmmits
intotbeviqzinityorm. This was to take place between the periocd 1% - 20
m.'l 7.

©. The 24 Battalion of the 503d Infantry with A/3/319th Artillery and
ade given the mission of condrecting a parschute assamlt
at AG (vic KATIN) on D -~ Day, The Battalion (4) was tdwn to esteblish
the Brigade CP st Position LIZ and crovide security for dros which wers t-
the same time, the Erigade (=) wvis to comtzct heli-

12, Concepr of Opsration: The 1734 Alxtorme Brigade (Separste), OPCOE to the
Infarxtry Division conducted Operatiom JUNCTION CITY ALTERTE in the foilowing

The 1734 mricme 2rigads (Sspersts) {-) moved frus BEIXN ZO0A to »
steging area 2t UAN LTI and made final Troperation for seee3t 212%. ine chiective
D - Day. In addition, the TF 2/503d Infantry wmads fina) ecordimstion and
or parachuie asssuit on D - Dy, This took place while the Tesk
Parce wvas at 2IEK BUA Bese Caaep,

b. PASR II: Piractute god Heliborae Asggult inmto SZOC CON YRAYG DZ (D7
'CHAMLIE®) ax D = 22 236 o

The 2/5034 Infartry wizh 5/3/319th artillery aad el=e=ts of the Brigade
IC conducted & parachuis =Seauit irte DZ °C* st 9900 howrz o D - Dey. The ssemalt
spearhesded Operztion FUXCTI M CITY 1 and the Tack Foree m32 tne assigned miseica
of establishing the Bls CF 3t Tusition IZ, R the same time, the Infantry elemssats
of the Brigade made final rTsparetica befare asseuliing various assizmed I's ia
the viciaity of Z3TUM. This was 2lsc accopplished oo 22 Pebrzary 1567,

e, PHASE Iil: Cdm*gf‘ S & D operztions in ssxizned AO's - D~ Day -
D+ 2 - bt ),

During this vhass, the 172d Lircarns Prizade (Separate) conducted =x-
tensive search and destroy Jpersilcme im the respective AD'e in (ke vicizity of
TiTUF, souta of the Zazbodian Berder.

4, PHXS IV o the ce oaits of the 31734 2iydarme
Prigsde {Secarste; (-} D+3 - D3 20 {3 Warch - 13 Wores 33377

The Prizade was fariber given the wnisgics to dlerlecs =3 ¥ain elemet
fram the vicinity of the Brizade TP {Position LI=} snd contaet 3 & U soerstioss
southeast of KATIK, To accomodate this chanse in arder, the CF disylaced from Per
LIZ to tke viciniry of SIGI DA.
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( e, PHASE V - Redeployment of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Saparste) D + 21
15 March 1967

The Brigade deployod to Ease Camp (BIEK HOA) by intra-theater airlift
and road convoy.

13, Execution

a, D=~ 3 (19 February 1967)
Changes in Task Force Organization: Kone

rational Suwmary: The 173d Airborne Brigsde (Separate) under the
Operational Control of the lst Infantry Division, began deploy.: :nt: from base camp
at BIEN HOA to a staging area at QUAN LOI. GPORD 4~67, published on 18 Pabruary,
required all units to be prepared to move to CUAN LOI during the pericd 19 « 20
February in preparation for future operations,

The first elements of ths 1/503d Infantry departed base camp at 1115
hours., A continuous air stream of C=130 aircraft shuttled troops and equimment bee
tween BIPN HOA Airbase to QUAN LOI, The entire move of troop: and equimment elap-
sed over a period of 10 hours and 4O minutes, Upon arrival at QUAN LOI, the Bat.
talion took uv predesignated defersive positions,

The %4/503d Infantry and B/17th Cavalry devarted BIEN HOA Airbace by
C-130 aircraft with the first 1ift arriving at QUAN LOI {XT 821907) at 0736 hours,
Clearing patroly were conducted with negative contact,

D/16th Arror received finel imstruction on the the deplomment of the
Armor Compary and BSOC elemenis on 20 February,

b, D=2 (20 February 1967}
Changes in Task Force Organization: None
Operational Summsry: The Brigade continued preparation for Oparation
JUNCTTON CITY ALTERNATE. Ambush sites and listening posts of the 1/503d Infantry
met with negative contact during the hours of darkness,

The 4/503d Infantry also remained at QUAN LOI in prepavation for fu-
ture operations, Fach company established one smbush site per unit with negative
contact, the 3/319th Artillery (~) was also kaept in readiness for future deploy-
ment ,

D/16th Armor escorted the 173¢ Engineer Company and the BSOC on a
road march comencing =t 0100 hours, The march rovte was as follows: from BIEN
HOA to SAIGON, where delays wers encountered due to congested traffic., From SAIGON,
the convoy traveled northwest on HIGHWAY i to GO DAU HA, and then moved north om
HIGHWAY 22 to TAY NINH. From TAY NINH, the convoy mcved east on HIGHWAY 13 to PHU
CONG Airfield and loggered within the perimester (XT 343583).

e, D=1 (2 February 1%1}
Changes in Task Force Orzanization: D/16th Armor OPCON to 1{5th Cav
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AVER.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: fz.oat Operations After Action Report ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

Operational Summery: All units of the 173d Airborne Brigade continued
in their prepararion for the initial phasss of Cperation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE omn
22 February, The 1/503d Infantry continusd preparction for introduction into the
operational area by helicopter on the following day. Briefings at squad and platoon
level were conducted in each unit in addition to final maintenanco checks of equip-
ment, At 1600 hours, a commanders and staff meeting was conducted to rs-alfirm unit
missions published in FRAG ORDER 1 to OPCRD 467,

Both the 1/503d Infantry and the 4/503d Infantry were still preposi-
tioned at QUAN LOI, The 4/503d Infantry was also engaged in final briefings/main-
tenance of equipment,

Initially, E/17th Cavalry was flown to QUAN LOI without its combat
vehicles due to the original olan n2lling for the trooo to be emvloyed as a ciande~
stine rifle company, On the 2lst of February, the troop was flown back to GIEN HOA
where vehicles were picked up and E/17th Cavalry drove to SUOIL DA,

At 0700 hours, D/16th Armor, attached to the 1/ith Cavairy, devarted
PHU KUONG Airiield, SUOI DA on mission of security for nine cloaring on ROUTE 243
up to ROUTE 4 and north on ROUTE ) to XT 2868, The road clearing was accomupiished
without incident, Throughout the afternoon, the Armor Company orovided sscurity for
mine swesping teams at XT 2868, At 1345 hours, the mission was accomplished with-
out incident and the Company regrouped and returned to SUOI DA and participated in
the security of the perimster,

The true plan concerning ths parschute assault was not published until
the night of 20 February 1967 and was not distributed until 1900 hours or 21 Febrne
ary, The Task Force Commander (LTC Sighsltz) briefed the trocps on the omeration
on the afternoon of the 21st, The Pattalion area was then sealed off sc that there
would be no spreading of the opesrational plan to other troopers or to indigenous
personnel, Parachutes and other air aqulpment such as PAE bags were issued at this
time, For a camplete analysis of the junp phase of Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTER-
NATE, see Tab D, "Parachuts Assanli®,

d, D ~ Day (22 February 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: D/16th Armor OPCON to 1/503q Inf
E§17th Cav _OPCON to 3d Bde 1st iInf Div

Operational Summary: The 2d Byttalion, 503d Infantry with A/3/319th
Artillery and elements of the Brigade Headouarters and Headquarters Company spear-
headed the largest operation of the Vietnam War at 0900 hours by conducting the
first combat parachute assault in 15 years, The Battalion (+) dropped into an area
known as SROC CON TRANG (DZ "C" - XT 339929) employing 13 C-130 aircraft, A detailed
analysis of the planning, coordinstion and actual execution of the parachute assauli
can be found in Tab D of this report, By 0920 hours, all campanies had established
GP locations, A heavy squipment drov commenced at 0925 hours and continued throughe
out the day, By 1230 hours, thes Hattziion Command Post was established, There was
a total of eleven minor injuries as a result of ths parachute hump,

At 930 hiours, Companies A, B, and C/1/503d Infantry and HHC (-) de~
partad QUAN LOI Airstriv to LZ 11 and LZ 12 in 7C UH-1D helicopters, Yhe first
landing on the LZ (LZ 21) by A/1/503d Infantry took place at 1035 hours with the
rest of the battalion following shortly thersafter, Immediately after landing,
all companies began rmovement to their assigned sectors for clearing operations and
estatlishing defensivs perimetera, CP's for this date were located at the following
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SUBJECT: Combat Opsrations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTICKN CITY I & II

coordinates: Battsiion and Company A - XT 339908, Company B ~ XT 334907, Company
C « XT 332893, Recon Platoon -« XT 334913, No direct contact with an enemy force
oceurred during this period.

The 4/503d Infantry conducted a heliborne assault into LZ BRAVO at
1415 hours and LZ CHARLIE at 1420 hours (XT 325940 and X7 335928 respectively),
The Battalion closed at LZ B at 1755 hours, Company A/L/503d Infantry moved to a
vosition at XT 317941 and established a perimater for the night, Company B set
up at XT 325938 and Companiee C, D and HHC at XT 331929, A contact patrol from
Company C established contact with the 1/503d Infantry at XT 335925, Clearing pa-
trols wers dispatched and two ambush sites were astablished with negative contact
reported,

At 0700 hours, D/1éth Armor, attached to 1/4th Cavalry, departed north
on RIGHWAY 4 enroute to link up with the 1/503d Infantry vicinity XT 324886, Pri-
mary mission of the task force while enrouie was to open the highway and to proe-
vide initial securily for the introduction of Fire Support Bases, While enroute,
a total of 10 tanks belonging to the 1/ith Cevalry were damaged by mines, At 1510
houra, D/1éih Armor linked up with C/1/503d Infantry and procesded to XT 334906
to mrait further instructions, D/16th Armor came under the OPCON of 1/503d Infan~
try at this time, At 1800 hours, the Armor Company was instructed to move to a
Fire Support Base at vicinity XT 336914, Arriving at the FSB at 1820 hours, the
company deployed tc provide perimeter security for the 1/6th Artillery, lst Infan-
try Division,

BE/17th Cavalry, having picked up their combat vehicles, began a road
rarch from BIEN HOA to the objective area at 0200 hours, At approximately 1230
heurs, the Cavalry Troop became under the operational control of the 3d Brigade,
1st Infantry Division.

e D41 323 February 12.11!

Changes in Task Force Organization: D/16th Armor OPCON to 173d Abn Bde

Operational Summary: The 1734 Airborne Brigade continued its support
of Operaticn JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE. Ambush sites established by the 1/503d8 Infan»
try resulted in enemy contacts in the Company A and Comvany B sectors, At 0030 hours
at XT 33290, an slement from Company B sighted and fired on one YC with unknown re~
sults, An element of Compvany C at OOL5 hours, threw a hand grenade at susvected
movement which ricocheted into the foxhole of origin causing two US KIA and one WIA,
Additionally, at 0050 hours, the unit fired at suspacted movement near the sscond
vlatoon vositions which had unknown results, During the hours of daylight, units
continued improvement of defensive positions and ccnducted patrolling activities in
assigred AO's, One AX-L7 magzazine was found by B/1/503d Infantry containing 7 rounds
of unexpended ammunition at XT 332899, Throughout the day, elements of the 1/5034
Infantry made numerous discoveries of enemy bunkers, barbed wire ete, indicating re-
cent use, Listening and ambush sites were established during the hours of darkness,
At 2330 hours, B/1/503d Infantry received 6 - 7 rounds of small ams fire, Fire was
returned with unknown results,

The 2/503d Infantry coniimued their mission of providing security for
the Brigade CP and Fire Support Base, In addition, defensive positions were ime~
proved and small anit patrolling was conducted in the immediate A0, At 1055 hours
at XT 349941; an element of A/2/503d Infantry received 1 rifle grenade and 10
rounds of s/a fire resulting in 1 US WIA. Four VC were taken under fire, however,
contact was broken with unknown results,
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AVEE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Revort - Overatio. JUNCTION CITY I & II

The 4/503d Infantry continued to block along HIGHWAY 4 to XT 307946
in A0 2 with Company A moving its CP location to XT 311945 closing at 1535 hours.
Company D moved to Position BRAVO elosing at 1300 hours to assist B/L/503d Infantry
in securing artillery elements located at that position, Local security and con-
tact patrols were dispatched from all units with negative contart, At 0235 hours,
AM14/503d Infantry reported detonating a claymore mine and ten minutes later cbserw
ved two (2) VC carrying a body from that location, M<79 fire was placed on the VC
with unknown results, The 4/503d Infantry was assigned the mission of securing all
engimeer constructed bridges within A0 2, and to clear the roads with attached Ene
gineer mine detector teams, Two ambush patrols were estsblished with negative
results,

At 0730 hours, the 3d Flatoon, D/16th Armor was sent to Position LIZ
to ald in clearing the DZ of heavy drop material, At 110D hours, the remainder of
the company departed the FSB and went to Position LIZ vie XT 340923 where the com-
pany was to aid in clearing the DZ of ammunition dropped in by parachute,” Opera-
tional Control of the comvany was transferred to the Brigads Headcuarters, At 1300
hours, D/16th Armor was released for the day and then ihe company wulled into an
inner perimeter, with the 2/503d Infantry securing the outer perimeter,

£, D+ 2 (2 February 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: None

Operational Summary: The 173d Airborre Brigade (Separate) under the
operaticnal control of the 1lst Infantry Division continusd Operation SUNCTION CITY
ALTERNATE in northern TAY NINH Province, Ambush sites and listening posts of the
1/503d Infentry met with negative contact during the hours of darkness, The Batta.
lion remained in blocking positions on the east flank of the objective area para-
1leling HIGHWAY 4, tied in on the north with 4/503d Infantry and on the south with
the 34 Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, Organic units continued improvements of
dsfensive positions and patrolling in assigned AOs which resulted in the discovery
of several huts, vunkers, and miscellaneous supplies, VC were sited by Battalion
elements on several occasions, however, effective fire could not be placed, Ambush
sites and listening posts were again established during the hours of darkness,

The 2/503d Infutry continued to secure the DZ for the heavy drops
which contimued throughout this period and issued patrols in the immediate area of
the Brigade CP (Position LIZ), At 2225 hours, at XT 353928, an Observation Post
fr-m C/2/503d Infantry received an incoming grenade and sighted 4 VC, The OP
was pulled in and artillery fired into the area, Several screams were heard indi-
cating that the artillery was effectively employed.

The 4/503d Infantry continued to block and clear HIGHWAY 4 withirn A0 2
with no change in unit locations, Two mine detector teams were picked up by Com-
paniss A and C/4/503d Tnfantry’s security elemsnts at the limits of Company R'a 0
(XT 315943 and XT 329937), At 0755 hours, Comoany A/L4/503d Infantry's mins datec-
tor security squad contacted an unknown mmbéer of VC, vic XT 31394 resulting in
two (2) US WIA with enemy casualties unknown, Dustoff was completed by 0847 hours,
Roads were cleared within the Battallon AO by 0955 hours, At 1231 hours, a recen’
patrol from D/4/503d Infantry located an old plataon size base camo vie XT 322527,
VC were contacted on two senarate occasions during the day by the 4/503d Infantry
elemsnts with negative friendly losses and ensmy losses unknown, Two ambush sites
were established during the night which met with negative contact.
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SUBJECT: Cortbat Operations After Action Report -~ Operation JUNCTIW CITf I & I

D/16th Armor continued its mission of clearing the drop zone of awmu-
nition and supplies being dropped by parachute, This was accamplished between the
hours of 0730 and 1700 hours,

At 1900 hours, an LRRP fired on three VC who returned the fire with
semi-autamatic weapons, The enemy broke contact after sustaining 2 VC KIA (BC).
E/17th Cavalry remained attached to the 3d Brigade, lst Infantry Division and aided
in the defense of SUOI DA, At 0300 hours, E/17th Cavalry and elements of the 173d
Support Battalion received 20 - 30 rounds of 8lmm - 82mm mortar fire at SUOI DA, re-
sulting in 24 US WIA and one (1) US KIA,

g. D+ 25 Febrn 1

Changes in Task Force Organization: None

Operational Summary: The 173d Alrborne Brigade continued to conduct
cambat activities in the JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE AO under the Operational Control-
of the 1st Infantry Division, The 1/503d Infantry continued its blocking mission,
improvement of defensive positions and small unit patrolling in assigned A0, Of
significance was an abandoned squad sizs defensive position located by B/1/503d
Infantry at XT 338898, ccasisti:ng of eleven foxholes which appeared to be 2 = 4
weeka old and were subsequently destroyed by the unit, Engineer elements working
in the Battalion AO were subjected to 10 ~ 15 rounds of sniper fire which resulted
in 1 US WIA, A/1/503d Infantry dispatched an element to check out the source of fire,
however, the party met with negative results, Ambush sites and listening posts were
again dispatched during the hours of darkness with negative results,

The 2/503d Infantry continued its security mission in the AO of Posi-
tion LIZ and conducted local patrolling with no significant contact reported,

The 4/503d Infantry contimued to block and clear along HIGHWAY 4 within

AO 2 vith no chunge in unit locations, Platoon si,e patrols were also dispatched
from each company except C/4/503d Infantry which provided seszurity for the Batta-
1fon CP, At 0900 hours, a Brigade convoy was hit by a claymore mine resulting in
two (2) US WIA from the 4/503d Infantry. At 1305 howrs, B/4/503d Infantry located
a trench system and way atation vie XT 324917 and at 1620 hours a large cache of
enemy equipment to include 13 Bicyclas, 4 bags of cooking utensils, 500 assorted
uniforms, 20 - 30 gallons of oil, 25 pounds of documenis, including maps, repair
parts for bicycles, a miner's lamp and a homemade gas mask, All items were either
destroyed or confiscated,

D/16th Armor continued its mission of providing security and clearing
the DZ of items dropped by parachute. E/17th Cavalry remained at SUOX DA under the
OPCOR of the 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division,

he D+ 4 (26 Pebruary 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organiration: D/16th Armor OPCON 4/5C3d Inf

Operational Summary: Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE contimued with
the 173d Airborne Brigade OPCON to the lst Infantry Division, The 1/503d Infantry
reported that ambush sites estsblished on the morning of 26 February met with
negative results, The Battalion remained in blocking positions on the east flrnk
of the oparational area, improving defensive positions and comducting patrols in
assigned AO's, Mmbush/listening sites were again established during the hours of
darkness,
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AVEE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Coabat Opsrations After Acilon Report - Operation JUNCTIONCITY I & 11

The 2/503d Infantry continued its security mission of Position LIZ
and the FSB, At 1645 hours, Recon Platoon/2/503d Infantry observed L ¥C moving
west at XT 352911, Contact was established resulting in 2 US WIA and 2 VC KIA.
An M=l and ah M-i rifle wers captured as a result of this engagament.

The 4/502d Infantry continued to blcck and clear-along HIGHWAY 4
within AO 2 with no change in urit locations, Compenies A, B, and ¢/L/503d Infane
try conducted local searching patrols in their assigned sectors, Company D/L/503d
Infantry under the CPC(N of D/16th Armor conducted a reinforced ccmpany S&D
miesion within AO's 2 and 3, moving within 50 meters of.the CAMBODIAN BORER. The
thrust began at 0930 hours, At vie XT 325947, D/4/503d Infantry had two claymores
and 20 rounds of s/a fire vlaced against them, Artillery was called in to flush out
the enemy. D/16th Armor was called to ths contact area to aid in the search for
the V¢, There were no frierdly essualties resulting from the enemy fire, While
enrcute, D/16th Armor svotted 3 VC at XT 345957, however, the VC disepveared be-
fore effective fire could Le placed, and the proxiaity of friendly forces restrie-
ted the =33 of recon by .50 caliber machinegun, A large cache was located in the
srea where the c’aymors mine had been detonated which consisted of 100 sheets of
tin, ten 200-pourd bags cf shelled peamuts, fifty i-gallon cans of brown sugar,
approximately four tons of icoee paddy rice, 250 200-pound bags of volished rice
and two tons of dried fish, For the remsinder of the day, the APCs of D/16th
Armor shuttled the captured food back to Poeition L1z,

2/17th Cavalry remained at SUOI DA under the OPCON of the 3d Brigsde,
1st Infantyy Divisiom, and assisted in the defense of that position,

1, D +5 (27 February 1367)

Changes in Task Fores Organizatiom: None

Operational Summary: Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE was continued
today with the 173d Alrborne Brigads OPCON to the 1st Infantry Division, The 1/503d
Infantry continued its clearing mission of HIGEWAY 4 with the vattalion sector of
responsibility being uxtended 7000 meters west, At 1035 hours at XT 328919, one mem~
ber of a patrol from the recon platoon inadvertantly activated a grenade, killing
himself and wounding oms other soldier, Company C, at XT 337894 was subjected to a
mortar round or rifle grenade resulting in ome slightly wounded,  The Brigade repor-
ted that at 1818 hours, a hostile force was Jocated at XT 340901, An element of
1/503d Infantry was dispatched to the area after 8lmm mortar preparation, finding
two heavily used footpaths but no hostile element. Durirg the night, an clement of
A/1/503d Tnfantry heard morement at IT 337893 while on mmbush patrol and subsequently
threw grenades znd called in a mortar attack, The unit searched the area in ihe
morning with negutive resmlts,

The 2/503d. Infantry contimed sesrch and destroy operations inmto A0 3,
50 5, and A0 6 uith ors platoon from D/16th Armor OPCOR, A mounted patrol fre=
¢/2/503d Infantry mads contact with 3 YC at XT 357938 at 0930 hours, The VC wers
observed at a distan:e of 50 meters and a hasty aabush was established, When the
mbush was exscuted, the VC broke contact and fled east leaving three blood trails.
Pollowing tho trsils, Company €/2/503 Infantry found 1 VC KIA and 1 Chicom carbine,

The //503d Infantry continued to block and clear along RIGHWAY 4 witkin

A0 2 with no change in unit jocations, Companies B and C continued road security.
D/16th Armor (=) was attached to the L/503d Infantry to aid in the evacuation of the
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUMCTION CITY I & IT

food found on the previous cdar  activities, At 1130 hours, D/4/503d Infantry
Infantry located a harbor ares -ith the center mass at vic XT 335955, The camp
showed signs of recent use and as destroyed, The task force then moved on to
extract 99 200-pound bags of rice and 309 sheets of corrugated tin from the other
site, At 1600 hours, D/16th Armor returned to Position LIZ and 4urned in the cap-
tured enemy material.

At 1345 hours, a UH-1B alrcraft roceived iight anti~wircraft fire at
IT 309930, The helicopter made a precautionary landirg with 2 rands in the - tor
ard 1 round in ths transmission. Two (2) US crewmen were WIi, The aireraft i-.se-
quently flew to BIEN HOA for repair.

Elemsnts of the LRGP at 0850 hours killed 1 YC (BC) and 2 Vi (poss)
at XT 377855, B/17th Cavalry comiinued operations OPCON to the 34 Brigades, 1st
Infantry Divisiom.

3. D+ 6 (28 February 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: None

Operational Summary: Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTEIRATE was contimed
on this day with the 173d Alrborne Brigade (Separate) OPCON to the lst Infantry
Division, Acbush sites established by the 1/503d Infantry met with no enemy con-
tact with the exception of A/1/503d Infantry's site which heard suspscted move-
ment during the night, At darlight, the area was searched and two blood treils
were located which led to a tunnel, The tunnel was searched and 5 AT mines, 6 mine
fuses and miscellaneous items were located, The 1/503d Infantry remained in bloe-
king positions along the east flank of the operational area, continued improvement
of defensive positions and conducted amall unit patrolling, Companies A and B/1/503d
Infantry provided security for engimeer work partiss in the area, Several bunkers,
huts and bowb shelters were discovered throughout the day by elemsnts of the battaw
lion, LTC Goad relincuished command of the 1/503d Infantry to LTC Sachs at 1300
hours on this day. Ambush sites and listening posts were again established during
the hours of darkmess,

At 2045 hours, A/2/503d Infantry spotted 6 VC in front of their peri-
meter with the aid of a starlight scope mounted c¢n 2 ,50 caliber MG, The VC were
engagod with the .50 caliber and M=79 fire and fragmentary grenades, It was believed
that § VC were killed,

At 1007 hours, D/4/503d Infantry found an old platoon size bacs camp
at XT 322937, At 1217 hours, B/4/503d Infantry located 6 bunkers with overhead
cover and 3 tunkers with metal tops, A/L/503d Infantry located at 1317 hours at XT
306932 an extensive bunimr system with mess hall and livestock on hand, Later-that
day, Aipha Company uncovered 3,000 pounds of polished rice, 400 pounds of salt, ome
typewriter, one electric water pmp, one dark room with exposed and unexposed film
and equipment, two slectric transformers, two claymore mines, two plaster tusts of
Ho Chi ¥inh and Leain with miscellarsous portraits of commmist leaders and one
sﬁm&ta‘a

D/16th Armor transported B/2/503d Infar*ry from Position LIZ to &
bridge vic XT 33889/ and secured the bridge until Brave Company returned from their
miss_.n, D/16th then returned to Positioa LIZ,
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AVBE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

E/17th Cavelry, under the Operational Control of the 3d Brigads, 1st
Infantry Division, assisted in the defensé of SUOI DA.

k. D+7 (1 March 1967)

Changes in Task Foree Organization: Nons

Operational Summary: The 173d Afrborne Brigade (Sevarate) under tha
Opsrational Comtrol. of the 1st Infantry Division continmed Operation JUNCTION C:TY
ALTERNATE on this date, The 1/503d Infartry condimusd iic =issicn of ssouring the
Battalizn Bass Area, blocking and road security, No enemy contact occurred during
the hours of daylight,

The 2/503¢ Infantry contimued its vrimary mission of securing the Fire
Support Base and Brigade CP at Position LIZ, At 1920 hours, an ambush elesent from
€/2/503d Infantry made contact with 3 VC, killing 2 and wounding the third, Ths
wounded VC was later aillad while trying to crawl away, Two weapons and a telephone
were captured as a result of this contact,

The 4/503d Infantry with one Platoon of D/16th Ammor contimed te block
and clear along HIGHWAY 4 within AO 2 with nc change in unit locations, Within AO
ORANGE, Compary A/4/503d Infantry located a movie camera with film, twenty-two (22)
still movie cameras, five (5) movie projectors, two (2) speaker systems and assorted
clothing and documents at XT 3C4931, At 1005 hours, C/4/503d Infantry found one
medical kit with small quantities of food and one cx-cart and hay stack, all of which
was destroyed, Three ambushes were sct during the night by the 4ih Battalion, meeting
with negative contact,

D/16th Armor remainsd in position to pull maintenance on vehicles and
equipment, Two APC's were provided to BSOC for clearing equipment f>om the DZ,
The 1st and 3d Platoons were assigmd for reinforcement of the perimeter of 2/5034
Infantry,

E/17th Cavalry rexained under the OPCON of the 3d Brigade, lst Infan-
try Division at SUOI DA.

i1, b+ 8 ‘Znn‘ch 1%22
Changes in Task Organization: Recom Plt/i/503d Inf OPCON 4/503d Inf

Coorationel S : The 173d Afrborne Brigade continued their partie
cipation in Opdration JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE on this day in WAR ZONE *C™ nesr
KATIM. The 1/503d Infantry continued their bldécking/road security mission meeting
with negative erexy contact throughout the day,

The 2/503d Infantry continued to secure ihe Fire Support Base and Bri-
gade CP at Position LIZ, Whils patrolling to the morth of Psn LIZ, elements of A/
2/503d Infantry received received automatic and semi-intomatic weavons fire at 0951
hours at XT 350941, The firing came from the north where two groups of VC, one
moving east and the other west, were observed, Ths enemy troke contact and A/2/5034
took up the pursuit, Contact was again established ~* 1140 hours and one VC was
killed (BC). Contimming to the northeast, A/2/503d In’antry again cbssrved 6 VC
(XT 352943) and called for Slmm mertar support with un:mown results, however a quan-
tity of blood was found in the area,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report — Oparation JUNCTION CITY I & II

The 4/503d Infantry continued tv block and clear along HIGHWAY 4
wvithin A0 2, A/L/503d Infantry executed an air assault on L2 JO (XT 295917) and
then corducted search and Cestroy operations to the east, harboring vic X1 297927,
Companies B, C, and D/4/503d Infantry continued local sscurity missions with the
help of one platoon of D/16th Armor OPCON, At 1209 hours, A/4/503d Infantry fired
on one VC at XT 311927, The enemy soldier returned firs and the contact resulted
in 1 US WIA and 1 VC KIA (BC), At 1248 hours at AT 304917, Company A captured one
wounded VC and an AR=47 rifle, At 1350 hours, A/4/5(3d Infantry found another VC
KIA resulting from yrevious action, At 1545 hours, Company D OPCON to Company A/
4/503d Infantry found six newly consirucied bunkers, 4t 1610 hours, B/4/503d Infan-
try reported five to seven WIA at their location as a result of a 155 mm shell ex~
plosion in the gun tuts, Ambushes set during the hours of darkness by Alpha and
Bravo Campanies met with negative results,

At 0800 hours, the 3d Plstoon of D/16th Armcr was sent south to rice
caches lound by B/2/5(3d Infantry vic XT 3388, At 0900 hours, the 1st Platoon
of D/16th Armor moved to the 4/503d Infantry CP to reinforce their perimeter secu-
rity and remainad there throughout the night, At 1730 hours, the 3d Platoon re-
turned to Position LIZ after having extracted 209 200~pouad bags of rice, At 225%
hours, the Brigade S2 informed the company that en enemy radio transmission had
been intercepted at 2040 hours oraering an attack, At 1455 hours, the 52 informed
the campany that at 1800 hours, an unknown radio station entered one of DANGER's
rnats and crdered a cease fire between 1800 hours and 1900 hours, Nothing signifi-
cant occurred during the hours of darkness,

E/17th Cavalry remained at SUOI DA under the OPCON of the 3d Brigade
1st Infantry Division, An element of the Cavalry Trooo snotted 12 VC with 2
machineguns at XT 361807 and called in an armed helicoovier to supress the area,
They cavntured one VC WIA and were extracted st 1830 hours, After extractionm,
armed helicovters sgain sweot the area resulting in 8 VC KBA (poss),

=, D+ March 1967)

Cnanges in Task Force Orgsnization: A/1/kth Cav OPCON to E/17th Cav

Operational Summary: The 1734 Airborne Brigade, under the Operational
Control of the 1st Infantry Division began displacement of the Brigade CP () from
Position LIZ to SUOL DA (XT 3457), The 1/503d Infantry rstained their blocking
positions on the east flank of the operational area, provided security and conducted
patrollirg in the eastern sector of the A0, The Recon Platoon remained under the
OPCON of the 4/503d Infantry, Two batteries of artillery from the lst Divisica
took up firing positions in the Battalion sector and B/1/503d Infantry was assigned
with the security <f the site. At 0810 hours, Major Hodges assumed the duties of
the Battalion XO, There were no hostile contacts resulting from patrols during
this day,

At 1200 hours, C/2/503d Infantry made contact with a large enemy force,
Elements of A/2/503d Infantry '-sre later calied from the north and south of the cone
tact area to aid Charlie Company, The enemy broke comtact with A/2/503d Infantry
in pursuit, The enemy employzd 60ma mortars, 57mm recoilless rifles, automatic and
semi-automatic weapons, claymore mines and grenades, Four (L) TAC air strikes,
srtillery and 4.2" mortars supported the 2/503d@ Infantry (=), The contact resulted
in 20 US KIA, 28 US WIA and 39 VC KIA (BC).
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AVEE.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Cawbat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

The 4/503d Infantry continued their blocking mission along HIGHIAY
4 within A0 2, The Campanies continued local security patrolling in assigned AO's,
At 1313 hours, C/4/503d Infantry was alerted to have two platoons ready to reinforce
the 2/503¢ Infantry (-) at vicimity XT 3694,

At 0735 hours, the 2d and 3d Platoons of D/16th Armor returned to the
company CP area and at 1110 hours, the 1st Platoon was instructed to return, At
1200 hours, C/2/503d Infantry had established contact with an estimated company (+)
size VC force, The 1lst Platoon was instructed to transport an infantry Platoon of
A/2/503d Infantry as far as vossible into the contact area, At XT 352938, the lst
Plstoon/D/16th Armor was barred from further progress by a large ditch and the ine
fantry platoon was dismounted at that voint to proceed toward the voint of contact,
At 1920 hours, the infantry elements of the 2/503d Infantry returned and the 1st
Platoon of D/16th Armor transported them back to Position LIZ,

On this day, L/17th Cavalry received the mission of moving to Ariils
lery Base 1 an securing a 155mm Howitzer Battery. Attached to the Troop was the
1st Platoon of Troop A/1/4th Cavalry plus a section of twin 40w Dusters, Since
the attachment with the original strength of E/17th Cavalry consisted of a fairly
sizeable force, it was decided to keep one Cavalry Platoon on contimuous patrolling
throughout the A0,

On the evening of 3 March 1967, it was decided that elemenis of the
2/503d Infantry would return to the contact site of C/2/503d Infantry in order to
retrieve 3 bodies which’ were left bshind due to the fierceness of the comtact and to
recon the area for further enemy resistance,

n, D+ 10 (4 March 1967)

Chenges in Task Force Organization: 2/28th Inf OPCON to 1733 Abn Bde

2/34th Armor OPCON to 173d Aon Bde
Ren P1t Inf released OPCON

Opsrational Sumuary: The 173d Airborne Brigade contimmed Operation
JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE vic KATUM in northern TAY NINH PROVINCE under the Opers-
tional Control of the lst Infantry Division, The 1/503d Infantry contimuves their
mission of patrolling, bridge and road security in their assigned sectors, An 6le-
ment of A/1/503d Infantry while securing a bridge szite at XT 337894 was subjected
to 30 = 4O rounds of autamatic weapons fire and 2 - 4 command detonated devices,
The a/w fire originated south of the bridge site and the mines were detonated from
both sides of the road, Three air strikes were directed into the area by the Batta-
lion €O with unknown results, The hostile action caused one US KIA,

(=Y

The 2/503d Infantry comtinued to secure Position LIZ and conducted an
2ir assanlt on an 1Z lecated at XT 378940 in the vicinity of Company C's contact of
3 March 1967, Two platoons fram C/2/503d Infantry and one Flatoon of A/2/503¢ Infan-
try (total force amounting to 118 men) landed in 3 lifts commencing at 1025 hours
and closing at 1048 hours, They received sporadic semi-automatic fire on the third
1ift, While in the area, this element recovered the ? bedies of missing paratroopsrs
and counted 39 enemy bodies from the previovs days action. Also recovered wers one
(1) ¥-60 machinegun, 1 ¥=79, 2 M-16 rifles and 1 PRC-25, The element returned to
the CP location at 1836 hours,
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AVEZ-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

The 4/503d Infantry continued to block and clear alomg WISEHAY 4
within A0 2. The battalion began preparation to deploy t~ = uew AO, The movemsnt
wis delayed- for 2 24 hour psriod. Items found %7 D/4/503d Inftnf.ry had 2}l been
extracted with the exception of 300 =hsers of tin and 400 Tags of rice,

n & March, D/16th Arwor provided sscurity for a convoy from Artillcry
Base 3 north to the 1st Brigade, 1lst Infantry Division CP, The 1st Platoon provided
irsnsportation for B/2/503d Infaniry.

it 1855 hours, = 106 Jsep from the 2d Platoon, E/17th Cavalry hit. »
mine inside the perimetsr which ramnites i~ %= 1205 l.e ui ons paratrocper.

6, D+11 (5 March 1267)
Changes in Task Porce Orgzanizaticn: Kome

Operational Sumeary: The 172d Airborne Brigade (Separate) continued to
particivate in Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE under the OPCOM of the 1st Infantry
Division, The i/503d Infantry was relieved on this dets of road and dridge secu-
rity missions and were instructed by the Brigade to consolidate gll units at ome lu-
cation in preparation for redeployment on 6 March 1967, At 1325 heurs, A/1/5034
Infantry while patrolling in the vicinity of XT 349910, discovered a base casp oo
tairing huts, bunkers; livs stock and other miacellaneous it==3, A cameandsr and
staff xecting was held at 14500 hours to disem=z ine battalion redeployment teo the
southeast on £ #arch, At thisz Lime, FRAG ORDER 2 to OPORD L-67 was issusd, A1
units closed the Battalion CP and established a perimeter for the night, There
wars no enemy contacts during the hours of darkness,

The 2/503d Infantry made similar arrengements for deployment on the
following dxy. Local patrols reported negative contact during the day.

The 4/503d Infaniry contimued to block and clsar along WIGHWAIL &
within A0 2, Companiss A and D moved to Companies B and C resreciissly,
B and C contimued local searching within sectors, At 1025 hours, D/l./gmd Irfantry
closed into Charlie Comparn>is area, At 1245 hours; the advance CP departed FSB III
(xr 289816) svciving at 1423 hours, At 1455 howre, A/L/503d Infantry arrived at
Fosition A1 (B/a/503d Infantry).

The 2/28th Infantry continved its security mission in the vicinity of
KATOM Airfield, 2/34th Armor with D/16th Armor secured the engimser work site at
KATIM. At 1810 hours, 1 APC fros the 2/28th Infantry was ambushed by an estimated
5 « 8 ¥C, D/16th Armmor, resconding to a call for aid, moved ir from the north and
attacked west intc the enemy oositions., Two VC were seen falling but ‘the enemy
fled before a true estimate of the enery casunalties could be cbtained, There ware
two US WIA as 2 result of this actiom,

/AR Ca'alry contined under the OPC(2’ of the 3d PBrigade, l-t Infen
try Division, The 3/319th Artillery disvlaced from Fire Support Base 5 (Pusitiom
LIZ) at 1250 hours and closed at Fire Suoport Base 3 at 1405 hours (XT 290813).

P, D+ 12 {6 Xarch 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organisatiom: 2/28th Inf released OPCON 173d
Aba Bde
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SUBJECT: Combet Opsrations Aftar Action Revort -« Opreration JSURSTIM CIIY I & II
Operstional Stamary. The 173d sirvorne Brigede (Separats) comenced

Fhese IT of Opersticna JUNRCTIVN CITY T wisl; airecbile and groumd sesaults scutheast
of KAT™. The daterture of the 1/55:4 lofantry bezan at 930 horss with ibe Kortxr
Platoom and CP corrol gt deplorir= to FSB ITI by wehicls, At 1022 2oms, the
2irst increwent oI UEelD lelicopters -or tratusvort into the objective ares arrives
an? uvided 2 steady Zlcw of aircraf* to the objective ares {1z 11) until ail wnits
nad clored at 1225 hocrs  The 1/503d Infamiry then comsclidated its forces and bé-
gan xoveaere to Mictive TBTB, arriving and securing the cbjective at 1420 boxre,

093‘ Yours, the 275034 Tmfaxtry, ewploying 36 beliconters, extracted
frcm Positiom LIZ an: meds a heliborme essaalt cn LZ 71 (XT 322358), Saiper fire
var:eoinddnrirf the cesanlt which resnlted ir coe door gunoer being wounded,
A/2/503d Iafa - ry curressed the sniper fire with ¢Om mortars, 4/2/5034 Inf:nt-y
fuPther sec.vé . iho Battalion FSB and CF at IT 737857, Companies I and C/2/3034
Infantry ar< O Decon FPlatoon established blockirg positiams at IT LSS, YT 362857,
and XT 34,885 yespeciively,

The 4/503d Infantry co <vctad a heliborns assanlt on IT 33 begimins
at 1303 hours s closing at 1335 Laurs At 1615 hours, 4/L/5G33 Infantry, wnile
clearing LZ 41, received LO - 50 rouads .f 8/a zmd antomatie fire and several X-79
rorxds frow an sstimated scuad or larzer size hostiie anit ol XT 38328, 5 ¥C it
tacked from an *L® sheded vesitiom, The actios resulted in ) US Xia »~4d 3 US WIA,
Zpexy loszes were “rimcu,

On 6 Marelp 1967, D/16th iwmor 28 a dart of Task Porce Tasker was in-
structed to a:tack scuth, slearing ROUTR 245 from XiTIM to 20 TGC with =tne detec~
tor teams and :hen contizme south to (biestivs 2N, At 0610 bours, D/164n krcr
Linked up with 2/3Lth Armor and B/L/50°d Infartry =t a recdefvous arez at IT %22,
027. At 064D hows, the Task Pcree bezan its weve, On 25TS 246, five cines <ere
famd,tlounksn-ndn_zedanda155-mda.m;cl~m-eximxm T2 off
the road, kt16mhc::rs,the?as_}‘om lirked uo with the 25084 Imlziry snd
noved Litc a logger positiom zt IT 375837,

The i72d Engineer Commany (-} ~==aizsd porth of XATHF i= suppert of
Brigade operations. E/17ih Covalry remeia 4 PO to the 33 Brigade, 1st Infamixy
Division. T:ts 3d Platecon of E/37th Cavelry ieft for a 3 dxy vatrcl sast of ihe
main river. The 37IFs Artillery soppcrted the Prizade from FSB ITI (IF 2w0s13).

q. D413 {2 ¥arci 1967)

Charges in Task Porce Organisation: Kane

ratiosal : Ooeratiom JUSCTION CITY ALTEDNLTR was contimed
oo this date with the 1734 Afrborne Prigade ogeriting soctheas:t of ELTIM im TAY KINS
Province. The 1/503d Infantry concucted search and destroy operatiocs zererally
nort~east developing into the following incidents: 3t 1000 hours at XT 359207, A/
1/503a Infartsy iocated five bunkers and thirleen 2 - 3 man foxhwles, it 1LLC boxrs,
at XT 366805, B/1/35034 ixfantry envaged tires 7T, one of vham was armed with anm sate-
matie wearon, Artillery was called in a¥d t3» enemy Tied ic the morinesst.

The 2/503¢ Infantry received saoproximately fifty 30mm sorisr roonds lane
ding pesar the Alvha Company verimster with necztive TS czsuaities, Comier-mortss

fire was directed into susvected enemy lociriccs with unonown resalts, it 005C roors,
a matrcl from R/2/503a Infartry detomatsd s bootriras resulting 3= I 06 IJA,
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AVEE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBSECT: Combat Operations After Action Peport - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

The 4/503d Infantry conducted search and destroy operations from LZ
41 within A0 2. C/4/503d Infanrtry remainsd at the LZ to provide sscurity of the
area, Task Force Tanker, consisting of D/16th Armor, 2/34th Armor and D/A/503d
Infantry moved to XT 380856 at 0840 hours with the tanks on line and the APC's
of D/16th forming a second line., A reserve force followed in column, At 0845
hours, the TF began the sweep scth toward Position RON, At 1305 hours, vicinity
of XT 378830, the TF broke into a clearing and proceeded across it, The first of
the tanks had broken into the jungle when small arms fire was received from the
northwest, The tanks swung their turrets toward the incoming enemy fire and opened
fire with .50 caliber MG's and 90mm canisters, Several personnel from D/.4/503d
Infantry received wounds and one man was killed, Incoming fire was returned from
the south and the forward elements of the TF swung into a perimeter and returned
the fire, The woundd were extracted to the rear elements at XT 381828 where a
Dustoff ship had landed, Cannister rounds from the tanks and small arms from
D/4/503d Infantry accounted for 6 VC KIA (BC), D/16th Armor accounted for 1 VC
XIA (a sniver that had fired from the south), From 1530 hours until nightfall,
air strikes were called in on the enemy positions to include intermittant artile
lery fire, TF Tanker contimed west to linkup with the 4/503d Infantry (-), Therse
was no further contact, At 1320 hours, B/4/503d Infantry received an estimated 360
rounds of automatic weavons fire from 2 VC at XT 374830, The VC withdrew before
effective fire could be placed upon them, The action that TF Tanker had been ine
volved in resulted in one US KIA and six US WIA, Two AK-47 rifles, three Mosin-
Nagant -ifles, 50 rounds of 7,62m smmunition, 2 AK-L7 magazines and five documents
were also caotured,

The 173d Engineer Company departed vic north of KATUM (XT 338905) and
moved south on HIGHWAY 4 elosing at SUOI DA at approximately 1620 hours without in-
cident, At XT 288630, r. 5-ton truck from the 173d Support Battalion hit a land
mine while moving with a lst Infantry Division Supvly convoy from SUOI DA enroute
to FSB 3, E/17th Cavalry remained under the OPCON of the 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry
Division,

r, D+14 (8 March 1947)

Changes in Task Force Organizaticn: None

%Erational Surmary: The 173d Airborne Brigade continued Phase II of
Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE southeast of KATUM conducting search and destroy

operations in ass’gned AO's, The 1/503d Infantry continued operations east of
jective FETE moving approximately 700 metors without significant contact.,

At 0325 hours, the perimeter of A/2/503d Infantry again received 25 -
30 rounds of 60mm and 82mm mortar fire, The rounds impacted along the southeast.
portion of the perimeter and resulted in 1 US WIA, At 1446 hours, a platoon from
Alpha Company, vhile patrolling in the vizinity of XT 389872; made contact with an
sctimated 8 VC, The frisndly element rsceived s/a fire from the southeast and northe
east, The contact, supported by 4,2" mortar and arvillery fire, was broken when the
VC withdrew to the east at 1530 hours, FEssults were 1 US WIA and enemy casualties
unknown, At 2205 houra, a 12-man ambush element froam €/2/503d Infantry located at
XT 354869, received 5 incoming grenades resulting in ¢ US WIA, A relief force was
dispatched to the location arriving at 0328 hours on 9 March, Artillery and 4,2Y
mortar fire continuad to support the amtush element until thé relief force arrivad
and contact was no: reesgtablished after the initial ineident,

27

CONF IDENTIAL




¥*»

ey rae S

e ¥V

CONFIDENTIAL 3§

AVBE=SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

At 1032 hours, Company C/4/503d Infantry made cortact with five VC at
XT 362837 on the edge of a small base camp, Results were necuitive friendly casual-
ties and o0 VC KIA (BC) and one new Chicom rifle captured, Airstrikes and artillery
followed the incident, By 1730 hours, all units closed into the harboring area at
XT 359833,

At 1140 hours, TF Tanker departsd position at XT 369830 heading sduthe

west, The Armor élement met with no contact during the day and loggered at XT 352«
817 at 1630 hours,

The 173d Enginser Cowpany remaincd at SUQI DA in support of Brigade
overations, E/17th Cavalry remained under the OPCON of the 3d Brigade, 1st Infane
try Division,

s, D+1 March 1

Changes in Task Force Organigation: None

rational : The 173d Airborne Brigade continued Phase II of
Operction 0 AL southeast of XATUM under the Operational Control
of the 1st Division, The 1/503d Infantry reversed its direction of operation zad
concucted S & D operations to the west with two rifle companies deployed abreast,
followed by the third company and HHC (=), The day's opsrations resulted in the
discovery of three relatively large base areas containing bunkers and miscellaneous
supplies, The fortifications were destroyed, At 1720 hours, B/1/503¢ Infantry
discovercd two dead VC bodies in a grave at XT 359794. The bodies wers 4 days old
and it was estimated that they were possibly killed by artillery fire,

The 2/503d Infantry continued blocking and screenjag operations along
the PREK KRAI Stream and conducted local patrolling in A0 1, At 1007 hours, the
Recon Platoon/2/503¢ Infantry received one command detonated claymore mine apprat-
imately 150 meters south of their location (XT 38485L), In addition, they received
16 rounds of s/a fire while spotting 3 VC, The VC fled befors contact could be
established,

‘The 4/503d Infantry continued search and destroy operations toward
Objective KIKE in A0 2, At 1015 hours, B/4L/503d Infantiy received s/a fire from
the southwest (XT 351828), Artillury was called in, 3Bravo Company spottéd 3 VC at
XT 353826 ten minutes later and took them under fire with unknown results, Suppor-
ting artillery resulted in one US WIA, At 1025 hours, C/4/503d Infantry located a
sm2l) base area with 1000 pounds of polishéd rice, At 1300 hours, Company C saw
2 VC at XT 348838 and took them under fire, Over an hour later, Charlie Comvany
captured a POW in the same area, B/4/503d Infantry was encaged by an estimated 2
squads of VC at 1302 hours at XT 349829, The lead eloment of Bravo Company was
pirned down initially, Artillery ard Air were called in for suoport while B/4/
£03d Infantry withdrew, The campany was hit with two claymores during withdrsmal
resulting in 3 WIA, At 1550 hours, the ccapany again made contact and again they
became pinned, The fight terminated at 1715 hour resulting in 4 US WIA, 2 KTA ard
1 MIA, TF Tanker supported the activity of Bravo Company by providing a blocking
force, nowever, they did not make contact with the enemy,

t. D+ 16 (10 March 1567)

Changes in Task Force Organization: None
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AVBE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJEGT: Gembat Operations After action Repuri = Opsrabicn JUNCTION CTTY I & IT

Operational S__ung%: The 173d Airborne Brigade zontimued participa-
tion in Operation JUNCTLION CITY ALTERNATE, Phase II under the OPCON of ihe 1st
Infantry Division, The 1/503d Infartry conducted scarch and destroy operations
south of Cbjective RON in AQ 5 with 1light contact, At 1305 hours, B/1/5034 Infane
try fired on an estimated 20 - 30 VC at XT 382800, The enemy returned fire (approe
ximately 2C0 = 250 rounds of s/a weapcrs fire) with negative results, It was esti-
mated that 3 VC were killed ss a result of the firefight, At 1430 hours, Recon
Platoon/1/503d Infantry fired on ar. unknown number of VC dressed in mixed clothing,
The action resulted in one VC POW (WIA) and four VC KIA (poss), In additior, ome
rocket launcher, four B-4O type rockets, two Chicom hand grenades, one map, a lan-
tern and a canteen were captured from the POW, No further contact was made during
the day,

The 2/503¢ Infantry contimied search and destroy operations, uncove-
ring several old base camps but making no significant contact, During the hours of
darkness, the Battalion loggered in the vicinity of XT 346852,

The 4/503d Infantry conducted search and destroy operations on this
date mesting with litile enemy resistance, At 0745 hours, A/L/503d Infantry was
test firing a caliher .50 machinegun to the southwsst which tr hed off VC fires
simed at elsments of the 2/34th Armor from the northeast. Semi-automatié fire from
a VC probe resulted in two slightly US WIA, Ro further contact was made,

Elerents of TF Tanker, while harbored for the night, received 10 -
16 rounds of semi-automatic fire and an un‘mown number of grenades at XT 339836,
Fire was returned with unknown results, The 1734 Engineer Company recsived one
WIA at 1140 hours when a 5«ton truck from the 68th Engineer Battalion hit a pres-
sure type mine at XT 283672,

At approximately 2217 hours, the 2d Battalion (Mech), 2d Infantry (-)
was attacked at a Fire Supnort Bssz along ROUTE 4 by the 272d VC Regiment, The
attack was initiated by heavy 30 mimwte mortar, recoiliess rifle preparation, em-
rloying 120mm, 82em and 60mm mortars, Near the end of the barrage, the enemy laun-
ched a two battalion ground attack on the eastern portion of the perimeter., The
attack was met with withering US caliber ,50 and M-60 machinegun fire from ammored
personnel carriers and ground-mounted positions, As the battis continued, mutunally
supporting artillery (including the 3/319th Artillery and Mortars of E/17th Cavalry
of the 173d Airborne Brigade) rained over 5,000 rounds into the area surrounding
the base being attacked. The 3/319th Artillery was later credited with 127 ikills
resulting from this action which took a total of 196 Viet Cong lives,

u, D+ 17 (33 March 1967}

Changes in Task Force Organization: D/16th Armor OPCON 34 Bde, 1t Inf

rational S s The 173d Airborne Brigade continued Phase II of
Operation JUN [ ATE today with the 1/503d Infantry meeting with heavy
contact, The Battalion's operations called for a three company search and destroy
mission to the north, while the Recon Platoon screened to the south and the rifle
company weapons platoon remained at the CP site for sscurity and-firs support. This
tactic produced the following seaueonce of events: At 0945 hours, Company T cbserved
one VC at XT 323800 who initiated fire on the unit with an AK-47., At the same time,
C/1/503d Infantry was subjected to one incoming small arms round from a VC at XT
38579L which resulted in one US WIA, The units returned fire with artillery and 8lmm
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AVBE-SC 15 Jane 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

mortars. At 0950 hours, 10 - 15 é0mm mortar rounds landed south and west of the
1/503d Infantry's CP (XT 381799) after which, 8 VC were observed south of the LZ
moving west to east. A/1/503d Infantry simultsnecusly observed an unknown mmber
of VC to the west in a woodline and the Recon Platoon revorted another 20 VC,

Both units engaged the enemy with small arms fire from the east and west which las=
ted a short white, then the contact subsided., At 1105 hours, the Battalion CP was
again subjected to small arms rounds, this time from the north, recuiring a fopce
comorised of the HHC element and the Recon Platoon to deploy to the area and age
the snemy, The Battalion CO at this time ordered B and €/1/503d Infantry to return
to the verimeter and also recuested air strikes be made available, The verimster
was reestablished with B/1/503d Infantry on the north, Alpha Cotpany on the west and
Charlie Company on the east with the Recon Platoon on the south., In this configu-
ration, the companies reported engaging 25 - 30 VC on the north, 20 = 25 VC on the
west and 18 - 20 VC on the east, Concurrent with this firefight, air strikes and
artillery were directed close to ths nerimeter, The engagement terminated at 1222
hours, at which time B and €/1/503d Infantry moved north and east respectively to
exploit the air and artillery attacks while the Recon Platoon was ordered to proceed
south to search in that direction. The units reported finding 29 VC KIA (BC) and
one captured VC WIA. US casualties totaled 12 WIA, 11 of which required evacuatien,
Weapons, eguipment and miscellaneous items were found in the area of engagement.,
Interrogation of the captured VC revealed that the 1/503d Infantry was attacked hy
a Battalion of the 9th NVA Division. The priecner further stated that he was a mem-
ber of 8 Co, H3 Bn, 16th Regt, 9th NVA Division, Iater that day, an air strike une
covered a large bunker and trench system, howsver, darkness prevented the troopers
from fully exploiting the area and that mission was ussigned for the following day,

The 2/503d Infantry continued search and destrcy operations on 11
March with A/2/503d Infantry uncovering an equipment cache at XT 349857. Among the
items extracted were extensive signal equipment,

The 4/503d Infantry continued S & D operations in the vicinity of
Objective MIXE within AO 2, The unit made negative enemy contact during the day,
The one MIA resulting from the action of 9 March was located (XIA) at XT 349830,
A1l units closed into harbor area XT 342837 by 1605 hours,

TF Tanker moved west to HIGHWAY TL-.4 arriving at 1505 hours. At this
time, the Task Force reverted to the OPCON of the 3d Brigade, 1lsi Infantry Divisi-m,
The 173d Engineer Comoany and E/17th Cavalry maintained their positions of the pre-
vious dqo

v, D +18 {12 March 1967)

Changes_in Task Force Organization: 4/503d Inf OPCON 34 Bde, lst Inf
Div_until 130700H Mar 67

Overational Summary: The 173d Airborne Brigade continued its parti-
eipatior in Operation JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE, The 1/503d Infantry conducted S &
D operations in the vicinity of Objective RON with light contact, At 0707 hours,
a clearing patrol of A/1/503d Infantry mads contact with 5 VC southeast of their
perimster, The enemy immediately broke contact and the incident resulted in no
US casuaities and 1 VC KIA (EC), At 1000 hours, C/1/5(>d Infantry discovered 2
dead VC at XT 384797. The two KIA had been dead for approximately 24 hours and
were a result of the lst Battalion's contact of 11 March., The 1/503d Infantry lo-
cated several base camps containing mmerous supplies whish were either destroyed
or evacuated,
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AVEE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Opsration JUNCTION CITY I & II

The 2d Battalion, 503d Infantry moved by foot from Objective BOB to
a PZ vicinity KATUN during the early morning hours, At 1410 hours, the Battalion
commencad a helilift from this area to SUOIL DA, closing at 1700 hours.

The 4/503d Infanury coatinued search and destroy operations around
Objective MIKE within AO 2, and then moved west toward HIGHWAY 4 and an extrac-
tion LZ, At 1730 hours, D/16th Armor picked up all elements of the 4/503d Infantry
in a shuttle move to the extraction LZ near KATUM, All elements wers closed at a
harbor site (XT 337907) by 1930 hours, Until 0700 hours on 13 March, the 4/5034d
Infantry was under the OPCON of the 3d Brigade, 1lst Infantry Divisiom,

w. D +19 (13 Merch 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: 4/503d Inf return OPCON 173d Abn
Bde (Sep)

Operational Summary: The 173d Airborne Brigade contimed Operation
JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE under the OPCON of the lst Infantry Division in WAR ZONE
uCH,  The 1/503d Infantry conducted patrolling during the morning hours, locating
numerous trench and bunker systems which were destroyed, At 1405 hours, C/1/503d
Infanlxy made contact with an estimated 20 ~ 25 VC at XT 393795, The enemy returned
fire from dug in positions employing automatic weavons and claymore minss, DBefore
Charlie Company withdrew so that TAC Air and artillery could be placed on the cone
tact area, they reported 11 VC XIA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (Poes). At 1559 hours at X
389798, Bravo Company again made contact with a small Viet Cong element which rusule
ted in one more confirmed enemy KIA, At 1805 hours, while Company B/1/503d Infantry
was enrcute to the Battalion psrimeter, two VC bodies were found which had been ‘
killed by artillery, The lst Battalion sustained 2 US WIA during the day's contacts,
neither of whom required evacuation,

The 2/503d Infantry remained at SUOI DA with no significant contact re-
portedo

The 4/503d Infantry began a helilift at 0730 hours from KATUM to SUOI
DA campleting the move at 1030 hours, At this time the 4/503d Infantry assumed re-
sponsibility for the southern portion of the perimeter im the vicinity of the Bri-
gade CP,

x, D+ 20 (1 March 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organisation: E/17th Cav reverted OPCOR 1734 Abn
Me (Sep)

rational S ¢ The 173d Airovorne Brigade began proparations for
a movenent to Bas¢ Camp at Bﬁa HOA, The 1/503d Infantry was extracted from Objecs

tive RON by helicouvter beginning at 0830 hours and ciosed at SUOL DA at @9i5 hours.
At 0630 hours, one short 105mm artillery round landed in the A/1/503d Infantry area
wounding 3 persommel,

The 2/503d Infantry was airlifted by intra<theater air (C-130 and C-123)
from SUOL LA to BIEN HOA Airbase, closing at 1545 hours,

The 4/503d Infantry continued its perimster missions at SUOI DA. The
3/316th Artillsry and Brigade TAC CP acccapanied by D/16th Arsor began movement frem
their Fire Support Base to SUOI DA at 1230 hours and closed at 1530 hours. B/17th
Cavairy reverted to the Operational Control of the Brigade and closed into SUOI DA
at 1530 hours.

1
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y. D+21 (35 March 1387)

Changes in Task Force Organization: Hone

Operational SE%: The 173d Airhorne Brigade (Separate) terminated
its varticipation in Operatiom CTION CITY ALTERNATE with the 1/503d Infantry
and the 4/503d Infantry being transported fran. the area of operations to BIEN HOA
by intra-theater airlift, closing at 1330 hours snd 1200 respeciively, The Brigade
(~) departed SUOL CA at 0801 hours by road convoy and closed at the Brigade's Base
Camp at 1725 hours,

15, Revolutionary Develomment

a, Civic Action Activities: Dus to the locaticn of the Brigade's CP, Civie
Action was limited during Opsration JUNCYION CITY ALTERWATE. Civic Action continued
in the BIEN HOA Area.

b, Brigade 35 Activities

(1) The following is a sumrary of the Brigades S5 Activities during
Operation JUNCTION CITY I (ALTERNATE):

(a) MEDCAP & DENTCAP - None

(b) Psycholegical Overntions: Speaker and Leaflet Missions

DATE THEME MISSION TIME/ AMOURT
22 Feb 67 Chieu Hoi/Weavons Reward Leaflet 92,000
22 Feb 67 Rally Instructions Speaker 1 hr
25 Peb 67 Return to Family/GVN leaflet 150,000
25 Feb 67 Why Yov. Should Rally Speaker 1 hr
28 Feb 67 Chieu Yoi/Return to Family Leaflet 125,000
28 Feb 67 Why You Shorld Rally Speaker 1hr
1 Mar 67 Return t- GVN/Safe Conduct Leaflet 187,300
1 Mar-67 Rally Instructions Spaaker 1hr
1 Mar 67 JUSPAO Newsletters Leaflet 16,000
6 Mar 67 Your Family misses You/ Isaflet 150,000
Return to GVN
6 Mar 67 Why You Should Rally Speaker 1hr
8 Mar 67 Chieu Hoi/Return to Family Leaflst 154,000
8 Mar 67 Rally Instructione Spaaker 1hr
9 Mar 67 Return to GVN/Wezpens Rewasd leaflet 156,000
9 Mar 67 Chieun ‘Hoi/Rilly Imstructicis Speaker 1 hr
9 Mar 67 1967 Calendsrs . Fandout 420
1) Mar 67 Safe Conduct/Weapons Rewar:l/ Inaflet 181,000
Retvrn to GVN
1 Mar 67 JUSPAO Newsletter Leafle. 16,000
11 Mar 67 ¥hy You Should Rally Spealker 1lhr
13 Mar 67 Return to GVN & ¥amily/ Leaflet 336,000
Chieu Hoi/Safe Conduct
13 Mar 67 why You Should Rally Speacir 1 hr
14 Mar 67 Chieu Hoi/Return to Family/ Leaiiet 224,000
14 Mar 67 ARVN vs VC Life Sp.aker 1hr
15 .ar 67 Chieu Hoi/Safe Conduct/Tape A-12  Speaker 1 hr
32
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16, istics/Administrative Activities:

a, General: Operation JUNCTION CITY I was a larze scale search ard des-
troy overation conducted in TAY NINH Province with one battelion (+) intruduced in
the area of operations by airborne assault, The Brigade was OPCON to the lst Infane
try Division throughout the overational period, Logistical suprort was provided
through a 1st Logistical Command FSA at SUOI DA, augmented during the initial phase
by air dropped supvlies, A Brigade Support Operations Ceater (3S0C) was estahliished
at SUOI DA, and a Supply Recovery and Liaison Team was set up on the Drop Zone in
the vicinity of XATUM,

b, Supply:

(1) The following resupply sorties were flown fram SUOI DA to the

forward area:
UH=-1 Heliccptor @ o 0 0 0 6 0 0 ¢ 4 0 0 0 610
Cﬂ-lﬂ Hel‘lcomr ® o & o 0 & & o 0 & o o 29‘0

(2) The following resuooly sorties were flown between BIEN HOA and

SUOI DA:

C=123 Mreraft . . 6o 0 0 0 6 0 606 ¢ ¢ o 30

cgljé MJ'CPRR * @ » * o o o L * o @ * @ 11

W.z AirCrm L) . . . o 0 ] L o o e o u

13) The following tonnages of supplies were handled:
Flom From Dram at

Class Initial Move Initial Drop BIEN HOA SUOT DA
Class I 10.0 20.0 2305 BWOS
Class IT & IV 6,0 10.0 35.0 -
Class I°I 6,9 - k.2 132,3
Class V 23,5 110,0 12,2 1,07m3.3
TOTAL 48,4 tons 140,0 tons 74,9 tons 1’51301 t.ons

¢. Maintenance: Tne ESOC maintenance contact team ccnsisted of 2 offi-
cers and 2, enlisted men, Back-tp support and resuoply of revsir varts was accom=
plished through a daily courier by air to BIEN HCA. The contact team receivad 396
reaquiremsnts for support during the overation, categorized as follows:

Section Jobs Received Jobs Completed Jobs Uncompleted
Ammament 209 196 13
Signal 120 101 1
Mech Maint 67 56 19

d, Medical: An initial complement of thirty-six enlisted men and five
officers, including a two-man KA team, composed the initial personnel strength, In
addition to the clearing facility, a four man team accompanied the airborne assaunlt
made by 2/503d Infantry into the KATIM Area, The ciearing station furnished medical,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & IX

surgical, dental ard medical supply support as needed, Supporting agency for medi-
cal surply was the lst Diviston IMSO, In addition, Company B (Medical) furnished
the mess for t..: BSOC at SUOI DA. Patients wers evacuated fram the forward clearing
station to the 45th MUST in TAY XINH or the 12th Evacuation Hospital in CU CHI. Non.
emergent cases were evacuated to "B" Med clearing station (Rear),

(1) Four hundred seven vatisnts were treated by the clearing station
forward, a breakdown of which follows:

Paticnt Tyme 1722 Abn FPde (Sev) Other Units
KIA 12 1
BC (Sprained ankle on Abn Assault) 17 o
WIA 82 9
Injuries 62 9
FUO 12 .
Dermatological 24 8
Ear, Nose and Throat 9 3
Eye T 1
Cardio-Respiratory 6 0
Gastro-Intestinal L, 6
Genito-Urinary (Including VD) 26 15
Neuro-Psychiatric 2 0
Other Msdical 10 5
Other Surgical 12 2
Vietnamese or Victor Charlie 6 0
Dental 29 1L
TOTAL 330 ™

e, Communications: Communicatiocns during ths marshalling phase of the
parachute operation were those installed in the BIEN HOA Base Camp Area, Outlcaling
coordination was effected by FM Radio, Initial communication on the dror zone was
by AN PRC-25, by employing the RC-292 antenna, P commnicuations were established
to the 1st Infantry Division Forward at MINH THAM!!, Three different heavy drop
loads of communications equivment arrived on the DZ intact, Bach load was capable
of establishing austere communications for a Tactical Brigade CP, The condition
of the gronnd on thes DZ, however, precluded the use of this equimment, As soon as
the vehicles were de-rigged and driven off, the vlatform became hovelessly mired,
They remained on the DZ until late in the afternoon when APC's from D/15th Armor
becamé available to pall them cut, Early in the afterncon of D - Dgy, CH-L7 smorties
delivered the VHF radio equipment, HF RIT, secure teletype and P radio shelters,
Shortly after the arrival of this equipment, VHF comunications were establishad to
the 1st Infantry Division (Forward) providing telzphone circuits fram the Brigade
Forward CP to Task Headquarters, a.. also vrovidinz telephone circuits to BIEN HOA
ARMY, Wire was laid to all units in the oblective area vrior tu night fall, This
«as the first time that it had been possible to establish wire communications to
all subordinate units and was possible because all units were deployed within 3 im
of the Brigade CP, On 6 March 1967, the Brigade Main Forward CP displaced tc SUOI
DA leaving a TAC CP at the DZ location. A relay station was established at FSB III
in preparation for the move of the TAC CP to that locaticn, Communications from
the Main CP (SUOI DA) to the TAC CP (Position LIZ) were established by using A=
channel VHF (AN/MRC-112) which provided telephone service between the two zommand
posts, On 14 March 1967, the TAC CP closed down and the Infantry Battalioms
assembled in the area of SUOI DA for airlift to BIEN HOA, Road movemsnt fram SUOI
DA was controlled by helicopter which repcrted progress to the Brigade Rear CP,
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17. Special Equipment/Techniques:

a, Alrborne Operations: The various stages in coordination, planmning,
execution and problems encowrtered during the Parachute Assauwlt f 22 Pebrumary 1967
are covered in detail in Tab D, Inclosures 1 - 4 in this report.

b, Starlight Scopes and Infra-Red Equirment: Company D/16th Armor reported
that Starlight Scopes end Infra-Red equipment contimed to provide valuable aid in
perimster defenss during the hours of darimess on (usration JUNCTION CITY I1.

¢, Use of Tanks: The use of tanks to break trails through heavy vegatated
terrain allows the introduction of heavy fire vower into areas not normally acces-
sible to this unit and orovides infantry elements with direct fire svpport amd pro-
tection with which to move imto enemy held areas and assures the neutralization of
the hostile force with a minimum amount of friendly casualties,

d. Use of Staging Areas: The use of a staging area prior to the actual
emvloyment of combat elements proved desiresble in that it assisted in vsychologie
cally preparing the soldiers for the impending mission,

e, Marking Unit Locatioms: For marking of unit and troop positions on
the ground for an aerial observer, each line company was given a designated color
of smoke to employ (e. g, Company A - Violet, Campany B - Green, Company C ~ Yellow,.
This scheme was changed periodically and resulted in a greater ease of identifying
each unit, wirere they were, and the praximity of the unit with others,

£, Effectiveness of Underground CP Iocation: The Cavalry Troop (B/27¢h)
spent many hours in preparing their positions with owi cthead cover, and for the first
time, the Troop CP operated underground. This proved to be very effeetive during
the mortar attack which the Troop underwent., Because of this, operations ard cowmm-
nications personnsl were able to con.inue to operate with little difficulty.

g, Mins Detector Teams: It was discovered by the 1734 Enginear Company
that the fastest and best way to deploy mine detector teams was in grov - of five
men, with 25 metsr spacing between the teams and with teass lined diagonally across
the road being serured,

h, Use of APC!s in Airborne Drops: Armored Personnsl Carriers were found
tc be invaluable for moving ammunition off the Drop Zone during D - Day and the days
immesictely following the parachute sssault, Provisions should be made to include
them in on all future airborne operations for this purpose,

18, Results of Operation JUNCTION CITY 1

a, Friendly losses

() The following are versomnel losses sustained by the 1734 Airborne
Brigade during the operation:

moaaooovo'noloooutnOBB
mono.o-ooolpoonoooono

nnooo'aoo.'oov-ooooaoo
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{2) The fonowhg losses in equipment were sustained by the Prigade
during Operation JUNCTION CITY

U5 caliber pistel,
MN-16 Rifles , . . ,
Gas Masks . , . . .
Compasses ., . . . .
Bayonet . . ., . .
Flash Light , . ..
Antennas , , ., ..
PRC-25 Radios . . .
Handset . ., . . . .
Helwet w/limer . .
Plotting Boards . .,
Yiet Coon Losses:
{1) Persomnel:

KA(BC). . ...
KIA (Poss) . ...

WCC .o <« v v 0000
(8) Meapoms:

Bolt Action Rifles
hotomatic Rifles, .
Light Machineguns .

Anti Tank Weapons (B-40 EL)

Flare Pistols . . .,
(3) Mmmnition
7.92am Rounds . . .

7.62mm Rounds . .
»30 Caliber Rounds
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Combat Opsrations After Action Report - Operaticn JURCYTON CITY Y & IX

60mm Mortsr Rounds ., ., . . ., .

&.2" Moptar Rourds ., . . . . .

B-&Obck‘:‘o..........

Assorted Semi-Aitamatic Rounds

MOO..O.‘.OOO

MAlL Mires . . . ,
(5) Demolitioms:
Shape Chacge . . .
Kasting Caps . .
Detonating Cord .,
™. . ¢ 0 e 000
Caroide
Plastic Explosives
(6) Installatioms:
Foxholes . . . . .

Moo...
Banlars . ., . . .

m.c...'.
Bomb Shelters . .

.

.

.

o

o

(7) Cosmunicatios Ruipment:
Toischome® . . ... .....

Maltimeters . .. ... ..
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SUBJS’T: Combat Operations After Action Report - Coeration JUNCTION CITY I & II
Vibrator Power Unit . . . . . . . v v s s v o 0 o o o 1
RadioS, . v o o o 0 ¢ ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 00 cae0eeeesls
AMEENDAS . . . . . s . e e s s s e e e e e e e 2
Niscellaneous Ecujoment . . . . . .. . . . . 1,000 Ibs

(8) Food:

Rice . . . . o s v v v e v o o o o oo oo o 10kk tons
Peamuts , . . . .« - s et b st o 00 0.0 e l2tom
Dried Fish . . . 4+ © ¢ ¢ 2 e v e v o o o - o » 2.2 tons
SAIt . .t s s e s s e e s e e e s a e ..o 6251ks
(9) Miscellaneaus:

Modical Suoplies . , . . . .. .. .. 00 0 o 25 102
Clothing . o o o ¢ 4 o e 0o o o 2 o2 0+ » . 6001rs
Miscellaneous Equipment . . . . . . - . . ., - . 200 1bs
Dark Boom (Complete) .. ... . ......... 1
CHMEIBS ¢ 4 2 ¢ ¢ 0 600 0 0+ o2 0ooeceoeesd
Film s e e s s o 0 s s e s e e e s e e e. 17,000 ft

19, Commanier's Analysis and Lessons ‘earmed:

a, Commender's inaiysis

Throuchout Operation JUNCTION CITY I eancvcted in WAR ZOBE =C*, the
1734 Airborne Brizade!s =Skr Soldiers”™ again distinguished themselves bty = =ut-
standing verformance, The entire ooeration was a tremendcus success as every
assigned mission was accamdlished in a first class mammer,

Operation JUNCTION CITY I marked another first for the 1734 Airborme
Brigade (Separate), 2s members of the Erigade conducted the first combat jvam by
US Forces in VIETHR. The Jmp and subseguert heliborpe sssanlts oo 22 Felruary
1567 demonstrated the Prirade’s professiomalism at its best., During the next 2
23ys, the 1724 became the svearhead of the larzest ailied offensive conducted to
date in the HEPUELIC of VIETR#M. As listed in varazrach 18, considerable damage
was inflicted by the paratroovers in the Viet Cong overating in WiR ZCXE <C*. Cf
significant imdortance was the number of Viet Cong killed and captuved ard the
Camplete destruction cf the COSYR Fublic Informatisn Office for Psycholoeical Fro-
pagandz and a COSVK siznal site.

As a result cf this gnit’s accomdlistmerts, the Brigade i= contimuing
to receive world wide publicity and the e7ves of the natios are zoon us, Through
the personai efforts of the paratroopers, even bizzer and xore significant succass
will be achieved by the 173d Airborze Prizade (Sepsrzte) in the fature.
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b, Lessons Learned: The follcwing arc the most significant lessons learned

during Cperation JUNCTION CITY I
Ttem: DZ Parachute Problem

Discussion: Rotary wing aircraft cannot safely perform miszions out
of a parachute Drop Zone ualess all parachutes have besn secured, One accident and
several near misses were expsrienced as a result of helicopters trying to verform
missions on the DZ litiered with parachutes,

(bservation: Special attention should be paid during future airborre
operations which recuire helicopter suvport: to insure that LZ on and arcund the D2
are properly policed of parachute eouipment which ray hinder the aircraft's landing
or take off,

Item: Dustoff Training

Discussion: The amount of tims that the DMustoff heliconter must re-
main in the area is devendent uvon the skill and speeld of {ha inrdi~iduals on the
ground who maneuver the vatient into the aireraft, It wac iound that often this
process was unnecessarily lengthy,

Observation: The need for training on +he use of the Dustoff pene-
trator was aprarsnt during this operation,

Item: Aerial Observers

Discussion: Contimucus air observer coverage of manesuver eiussits re~
quires the alternating use of two (2) aircraft,

Observation: This requirsment needs to be fulfilled by two (2) Ol-Ets,
Due to the time requirea .o refuel; change pilots and mechanical difficulties, the
use of two 0l-Et's working in rotation car best provide the coverage recuired and a
amooth transiticn. Also; the use of two 0l-E's will reduce the amount of time that
{he aerial observer will be required to fly each day, In this operation, the serial
averaged ten (10) nours on station each day. This is an excessive tims period and
has an adverse effect on the effic.:ncy of the aerial observer,

Item: Convoy Control

Discussion: When being escorted through thz city of SAIGON by MP's
assigned to that district, arrangements should be made by the Brigade to have either
the SaIGON MP'y or the Brigada's MP's and E/17th Cavalry to set up much needed TCP's
within the city itesif to avoid any confusion in regard t- certainm turns ete, and to
avoid congested areas of civilian traffic,

Observation: It is recommended that s lead element of the Brigade
situate themselves in the city of SAIGON two days prior to the Brigade convoy moving
through the town, Whenever possiblo, aerial observation of the convoy movement by
an MP representative sheuld be employed to arsist the MP's manning the TCP's along
the convey route, Aerial cbservers could be effective to cl..ck any possible points
of conjestion along the way.

Ttam: New Mcdel Enemy Mine
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SUBJECT: Combat Opsrations After Action Neport ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

Discussion: A new type handmade claymore mine was found by the 2/503d
Infantry yic XT 361941, The mine is rectangular in shape, made of sheet metal, dark
green in color, contains avproximately two pounds of TNT and 200 pellets, The mine
is setvsn and one half inches long, four and three cuarters inches high and two and
one eighth inches thick, The front of the mine is concave with three flat surfaces,
The fuse well is in the Lottom of the mine and a crude sighting davice is on top,
The pellets are in a single layer under the front metal covering, The pellets are
cut from a steel rod, one aquarter inch in diameter and three eighths of an inch long,

Observation: On the back of this new type claymore is marked: 'MDH2, T
11,66B", It is believed that the VC nomenclature for this weapon is DH-2, This par-
ticular mine was probably made in November 1966,

Item: VC Mining

Discussion: dJust because APC's or tanks have used a road once does not
mean it 1s cleared, The VC bury mines upside down in troughs, necessitating as many
as ten passes to detonate one of these trough deployed mines,

Discussion: Not enough time is allowed mine detector teaus to clear
roads of mines, Commanders and staff should allocate a greater period of time to
allow a thorough clearing of a certain length of road., Under conditions wliere thers
are no mines or metal objects in the road it takes one mine dstector team one hour
to clear a strip of road 2,5 meters wide and 200 meters long,

Observation: When reconning by fire in conjunction with mine clearing
operations, firing should be contreclled so that the brass, bullets, or canister
veliets do not land on the road to be cleared, If metal is on the road, mine detec-
tors are greatly impeded as they have to check out all responsss., Recommend that
firing be limited to the shoulders and off to the sides of the road, It is empha.
sized that ex*reme caution must be exercised when travelling on roads that have not
been thoroughly cleared and thie practice should ba avoided if possible,

Item: Recovery of Mined Vehicles

Discussio;: In many instances, the VC place mines off the road in a
turn around area to iumpede the racovery of mined vehicles,

Observation: When recovering mined vehiclos on rcads, it is essential
that mine detectors have been employed off the road a sufficient distance so that
the turn around area can be safely used during recovery,

Ttems: Test Firing of Weapons

Discussion: The pactice of test firing all weapons prior to darkness
was implemented by D/16th Armor and found to be a practical method of insuring that
all function properly on perimeter defense,

Observation: Due to the large amount of road work done by the Armor
Campany, the weapons were often clogged with dust, and by actually firing, the indi-
viduals were assured of their proper functioning in the event of a probve.

Jtem: Staggered Perimeter Defense

10
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Discussion: The staggered verimeter was found to be advantageous in an
open area,

Observation: The staggered formation allows the vehicles to mutually
suoport each other and in the event that a vehicle is over-run, the vehicles to the
rear can cover it with fire without endangering vehicles to the left snd right,

Ttem: CAR~15 (Commando Automatic Rifle)

‘/\ Discussion: The new CAR=1.5 Weapon worked well for movement as employed
by the Brigade’s Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols, however, certain difficulties
were encountered, It was found that the front hand guard heated too rapidly and that
the weapon jammed more often than the M=16 Rifle,

oservation: It is desired that further modifications be made on the
CAR«15 to prevent its heating at the front hand guard, and that a study be made concer-
ning the character stic jamming of the weapon.

Ttems Units Requesting Resupply

Discussion: As on past operations, LOC helicopters were dispatched to
the forward area with an incorrect location or to an element that was not ready te
receive supolies, Such occurences are extremely costly in terms cf helicopter
sortier lost and impede the satisfaction of unit logistical requirements,

Observation: Units must continue to refine their procedures for insu-
ring the correctness of receiving unit locations, call siens, freauencies and that the
receiving unit is, in fact, ready to acceot resunply, Close and continuous coordina-
tion is essential, A1l units, including senarate :ompanies, must nrovide a revresen-
tative in BSOC for liaison.

Ttems Delivery of "A"™ Rations

Discussion: On a day when the Brigade mansuver forces are invoived in
large scale airmobile assaults, it is particularly difficult to complete the resuvply
in the late afternoon. Usually the helicopters available to work IOC are less than
normal because of troov 1lift recuirements, and the unita do not get to their over
night oositions until late in the afterncon, Additionally, the remuirements for muni-
tions and water are greater than on the average day.

Observation: When the majority of the Brigade's maneuver forces are ine
volved in air assault or other major movements on a particular day, there should be
no attempt to feed ®A" rations for the supper meal., This would allow the LOC effort
to be devoted entirely to the movement of wegpons, ammumition, and water during the
time available, operating under priorities established by the units,

Item: Difficulties in Unloading Aircraft

Discussion: Difficulty was experienced in umloading aircraft and in han-
dling supplies in the BSOC Area,

Observation: An Air Force Aerial Port Tear should be recuested to load
and unload aircraft in the forward area,
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SUBJECT: C-mbat Operations After Action Revort - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

Item: Evacuation of Routine Casualties

Discussion: During the initisl phase of the overation, difficulty was
experienced in evacuating routine casualties to BIEN HOA, Although this problem was
later resolvad by using daily resupply choppers returning to Base Camp, in the early
days of ine cperation, there was some concern over patient evacuation,

Observation: From D - Dgy, a ship should be made availatle to evacuate
routine casuzlties on a one flight per day basis, This could be coordinated with the
Brigade Aviation Officer prior to each operation,

Item: Dust Controi for Medical Purposes

Discussion: An ecologzical problem of dust control was constant during
this overation making sanitary maintenance virtually imvossible during surgical pro-
cedures,

Observation: A vortable Dust-Off pad of some sort is necessary to oro-
vide some semblance of sterility in the treatment section, e, g, rubber nat, pirne~
vrime surface,

Item: Vehicle Maintenance

Discussion: A tctal of eichteen vehicles had to be towed durineg the con-
voy from BIEN HOA to SUOI DA, most for 2d Echelon work. Most organization rechanics
do not take PLL revair narts to the fisld with them.

Observation: Vehicles should be insvected orior to deployment to minimize
convoy lesses due to minor maintenance oroblems, Units should be sure to take basic
PLL reoair parts with them to the field,

The following items are concerned with the problems encouniarad imme-
diately following the varachute assault of 22 February and tne subsecuent heavy drops,
These lessons learned were supplied by the i73d Support Battaliom,

Item: Returning of Air Delivery Equipment

Discussion: Units must, as a standard vrocedure, return all air deli-
very eauipment to the Brigade Supply Office on the first available sireraft so that
such equipuent is available for the shipment of additional supplies,

Obssrvation: If promv: return of air delivery enuioment is accomplished,
the Brigade can function on a lesser ouantity of air items (aoproximately 20 tons of
A~22 bags and associated eouipment were used on Overation JUNCTION CITY I), and the
lcss  nd back-haul recuissment will te reduced.

Item: Problems Encountered on Heavy Drovs

Discussion: On D + 1, many aircraft were loaded with more than 12 con-
tainers, In these aircraft, the last bunkles would vlunge throuch the devloyed can-
ovies of the vreceding loads causine extensive canooy and suwply damage, The same
vroblem occurred when aireraft extracted their loads while climbing at an ansle sreater
than 8 degrees,
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AVEE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

Observation: Further training by ths Alr Fores in CDS procedures would
improve future overations of this nature, Conrentrated CDS patierns vwere not achisved
until the last two drop days when cnhe angle vanel system was successfully emvloyed,

Ttem: Aircraft Altitude for CDS Drops

Discussion: At O945 hours on D - Day, two CDS=G13 loads were 75% loss
when the C=130 aircrasrt executed extraction at 150 to 200 feet instead of the pre-
scribed 400 feet,

Observation: It is mandatory that Air Force personnel be oriented to
the precise altitude of both CDS drops and Heavy Drops to insure the safe deploy-
ment of canopies, thereby insuring that the equipment will not be damaged due to
too rapid a descent,

Item: A-22 Siiigs

Discussion: A-22 slings constructed of type 15 cotton webbing broke
on seversl occasions, causing malfunctions and the loss of supplies during L.0OG Cam-
mand drors.

(bservation: A-22 containers should b: carefully inspected by the rigging
unit to insure that webbing and hardware are in gowd conditiom,

Ttem: Damaged Alr Equipment

Discussion: There was sxtensive pilferage of varachutes and icit bags
directly fo.lowing the varachute assault. Helicooters landed and stole varachutes
from the DZ. Equimment was damaged unnecessarily on many occasions., Parachute sus«
vension lines were cut, Canopy sections were removed, Slings on A-22's and risers
on G=13 varachutes were cut to free loads, In addition, there were insufficient per~
sonnel in the objective area to recover the suovlies and air delivery ecuimment,

Observation: Personnel shovld be oriented in recovery techniques and
imoressed with the need for vreserving air delivery ecuirment, Additional recovery
personnel from the Support Battalion should be vprogrammed into the objective area in
an early follow up to the assault to accelsrate recovery of suoplies and air delivery

eouivment,
o Bl aran

E. B. ROBERSON
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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CONFIDENTIAL

(EPARTMENT OF THE ARMMT
HEADQUARTERS 173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SEPARATE)
APO San Francisco 96250

AVEE.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report -~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

TO: Assistant Chief of Staf?
For Force Development

Departient of the Ammy
Washingtan, D, C, 20310

The following report is sutmitted in accordance with MACY Directive Number
335-8, (RCS Exempt)

1, General: During the initial planning of Operation JUNCTION CITY, the }73:1
Airbarne Brigade was not scheduled to participate in Phase II (JUNCTION CITY II,,
howsver, immediately after the Brigade returned to BIEN HOA terminating their par-
ticipation in Operation JUNCTION CITY I, the lst Infantry Division made a request
tc II FFORCEV for an additional Brigade in the-operational area, II FFORCEV sgjede
the decision to redeploy the Brigade to the A0, now in the sastern vortion of WAR
ZONE "C", again under the Operational Control of the lst Infantry Division, The
1734 Airborne Brigade (Sevarate) was asnigned the mission of securing the staging
area at MINH THANH by 20 March 1967 and o0 remain thare for airmobile overations on
23 March 1967,

2, Nsme of Operation: JUNCTION CITY TI

3. References: Maps Vietnam, 1:50,000 » Sheets 6231 I & IV, 6232 II & IIT
6331 Iv, 6332 IiI

L, Type of Operation: Search and Destroy

5., Date of Operaticn: 20 March through 13 Aeril 1967

6. Location: WAR ZONE "C", vicinity of MINH THANH
7, Command Headquarters: 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate)
8. Reporting Officer: Brigadier General John R, Deane Jr.

9. Task Force Organization:

Operation JUNCTION CITY IT

1/503d Inf = LTC SACHS 2/503d4 Inf - LTC SIGHOLTZ

1 Sqd Engr 1 Sqé Ergr
3 Sct Dog Tas 3 Sct Dog Tas

4/503d Inf . LTC JACKLEY

1 Sqd Engr
3 Sct Doz Tms

DOWNGRAIED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12°YEARS
DOD DIRECTIVE 5200.10
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AVEE-3C

15 June 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Overation: JUNCTION CITY I & II

Bde Control
D/164h Armor
E/17th Crv
Engr Co (-)
HHC (=)
BSCC

10, Supporting Forces:

a, United States Air Force:

(1) Size of Force:

(2} 3d Tactical Pighter Wing
(b) 12th Tactical Fighter Wing
(e) 31st Tactical Fighter Wing
{d) 35th Tactical Fighter Wing

(2) Now and When Employed:
{a) TAC Sorties:
3dTEW, .,

2thTAW , - o - - &
3mTN¢oooo-
35thTRW ., , . . . .

POTAL . . .

(b) FAC Sorides . ...
{¢) VNAF Sorties . . . .
(d) Toms of Ordnance . ,
(e) Visual Recomnaissance
(£} Bacort Missions . .

(g) Aerial Resupply . .

* o 8 8 s

e 4 & % o

® o a4 v

LIPS Y

-

[T

.

I S}

>

.

s 0.0
. 3845
. o117
ool
. s 295

{3) Resuits and Effectiveness: The 173d Alirborme Brigede (Separste)
moved to the MIM{ THAMH Area by land convoy and C-130 aircraft begimming at 0500

hours on 20 March 1967, Infantry Battalions were airlifted into the forward opera=-
ting area on 21 March 1967. Sustained resupply operetisns were supvorted by C-123 and

C-130 2irlift, TiC Alir preparstion was highiy effectivs when i{roops were corduce
ting airwobile azranlts into coatested LZ's,

(4) Timeliness: A1l sorties vrovided arrived within & useable time

frame and were effectively emvloyed.
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AVEE.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Cambat Operations After Action Report - Opsration JUMCTION CITY I & IX

b, Ammy Aviation

(1) Size of Force: During Operation JUNCTION CITY II, ths 1734 AMr-
borne Brigads (Ssparate) was supported by the following units:

(a) 11th Aviation Fattalion
(b) 145th Aviation Battalion
(c¢) 254th Medical Detachment
(2) 173d Aviation Platoon (Casver Platoon)

(2) How and When Bmployed: The above aviation units flew a total of
7,415 sorties to include Combat Assanlt, Armed Helicovter, Resupply, Command ané
Liaison, Aerial Recomnaissance and Aerial Observer,

(3) Highlights of Avistion Activities: An rffective melhod of aire
mobile extraction was utilized on '~ “insl day of the operation when two infantry
companies performing road securit; ra picked ap by UH-1 helicopters and trans-
ported to & vehicls rendezvous point, The airlifts provided the grounmd units with
a high degres of flexibility and utilizing the road way as a PZ provided an effi-
cient extraction. Dust was 2 problem but extraction was successful. Gunships
sudported the extraction.

(L) A total of 2;737.9 hours were flown in support of Operatiom
JUXCTION CITY II for a daily average of 119 hours.

(5) A totsl of 8,6L; passengers were transported in suppart of the
Brigade operation for a daily average of 360,C passengers.

- 113,% tons,

(7) Results and Effectivenesa: The aviation suvport which the Bri-
N gade received was adeouate to meet the essential recuirements. A shortage cxisted
to suvoort the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol and as & result, they lost a cone
siderable amount of their effectiveness. The arrival of four (L) additioral UH-1D
helicooters fram the 173d Aviation Platoon greatly eased the troblem in furnishine
Comsand and Liaison aircrafv,

¢. Artillery
(1) Size of Force:
Btry %, 3d Bn, 319th Arty (6 105am Bow)
Btry B, 3d Bn, 31Gth Arty (6 105ma Bow)
Btry C, 3d Bn, 319th Arty (6 105am How)
(2) How and When Faployed:
{a) On ¥onday, 20 March 1967, :t 0655 hours, the 3d Pattaliom,

319th Artillery (-) deparied BIEN HOA Rase Caxp bty road. The Axtillery Battaliiom
closed at MINH THANH Airfield (FSB *"D® = XT 646671) at 1500 hours. Advance elements

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVEE-SC 158 hma 10A7
SUBJECT: Combat Overations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

which consisted of 18 M.102 Howitzers with crew dedarted BIEN HOA Airbase by C-120
aireraft at 0921 hours closing at MINH THARH at 0930 hours, They were laid and
prepered to fire at 0955 hours, Coordination was made with Destroyer TOC to supoort
the 2/18th Infantry, A total of three missions were fired and a total of 67 rounds
weres expended, On Wednesday, 22 March 1967, the 3/319th frtillery noved from MINH
THaNH Alirfield by CH-47 aircraft. The BRattalion departed at 1110 hcurs utilirzing
L1 persomnel and equipment sorties, The 3/319th Artillery closed at Fire Support
Base PARRY (XT 495754) at 1800 hours. Thirty-one Class V sorties were completed

at this time, On 28 March 1967, direct "ire was employed, It oroved to be effec-
tive by the decrease in sniver fire which had been received by the infantry elements
nrotecting the fire support base, On 3 Avril 1967, Battery A moved by CH-L7 from
Position PARRY to Position RCCK (XT 6068), devarting at 1124 hours and closing at
1145 hours, laid and ready to fire at 120C hours. On 9 Aoril, at 0720 hours, C/
3/319th Artillery moved from Position PARRY to Pdsition ROCK utilizing eleven sor-
ties to complete the move. Battery C was 2aid and ready to fire at 0335 hours.
Later that day, Bravo Battery also devloyed by CH-47 to Position KOCK closing at
1530 hours,

(b) Presaration of Landing Zones:

23 Mar 67 - 0915-0945H - XT 489635 - 1200-2130H

24, Mar 67 = 0R15.0945H% XT 457677 - 110C-11303

9 hpr 67 - 090C-0930H « 1045 = .. 15H = IT 50956640, 5125-
6640, 50806630, 51406620, 51206660

{3) Results and Bffectiveness: Three prevarations were fired on
landing zones and two were fired on extraction zones, 7The prevarations fired on LZ's
were firad in accordance with a time schedule in coniunction with air strikes. They
were very effective and reduced the amcunt of ground fire that was received by the
assaunlting elements, The extraction vredarations were in the form of clearing fires
and were delivered around extractior LZ's, They were also very effective and vermit-
ted the forces to extract with little or no zrowd fire fram the enemy, Advancing
fires xere employsd on numerous occasions and enabled the infantry to move with
greater sveed and less contact, When contact was made, artillary fire was placed
on both the enemy and in blocking vositione, Defensive concentrations were fired
daily as desired by ihe infantry camsanders, Counter-mortsr fires were ewployed on
two occasions and were successful in silencing the enemy nortars, Numerous missicns
were fired on intelligence tarzets with unknown results., The H & I pregram continuved
to be stressed with an average of 500 rounds being fired ver nicht with unknown re-
sults, TOI's were fired on all previous base camps with unknown resumits,

{4) Timeliness: On contact missions wien TAC air was emvloved, the
transition between artiilery fire check firing and TAC Alr ordnance being delivered
was not smooth, Check fire was given too early resnltirg in a perted-of time when
no ordnance was hittinz the enexy, The time between receipt of fire mission and
first round shot was governed tv the time reaquired for air and ground clearance.
Tne technical comrutations and tactical considerstions recuired by all FDC's wore
accomplished with both sneed and accuracy,

(5) Missions snd Rounds Fired: 105me Sowiteer

Missions - 1,729
Rounds Exvended - 48,575
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SUBJECT: Combat Cperstionms After Action Report « Operatiom JUNCTION Ciyr I 2 11
d, R Trocp, 17th Cavalry

(1) Size of Porce:

Three (3) Recomnaissance Platoons
LRRP Platoom
Troop Headauarters

Yehiclas - 26 1/i~ton vehicles, 11 3/4-ton vehicles and two 2 1/2-
ton vehicles Lo inclnde a 1500 gallom tanker,

(2) Bow and When Eanloyed:

(a) The Troop dsvarted BIEN HOA by roed with its coudbat wehicles
on 20 March 1967 to the MIWH THANS Robber Plantatiom,

{b) Durirg the entirs overation, the Troop assisted in the deferse
of Fire Supoort Bsse IELTA,

(e) Wnile sacuring FSB “C®, the Troop conducted ant azgressive pe-
trol plan by ieening a mounted or dismounted patrol out st all times,

{2) Besults and Bffectiveness: During the operstiom,.a3 numercus amount
of mourts’ and dismounted patrols were deployed around YSB "D%, This action resulted
in 1 ¥C XIA (BC) and the capturing of 1 AK-47 wirle, This cperstion proved effective
in that it provideé all types of combst training for rnow pers~mmel,

{4} Timeliness: A1l missions cf the Troop were zccomnlished on time
during the operation,

e, Cospany D. 16th Armor
(1) Sige of FPorce:

3 APC Platoons under Bde OPCOR
(2) Bow and When Ranloyed:

(a) Secured staginc area at MIWK TEAMH om 20 Xzreh 1967 with coe
reinforced campany, The D/16th Armor Comosny then staged gt NI THAMH for airmctile
covsrations ov 22 Narch 1967,

{) Dpom elosing at XIWH THAWH, D/16th frmor became under the Oose
rationmal Cortrel of 2/17th Cavalry and canducted various missicas in and arozad the
N THAWRE Ares. Primarily emnloyed for BSOC and CP security.

(3) Besults and Effectiweness: Although the comoeny wes orimarily
ased as CP and BSOC security, ther were able to operste in the local area during
daylight hours, These overstions were hindered by the 13ack of artillery support and
not being able to move out of A.2* mortar rangs. The time svent on the verimster
was put to good advaniage with meintenance and classes being comdacted by the Armor
Comvany!s persoonel,

4
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SUBJBCT: Cumiai Crurations After Action Repo~t - Overation JUNCTION CIT: I & II

f. 1734 Exzineer Commsny
(1) Size of Force:

3 Demolition Squais
2 ¥echanics
2 Waier Point Teams
(2) How and ¥hen Bwployed: On @ Narch 1967, the Demolition and
¥ater Point personmel of the 173d Engineer Company dsparted BIEN HOA for MIXH THANH
in WiR Z0ME *C*, The following activities were comducted by the Engimser elemsnts
between 20 Narch and 13 April 1967:
(a) Cleared LZ's
1. 23 March 1967, cleared an LZ emrloying 180 vounds of C-k.
2, On 3 April cleared an LZ emoloying 100 vounds of Ced.

3. a7 = 9 soril, ¢leared ar LZ emmloying 420 pounds of
C-4. Size of 1Z was 80 meters x 150 waters,

&. On 10 April 1967, cleared an 12 emoloyirg 550 oounds of
C-4, Sire of LZ was 90 meters ». 200 meters,

{b) A comcany sise Lase ¢ awp was Jestroyed ca 30 ¥arch 19£€7 st
XT 436683, TForty bunkers were destroyed using 1) >cands of C-k.

(e) Thronghcut the vericd, the following were dsstroyed:

F

)
anvnABanSmorrl |g

4
38d3333d88q4a

{3) Besults and Effectiveness: Rngirnser elememts were srmstimes e~
awnwmmmwmmmam«umumumm
tags elsswhere,

{a) Timeliness: N/A
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AVE 3¢ 15 Juns 1967
SUF iCT: Combat Operations After Action Report = Operation JUNCTION CTTY I & II

g, 173d Military Police

) . (1) Size of Force: the force constituting the 172d Military Police
%, it during Coeration JUNCTION CITY II was as fcllows:

Personnel:

Four {4) 8-man snuads

Two {2) officers

Five (5) National Policemen
One (1) intervreter

Equipment :

One (1) 3/L-ton truck
Eight (8) 1/k-ton trucks
- Seven (7) M«60 machineguns
One (1) .50 caliber machinegun

{2) How and When Employed:

(a) To provide necessary traffic control points for movement of
the Brigade to and from the Tactical Area of Operations,

(b) To help provide security for the Brigade CP by attaching twe
nine-man squads to E/17th Cawalry (19 March ~ 12 April 1967).

(¢) To vrovide road security from the Brigade CP to the water potnt
with a roving gun jeev (19 March = 13 April),

(d) To vrovide a gun jeev vatrol for the airstriv at MINH THANH
to keev indigenous nersonnel out of the Brigade Area and to keep vehicles from cros-
sing the runwsy (19 March « 13 April),

(e) To maintain a POW Collecting Point st the Brigade Forward

Base Camp to include guacding, feeding and evacuation of cantives (19 March - 13
Aoril 1967),

{f) To vrovide security for the TOC during *he hours of darkness
(1800 - 06G0 hours, 19 March - 13 Aoril 1967),

(g) To vatrol the "Off Limits" area cf MINH THANH and the beer
stands outside of the town itself that were on limits to the troovs (19 March - 13
Avril 1967),

(h) To orovils security for the S5 MEDCAP Tesms overating in a
MONTAGNARD Village north of the Base Camp Area,

(i) To secure a bridge with one (1) MP squad northeast of MINH
THANH on the day before tactical movement back to BIEN HOA (12 - 13 April 1967).

(5) To provide a 24 hour security guard on the Commanding Gene-
»gl (19 March - 13 April 197).
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AVEE.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Coxtat Operations After Action Repory ~ Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

{1) To work in conjunciion with the Speeisl Forwes in the area and
the Village Chiefs and the S5 in order to curtail villagers from selling mariluara to
173d psrsonpel (19 Ezzch - 13 Aprdl 1967),

(®) To again work in conjuncticn with Spacial Forces, Villiaze
Chiefs and tha 85 to choek the villagn »f WINH THANH for a radic trensmitter that
was : wmdiry messages aii was trsrn’ to ths village,

{3) Results and Effectiveness: The traffic control of the rcad move.
ment of the Erigade to and from the tactical area was accomplished without any 2iffi<
culty, TCP's manned by MP and National Policemen were able to control traffic and
direct Brigade wshicles to the designated routes, The Commanding General guard, nore
mally accomnlished hy non-military volice wersonnel, was aucmented by MP's in order
to orovide better sacurity: Control of indigenous versonnel in the CP area was a
constant problem, Thruugh close coordinsiion with National Police, Special Forces
versomnel and the Village Chief of MIMM THANH, this problem was lessened but never
solved, Constant vigilance for the prezsnce of marihuana in the ares by MP's re-
sulted in the confiscation of ssven parcels of mariluana in the immediate area, No
actual enemy contact was made durinz the time MP's wsyre used as road security, va-
trols or perimeter defense,

(4) Timeliness: All missions of the 173d Military Police Platoon
were accomplished on time during the operation,

h, IRRP (Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol)

(1) Size of Force:

Two (2) Officers
Forty (40) Enlisted Men

(2) How and When Ewployed: The LRRP moved to the forward operstional
area at MINH THANH on the morning of 20 March 1967 and introdnced three six-man
reconnaissance teams with the mission of landing some surveillance, On 21 March
1967, a-twelre man team was introduced north of MINH THANH on a combat patrol, On
7 April, a six man team was introduced for landing zone surveillance, On 10 April
1967, four combat outposts wers =2t around MIKH THANH in reaction te an alert of a
provosed VC Regimental attack, Throurhout the operation, the LRRP conducted observae
tion and listening nosts for the protection of the Brigade Commanrd Post at MINH THAMH,
A total of six long range and twenty-two local missions were conducted,

(3) Results and Effectiveness: The long range missions were successfui
in either observing the landing zone or making contact with the enexy, thereby deter~
mining their nresence in the area. The OPis were also successful and provided an
opportunity fo= the training of new personnel,

(4) Timeliness: The oporations were conducted at the proper time and
introduced prior to large units entering the area, Due to the lack of helicopter
supvort, the LRRP was used minimally and on one occasion, was introduced late due
to commitment of gunshipe,

11, Intelligence

8
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SUBJECT: Comhat Cperations After Action Report - Overation JUNCTION CITY I & II

8. Enemy Situation Before Ooceration: Prior to the comsencement of the
overation, elements of the 2724 MF Reziment, fhe 1CGist KVA Reziment, the 824 Rear
Services Group, the 9tk VC Divicion Hezdauvarters, the lst Patialion, 70th Guard
Regiment (COSYN) and two uridentified battalions of the 69th Artillery Regiment
were thought to be located within the Brigade’s area of oneration. The snemy had
the capability to:

(1) Attack with elements of the 272d MF Regiment, 10lst NVA Regiment,
70th Security Guard Regiment and the 63th Artillery Regiment,

(2) Defend ¥ith the forces menticned sbtove.

{3) BReinforcs bis attacks and defenses with elements of the 7th Nvs
Division, the l41st “.F Batiaiion and the Phu Loi Battalion,

(4) Withdraw fro: contact or avoid contact at the time znd plaece of
his chosirg,

b, Eremy Situation During Operations: From 22 Harch to 12 Avril 1967,
ths Brigade maintained daily contact with the enemy, These cornlacts were usually
engagemsnts with small grouvs of VC up to platoon sire elenents, ipproximately
40 oor eant of these contacts were friendly initiated, Though no large engagzments
took place, mmerous base camps were found and tha doctments captured in these base
areas identified the following units in tt4 AO: elements of the 9th VC Divisionm,
elements of the 272d Maln Forze Regiment, C15 (€23, Ci0 and Ci6 Mechanized Companies
subordinaterto the CY21 Military Staff Commi- so COSvX, elements of the 69th Artil-
lery Regiment, Z-26 (Worksite Section of Grouwv 82 COSVN Rzar Service Depsrtmernt),
Hosnital 5A, (subordinate to Group 82, Headquarters and Staff Section of the Mili-
tary Staff Commiiies; COSVN), elements of ths (M, Productiion, Prccrrement and Trans-.
portation units ~abordinats ‘o Group 82, eiements of Dub and D47 subordinate-to B2,
€921 {intelligence or Reconnalssance section of the Mflitary Staff Camittee, COSVN,
The dates on the document® were from less than one wae't tc 2 ysars old, The enemy
in most instances cave a sririted acscounting of himsell, and apoeared to be in good
shape nrysically and had hier morals, He makes excellent use of camcuflage and
enining techniques; and when duz in in has tase areas; was difficult to dislodge,

c, Aree of Overationa:

(1) Weather snd Climate: The weathsr during Operation JUNCTION CITY
II was clear and dry. We had iight rain showers on two ~fi:rnocns, Light fog
and low ceilings were commonplace in the mornming hours uati 0930 hours, The ave-
rage high temveraturs was about 90° and the average low temrerature was about 670,
The westler was ideally suited for ground operations throughout the entire oneraticm,

(2) Terrain: The Brigade AO was bounded by XT 75 east and west grid
Zine on the north, the XT 4O north=south grid line on the west and the SAIGON RIVER
on the south and east, SUOI BA CHIEM and its tributaries is th: major water course
in the maneuver area, Generally, the vegatatiocn is dense forest with a canooy of
100 feet with large areas of light forest, brush wood and bamboo thickets, HIGHWAY
2l4, bisects the mansuver area into western and e-stern vortions, The licht areas
of vegatation and oven areas are more vrominent west of HIGHWAY 2L%, while thc denser
jungle daminates the east side of the hishway to the SAIGON RIVER. B-52 strikes in
the area have caused extensive blowdown in the AQ, and as such, have signiticantly
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altered the terrain and vegatation in target areas, The enemy skilliully used the
dense jungle areas and was afforded a measure of protection fraa VE and observation
by the high canopy of the denser jungle areas.

d, Final Analysis: There were contacts with the enemy in sauad and pla~
toon sized forces, Daily contact was made throughout the AO, though most of the
contacts were harassing tyve enzagements on the part of the enemy., Of those few
occasions on which the enemv initiated the contact with platoor sized elements, he
did so while in fortified positicns and gave a good accounting of himself pefore
baing defeated. The snemy morale apvears to be high and hz seems to have ademate
supplies and logistical suppszt. The mmerous base camos, wells, and extensive
trail systems indi:ate that this particular area is an old base area for elements
of the COSVR and the 9th Divisicn s3 listed in paragraph 1l-b above.

e, Sources of Intelligence: During Ooeration JUNCTICN CITY II, the 1724
Military Intelligence Detachment provided thy 173d Airborne PBrigade svecialized in-
telligence suvport in the fields of Imarery Interwretation and Interrocation, The
activities of each se~iion are listed pelow:

(1) Imazery Interoratation Section:

(a) Imagery Intervretation suoport for Operation JUNCTION CITY
IT consisted of the preparation of immediats reports, detailed LZ analysis, construc-
tion of mosaics, aerisl recomnaissance and weather zuprort,

(b) Aerisl recomnaissance was flown during the operation froam
the MINZ THANH Air Strip and VIP helipad,

(¢) Imagery Interpretation suprort for JUNCTION CITY II conmsisted
of the folloving:

Aerial Reconnaissance Missions

W UH-IB o * o L4 e @ 4 o 4 o o o o e o » * o o 3
Army OHeld o s c 0 c c e s 000 00s0eo0ese 5
Mr Force PAC . . + ¢ o v 0o 0 ¢ 6 06006 6 50 04 3
Total Hours . . . ¢ o ¢ 0 ¢ 0 0 ¢ 00 0 0 0 o o 22.5

Photo Interovretation Reports:

Immediate © 06006000 e c0oo00 o0 e e s e 0 e 3
Lzml”i’oonoooooooooooo-ooo5

In addition, the aerial observer was utilized by S2 for radio operator and vosting
OB revorts and overlays,

(2) Interro;ation Seetion:

A statistical sumary of versonnel, documents and material vro-
cessed during the overation follows:
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"R,

Detainees:

oo,

D ¢

. Beturnees o 2 o &6 0 06 0 0 0 o 0 0 2 2 o o & 0 8 2 0 s 0 0
Civil Defendents . o o « o ¢ o o o 2 ¢ o ¢ 0 ¢ 02 0640

Civilians , . . . - ¢ ¢ v« ¢t e s 0o s 0 00006000k

Maoaooooo0.000000.:v-0v3,7$

Weapons:

Rifles and Carbine® . . o o s o ¢ s o o o s 0 o 00 16
Pistoh(nmm) .nvoa.oonou:onoocl
Al Grenade Launchess ., . . . o 2 ¢ o o 4 o 0 - o 0 ¢ ¢ 2
I‘mtm}ljmn‘...'....".""....L
Recoilles Rifle (57mm) . . o o o v o 0o v o 0 0 o o ¢ o1
sﬂb—u“hmgm e o e o s 0 s 0 s 0 0 s s 0 s e e e o3

fmmanition:
Assorted u/a Rounds 4y252

AT mm’s L > L3 L] - . L e rd - [ * o e o L4 L2 £ d z L4 L . k
Haind Grenades , . . . ., . ¢ ¢ s ¢ ¢ 0 2 0 060600 00 .89
7h H“it”r m L * L L] L4 L4 L4 L) . o * @ . o . L L4 3
Mines and Demclitioms:
mi‘hnml ® ® 0 06 2 0 0 0 o 2 0 00 06 0 0 0 0 & > 8
Clamore Ty‘l” D 4
Shave Charges , . o v o o v o 2 s s 0 s ¢ 00 000003
Explosives (TRY) . . . . ... 00000000 3710
tim CSm o » [ 4 Ll L4 » L4 ® o L s o o e o o o o o o o ]-87
Blectrie Cord . . & v o ¢ ¢ ¢ 2 ¢ e 0o 0 0 0 0 o 1,1(» 54

8
g

Clot!gg o & 6 > ¢ 0 06 2 0 0 2 0 s .
Kedi.CalSnpplie! ......-.........531b'

Web Gear . . o o o e o e 00 0000000000137 1bs
Mise Shop Tools & Equipment . . . ., . . - » + o 1,000 1bs
(3) Significant Findings as a Result of Document Exploitationm:
(a) During the operation, documents were uncovered concarnims
the sxistence and organizational structure of the Mechanised Section, Military

Staff Comittee, COSVN, ‘These documents also revealed geogravhic areas of resoon.-
sibility and cverational missiomns of all elements of this sectiom,

(b) Discovery cf documents fulfilling intelligence requirements
for SICR U-UPR-U0735, subject; VC/NVA Medical Statistics.

12, ¥ission: Operation JUNCTION CITY II
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SUBJECT: ¢ wbat Operatiors After Action Report - Overation JUNCTION CITY I & I

Yhe missior of the 173d Airborne Brigade (3eparate) during Tvweratiom JUNCTION
CITY II was as follov<T:

a, To secure the staging area at MIYH THANH not later than 20 March 1967.
The Brigade was then to remain at this staging area for orevaratior for airmobile
assaults commencing on 23 Msrch 1967,

b. On 23 March 1967, the Brigads was to conduct airmobils assaunlts into
eastern WAR ZONE (=,

c. The Brigade's z:ss:cn was then to conduct search and desivoy oversticms
to find, fix and destroy COSVN/VC/NVA forces and installation in assigned AO's with
priority to Ubjectives FIM, OsX, ana BIRCH.

d. The 173d Airborne Prigade (Sevarate) was under tho Operatiomal Control
of the 1st Infantry Divisicn throughout the overation.

13, Concent of Operation¢! The 173d Airborne Rrigsde {Separate) conducted Opera-
tion JURCTION CITY in five (5) phases as foilows:

a. FPHASE I: Operztion JUNCTION CITY II D - Day to D + 2 (20 - 22 March 1%7)

The 1724 Airborne Brigade (Separate) deployed from BIEN HOA Basy Camp
to a staging area in the vicinity of MINH THANH on 20 March 1957 in rreperatiom
for search and destroy operations commencing on 23 March, The Brigade's movement
was accomplished ty imtra-theater airlift and rcad convoy. (OPORD 7-67)

b. PHASE IT: Heliborrc Assault and S& D =D + 3 to D 4+ 20 (23 hareh -

9 April 1967)

The 173d Airborne Brigade conducted airmobile assaunlts into assigned
AO's and assumed respomsibility for the security of Fire Support Base PARHY with
the 1/503d Infantry and conducted S & D operations in zone, (FRAG ORIER 1)

¢. PHASE ITI: Shift to Psn ROCK = D 4+ 20 « D+ 23 (9 April - 12 April 1967)
FRAG ORIERS 2 & 3.

Th> 173d Airbcrne Brigade phased out of FSB PARRY and established a
Fire Support Base at the edze of the XINH THANM Rubber Plantation at FSB ROCK,

d, PHASE IV: Prep for Hedenlowvment D + 23 (1r april 19¢7)

The Brigade extracted the 1st and 2d Battalions, 503d Infamtry frem
their AO to MINH THAMH in preparation for movement to BIEN HOA. (FRAG ORDER &)

s, PAASE V: Redevlovment - D + 24 (13 April 1967)

The 173d Adrborne Brigade redeployed to BIEN HOA by airlift and roed
convoy, thzx)-eby terminating their particivation in operation JUNCTION CITY. (FRAG
ORDER 5 & 6).

1k, Ex=cution
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2., D ~Dgy {20 March 1967)

Charges $n Task Orgamsation: 173d fbn Bds (Sep) became OPCON to the
1st Inf Div a. 1500 hours

Operational Stsmary: The 173d Adrberne Erigade (Separste) began deploy-
nent froff BIEN HOA Base Ceap to MDE THAMH for participation in Operstion JUNCTION
CITY II and was placed under the Operational Camtrol of the 1st Infantry Divisiem
at 1500 hours. A Brigade (-) convoy comsisting of the 3/319th Artillery, B/i7th Ca~
valry, D/16th Armor, the Brig:de EHC, the 173d Engineer Company (-), and the BSOC
departed base camd at 0550 hcars and closed at MINH THANH at 1500 hours, At 0755
hours, the 3d Platoon of D/156th Armor moving with the trail perty encountered hsavy
traffic vicinity XT 006050, Wuilgrthe convoy continued to ®ove, a civilian vehicle
cut in rromt of the lead element of the 3d Platoon, cansing a thres-track crash,

The collision resulted in ore man being intired and two traca: damased, one of which
re~uirsd . srecker, Upon the ciosing of 2ll convoy elsments, the Prigade CP was
estarlisned at XT 643671, The Infantry elements of the Brigade remained at BIEN HOA
making finai oreparations for deployment to the operatiomal area.

b, D+1 (21 March 1967)

Changes in Task Porce Orzanisation: Noos

%z The 173@ A'rborne Prigade (Severste) completed
deploysent fram HOA to TH:XS for partit¢ipation im Opsratiom JUNCTION CITY

IT, under the OPCON of the 1st Infrrtry Divisiom. The 1/503d Infantry, 2/503d Infan-
t>y and 4/503d Infanmtry moved by C-130 aircraft fram BIEN HOA Airbase to an air strip
at MIWH THAMH, complsting the move tv 1620 hours. Twenty-two (22) C-130 sorties were
eaployed for the move, The infantry battalions established defensivs vositions and
mst with negative contact on this day, D/16th Armor and E/17th Cavalry conducted
maintenance of their organic vehicles and set up perimeter defenses for the Brigade
CP ‘r tne MIMH THAMEH Rubber Plantatiom.

e, D+2 (2 N 1

Changes in Task Force Organigation: 2/11th ACR OPCON i73d Ate Mde (Sep)

Operatiocsl Summary: The 173d Alrbarne Brigade (Severate) OPCON to the
ist infantry Division established a Fire Support Bass at Positiom PARRY (XT AS5754),
in preparation for a Brigade size ade assanlt ox 23 March 1967. The 3/319th Artil-
lery moved by CH-47 helilift from MINH THAMH tc Position PARRY begimnine at 1CL(
hours and ciosed at 1730 hours. Forty-one versonrsl »nd cruipment sorties were em-
vloyed for the 1ift,

The 1/503d Infantry published FRAG (RIER 1 to OPOED 5-67 &nd a comman~
dests 3taff mesting was called to discoss the imrlementation of the order at 1800
hours. Scheduled departure time from XD THANT was 231342H March with the order of
introductfon into LZ ALPHA being C/1/503d, A/1/503d and Recon Platoon,

The 2/503d Infintry remained at MINH THANH conducting local patrolling
and sabushes in addition to vreraring to move to Objective PARHY on the following
dsy. The 4/5084 Infantry also ccniirmed final preparstiom for the sssanlt imto
1LZ EPHA.

L/16th Armor and B/17th Cavalry contimed to mainta’n defenses and
condacted maintenance of vehicles,

13
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d, D413 (23 March 1957)

Changes in Task Organisstion: B/4/5034 Infertry OPCON 2/11th ACE
Operational Smmmary: The 173d Airborne Prigade (Separate) under the

OPCON of ths 1st Infantry Divisioe, conducted a Battalion sire helicopter move and
a two Battalion helicopter asssnlt nortiarest and west of M THANH respectively,
The 1/503d Infantry conductad a heliborme assanlt oc LZ ALPHA (XT 438685) at 1327
hours with the last lift ~.osing at 1415 hours., The Bzttalion immediately estadbli-
shed defensive positicns for the night and made preperations for a two pronged sweed
to the northwest on the folloring day.

The 4/5024 Infantry (-) also condust 4 a heliborne assault irmto L2
AL™HA emvloying 95 UH-1D sorties and closing at 1232 hours. The Esttz2iion ‘hem con~
jucted search and destroy operations to the norticest, At 1720 hours, /L3034 In-
fantry vocsived 5 rounds of 8/a fire from an unknown mmber of hostilee at XT i87-
588, ire was returned with 1 VC KIA (poss) and one US WIA by friendls air. There
¥as nc further contact on this day revorted by the 4/503d,

The 2/575d Infa1try noved by helicovter to the Fire Support Rase at
{bjective PARRY at {300 hours. The 2/13th ACR with B/4/5(3d Infartry OPCOE acsis-
ted in the defense f the FSB, and comducted local ovatrolling ir and arousd ths area.
At 1730 haurs, tlesments of G/2/11th ACR comtacted an estimated i5 VG moving east at
XT 470761, Artillery suppert was imsediately cslled in om the enemy. The contact
resulted in 2 YC KIA (BC) and nezative US casualties,

At 1300 hours, a fire broke ot at Position PixY which was caused bty
the vaste from the mussle of a howitzer igndting a charze of an adilacent artillery
vdece. The fire was brought under control two hours later. PResults of the accident
were: from the 2/11th ACR (~) 8 WIA (ons officer and sever. enlisted men}, 1 M.577,
e (1) S, P, 155mm Bowitzer and ac unknowm amount of smmo destroyed, One X-10C
105am Rowitrer from €/3/319th srtillery received zinor dwmnage and 2 men from C/2/5034
Infantry were wounded by flying shrapmel,

E/17th Cavalry and D/16th Armor continued to secure the Prigads CP
at Fire Support Base IXKLTA (vie NINd THAMH RMubber Plartation) and ccnducted local
patrollirg in zome. B/17th Cavalry (-) conducted peirols ncrth and nortiawest of the
CP with ons contact. At 1035 hours, elements of the Csvalry Troop made comtact with
2 VC at IT 625712, They prsusd the ememy, however, the results were uninowm, D/16th
Armor and elssants of E/17th Cavalry conducted local patrolling to the socth and
southeast withowt contact. Both mnits cloesd into the CP area by 16i$ hours.

e, D= March 1
Chanzes in Task Force Oreanization: Xone
rationsl : The 1724 Alrborne Mrigzade (Sevarste) continmed

varticivation in Operation JURCTION CITY II wnder the operatioma® comtrol of the

ist Infantry Divisiorn., Each Infantry Battalion of the 503d Infantry comducted air-
mobile assanlts into assigned AO's, The 1/5034 Infantry comdncted search and de-
stroy operations t5 the narthwest into Objective EIM. At 0930 hours, A/1/503d Infam-
try located and destroyed a squad size tase cemp at XT 487602, One hour lster, C/1/
5031 Infantry located a battaliom size tase area at XT 495688 which wes also destroyed
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after exploitation, At 1340 hours, Charlie Company fired on 1 VC who fled to the
north, At 14,05 hours, C/1/503d Infantry received an incoming clsymore bl.ast buy
suffernrd no casualties, Five minutes later, the infantrymen located a bamboo fence
at XT 490696 and shortly thereafter received two additional incoming claymores vesule
ting in.1 friendly casualty who did not require evacuation, Air strikes were called
in, however, ¢/1/503d Infantry was not able to exvloit the damage since their mission
required that they return to-the Battalion verimeter, The verimster was establis..ed
at XT 482701, At 1800 hours, a suvply helicooter aighted 3 VC at XT 480702 and A/%/
503d Infantry was dispatched to the area with negative results, A listening vest
from B/1/593d Infantry received one incoming grenade at 2016 hours with negative
casualties reported. There were no further incidents during the night.

The 2/503d Infantry conducted an airmobile assault in Objeetive B.RCH
beginning 2+ 1150 hours and completad at 1400 hours, The battalion then conducted
S & D operations in the area with nugative contact,

The 4/503d Infancry conducted search and destroy operations in the
vicinity of Objective OAX with negative contact throughout the day,

The 2/11th ACR (~) OFCON to the Brigade, contitmed their security
mission of (bjective PARRY and conducted local patrolling in and arcund i4e FSB,
meeting with several ememy contacts, At 0820 hours, an APC of the 2/11th ACR (-)
Hit a mine at XT 504761 resulting in 1 US WIA, At 1030 hours. a tanx vetriover hit
another mine at XT 538842 resulting in light damage to the vehicle and negative
friendly casualties., At 1100 hours, a vehicle of 2/11th ACR hit an AT mine at
XT 503707 resulting in light damage to the vehicle, Thirty mimites later, the armo-
red unit made contact with 8 VC at XT 527741, The VC were taken under fire resul.
ting in 3 VC KIA (Poss) and the location of a base camp in the area. At 14CC
hours, elements of the 2/11th ACR receiwvud 2 recoilless rifle rounds and semi-
automatic fire cn the southwast corner of tha FSB, A light fire team was dispat
ched to check out the area meeting with negative results, Another tank detona-
ted an AT mine at 1530 hours witch no US casualties, The perimeter of Objdctive
P)RRY received scme snivey fire at 1510 hours with no casualties remrorted,

D/16th Armor and E/17th Cavalry contimed their security mitsions at
MiNH THANH and conducted local patrelling in +he CP area,

£, D5 (25 March 1967)
i

Changes in Tas" “eganization: None

rational Summary: The 173d Airborne Brigade contimmed partici-
pation in Operation JUNCTION C IX with heavy contact on this day, The 1/503d
Infantry contimed search and destroy operations in A0 1 (vic Objective EIM) wn-
covering sevaral VC base camos of varying size, At 1335 hours, C/1/503d Infamtry
located a boobytrap -anc punji stakes at XT 493694, -Shortly thereafter, a smal’
base camv was located nearby containing four straw and wood bu!ldings which were
destroyed, One US casualty was sustained from a boobytrapped VC grenade, lLowever,
the casualty did not recuirs evzcunation,

From 0247 hours to 0320 hours, Company B/2/503d Iafantry and C/2/503d
Infantry received 4O rounds of 82mm and 8lmm mortar fire at XT 445673 and received
anall arms fire from an estimated platoon size hostile force, Counter-mortar fire
was pl.xed on suspected firing positions and small ams fire was reiurned on the
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the V& platoon. Reowise of tr+ actiun wore 6 US KIA, 3 US WIA and 11 VC KIA (BC),
two (2, AX=47 riflen, and a Chicom MG barrel captured, At 0900 hours, B/2/503d
Infantry found 3 bodies in graves at XT 448674, The Recon Platoon of the 2d Batta-
lior located 1 VC XBA in a B=52 erater at XT 441688, At-1105 hours, the Recon
Platoon, while condu~ting a search ard dastroy operation, made contact with 6 well
armed VC ontrenched in bunkers at XT 441688, B/2/503d Infantry sent two platoons
to reinforce the unit, in addition to airstrikes and artillery support. An asrial
observer spotted the enemy mortar positions and called in artillery, The contact
resulted in 1 US KIA, 3 US WIA and 4 VC KIA (BC).

The 4/503d Infantry contimued search and destroy operations within AC
4 moving north toward Objective OAK, At 1115 hourr, A/L/503d Infantry made contaet
with eight VC at XT ,6869) resulting in four VC KIA (BC) and negative friendly casuale
ties, Alr strikes and artillery assisted in the action, A comvany size base camp
was located at XT 477693 with negative findinzs, The camp was marked for later de-
stvuction, From 1150 hours to 1330 hours, Company D/4/503d Infarmtry made contact
with an estimated VC souad armed with at least one light machinegun, Air and artile
lery were called in but were insffective, The contact resulted in one VC KIA (BC)
and two US WIA with one M<1l6 rifle lost, Dustoff was not available when initially
called, After 1 hour and 15 minutes, the ship arrived, howsver, then the shio's
hoist, broke and casualties had to be evacuated to an LZ which took another 44 mimmtes,
A1l elenents closed into the harboring area at XT 465700 at 1600 hours, There was
no further contact on this day,

The 2/11th ACR (=) continued security rdscions in the vieinity of
Position. PARRY, At 0244 hours, the Cavalry unit received semi.automatic fire and
one recoillesa rifle round at XT 496756, Fire was returned with the enemy, "The
results of the skirmish were 2 US WIA and oms APC destroyed with 10 VC KIA (poss)
and the capturing of numerous semi-autcmatic rounds i the area, At 1240 hours,
an APC fram E/2/11th ACR detonsted a pressure type mine at XT 492755 reésulting in
1 US WIA and light damage to ths APC, At 2030 hours, B/2/1lth ACR cbserved 3 - 4
VC at XT 47975k and engaged them with claymores and antomatic wsapons fire. The
action resulted in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 2 VC KIA (poss) with 1 US WIA. E/17th Cavalry
with D/16th Armor conducted security missiona at MINH THANH in A0 3.

At 1745 hours, Cwpany D/16th Armor (~) departed base camp on a mission
to transport an LRRP team southwest of MINH THANH at XT 547625, At 1835 hours, the
Jaad 3d Flatoon had turned onto ROUTE 1 and hesded south, At this time, the 3d
Platoon took an estimated 10 to 12 enemy soldiers under fire., The enemy soldiers
were dressed in green uniforms with steel helmets and LEE, The were believed to
be YC Main Force or NVA, howsver, due to the intense volume of MG fire released by
D/16th, the enemy contacted flad to the east and west., In the meantime, the 2d
Platoon was sent back to sscvwa the road junction, While the enemy retreated,
one body was sighted lying .. ithe road, but befors elements could rsach him; he
was dragged off by his cocuwdes, ‘fiia CO requested zn airstrike on the area, The

, Armor Company began to with’. a1 Cue to the fact that derknoss was setting in und
this limits the track's mobility, As D 16th Armor approached the road junctiom,
the 3d Platoon was again fired on by an estimated 10 to 15 enemy soldiers, Again the
platoon let loose with a heavy volume of fire, however, the VC again broke contaet
leaving 7 dead bshind, The comvany then regrouved and oroceaded to base camp,
Final —esults were 8 VC KIA (BC) with negative US losses,
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g, D+ 6 (26 March 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: IF SPEARHEAD

B/17¢th Cav (=)

D/16th Armor

2 Plts CIDG

1 Section/L.2* Mtrs/1/503d Inf

e e e e 2 et

varticivation in Overation JUNCTION CITY II conducting search and destroy opers-
tions with three infantry battalions, At 0322 hours, three 105mm mortar rounds of
unknown origin landed 75 meters in front of the 1/5036 Infantry's perimeter, The
rounds had negaiive effect, 'On this date, the lst Battalion began movement towards
Position PAPRY traveiing northwest with iwo colums abreast., There was negative cone
tact during *2e dsy and the battalion established a perimeter for the night at XT
492726, v “0°5 nourz, a listening post of D/1/5034 Infantry spotted 1 VC and actie
vated 3 clayuore mia g with unknown results,

The 2/503d Infantry conducted search and destroy operations in Objec-
tive BIRCH u”thout contact, They located a few base camps and numerous supplies
were found and evacuated or destroyed in place. Company “C" and the Recon Flatoon
provided security for the Battalion CP.

The 4/503d Infantry conducted search and destrcy operations in the
southeast vortion of Objective OAK, Comvany B provided security for the Battaliom
CP, At 1315 hours, A/4/503d Infantry fired on one VC wearing khaki shorts and &
black vajama top at XT 468695, The VC fled southeast and the area was thoroughly
searched with negativs results, Av 1420 hours, Alpha Company received a command
detonated claymore mine at XT 968694, The blast resulted in 3 US KIA and 2 US WIA,
No further contact was made during the day and all units harbored at XT 465700,

The 2/11th ACR (-) Troops E and G conducted search search and destroy
overations south of Position PARRY, "F* Troov conducted dismounted aweevs 300 -
400 meters from the fire suovcrt base and around the perimster, At 1110 hours,
G/2/11th ACR fired on an unknown mumber of VC at XT 508732, The VC fired RFG, 2
rounds with negative results,

Camvany D/16th Armor moved out of the base camp area to pick up ele-
ments of E/17th Cavalry, CIDG Strike Force, and the Mortar Platoon of 1/503d Infan=
try (TF SPEARHEAD) and then-moved along ROUTE 13 and conducted S & D operations
north and south of the road, southwest of FSB *D®, At 1005 hours, the TF intercepted
an ensmy supply convoy, The material confiscated was 9 bicycles, 100 vonndes of
voncho material, 100 pair of black trousers, 100 pounds of polished rice, assorted
packagos of bread and tobacco and 50 pounds of suspension tools, The 3/319th Artil-
lery continued to support the Brigade Opsrations from Position FARRY,

h, D+ 7 (27 March 1967)
Changes in Task Organiratien: 2/11th ACR OPCON to 1/503d Inf
Oporational %s The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) continued
participation in Operation ION CITY II under the OPCON of the 1st Infantry
Division, The 1/503d Infantry continued movement north toward Position PARRY ¢lo-
sing at that location at 1510 hoars, Upon arrival, the Battalion deployed to provide
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perimeter security for ths 3/31Yth Artillery. At 1630 hours, the 2/11th ACR came
under the OPCON of the lst Battalion, At 2349 hours, 1 VC was sichted and engaged
wich small arms fire and a claymore mine by 4/1/503d Infantry.

The 2/503@ Tafantry conducted search and desiroy operations in and
around Ubjective BIRCH in A2 2, At 1250 hours, 4/2/503d Infantry made eontact with
an enemy element when a scout dog spotted 1 VC, The enemy soldier fled into a bun~
kar, Fire was exchanged and gienades were thrown by elements of AlphaCompany. The
action resulted in 1 I'S WIA and 2 VC KIA (BC),

The 4/503d Infantry contimied S & D operations within A0 4-in the
vicinity of Objective OAK, Having departed the base camp at 0920 hours, B/A/503d
Infantry lccated an old platoon to company size tase camp at XT 454704, 75% of which
nad been destroyed by B-52 strikes, At 1705 hours, D/4/503d Infantry sootted 2 VC
at XT 470692, The two VC were angaged with seri~automatic fire resulting irn the
death (BC) of one of the enemy, “omvanmy ©'s LZ security souad detcnated one AT
mine at XT 468702 resulting in one US KIA and one US WIA, No further contast was made
on this dar,

D/i6th Armor and E/17th Cavalry continued ‘o orovide security of the
Brigade CP at Fire Support Base "D" (XT 460675),

i, D+8 (2¢ March 1967)

Changes in Task Organization: 2/1lth ACR released OPCON 2/503d Inf

pneratio_gal;_Sv%s The 1734 Airborme Brigade continued varticimation
in Operation JUNCTION CITY, OPCON to the lst Infantry Division. At 0003 hours,
Position PARRY sustained a mortar attack of 10 minute duration, receiving an esti-
mated 100 rounds of 82m mortar fire, Friendly casualiies wero 16 WIA, Counter=
mortar fire was inftiated by the 3/319th Artillery, 2/11th ACR arZ organic mortirs
of the 1/503d Infantry at 0018 hours, Tustoff ships were summuned to the scene and
the evacuation of woundad personnel (6 required evacuation) was campleted at 0120 T
hours, The 1/503d J=fantry continued to sscure Position PARRY for the 3/319th
Artillery, At 087 hours, the 2/11th ACR was released OPCON of the 1/503d Infantry
and departed the area, At this tims; the lst Battalion began to consolodate its
perimeter and conducted local perimeter patrolling, At 1340 hours, €/1/503¢ Infan-
try sighted and fired on 2 VC at XT 488754, The ersmy fled west, At 1440 hours, a
FAC sighted a suspected VC base camp at XT 537730, The Betialion planned H& I
fires for the area, At 1820 hours. the 1/503d Infantry withdiew its secrrity elec
ments from the eastern LZ and closed the perimeter for the night,

The 2/503d Infantry .onducted search and dastroy operations in Objec-
tive BIRCH in A0 2. B/2/502d Infsntry opeirated in the southern vortion of the ob=
Jective while Charlie Comvany overated in the west, There was no signifieant cone
vact on this day,

The 4/503d Infantry continued search-and destroy operations within A0
L, vicinity of Objective OAK, Throughout the day, the Lth Battalion made numerous
discoveries of rice, wearons, bicycles and parts, and aasorted tools, All of the
ecuioment located avpeared to be Lrand new and many items were still crated, At
1505 hours, C/L/503d Infantry msde contact with a VC foree of unimown size &z XT
L4TT03, Charlie Comvany took one casualty as a result of the contact (WIA) with
enezy losses unknown, Fifteen mimites later, C/L/503d Infantry azain made contact
with a VC force (estimated 30 = LO enemy), Artillery, airstrikes and-a light fire
team were called in or t% enemy with unknown results, At 1700 hours, D/4/503d
Infantry found a base camo at XT 464692 consisting of severel muts, in which were
found several claymore mines, grenades, miscellaneous documents and assortad s/a
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rounds, At 1640 hours, B/4/503d Infantry initiated wovement to secure the ¢ackhe,

At 1800 hours, Bravo Company received automatic firo from their right flank, The
contact lasted until 1920 hours and the campany tock L WIA with enemy losses unknown,
Dustoff wae not required at that time since the canualties were not of evacuation
status,

D/16th Armor conducted a recon mission to the south of MINH THANK,
The Armor Comoany closed inmto FSB "D at 1215 hoars with negative contact repor-
ted, E/17th Cavalry contimed its security mission of the Brigade CP at Fire
Supncyt Base "D* {(vic MINH THANH Rubber Plantation).

Jo D+ 9 (29 March 1967)

Changes in Task Force Orginisation: None

Operational %: The 1732 Afrborne Brigade (Separaie), under the
OPCON of the 1st Infantry Division, ccntimued varticivation in Operation JUNCTION
CITY II. The 1/503d Infantry contimed their security mission in the vicinity of ~
Fire Support Base PARRY, conducting small wmit patrolling around the FSB pirimeter.
The anle contact of the day ozcurred at 2200 hours when Company A reéeived one in~
coming semi-automatic round, Fire was returned with unknown results,

The 2/503d infantry alac met with no significant enemy contact as they
conducted search and destroy operations in the wvicinity of Objective BIRCH, A1l
companies closed into the Battalion CP (XT L49677) for the evening,

The 4/503d Infantry continued search and destroy operations within AO
4, vicinity of (bjective OAK with concentration on an area where a possible VC
warehouse was located, At O415 hours, Campany D/L/503d Infantry renorted three US
WIA duo to 8lmm mortar fire which was supporting friendly forces who had revorted
suzpected movement in the vieinity. 4t 1335 hours, C/4/503d Infantry made contact
with an unknown ramber ¢ VC fightirg from bunkers at XT 445702, The VC were engaped
with artillery und air resulting in one (1) VC KIA (BU) and 1 US WIA (who died later
of wounds), C/L/503d Infantry sent a patrol back into the area of contact but the
element was uitabls to check it out due to the time factyr. As they returned, they
hit a boobytrap, resulting in oma WIA (XT L46703). At 2120 hours, Bra-~ Comvany,
4th Battalion reported that ono of its LPts had spotted -wo VC moving across their
flanks, 15 - 20 meters out, The VC were engaged with results unknown, At 2230 hours
B/4/503d Infantry fired one claymore after an LP detected movement. The results of
the claymore were uninown and the Battalion husd no further contact on this day,

D/16th Armor and E/17th Cavalry continued to sacure the Brigade CP in
the vicinity of the MINH THANH Rubber Flantation,

k. D+10 (30 March 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organiration: None

Operational S_ﬁ: The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) contimued
participation in Operation ION CITY II. Thé 1/503d Infantry continued to im=

prove defensive positions and to conduct local patrolling in assigned AO. All units
of the 1/503d Infantry established daylight ambushes in the vicinity of the LZ with

-negative contact, At 2055 hours at XT 493750, A/1/503d Infaniry's night smbush
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received 2 incoming mortar rounds from the southeast, At 2335 hours, the element
reportsd another round of small caliber mortar fire, There were no friendly casual-
ties and A/1/503d Infantry returned the fire with 8lmm mortars,

Campanies A and B of the 2/503d Infantry patrolled from the Battalion
Base Area (XT 447676) into the northwest vortion of (biactive BIRCH meeting with
negative enemy contact during the day,

The 4/503d Infaniry continued search and destroy overations within AC
4, Companies A and D/4/503d Infantry closed out the old CP area and moved to the
Company B and C location (vieinity of VC storage site) and established a aew CP in
that location. B/4/503d Infantry located a bunkor system at XT 454701 with scme
live ducks and pigs, C/4/503d Infantry found one M-16 rifle with blood on the wea-
pon, ,JX00 pounds of rice, szlt, pepper and 6 - 8 hand grenades at ST 448702, All
Bat® lion elements _losed to the new CP locaticn by 1530 hours,

The ist Platoon of D/16th Armor had the mission of picking up an LRRP
team north of MINH THANY at vie XT 613724, This mission had to be abandoned however,
since an impassible stream iocated at XT 622714 lay in the path of the armored tracks.
The stream was reconned t5 the north and south, however, no suitable point of pnssase
could by loecated, The lat Piatoon returned tc the viecinity of the Brisade CP at
1023 hours, The 2d and 34 Platoons of D/16th Armor conducted a thorough screening
manevver throughout the MINH THANH Rubter Plancation meeting with negative results.
E/17th Cevalry maintained security in the Brigade CP area throughout the day,

1, D+ 11 (31 March 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: None

Orerational Sumary: The 173d Airborne Brigade (Sevarate) continued
particivation in Operation JUNCTION CITY II. An ambush patrol of A/1/503d Infantry
received one incaming rifle grenade at 0013 hours. There weis no friendly casualties
and fire was returned with 8imm mortars with unilmown resulte, The 1lst Battalion
continued to secure Position PARRY in support of 2/319th Artillery, Line companies °
patroiled the verimeter with vlatoon and larper sized elements with negative contect,
At 1425 hours, the Battalion was placed on a one hour alert for vossitle movement

to IT 130855 to support elements of the 1st Infantry Division (1/26th Infantry). A1l
units were instructed to call in their vatrols to prepare for the move on order,

The i/503d Infaniry remained on alert for the remainder of the Jay.

At 0715 hours, Companies B and C/2/503d Infantry commenced movement to
LZ 1 (XT 433695), conducting searsh and destroy operations enroute. Upon arrival,
they secured the 1Z and the ,,2" Mortar Platoon was moved *y helicopter to the Lane
ding Zone, Company A departed LZ CHARLIS and closed at LZ 1 at 1555 hours without
incidento

The 4/503d Infantry contimmed operations in the vicinity of Objective
OAK, At 0950 hours, B/L/503d Infantry located two boobytrape and fresh punji pits
at XT LL7701, All were destroyed in place, Company C/4/503d Infamiry disarmed
and destroyed ono boobytrap at XT 445702, Two hours later, Bravo Company received
one long artillery round at XT 455698 which resulied in 3 US WIA, two of which re-
quired immediate peneirator extraction. At 1440 hours, B/L/503d Infantry arrived at
the area of contact of 26 March, They disarmec and destroyed five £0mm mortar
rounds and three Chicom grenades rigged as boobytraps in addition to finding six
additional Chicam grenades, two M=-16 rifles, two rucksacks, a medical kit and an
¥L%-shaned bunker with overhead cover. All elaments closed by 1800 hours with no
further contact rerorted,
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D/16th Armor continued to ccnduct 2 roving patrol within the Rubber
Plantation, to include security of ihe Brigade 7P and FSB with E/1AL Cavalry., At
0900 hours, D/16th Armor was alerted to pick up an LRRP team at vicinity of grid
coordinates 6270, This was undertaken by two elemonts of the 1lst Platoon, There
was neégative enemy contast throughout the day.

m, D+12 (1 Am®) 1967)

Changas in Task Force Organiration: None

Opsrational Summary: The 1734 Airborne Brigade contimed participation
in Overation JUNCTION CITY II on this date, The 1/503d Infantry continued to sacure
Position PARRY. At 0720 hours, the Battalion was again placed on immediate alert
to move northwest to suvvort elemants of the lst Infantry Division, At 1300 hours,
the 1/503d Infantry was relieved of the immsdiate alert status and again was placed
on 2 cne hour alert which contimed for the rest of this date, At 2210 hours, an LP
oi a/1/5:.5 Infantry suffered one WIA (rom friendly mortar fire. The man did not
recuire svacuation,

The 2/503d Infantry conducted platoon size patrolling from the Batta-
lion base area at XT 434695 north of Objective BIRCH. At 1152 hours, C/2/503d made
contact with an estimated VC squad while comducting search and destroy operations
in the vicinity of XT 426701, Air strikes and artillery supported the contact which
broke at 17320 hours. There were 2 US WIA and 1 VC KIA (BC) as a result of the action,

The 4/503d Infantry mcved from Objective OAK to a position in the vici-
nity of XT 461711 conducting search and destroy operations enroute. The battalion
was proceeding to Objective FIR, At 1300 hours, Campany A/4/503d Infantry hit &
bocbytrap at XT 457711, wounding three (3) individuals, two of which had to by evacu-
ated, All elemerts closed st a harbor site by 1530 houras and aabush patrols were
dispatched, meeting with negative contact.

D/16th Armor ard E/17th Cavalry comtimmed to provide security for the
Brigade CP in the vicinity of MINH THANH Rubber Plantatiom,

n, D413 (2 April 1957)

Changes in Task Force Organization: HNome

Operetional Summary: The 173d Airborne Brigaie (Separate) continued
operations in the vi:inity of MINH THANH, under the OPCON of the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion. The 1/503d Infantry contimued to secure Position PARRY, At 0006 hours and-
at 0409 hours, the 1/503d Infantry received SLAR revorts of movement at XT 430745,
XT 437737, and XT 477758, Tne 1/503d Infantry fired orzanic mortars and Artillery
into the suspected areas with unknown results, During the day, Company C and the
Recon Platoon/1/503d Infantry secured the fire suvport base while Comvany A patrolled
southwest of Position PARRY and B/1/503d Infaniry patrolled south of the FSB on the
western side of ROUTE 244, There was nezative contact throughout the dar,

The 2/503d Infantry conducted S & D operations from the Battalion base
located at XT 433595 with Companies B and €/2/503d Infantry, The two Infintry com-
panies patrolled to the southern edge of Objective ASH, At 1212 hours, C new
sustained 2 WIA as a result of an activated booby trav at XT 427709, While 52/5034
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Infortry was returning to the FSB, they received sutamatic weavons “ire resulting
in 1 US WIA, A Dustoff helicopter trying to evacuate the wounded man received 7
Pits and wss grounded at the Battalion FSB with nepative casualties,

The 4/503d Infantry continued to overate within AO 4 moving north to
Objective FIR. At 0905 hours, C/4/503d Infantry received one sniper round resule
ting in 1 US WIA {(XT 462713). Fire was and soon followed by friendly air and artile
lery support, The action resulted in two (2) VC KIA (BC), killed by air as their
bodies were located later that afternoon by Companies B and C, A/4/503d Infantry
detonated a boobytrap at XT 461700 resulting in four US WIA, There were no further
significant contacts on this day.

D/16th Aruor and E/17th Cavalry contimed to provide security or the
Brigade CP at Fire Support Base UELTA.

o, D+ (4 April 1967)

Changes in Task Force Orzanization:

Operational S s The 173d Airborne Brigade comtirmed to vartiéi-
pate in Overation JUNCTION 0%5 iTI under the O°TON of the lst Infantry Division.

The 1/503d Infantry continued to secure Position PARRY and C/1/503d Infantry and the
Recon Platoon conducted dayiight patrols to the south. At 1320 hours, Recon Platoon
found a VC base camv at XT 513732 consisting of seven bunkers with overhead cover.®
Medieal suoplies, tocla, bicycle parts and cooking utensils were found in the area,
all of which was destroved, At 1427 hours, Recon Platoon/1/503d Infantry made cone
test with an estimated enemy sauad at XT $74733 who were emvloylig autamatic weanons
froa dug-in vositions, The Platoon immediately called in air strikes which commsnced
at 1512 hours and lasted for over a half hour, After the Recon Platoon had initiated
movement back to their base area, they azain came under fire at XT 513732 from an enemy
force of squad size in bunkers, Two friendly WIA were suffered. Artillery was called
in on the enemy as the Platoon withdrew, At 1725 hours, the casualties were evacuated
by Dustoff helicopter and the unit continued movement to Positios PARRY. A platoon
from both Alvha and Bravo Companies were disvatched to help secure the return route

of Recon Flatoon., At 1840 hours, Reeon/1/503d Infantry again was subjected to auto-
matic weapons fire at XT 513723 from an estimeted squad of dugein VC, One WIA was
sustained as a result of the cortact, The Platoon was no* able to break contact,
therefore, they established a perimeter for the night at this location, Two air
strikes were put into the area, At 1925 hours, A/1/503d Infantry was ordered i¢

link uy with Recon Platoon, The perimeter of Position PARRY was strengthened by

50 men of 3/3}9th Artillery., At 2200 hours, a Dustoff ship attempting to evacmats
casualties received heavy automatic weapons fire and made a forced landing at Posie
tion PARRY, At 2100 hours, A/1/503d Infantry linked up with the two platoons and com-
tirmed to move to link up with Recon Platoon,

The 2/503d In‘antry moved overland to LZ 2 (XT 435722), Companies A
and B moved at 0830 hours znd sacursd the I.Z ror movement of the 4.2" Mortar Pla-
toon and Battalion HQ by air at 1205 hovzs, C/2/503d Infantry followed the Head-
quarters element by ground movement., The 2/5G3d Infantry contimied to conduct S &
D operations in assigned A0, At 1910 hours, C/2/503d Infantry received 35 - 4O
rounds of semi-automatic fire, 2 claymcres and 6 rifle grenades, all with negative
results, At 1425 hours, Alvha Comoeny recpived a command detonated claymore resule
ting in two {2) US WIA,
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The 4/507d Inlantry continued operations in AO 4 with all companies
deploying platoon size patrcls on search and destroy missions, At 1150 hours, 3/4/
503d Infantry located a 200 meter trench system (XT 450726) with one bunker which was

deatroyed, All elements closed into the Battalion perimster ty 15CC hours with nega-
tive contact,

D/16th Armor, OFCON to E/17th Cavalry departed base camp to pick up
elements of E/17th Cavalry, Mortar Platoon/i/503d Infantry and a CIDG Strike Force
(composite forzes - TF SPEARHEAD) to conduct a recon and S & D mission to the south-
west of MINH THANH, At (715 hours, the Mortar Platoon and a 10-man CIDG party wers
positionsd at XT 596655 to establish a FSB, At O745 hours, an APC from the 24 Pla-
toon of D/16th Armor hit an anti-tank mine at vic XT 548646, E/17th Cavalry immedi-
stely dismounted to sscure the area, This AT mine resulted in 3 US WIA; one of wim
required evacuation, In the meantime, a mine detectcr was trought forth to cleir an
1Z so that a Dustoff could be exscuted, While checking the area, an additional mine
wys unccvered avproxizately 25 meters in front of the damaged vehicle, As the 1st
Fiatcon of D/16th Armor waz movirg up to secure the right side of the road, one of
thair tsrcts hit a mine, This resulted in one WIA which had to be evacuated also,
however, Dusteff could not be exscuted since the LZ had still not been cleared,
E/17th Cavalry therefores sent cut pstrols to the west and south and CIDG elements be-
gan to move north to recon, At 0930 hours, the 1st Platoon/E/17th Cavalry made con-
tact with an estimated 3 to 6 VC at XT 545627, Fire was exchanged with mmall arms,
mortars and air strikes resulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), The enemy broke contact and ~
fled to the scuth, The Cavalry Troov (-) contimued to patrol and fuund a base camp
at XT 532629 with 35 bunkers, It was estimated to be anproximately six to eight
months old, At the southern edge of the camp, three small kitchens were found, As
the Cavalry Troop began to withdraw to the Slmm mortar position, again contect with
the enemy was extablishad at XT 546622 with the hostile force estimated at squad
size, The VC were believed to have been equipped with two antamatic weapons., Again
fire was exchanged and reinforcements were sent in to aid the Troopsrs., The enemy
£inally broke contact and fled southeast. There were no US casualtiés and VC losses-
were unknown, All elements closed at XT 548646 and began to move back to MINH THAMH,
campleting the move without incident at 1700 hours,

p. D+ 11 196
Changes in Task Force Organisation: None
Operational 3 ¢ The 173d Airborne Brigade contimued participa~-
ticn in Operation JUNCT II $n WAR ZONE *C" under the operational comtrol of

the 1st Infantry Division, Company A/1/503d Infantry affected a linkup with Recon
Flatoon/1/503d Infantry at O450 hours., At 0610 hours, the cGeposite unit ~onducted a
*sound off" which touched off inecming semi-automatie and automatic fire from the
north and northwest, At 0830 hours, the Battalion CO's helicopter picked up the
Recon Platoon's serious casualty and took hia to Position PARRI for MEDIVAC, Com~
panies B and C/1/503d Infantry continued to secure Position PARRY whils A/1/503d
Infantry and Recon Platoon conducted S & D operatiéns back toward the Battalion CP,
At 0945 hours, two air strikes were tlaced on the sits of the rrevious day's actiom,
Strikes were terminated at 1030 hours, At 1300 hours, A/1/503d Infantry located a
battalion sigze base camp at XT 515736, In the camp were found tools and medical
supplies which were evacuated, At 1409 hours, Aloha Comoany fcund three graves at

ST 513734 which contained the bodies of VC who had a?arently teen killed by air
strikes conducted three days prior, At XT 505743, A/1/503d Infantry located a batta~
lion size base camp which had not been used in several months, The comvosite Cempeny
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closed at Position PARRY at 1645 hours., At 1912 hours, the Fire Support Base came
under mortar attack from the north-northwest, The barage lasted 20 mimtes, durirg
which time aoproximately 150 82mm mortar rounds were received, At 1916 hours, counter
moitar fire from organic mortare and artillery from Position THRUST bezan, The 1/503d
suffered a total of 6 WIA, to inclrde 2 slightly WXA incurred by 8lmm mortar round
charges igniting prematureiy in the tube,

The 2/5038 Infantry conducted S & D opérations from their Battalion
bess area with platoons from Companies A, B, and Recon Platoon, At 0955 hours, A/2/
5034 Infantry received one grenads, 25 rounds of 8/a fire and two clsymore mines
from an estimated enemy sgquad =zt XT 436720, Fire was returnec with artillery, sir-
strikss a¥l small arms resulting in one VC KIA (BC} and 2 ¥S KIA (poss).

The L/503d Infantry contimmed to search tha srea within AO i moving toward
(bjective FIR, All elements closed into harbor site {XT 443754) by 1430 hours having
mot with negative comtact, At 1600 hours, B/4/503d Infantry located a base camp with
45 bunkers at XT AL2754, From 1935 hour3 to 1945 hours, an ambush patrol from A/L/
503d Infantrs engaged a number of VC which resnulted in the confirmed death of ome,
and one VC KIA (poss). No further cointact was made ~~ +“ia day,

E/17th Cavalry snd D/16th Armor contimmed ‘t, secure the Brigade CP in
the vieinity of MINH THANH withowt significant contact.

Q. D+16 (5 Apeil 1967)
Changes in Task Force Organigation: None

Operational Suwmary: The 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate) under the
OPCON of the 1st Division, contimmed participation in Operation JUNCTION CITY II
ir WAR ZONE "C*. The 1/503d Infantry continued to secure Position PARRY in support
of the 3/319th Artillery, B/1/503d Infantry patrolled to the southwest, At 1320
hours, Bravo Corpany located several freshly used bunkers with overhsad cover at
XT 488727, One VC was spotted at this location, taken under fire and killed (XC),
Artillery was placed at XT 490729 and B/1/503d Infantry moved in to check the ares,
receiving semi-antomatic and antomatie fire, The infantry sustained one WIA and air
strikes were ¢alled, Counany B was directed to return to Position PARRY and closed
at 1753 hours,

The 2/503d Infantry continued search and destroy operations in A0 2
with Companies A, C, and Recan Platoon patrolling north, east and south of the
Battalion Base Czap, They located and destroyed several enemy base camps, however,
significant eremy contuct was not establiched,

The 4/503d Infuntry contimed operations within AO &4 in ths vieinity’
of Objective FIR, At 1030 hours, Company B located an old base camm at XT 446756,
Company A clearing patrol located one dead VC and an AK-47 rifle as a result of
the mmbush sprung by elements of Alpha Company onm the previous night, An LZ €lea-
ring team from tho lst Division spent the day clearing the LZ in prevaration for
extraction on 8 April. A1l Battalion elements were closed into the base perimeter
by 1620 hours, There was no further contact,

At 1640 hours, the Command and Control helicopter of the 2d Battaliom,

503d Infantry with the Battalion ccamander and S3 aboard spotted two VC at XT 452704,
Jointly, the Battalion CO, S3 and door gummer opemed fire resulting in 2 VC KIA (BC).
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At 1500 hours, the Commari‘ing Geraral while flying over an enemy base camo at XT
545696 observed movement, Artillery was adjusted and placed in the area by the (G,
resulting in 3 enemy being idlled by axtillery,

Batween 2330 hours to 0015 hours, the Brigade Command Post at MINH THAMH
received 30 ~ LO incoming rounds of 82wm mortars, Counter mortar fira was placed
into suspected ensmy firing areas with unknown results, During the incident, 5 para-
troopers received vounds and thrseé were evacumated for further medical treatment,

r. D+17 (6 April 1967)

Changes in Task Porce Organizatiom: None

Cpsrztioral Summary: The 173¢ Airborne Prigade ccatinued particivetion
in Operation JUKCTION CITY. The lst Battalion, 5034 Infantry continued their ‘secu-
rity mission of Position PARRY while Comvenies A and B pstrolled to the south. At
1006 hours, A/1/503d Infantry directed planned air atrikes on XT 512722, The company
subsequently entered a vreviously located base camp at XT 512728 and found 6 new
model bicycles with "Hands Across the Sea® markings and one 1.5 XN generator of Ger-
man xamifacture, All ecuivment was evacuated. At 1516 lours, B/1/503d Infantry sus-
tained 1 WIA from a VC boobytravped grenade at XT 492730, At 1500 hours, B/1/503d
Infantry reported entering a base camp in the same vicinity and located several blood
trails, Artillery and air strikes were revorted to have been affective. At 1725 ncurs,
Bravo Comoany had their casualty extrscted by Dustoff at XT 492730, Alvha and Eravo
Companies were closed at Position PARHY by 1845 hours,

The 2/503d Infantry becan displacement north of Objective ASH at 073G
hours, Company C and the Rscon Platoon remained at the old position and orovided
security for the 4,2* mortars, The mortar tubes were lifted to this loeation (LZ 3,
IT 4L727L5), howsver the perscmnel remained with the Battalicm, Cosmeny C ard Recom
Flatoon moved north and joined the Battalion (-) closing at 1500 hours, There was
negative contact throughout the day.

The 4/503d Infantry coatimned S & D operations within A0 4 in the vicinity
of Cbjective FIR, At 1135 hours, A/4/503d Infantry spotted seven VC and fired on them
with nszative results at XT 427776, Charlie Company located four bunkers with over-
head cover and several unused trails., At 2335 hours, two mortar rounds of unknowm
::digin landed 500 meters from the Battaliczn perimster., ¥o further contact was repor-

On 6 April 1967, D/16th Armor (=) with 2 Platoons of E/17th Cavalry
moved out to recon southeast of MIMH THANH, The lst Platoom of D/16th Arwor was
sent with one platoon of B/17th Cavalry to recon in the vicinity of XT 658654 and
upon cawplstion of the move, wers able to link up with the remainder of the Cav/
Armor elements. Tnis plan had to bs aborted, however, since CIDG elements wers
working in the area. At 1100 hours, D/16th Armor picke2 uo four individuals (1 WK
man and 3 women) who were caming from the east on ROUTE 13, They wure checked for
ID cards and searched, Upon returning to the Brigade CP, the 4 individnals were
turned over to the 173d MP's for future interrogation.

s. D+18 (7 aprd 1967)
Changes in Task Orzanizatiom: Nom

25
CONFIDENTIAL

B Ty v Soreee = e

und

Y




CONFIDENTIAL -

AVER_S0 1L Seoma YOLY

-y vaeew asnr

SUBJECT: Comhat Cperations After Action Report - Overation JINCTION CITY I & II

Overational Summary: The 173¢ Airborne Rrigade continved particina-
tion in Operation JUNCTION CITY II, The 1/503d Infantrr comtimed their security
mission of Position PARRY with C/1/503d Infantry and Recon/1/503Q Infantry patrcle
ling from the perimeter, Throughout the day, the 1/503d Infantry =ade mumercus
discoveries cf enemy fortifield areas, consistirz mostly of bunkers, manv wi‘h overe
hezd cover, At 1407 hours, C/1/503d Infantry took two VC under fire at XT 478757.
The VC fl<d east.

The 2/503d Infantry ccnducted search and destroy operations in the
vicinity of Objective ASH with Cospany A in the northwest, Cospary F in the north-
east ari Charlie Cospany oroviding security for the Battalion C°. There was nega-
tive eremy contact throuzhout the day, and the Zattalion harbored at IT 522796,

The 4/503d Infantry contimed search and destroy overaticns in the
vicinity of Jpjective FIR, Comoeny B and D irdtisted movement at 0915 hours and at
0935 hours resvectively, Coampary A and Comvany C/L/503d Infantry asscmed the secv-
»ity of the Battalion verimeter. At 1C50 hours, Company T revorted detcrating one
boobytrap at XT 443766 resunlting in 1 GS XIA arnd 7 S WIA. Dustoff was completed
at 1223 hours, Campamy D/L/c034 Tafantrw fcuné two bunkers and four CBU's at XT
454759 and destroyed them ia place, At 1£05 hours, Bravo Compeny sighied four vC
at XT 44376L and fired cn the enemy witn uninown results, At 1623 hours, B/L/503d
Infantry repcrted seceiving beavy semi-sutcmatic and autamstic weapons fire from
the same vicinity, resulting in ome US Y¥IA, Contact lasted umtil 1900 Rours, At 1315
heurs, C/4/503d Infantry received three s/a rourds into their verimeter., Fifteen
mimtes iater, D/L/503d Infantry initiated movement frce the Bittalion verimeter to
lirk up with Zravo Company, :aepleting the mcve at 1000 hours, A% 2130 hours, A/
4/503d Infantry revorted mcvement to the north, malled LPts back and fired clawmores

th urikncsn resuits, There was no farther contact made btv the Ath Eatialicn,

2/17th Cevalry and D/16th Armor contirnmed to orovide security for FSB
BLTA and ,atrolled to the north and east withcot contzet with the enemy,

t, D+19 (8 Aprid 19¢7)

Changes in Task Force Crganigaticn: B/L/503d Inf OPCOZ BSde B

Operational Summary: The 173d Airborne Brigade (Sevarzte) contimved
particinatien in Operation JUNCTION CITY IT wnder the OPCCY of the 1st Infantry
Division, 4t 0130 hours, an amtush site of Recan/1/503d Infantry suffered ope
friendly XI4, One vatrol member z5t up from his vosition and walked to ancther
nosition in the area, He was challenged 37 another patrol msmber who reesived no
cswer, Ye fired one rouid and heard nothing more., The friendly XIA was discovered
at the first iight of morning., The 1/5032 Infantry contimved to secure the FSB at
Position PARNY, At 1CLS hours, a oreplarned airstrike was delivered at XT 490728,
There vere no significant comtacts =ade cn this date.

The 2/503¢ Infantry contimned to conduet S & D oreraticas in (blective
ASH, Compsnies A and B operated in the north amd Charlie Cospany was in the south
At 1110 hours, C/z/503d Infantry sootted 2 ¥C in the vicinity of XT L13742. The
compaay fired on the 7C who fled, Artillery was cailed in and the coatact resulted
in two VC XIA (BC). Contact was reestablished at 1215 hours with an estimated VC
squad in the same vicinity, A platoon was sent to reinfores the platoon in comtact.
Results of the second comtact were 3 US XJIA and 3 US WIA, A1l elements of the Batta-
lion harbored for the night at XT 423752,
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AVERaSC 15 June 1967
SUBJBUI: Compev Uperations aAfter Action ievort - Uperation JUNCTLON CLTY 1 & IX

The L/503d Infantry continued operation: in the vicinity of Objective

FIR. B/4/503d infantry moved by air to FSB "D* and then moved by vehicle to FSB
ROCK to swcure one battery of artiilery at XT 607683. Upon arrivel at P3B "D* (MINH
THANH), Bravo Company tecame OPCON ¢ Brigade, 4£/4/503d Infantry seccured the Battu~
lion perimster whiie Charlie Company moved north cn 8 & D operations to the area of
contact of 7 Aprdl, .At 0756 hours, D;4/503d Infamry initiated movemant from their
harpor site (XT 443761) closing at the Battalion parimeter at 0900 hours, At 0815
hours, B/L/503d Infantry departed the base area for Positiom ROCK {via FSB ¥D"), At
0940 hours, C/L/503d¢ Infantry initiated movemont north finding punji pits av XT 443~
76L. At 1240 hours, C/L/5033 Infantrv mads contact at XT LAL765 with an estimated
¥C squad resulting initdaliy iw 2 US WIA, The enaly was ecuipped viti: /4 automatic
wespons, Contact wac broken at 1330 hours with three US WIA (total) and oue KIR,
Alr and artillery supported the contact, At 1425 hours, one WIA died, Aftor subse~

ont airstrikes, C/4/503d Infantry moved through the contact area finding ome VC
%UKBA) and one AK-47 =ifle, There werc -2 further contacts on this day.

E/17tn Cavalry and D/16th Armor continued to provide security for FSE
DELTA, The Cavalry Troop clesrad the road for convoys between the Brigade CF and
FSB ROCK, A/2/319th Artillery was helilifted from Position PARRY to FSB "D" and
then moved to Position ROCK by road. The Battery was in position by 1540 houre,
w, D+20 (9 April 1967)

Changes in Task Organirzation: Novs

Operational S ¢ The 173d Airborne Erigade (Separate) continued per-
ticipation in Operation JUNCT CITY ITI this date, The lst Battalion, 503d Infantry
displaced from Pesition PARRY to the southeast in two elemsnts, At 0810 hours, Alpha
Comvany, HQ (=) and Recon Platoon departed FSB PARRT, At 1016 hours, A Company ant
Recon Platoon received an incoming carbine round at XT 509742, Artillery wae callied
in, At 1215 hours; the same elsment located a base camp at XT 5208748 containing seve-
rsl bunkers, spider holes and a hut with thatched roof, At 1500-hours, 3/319th Artii.
lery (-) completely cleared Position PARRY with the Battalion CP, Bravo and Charlie
Cempanies of the 1st Battalion and cammensnced movement towards a position located at
XT 523741, At 1755 hours, the 1lst Battalion consolidated at this position for the
night. At 1758 hecurs, the 1/503d Infantry received ap-raximately 5 incoming rifle
grenades, One VC was obzerved east of the psrimster and was taken under fire wiir
semi~automziic and M=79 weapous, The VC fled southeast, Two US WIA were sustained
88 a result of the action aud were ovacuaied on a LOC helicopter.

The 2/503d Infantyy commenced a heliborne asganlt fram LZ 3 to 1Z ROEERT
(XT 512663) at 1122 hours, The LZ was prepared.with 105 and 155mm artillery and TAC
Mr, At 113 hours, the first 1ift with eiements of Company A landed on LZ ROBERT,
The first 1ift was composed of iwenty stips and included tho Recon Platoon and sle-
ments of the Mcrtar Platoon. As elements oi A/2/503¢ Infantry wmoved ‘cut’ of the peri-
meter to the east, they reccived fire from an estimated reinforced scuad, On» marn
was wounded immediately and feli in front of the bunkars fram which Zire was issuing,
Artillery could not be delivered on the enewy nwociticas due to the close proximity
of the wounded, The remainder of the 2/503d Infantry was diverted-to MINH THANH
since the LZ was not considered secure for landing, At 1525 hours, they were :zain
helilifted to the 1LZ, Sniper fire continued in the vicinity of contact until 1715
hours, TAC Air was finally delivered and artillery sunmpgrt was used throuchoit the
arternoon, In sddition, CS in powdered form was dispensed with a Mighty Mite, Re-
sults of the contact w.re 4 US KIA, 17 US WYA and 5 VC KIA (RC),
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AVEB-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operstions After Action Report - Cyerations JUNCTION CITY I & IX

The 4/503d Infarsry (=) conducted an extraction fram an LZ located at
X 443754 (vie Objective FIR), to Fire Suppcrt Base DELTA and moved by road to FSB
ROCK, Order of extruction was HHC, Ccmpanies A, €, then D, At 0822 hours, C/4/503d
Infantry received one short artillery round resulting in five US WIA, Dustoff was
completed at 0840 hours, At 0855 hours, 4/503d Infantry (=) commenced extraction
using four olicks per 1ift. During the move, enemy activily was reported ‘500 meters
to the south, The area wvas supressed with gun ships with unimown results, All ele-
ments were closed et FSB ROCK (XT 607683) at 1038 hours, The campanies then issued
platoon sise clearing patrols which met with negative conta:t,

E/17th Cavalry and D/16th Armor continued to provide sscurity for the
Brigade Coumand Post at FSB DELTA.

v. D+ 21 (10 April 16647)

Changes in Task Forzse Organization: None

Operational Stmn%z: The 173d Airborne Brigade continued to partici-
pate in Operation CTION C II this date under the Operational Control of the
1st Infantry Division, The 1/503d Infantry conmtimed to ssarch and destroy south
towards Objective SAND, Company A departed the Battalion perimeter first and at 0815
hours, they took five VC under firé at XT 520740, The enemy fled to the west and
artillery was called into the area, Forty minutes later, a scout of A/1/503d In-
fentry suffered three casualties from enexy fire at the same vicinity, Contact
was made in an old base camp containing bunkers, huts and trenches, At 0908 hours,
contact was broken when artillery was called in, Results of the skirmish were 2 US
WIA and 1 VC KIA (BC). Alpha Company's casualtiss were evacuaied by Dustoff at®
0950 hours, C/1/503d Infantry engaged 4 VC armed with-s/a weavons at XT 525737,
The VC fled south with unknown results, At 1035 hours, Alvha Company located the.
bodies cf 2 VC killed by air at XT 521733, Throughout the morning, the Battalicn
made contact several times with small groups (1 or 2) of VC, however, én each occa~
sion, the enemy fled before substantial fire could be placed upon them, At 1605
hours, £/1/503d Infantry engaged 2 Viet Cong on a bicycle and placed fire on them,
elaiming 1 VC KIA (BC) .né the bicycls, The action took place at XT 524720, The
ist Battalion consolicated for the night at XT 523709,

The 2/503d Infantry initiated movement from LZ ROEERT (XT 510669) to-
ward Objective DUST, At 1120 hoars, A/2/503d Infantry located a bunker camplex at
XT 519671 where they received sniper fire froam an unknowmn mmber of Viet Cong. Con-
tact was broken, however, with unknown results, At 1140 hours, Brsro Campany
received sniper fire from XT 519676. Charlie Company of the 2d Battzlion moved west
to maneuver the enemy left flank, At 1215 hours, Charlie Company entcred the barge
camp, howaver, contact was not broken for an hour and 15 mimutes, There were two>
frieng‘}y WIA as a result of the action. The battalion harbored for the night at.

XT 520678,

The 4/503d Infantry continued search and destroy apsrations in'the vici-
nity of Position ROCK issuing platoon size patrols of Compani:s A, B, and C. At 0941
hours, Comouny D dispatched a squad sizs vatiol, lut due to a Brigade alert, the pa-
trol returned at 104 hours, In view or intaliigence indicating a VC attack on MINH
THANH, Commany D/4/503d infantry with the &lmr Xorvar Platoon from Alpha Company was
attached to E/17th Cavalry, arriving at FCR DI%: at 1240 hours., ~All units closed
ithe Battalion verims‘er %7 1600 hours, Ko fartkor contact was revorted,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Peport - Opsration JUNCTION CITY I & II

On this date, the 3d Plstoon of D/16th Armor was sent 1o clear the
road from MINH THANH to FSB ROCK for convors moving to and from the Fire Sapport
Base, At 1300 hours, the 3d Platcon was relieved by the Brigade ¥*'s, A report
from S2 was received at this time that the Viet Cong were planning an sttack, there-
fcre, all elemsnts of D/1€th Armor returned to the CP arnd set up defenses at XT 638-
670, E/17tn C:valry remairsd at the Brigade CP in readiness for possible anemy offen~
sives,

w, D+ 22 (11 April 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: Nome

Operational Summary: The 173d Airborne Brigade, OPCON to the lst Infane
try Division, cortimued participation in Operation JUNCTION CITY II conducting S &
operations in Objcctiva DUST and north of Objective SAKD, The 1/503d Infantry remained
at XT 523709 bass area this date and conducted search and destroy and patrolling ope~
rations in AO SAND. At 0917 hours, z platoon of G/1/503d Infantry spotted 1 V2 at’
XT 525718% The Viet Cong fled southeast and 8lmm mortars were fired into the area;
Beginning at 10i5 hours, the first of two preplanned airstrikes were delivered at XT
517736, A: 1032 hours; anociher VC was spotted by elements of  ilpha Company, The
enemy soldier fled west when taken under fire, At 1050 hours, the second plammed
alr strike was compleve? and Aipha Company continued to move toward the base camp
located on 10 April, At 1%i2 hours, the first elsmentz of the 2/503d Infantry closed
at the 1/503d Infantry'e perimstor 4n nreparation for air movement fram that loca-
tion on 12 April, By 1600 hours, Company 4 entered the air strike sresa finding a’
fresh grave, There was only minimal damage to the bunkers %n the enemy base area,
Twenty mimtes later, one of A/1/503d Infantry's eiements came under fire from 5 VC
employing antomatic and semi-autmmziic weavons from trees, Contact was not btroken
for an hour and twsaty~five mimutes owing to the enemy sniving activity. There wéye
2 U5 KIA,; 6 US WIA and 1 VC XIA (EC) as a result of the contact, "A" Company was ad~
vised by a Commend and Liaison ship to proceed to an LZ to the east for extraction of
wounded persomnel, however, mechanical difficulties were exverienced with the Dusi-
off aircraft and the extraction was finaliy accomplished by the C and L ship, Artil-
lery was called into the contact area and illumination was fired as a navigational
aid to the paratroopers, The Company closed at the Battalion position at 2355 hours,

The 2/503d Infantzy moved from their harbor position of the praviéus
night to LZ WILLIAM, They closed the LZ at 1230 hours without further contact, The
battalion conducted search ard destroy operations enroute and located and destroyed
several small base camps and small amounts of supplies, At 1300 hours, tne Battalion
HQ element and A/2/503d Infantyy located a fresh grave at XT 522695 comtaining = dead
VC, The Battalion harbored approximately 250 msters from the 1lst Battslion,

The 4/503d Infantry (=) continued security of FSB ROCK with local patrol-
ling, All patrols had depsrtsd the Battalion Base Area by 1010 hours and returned
by 1600 hours meeting with nsgative comtact., At 1621 hours, C/4/503d Infantry re-
ceived two in€oeming mortar or rifle grenades landing 50 meters to the frort of their
perimeter, Patrols were sent to investigate, however, they mades no contact with the
enemy .,

D/16th Armor and E/17th Cavalry contimued their security mission at
the Brigade CP,
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SUBJECT: Cosbat Operaticns After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & IX

x, D+ 23 {12 April 1967)

Changes in Task Force Organization: Bc& Cs1/503d Inf OPCON E/17th Cav

) rational Sagxary: The 173d Airborne Frigads continued Operation
-JURCTION CITY II in WAR ~ONE C, NPCCN to the 1st Division, The 1/503d Infant:y 1if-
ted bshind the 2/5734 Tnrantry from 12 WILLIMM to vicinity of MINH THANH with the
first 1ift departing at 105% hours and the last 1ift closing MINH THANH at 1616 hours.
At 1530 hours, Bravo and Charlis Compames of the 1lst Battalion became OPCON to E/17th
Cavalry and subsecusntly moved cut to assist in securing HIGHWAY 245, ‘The Batialion
CP was located at XT 663847,

On this date, ths 2/5U3d Infantry was extracted from 7.7 WILLIAM and
moved by helicooter to MINH THANH where it assumed the responsibility of securing
the 173d Al-borne Brigade Headouarters and ths BSOC,

The 4/503d Infantry continued security of FSB ROCK with local patrol-
ling, Companies A, B, and C/4/503d Infamtry condudted platoors size vatrois within
their sectors, with .all elements dsparting at 1030 hours and closed by 1500 hours,
They met with negative contact, At 2005 hours, an ambush platoon svotted movement
at XT 594678, 8lmn mortars were fired with unknown resulte, There was no further
contact remorted by the 4th Battalion,

E/17th Cavalry and D/16th Armor devarted MINH THANH at 1000 hours to
clear hiIGHWAY 245 to HIGHWAY 13 and escorted a convoy from the ist Infantry Divisioa
to MINH THANH, All convoys were closed by 1930 hours, Tne 3/319th Artilierv cone
tinued to support FErigade Operations from FSB RCCK.

yo D+ 2i (13 April 1967)

Changes in Task Organization: 1734 Abn Bde (Sep) released OPCON of
13, _Inf Div

Operational Summarys The 173d Airborns Brigade terminated their
participation in Operation JUNCTION CITY this date with all unite redeploying from
their respective areas to the Base Camp at BIEN HOA, The 1/503d Infantry departed
from MINH THANH at 0930 hours by SH-47 helicopter to LAI KHE, Upon arriving at LAX
KHE, the 1st Battalion boarded trucks and returned io BIEN HOA closing at 1845 hours,

The 2/503d Infantry was moved by CV-2 aircrafi from MINH THANH to BIEN
HOA, The Battalion closed at the Brigade Base Camp at 1210 hours.

The 4/503d Infantry departed MINH 1HANH by CH-47 helicovter at Q745
hours enroute to LAL KHE where they also boarded trucks for BIEN HOA at 1402 hours.
The 4/5030 Infantry closed at BIEN HCA at 1830 hours,

The howitzers of the 3/319th Artillery were transvorted from MIN:
THANH to Base Camp by C~123 aircraft, The movement started at 0730 hours and was
campleted by 1210 hours, All vehicles of the 173d deuc-ted MINH THANH in a cone
voy of three serials, with the lead element leavinz the area at C730 hours and the
rear element closing at BLIN HOA at 1845 hours, No contact was reported during any
phase of the movement, The Brigade was released “rom the Operational Control of the
1st Infantry Division at 1550 hours.
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15. Rnyolntionary Develoment

a, Civie Acticn Activities:

(1) The following distributions were

Combat Operations After Action Report =« Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

made in the AO of Operation JUFC.

TION CITY II:
Amo BCRO’; WOOd ¢ ¢ o 0 0 06 0 0 ¢ % 159256
Polished Rice o o » ¢+ o o o ¢ o o o 23 tons
C-Rstions, Bax Mise , o o o ¢ « o o 150 1bs
Naila o ¢ 0 o o 6’ o & o o e o e o0 O 50 lbﬁ
b, Brigade £5 Activitiesa:
(3) MEDCAP and DENTCAP:
DATS LOCATION MEDCAP DENTCA?
23 March 1967 WOA MY/MINH TH:NH 97 0
27 March 1967 HINE HOA/MINH ‘1 IANH 115
Tital 152 115
{2) Psychological Operations: Spuaker and lezflet Missions
DATE THEME MISSIoH TIHE/ AMOUNT
22 March 1967 Chieu Hoi Leaflet 53,000
Safe Conduct Leaflet 56,000
Tape A=12 Speaker 1 hr
JUSPAC Newsletter Leaflet 25,600
2/, March 1967 Safe Conduct Pass/Wpns Rwd leaflst 181,000
Chieu Hoi Leaflet 100,000
Powerful Sky Soldier Leaflei 1,000
Rally Instructions Speaker 1hr
25 March 1967 Safe Conduct Pass/Wpns Pwd Leaflet 181,000
Chieu Hoi Leaflet 100,000
Powerful Sky Soldier leaflet 1,000
Wry You Should Rally Speaker 1hr
29 March 1967 Chieu Hoi Leaflet 50,000
Safe Conduct Passes Leaflet 70,000

(3) Solatium:

{a) 3,000 $VN ~ to the aunt of a boy gored by water buffalo
which was startled by gunfire,

(b) 1,500 $VN - payment for repair of damage to houses at the
end of the air strip at MINH THANH,

16, Logistic/Administrative Activities

a, Ceneral: A Brigade Suvport Operations Certer (BSOC) was establisaad
at MINH THANMH to provide direct logistical suvport for the Brigade thrcughout Ozavca~
tion JUNCTION CITY II. Resupply was accomplished by fixed wing aireraft from .Jh
HOA to MINH THAMH and by rotary wing from the BSOC location to forward elsment:
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AVER.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report « Operation JUNCTIOX CITY I & II

b, Supply aad Transportation:

{1) The tollowing resupply sorties were flown from MINH THANH to the
forward units:

m‘.mcocooaooaoaootoolizsv
c""“? 000'00000000‘0'0.296

(2) The juilowing vsaupply sorties were flown bstween BIEN HOA and
MIRE THANH:

c-123.'00006500“00fO.1m
c.lso.’OODOOOOCOICODOOﬂzw

{3) The following amounts (ahort tons) of supplies were handlad:

a”SIOOOOOIOloo000000-00361019m

Class I ¢ 0 L o0 0 e s 00000000 TBOST

cl”BIII.eocco.ooaoanoooo 74,30 ST

m”aIII‘AQe0.000'0.-.00..79306°m

Class V ao....o..oo...o».22201n7°3f

Tmn-o.-............:..3,5%.5931'
¢, Naintenance:
(1) The BSOC maintenance contact team consisted of two officers and

twenty-five enlisted men, Basck.up support and repair resupply was accomplished by
aiyr from BIEN HOA,

(2) During the operation, a totai of 603 recuirements for support were
received, categcrized as listed below:

SECTION JOBS RECEIVED JCBS CQMPLETED JOBS UNCOMPLETED
Nech Maint & Eng 100 92 8
Armament 287 275 12
Signal 221 200 21

TOTAL 8 567 B

d, Medical: A Brigade Clsaring Station was aet up upon arrival to furnish
nedical, surgical, dental and medical supply support as needed, The initial comple-
ment was composed of 38 EM and four officers including two physicians, one dertict
and ons MSC officer, A 20 bed holding facility was utilized tc care for the sick
and wounded until such time as they could be returned to duty cr evacnated to a larger
modical installation, Urgent cases were flom to the 3d and 45th Surgieal Hespitals
via "Dustoff™ or Slick helicopters., Routine casas were evacuated to BIEN HOA by C-130,
A total of 536 patients were trezied by the clearing station forward, A Breakdown is
as listed below:
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AVER-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

PATIENY TYPR WUMBER PATIENTS
KIA 4 o 0 0 00606 06 0606606000000 030
WIA . o v v 0 v 0 66066 cooeo0oes 156
Inj“riea I - 1
Foo ... e 0 e e ez e b e e s e0s 0009
Demtological ¢ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 e 0 0 017
Ey' -] * L4 L4 4 L L3 4 [ ] 4 . . L4 [ * [ ] L) o 6
Gastro-Intestinal ., . .., ... ... .+ 0“8
Genito-Urinary (Including VD) ., .. ., . .4k
‘kurO—PﬂyChi&trie e ot e e e s 00000 e
Other Medical ., . . . o ¢ v e 0 v o0+ « 5k
Other Surgical o o o v o 4 0 ¢ o o 6 o o » o26
Dental 6 o o 0 6 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 2 0 0 0 0 ¢ 0 0 233
Vietnamese ., . o o o v 06 0 ¢ ¢ o 0o 6 06 0 ¢ 2
TOTAL ® * o 2 0 0 0 ¢ o o 0 o o 53

e, Comwaications: The Brigade CP displaced to MINH THANH on 20 March
1967 and communications were established immediately with the 1st Infantry Division
CP at LAI KHE by PM Radio, Single side hand radio was established simultaneously
with the Brigade Base Camp at- BIEN HOA. Upon establishing a VHF system, the single
side band was deactivated, This was the first time that the modified weavons carrier
{(M-2714) "alking Mule” was-used at Brigade level, It proved quite successful., Upon
the establishment of a Tactical CP at Fire Support PARRY, cammunications were tied
bask to MINH THANH by both P and L=Charnel. VHF radio, The Tactical 'CP was able to
establish and maintain ™ radio camsunications with all maneuver elements not capable
of cammunicating with the forward CP at MINH THANH. On 9 April, PSB PARRY closed
down and the artillery elements displaced to Position ROCK, VHF L-chanhel was estab-
lished from the FSB to MINH THANH to the 3/319th and 4/503d switchboard, From tims
to tims during the operztion, it was rrcessary to provide an airborne relsy to in-
sure ccomunications to Battalion CP's caring their displacements,

17. Special nt /Tec! 13

a. LZ Defenss: IDuring the heliborne assault om LZ ROEERT, the 24 Batti-
ion, 503d Infantry encountered resistance from VC who weré entrenched in bunkers
located 7% meters from the LZ, CS powder was dispersed fram a Mity Mite but mroved
ineffective, CS grenades on the other hand vere highly effective, A contraction
type defense as used during the extraction from IZ 3 proved highly successiul, With
the proper planning and cocrdination, a contraction defense is effective in minimi.
zing enewmy resistance encountered during extraction,

b. LZ Construction Team: On two sevarate occasions, the Lth Battaliom
successfully utilived an "LZ" construction team provided by B Company, lst Batta-
lion, 1st Infantry Divisioa, An LZ was constructed for resuoply purvoses, The
team and its squipment were brought into the operational area by a CH-47 using a
sling load and ladder, The sscond L2 was constructed to enable the battalion to
extract on 9 April 1967. Jonsideration should be given to forming such & team
within the 173d Airborne Brigade's resources,

¢, Marking Friendly Tositions fa fdr Strikes: Difficulty was experienced
in marking friendly positions for airstrikes by the forward elemants in contact with
the VC. This difficulty can be reduced or eliminated by having the elements not in
contact mark their positions with smoke and relay the distance and direction from
their positions to whers friendly elements are located,
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AVEE-SC 15 June 1947
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Atztior Peport - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & X

d, Additional Marling Technique: in additional technique in marking
enemy vositions for air strike was used on this operation. The ground mnit in con-
tuct places artillery or mortar fire in the target area where he wants thé strike,
Once the fighters are on station and ccntact has been made with the FAC, one or
two WP rounds are fired, This not only gives the ground clement close and contin-
uous fire support; but also expedites the target orientstion for the FAC,

18, Besults of Operation JUNCTION CITY II
a. PFrien Losses
. Q) Personnel:
nA0.000...0'0'00000.0‘00'30
WIA L[] o . o . . e o * 0 L * Ll L L] * 0 . * L * L L 156
HIA00'005000‘0..000‘00.0.0°
(2) Eouipment:
AmDeatrmd300000.30000060000
Amn’ag'd.90.‘.‘00000.0000"
H.79000n00000000000oaloaaoc
Plstol,.hSCal o o & 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 & 0 » 0 0 ¢
ma,x-léooOsco.oooooooooooc

b, Eneay Losses - Personnel

O

KIAN(BC) v o e v oo v v oo ovvessoeses 95
KTA(POBS) o ¢ o ¢ c ¢ 9o 0 6o v o v o oeeeses 31
BBA(BC) o v c v oo ocoooooveovecoos 2
KBA(POSB) o o v o o 00 s 00 s s o osevees 1
Detaine®s . o - 4 o ¢ o 0 ¢ 00 06 0600600020

f

Weapona:

Moein Nagant Rifles . . o s 0 0 v 0 v 0 0 0 0+ ¢
AK-L7 RIf188 . . . o 6 s 6 0 00 000000000
USRifIes . . . 0 o e v 6o v 0 0 00 00060000
Muchineguns . . . . o s o v v v 0 0 00 0 0 000
B-4O Rocket Launchers , . . . . . 2o ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ o &

M W o 2 ®
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Momnition:
Grenades ., ., .
VC Grenades , .
Claymore Mines
Rifle Grenades
Small Arms ., ,
Howitzer Rounds
7.620m Rounds
Mines ., ., ., .
Food:

Riece , . ...
Dried Fish , .
Chickens ., . ,

Hs‘ o & 0 o 0 o o
Russian Canned Milk

Equirment :

Uniforms ., ., .
Rucksacks , . .
Rubber Sandals
Gas Masks , , ,
Bicycles ., . .

CONF IDENTIAL

.

Assorted Clothing

Structures:

Bunkers . ., ., .
Faxholes , , .
Hats . . . .«
Bomb Shelters .,

Combat Cperations After Action

CONF IDENTIAL

15
Report - Operation SUNCTION CITY I & II

e 000 153

000008

000-032

e 5,873 rnis
e o 52 rnds
15,800 rnds
e v o0 015

. 3,785 1bs
o o 242 1bs
e 000031
e oo
o o T2 vints

1600525

e o 21 palr
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o000 o 49
o o 400 1bs
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SUBJECT: Cecubat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II
Morter Posstions o o o o ¢ o ¢ s ¢ o s 0000000 b
Anti-Aircraft Positions . ., . o o o v 0 s 6 0 ¢+ 0 h
Document®: o o o o o o s o s 0 6 s 0 00 s 00 0 3,705
Miscellaneous
WiP® . o ¢ 0 0 c 0 e e 0o s 00 20900 ¢ 0 o« 5,0008%

Coppar Wire o»...,....,.......Z,OOOn
Electrical Wire . . 5 o o o s 0 o o o o o « » 3,078 1
Battories o o o v o s e 0 s 0 o o0 00 oo oo 6,650

Aﬂevx'tcd'ﬁqnipmt....a,-.......-1951b3
19, Ccamander's Anslysis and Jessons learnsd

a. Commander's Analysis: The following are a series of comments nade
by Brigadier General John R, Deane Jr, at 2 critique of Operation JUNCTION CITY
IT held on 24 April 1967 at BIEN HOA Base Camp.

(1) Operation JUNCTION CITY II had several difficult landing gones,
Cormanders should contimually improve LZ's in their areas, especially trees in the
approach ané departure routes,

(2) GCener.i Deane cautioned against C & L ships flying too low,

(3) Thera is a possibility that the KAC codes will replace the pré-
sent use of points of origin, It will entail more time but will be more secure.

(4) General. Deane had noticed that air strikes were being called in
vhen troops were unable to brsak contact, forcing the jets to be sent away, [H. T
manders were instiicted to make & practice of selecting alternale targes in be used
if tke primary ta.:get cannot be hit,

(5) Personnel calling in air strikes were advised to start thinking
about how they will describe and mark the target, Orientation of tie FAC must be
quick to got efficdeat ard tiwely resuits.

(6) Command emphasis ie required in the maintenance program.

b, Lessors Learned: Lessons Learned will be discussed by unit and re-
stricted to the significant items brought forward at the critique of 2k Aprid, 1967.

(1) 24 Battalion, 5034 Infantry

Jtem: 20mm Cannon
Discussion: The 2/503d Infantry auestioned the effectiversss of the
20mm cannon on TAC Air missions against base camps, CPT Widick reccmwended that

the ZOm caunons be replaced by other ordsnce such as napalm to imorove the strike
atfectiveres: against buse camp targets,
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AVEE.SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & IT

Observation/Rscammendations: Major Lanaers, the Brigade ALO, infore
®ed the Brigade that the 20mm cannon is an integral part of the aircraft and is
necessary for the fightert!s defense, in addition to its employsent azainst targ=is
of ovportunity., It was further fslt by the ALO, and agreed upon by the CG, that
there would bs no avpreciable increase in ordnance carriad by fighters if the 20mm
gsannon were replaced by other ordnance.

Itex: Mighty Mite

Discussion: T:.: 2/503d Infantry discovered that the Mighty Mite had
wroved to be inadequate for disvensing CS gas when a unit was in contact on G ‘pril
J967. LIC Sigholts reccmmended greater use of the (S disoenser mounted on rocket
pods of gunships or to imvrovise a system similar to the "MAD* Bomber for accurate
placement of CS .when required.

Observation/Recamendation: General Deane informed the Brigade Aviae
tion Officer to train our pilots in the MAD Bamber technique, He further stated that
CS should be distributed from Rocket pods and fuzed bags made of plastic. The fusges
nay got dsmp and wonld require frequent refills, General Deane further questionmed
the Brigade surgson concerning the effects of CS on our wounded, esvecially tlicbe

with head and chest wounds, The Brigade Surgzeon informed the CG that it could have
serions effects,

Item: Comzand and Liaison Aircraft

Discussion: The 2/503d Infantry recammended that the Battalion Com-
manders be provided the rewer command and liaison ships during extractioa operations.

The requirement to be filled is tha® the helicopters be eaquivped with coisoles rather
than the PRC=25 radio,

Observations/Recommendations: General Deane directed the Brizade Cammo
Officer to cet a status or consoles by type and capabilities available to the 1734
Alrborne Brigade (Separate), If there are deficiencies or several differént types
of consoles, General Deans will contact Generel Terry, (Commander, 1st Signal Bde),
to alleviats the nroblem,

Item: TUse of Napala

Discussion: It was recommended that more napalm be employed in the
Mr Force preparaticn of LZ's and that it be rlaced on the edss of the L2, The
2/502d Infantry noted that the large amcunt of artillsry and Air preparacion on
LZ ROEERT on 9 April was not successful in destroying prepared VC positioms,

Obsorvations/Recammendations: Major Landers, The Bde ALO, stated that
the heavy cancpy surrounding variocus LZ!'s broke up the effect of napalm and i~hibited
its desired placement. Ve further stated that the turning which might result after
an extensive napalm strike could cornceivably interfere with helicopter lendings.

Jtem: Placenent of Bambs

Discussion: Colomel McQuarry informed all present at the briefing that

if the bambe are placed effectively, through proper pisnning, the ultimate mission
could be accomplished, ’
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CONFIBENTIAL

AVEE-SC. 15 Jume 1967
SUBJECT: Combat (perations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I% IT

Observation/Recommendations: The lesson learned is 4o plan IZ
preperations carefully, and in advance. It is essential that the desirad comtact
area be known bafore the Air Porce is on station, General Deans stated that there
was nc knowledge of the bunkers on LZ ROERT, therefore, it was belisved that Alr
and Artiliery preparation would os sufficient, The omly trvly effective weadom
agzainst bunkers of this type is the 8% howitssr, The responsibility for prepara-
tions rests with the Battalion commanders and they must consult the FAU'e o be
effective, Proparations must be diasrssmed and the Alr Fcrce notified well in ad-
vance to insure that the desired ordnance is received,

Ttem: Chain Sawe

Di: cussion: The 2/503d4 Infantry recommended that all chiin saws oe re-
placed by one coemon brand of ssr, This will facilitate maintenance of the sams and
establishment ~f PlLis,

Observ:tions/Reconmendations: The Sroport Battdlion stated that better
maintenance arnd sttention to maintenance at ail levals could solve the problem., The
CG instructed the Supp.~t Battalion Commandsr to havs classes ccnducted om the maine
tenance of chalr saws,

(2) ith Battalion; 5034 Infantry

Ttem: Use =7 Swoks

Discassion: The */503d Infantry ioun? it diffienlt to use smoke teo
mark targets when the units are in close contact. Colonel Jackisy siztad thai the
Ath Battalion had gotten ¥-i6 smoie streamers of all colors to inclnde red for mare
king the enemy. General Deany cantioned abort using red smoke in dense Jungls areas.
Gunships have been drilled on hitting an area covered by red smcke, Ia these demsély
f-15ated areas; there is a possibility of gunships deliverirg fire in an uasafe pro-
zimity to {frisnd’y troops.

Obeervation: General Deans ianstructed the Rrigade Avistiom Officer
to have all pilots practice thresing ssoks from high sltitudes sccurately. N
cantioned personnel in C & L shins about going too close to throw smoke, This i9
an umnecessary risk of both lives and equipaent,

Ttem: N-79 Efficiency Asainst Bunkers

Discussion: The K-79 grepads h:s rroven in recemt operetiors to be
inefficiert in the destruction of Viet Cong f-rtiffed dositions, Therefore, the
Ath Battalion now has HEAT rifle grenades and thess will be emnloywd om subsecusmt
opsrations,

(bssrvation/Recommendationa: Coionel Gead warned that with the rainy
season aoproaching, units will have to rotate their K-72 (LANS) more often and even
then will find a2 larze percentage of duds,

Ttew: Use of Napelm

Discussion: LTC Jackley was not in favor of using nemxia in 1Z mre-
parations because of the darzer to ammmition in the firs support bise,
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VT30 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY I & II

Observation: LTC Jackely recommended that napaim he used only cu Air
Cap unl2us the canopy was open over the target area and if the target is well de
fined,

Item: Direct Fire ~ Bes¢hive Rounds

Discussion: Direct fire weavcis witli the Teshive round were planned
during this operation, however, thoy were not required.

Observation: The Bsehive round will continue to be planned on iuture
operatiors,

Item: Instant Landing Zone Teaas

Discussion: LTC Jacksly was highly pleased with the lst Infuntry
Division®s Tnstant Landirg Zoze Team,

Jbservation/Rscommendation: It was reccomended that the 1734 Engineers
train a similar team for use on subsaquent Brigade operations,

Items Dustoff Hets

Discusaion: LTC Jackley feels that it is much simpler to clear the
Battalion Admin/Tntell net than the Command net for communication with Medieal
Evacuation helicovters,

Item: Extraction of Lister Bags

Discussion: 1he 4/503d Infantry employed lister bags on JUNCTION CITY
II ‘o preclude extraction of water cans at an inconvient time, The water was deli-
vered in csns and poured into lister baes, The cans were then set out and collec-
ted the same d:y,

Observation/Recommendation: This procedure was gquite helpful in sveed-
ing up the extraction of the Battalion on the foildwing morning, General Dsane ad-
vined that this procedure hecoms standard practice, The only problem encountered was
the acquiring of lister bags in safficient quantity,

Item: Miscalculated Artillery

Discussion: On three cccasions, elements of the Battalion were hit by
friendly artillery or mortar rounds, The problem was not due to long or short rounds
but to a lack of FO's knowledge of the probable error box,

(bservation: The FO's failed to realige that the probable error box
allowed thal a certain percentage of rounds were going to fall short, I0's must be
thoroughly oriented to avoid friendly casualties due to misplaced artillery support.

(3) 1st Battalion, 503& Infantry

Ttem: Coord.ination for Perimeter Defense

Discussion: LTC Ssche stated that careful coordination was required
for perimeter defense when two Battalions wers geing into the same LZ,
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AVEE.SC 15 June 1947
SUBJFCT: Como..t Operations Afier Action Report o Operation JUNCTION CITY I & IT

Obseyvations/Recamandations: ITC Sachs conisidered the major problem
encountered in thls typa of cperation to be with the light organics, The perimeter
and fire plans must be fully coordinated, There is ¢ vary strons possibility that
with two battalions on the same LZ, there may be & blank in the defensire fires,

Item: Night Navigation

Discuasions Night navigation &nd wrevaration for night moves proved
to be a problem as shovn in two instances as notad belows

Incident 1 ~ The Recon Platoon of the 1/503d Infantry was engaged on
2 BDA nission which ran into the hnurs of darkness, forcing them to remain out overw
night, In preparing ancther unit to move cai to mest them, it took three hcurs, LTC
Sachs stated that a reaction force should be able to move out irmediately, If their
aid isn't needed; they can he halted enroute to the linkup,

Incident 2 = During ti'e courss of a long move, A/1/503¢ Tnfantry came
ascross a large base camp, The infartrymen woixed the area over well and returned
to the camp site ines next morning, Upon their return, they went into an area that
had not been hit, The platoon leader let L pacple fan out too far resulting in 2
dead and 1 wounded, 7This is an excellent exsmple of a small viiit losing control,

Observations/Recommendations: It was noted that in both cases at night
the 1/503d Infantry had found that {lares were excellent for night navigation, The
artillery flares could not be continued bezause of the small basic load, After using
all the flares, the flare ship "SPOCKY" wss employed with outstanding resuits, Another
tyve navigational aid was the firing of 8lwm mortars on the flanks of the moving
ground troops. The employment of this type of fire kevt Alpha Company on a straight
line for 3,000 meters, The mortar rounds were fired on the flanks, rather than the
front to avoid the possibility of rounds falling short on the lead element,

(4) 34 Rettalion, 319th Artillery

Item: Coordination of Perimeter Lefense

Discussion: Major Bruemmer stated that in the reconnalssance and selec-
tion of vosition areas, close coordination had to be made with the unit providing
perimster defendge,

Observation: If coordination is not effected; it may cause one or both
units to have to alter the location of the pcaition area, Major Bruemmer siressed
the need for coordination between infantry and artillery elements, especially when
direct fire weapons are being employed.

Ttem: Unfuzed Ammnition and Varied Lots

Discussion: The Artille=y Battalion emphasized the nead for fuzed amme
nition and large lcts, It was noted that a battery may have as many ax 20 different
lots, Al lots have diffarent ballistic characteristics,

Observations/Recommendations: The Support Battalion Conmander stated
that LONG BINH was clearing out their many different lots at this time. The Support
Battalion Commander stated that they wanted the Brigade Artillery Batterias to fire
up the mmall lots during H & I Zire, The problem with unfuzed ammunition will cone
tinue because it happens to be available, LTC Druke stated that of the two problems
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SUBJECT: Combati Operations After Action "wport = Operstion JUNCTIUN CITY I & II

the prcblem of having numerous lous ir the mwst drrzerous, Ceneral Deane instructed
that a lettsr be drafted concerning this matter. The letter should ~ontair figurss
roflecting how many rounds were firus® 2n a 4 mowth pericd; and of which, how many
were unfused,

(5} *Ev Troup, }7tt Cavalzy

Ttem: Heiticoptsr Sappuit

Discussion: Owing to a lack of sufficient helicopters, the Long Range
Raconnaissance Patrols of thy Cavalixy Troop could not be euployed effectively,

Obsarvation: It is recommended that more helicopters be placed at the
disposal of LRRF7s, thereby increasing the effactivensss of this intelligance finding
unit,

ltem: Placement of 105mm Howitzeys

Discussion: Major Sutton recomsended that the Brigade CP Le kept in
range of 105mm Howitegers,

Obsarvation: If thesa artillery pleces are vlaced out of range of the
CP, patrols issuing from the CP are limited.

Jtem: Coordination of Perimeter Defense

Discussion: The situation at MINH THANH during Operation JUNCTION CITY
II would have been bad for the maneuvering of a reaction force, due to the large num-
ber of tents in the area,

Observation: It was recommended that the HQ Commandant and commander of
the perimster coordinate the immer and outer perimeters, The HQ Commandant should be
responsible for the inner perimeter and the perimeter commander responsible for the
outer perimster,

Jtem: Control of Serial Marches

Discussiuvn: Serial commanders and march unit commanders sfiould exercise
extreme care in keeping their speeds and proper distance for gocd convoy conmtrol.

Ooservation: To allow the least possible amount of vulnerability du~
ring serial movement, strict convoy control is essential,

(6) Company D, 16th Armor

Jten: Digging in of Armored Personnel Corriers

Discussion: It was recaommended that when bulldozers are available, that
APG!'> be dug into the earth,

Cuservation: The digging in of APC's will provide bettor grazing fires,
in addition to an increase of both crew and vehicle protection.

Ttem: Maintenance Capability During Marches
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AVED. 50 15 June 1967
JURJECT: Combat Operavions After Acticn Report - Operation JUNCTTON CITY I & II

Miscussion: It was recamended that each march univ have a malntenance
cavability of its own, This capability would aid the trail party and speed up tho
entire convoy.

Observation: The 53 was inrtructed to include this mzintenance cepa-
bility in coordinating instwuctions for future operations,

(7) 3734 Support Battalion

Jtem: Roanpply Aircraft

Disoussion: The C~123 aircraft was discusued as a problem for carrying
cargo due to the limited tonnage capability and the inability of ths zircraft to be
loaded with outsize cargo.

Discussion: The Support Battalion Commander raflected that there was
a problem with loading aircraft with explosives. The problem was due to Air Force
regulaticna on non-¢capatible muniticns.

(bservation/Recommendations: It is recommended that compatibility of
sunitions regulaiions be walvered in combat support operations, General Deans direc~
tod that someone with exper-ience in the handling of explosivea draft up a letier con.
cerning the inherent dangers of the varicus explosives,

Ttem: Night Dustoff

Discussion: There has been a problem with the summoning of Dustoff
ships during the hours of darkness for versonnel who wers not seriously injured,
that is, not requiring ismediate evacuation,

Observation: It was recommended that the Surgeon be nctified end try
to ascertain the condition of the wounded man, General Deane pointed out that a
platoon engaged in a night maneuver could not adecuately determiie the sariousness
of a wound.

Item: Imorcper Maintenance

Discussion: There has been an increase in the problea of items being
turned in as "unserviceable” when in actuality the problem lay in inproper maintenance
or inproper cleanirg on the vart of the overator,

Observation: General Deane directed that figures be kept on the units
for improper maintsnance and the turning in of items as unserviceable when in fact
the problem lies in operator maintenance,

(8) signal
Ttem: Radio Squelch Position

Discussion: The Brigade Signal Officar stated that all radios shonld
operate: in the old squelch position, however, difficulties in cammunication are
often encountered,

Observation/Recammendation: If communications are not good in the old
squelch position, radios should be switched to operate in the "CLD OFF® position,
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AVBE-SC 15 June 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - Operation JUNCTION CITY

Item: Preparation of Messages

Discussion: Major Moulton advised that there were a rumber of verson-
iel who were act prepared to give their message before contacting another statien,

Obgervation: It is recommended thet messages be organized prior to the
beginning of the transmission,

Jtem: Communication Sscurity

Discussioa: It is imperative that all classified information and messages
be trznsmitted with the most extreme sscurity measures,

Observation: The utilization of codes is now being taken under considera-
tion.

(9) Engineers
Item: Handling of Demolitions

Discussion: Major Rsudebaugh stated that in -esuvply of demolitions,
axvlosive items wers received in the same container with detonation cords and blas-
ting caps, This is a dangerous practice and he warned against it,

Observation: It is recomended that all personnel concerned listen to
the advise of the denolition spscialist to insure the safsty of the troops.

Item: Demolitions Mace Availabls Fcr Infantrymen

Discussion: Often while on search and destroy operations, infantrymen

do not have sufficient demolitions to destroy enemy installations and turmel complexes
they encounter,

Observation: The Brigade Engineer recommended that the Infantry Batta-
lions make it SOP for each infintryman to carry a 2%-pound block of demolitions, This
would provide sufficient demolitions to destroy base camps and tummsl complexes while

condueting S & D operations,
o, %%\s@

E, B. ROBERSON
CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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Alrborne Operation {JUNCIION CIIX)

1, Overa ion JUNCTION CITY ALTERNATE was a multi-unit operation involving
the 25tk Infantry Division, 1st Infantry Division, 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate)
and the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment minus one squadron, The purpose of the ope-
ration was the destruction of COSVN and VC/NVA forces and installations in western
WAR ZCNE BC" (northern TAY NINH PROVINCE), D - Day for the operation was 22 Febru-
ary 1967. Ths 173d Airborne Biigade (Separate) was placed under the operational
control of the 1lst Infantry Division for the operation,

2, Initial ccordination with the lst Infantry Division was .zade on 8 February
1647, A joint reconnmaissance was made of the 173d's provosed Area of Operations,
tentative missions were outlined and airlift (helicopter) requirements vere discuesed,
A suitable drop zone was noted during this initial reconnaissance., Based upon the
initial coordination and reconnaissance, the 1734 Airborne Brigade 53 provosed to
the Cormanding General that consideration be given to conducting an Airborne Assault,

3, The requirement for helicopter 1ift on D - Day was gubstantial, The 1st
Infantry Division had five infantry battalions to put ‘in by air assault and the 173d
had three infantry battalions, In addition to the requirement for UH-1D helicopters,
there was a tremendous requirement for CH-47 1ift for positioning artillery, command
posts and resuoply, Recognizing that an Airborne Assault would result in a consider-
able savings in helicopter 1lift, the 173d Airborne Brigade S2 presemted to the Comman~
ding General an Airmovement Comparison Study (Incl 2) based on a Battalion Task Torce
size jump, The results of the study showed a saving of sixty (60) UH-1D helicopters
for a period of 2 hours and 30 mimtes and six (6) CH-i7 helicopters for a period of
3 hours and 30 mimtes. The study had a major impact on the decision to continue
planning for the Airborre Assanlt.

Lo A eritical point in the development of the Airborne Assault Plan was action
requ.red to prevent camprarise of the Drop Zone. The Brigade had earlier planned for
an Airborne Operation which later had to be cancelled because of possible compromise
of the Drop Zone, Action taken to prevent compromise in the opsration under discvs-
sion included:

a. The decision to proceed with the airborne plan was known initially by
only the Coemanding General, Deputy BrigaZe Commander, Brigade S3 and S5 Plans Offi-
cer, Additional Staff Officers were brisfed on the overativn as the planning yro-
gressad,

b, It was felt necessary that a cover nlan involviug anocther D? located
outside the planned area of oparations be used for planning purvoses. The cover
plan developed was based on a mission assigned to the 1lst Infantry Division by
Headquarters, II FFORCEV to sscure a CIDG and airfield construction site during
Phase II of the opsration at a point where ROUTE 246 crosses the SAIGON River (XT
624815), In conjunction with division, it was asgreed that their initial order for
JUNCTIOR CITY would bive the 173d Airborne Brigade a mission requiring an Airborne
Assault with a Battalion Task Force into a DZ at SROC CON TRANG (XT 565855 = See
Aerizl Photograph, Incl 7). This was the nearest DZ available to the promosed CING
camp, The Brigade mission to ths Trsk Force required the establisiment of a Fire
Support Base with ons artillery battery at SROC CON TRANZ and then an attack over-
land to seize and secure the site of the proposed camp, This mission was written
into the initisl operation orders of both the 1st Division. and the 173d Airborne
Brigade, Headquarters YI FFORCEV was advised of the cover plan prior to comple-
ting the detailed planning,

¢. Knowledge of ths trus assanit objective was limited initially to the

four individuals noted above, A1l staff ssctions were briefed on the cover rian
znd proceeded with detailed planning for the Airborns Assanlt at SROC CCN TRAKG.

Inclosure 1
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The staff sections were not given the truz objective until the latest possible tiuwe
ani then only thome staff officers whose activivies were definitely affected by the
exact DZ were rea’ intc ths plan, The Si for example wa3 brought into the pian on

about 12 February, but the Signal Officer was informed of the exact DZ only two days
prior to D ~ Day,

d. The true plan for the Airborne Assault Phase of t'.e operation was aot
published until late the night of 20 February and was not distrituted to the units
until 211900 hours February, the evening before D - Dagy, The Task Force Commander
(LTC Sigholtz) briefed the troops on the operation the aftermoon of the 21st, and
then sealed his battalicrn area so word of the operation could not be passed to other
troons or indiganous parsonnel

e, The cover plan was used for all initial planning and coordination with
the Adr Force, The Air Force received their final briefing from the Brigade 53 on
20 February and at that time were given all vertinent information on the actual DZ,
This procedure can work very well nrovided that the actual D7 and cover DZ are
approximately the same size. The Air Force can then accomvlish their olenning

based on the cover DZ and will require only adjustment in flight route, check poiris
and IP's for the actual DZ,

5., The 173d Airborne Brigade!s mission - « Day was {0 block enemy escare
routes along HIGHWAY ; between coordinates XT 3524886 and coordinates XT 307946, It
was determined that this would require two battalions, An additional battalion would
be required to secure a Fire Support Base within the A0 from which the airmobile
assaunlts and subsecuent overations could be supported, This mission was assigned
to the Airborne Tasik Force in the actual plan, The Airborne Assault vermitted ravid
seizure of the Fire Support Base, and the intreduction of the Brigade Command Post
and a battery of artillery, In addition, it fread helicopters for movement of other
forces as outlined earlier,

6. Aircraft requirements for the drop were thi Aeen (13) C-130's for personnel,
eight (8) C-130's for heavy druo and two (2) C-13M™"'s for CDS, The technioque of drop
was as follows:

ipreraft ip Lrail < 10 second irlerval
Jump Fltitude - 1000 feeot
Two passes - 15 man v 1cks
Turn around ti-4 = 6 nimtes
Heavy d-up altitude = 1500 fest <~
€™ arcp a2ltitude - 400 foet

Timinc of the drop was as follows:
TAC Air prevaration - 07il - 0855 hours
Parscuin’ arop = 0900 = 0910 hours
Heavy Drop -~ 0925 hours
€IS = 0930

2
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7. A Combat Control Team was not used for the mersormel drcp. A PAC marked
the IP with rockets and the lead men in t... first stick then threw smcke marking
their impact point so the aireraft could adjust if recessary for the sscond pass,
This procedure worked very well, The CCT jumped in the secord pass and were used
for control of the hsavy drop and resupply drops that contimued the day, It shomld
be kept in mird that if a CCT is used, they have to be put in at least 20 mimtes
prior to drop time, Putting them in ahsad of ihe drop could alert the enemy and
give him tine to react and close on the DZ, In stances where the DZ is clearly
defined and there is little likelihood ov dropping in the wrong place, it is felt
that there is no requirsment for a2 CCT to go in ahead of the personuel jump.

8, In Ineloawes 2 i a summary of the peculiariiies and technical aspecte of

detailed planning involved in an airborne operatians., This Inclosure can be used
as 2 guide in plaming future Airborne Operations,
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ATRMOVEMENT COMPARISON STUDY

1., Problem: To determine the practicality of making an airborne assaunit with
a battalion sire task force as opposid to making an airmobile assanlt using UH.1D
and CH-47 helicopters.

2., Assmotions:

a, That sixty (60) UH=1D and six (6) CH~47 helicopters would be available
to suonort an airmobile assanlt.

b, That the staxing area for the 173d Afrborne Brigade would be QUAN LOX
and ths assanlt area at the vicinity of KATIM (distance of 50 kilometers).

c¢. That an airborne assanlt force would consist of an infantry battalion
reinforced, an artillery battery and elements of the Brigzade Headquarters,

3. Discussiom:
a., Organization of Airborne Assault Force:
(1) Persomnel:
InfBn - 510

Engr Sod - 10

MPSd - 8

N - 4

Sig Sec - 12

Bao By - 13

TOTAL -%
(2) Equipment:

Arty Bn

1 « 1/k=ton truck w/trir
6 ~ X-102 Fowitzers
2 « 3/i~ton trucks

Bde Ho

1 - 1/h=ton truckew/irlr
3 - Y/4<ton trucks

b, Aireraft recuirements to comduct an airborne assanlt with the task
force oatlined in peragraph 3a above would be 13 C-130's for verscmnel amd 10 C-130's
for heavy drgp of equimment, R is envisioned that a oortion of the heavy drop air-
craft wonld be utilized for a second drop of tulk supnlies to suoport the eantire bri-
gade operaticn, A minimm of %wo days would be required for rigging of heavy drop
ecuipsent and bulk supplies,
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e¢. The introduction of the same task force into the operatiomal area
using UR-1D: =2 €il-47's based on the assmntions made in veragrach 2 would recuire
105 UR-1D scorties and 22 CH-47 sortiss, The UH-1D's would recuire 1 hour amd 30
mimtes to get the force into the area pius an additional 1 heur for refueling,
The CH=47 1ift could be completed in an estimated time of 3 hours aod 30 ulintes,

L. Conclusioms:

a, An airborne assault would result in freeiag sixty (60) UH.1D's for a
period of 2 hours and 3C minutes for suoport of additional forees,

b, As airborne aszanlt wocld result in freeing six (6) CH-&7's for a psriod
o 2 hours and 3C mimutes for =uppsri of other forces.

5. Becommencation: Recamaend that an airborne assanlt be conducted with a

task force as ootlined in paragraph 3 above and the helicopter rescurccs be used

to move additioral forces into the cbjective ares immediately following the airborne
assmlt,
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SUMMARY OF PECULIARITIES AND TECHNICAL ASPECTS

OF _PLANNINC AIRBORNE OPERATTONS

1, General: Planning for airborne operations bezins with the xeiection of an .
objective area, This area may be selected by ..igher headquarters and 3.vected as an
assanlt objective, or as was the case on Operation JUNCTION CITY, the objective moy
be selected by the commander of the force to be emnloyed, Once the obiective is
detormined, the olanning seaquence used is what is commonly referred to as the Reserve
Planning Sequence, It begins with a visualigation of overations in the objective
area (Ground Tactical Plan). Next to be considered is the ILanding Plan. The Landing
Plan is followed by the Air Movsrent Plan and Marshalling Plan,

8. Grourd Tactical Plan: The Ground Tacticzl Plan includes the assigrment
of objectises and missions to subordinate units, task orsanization, unit boundarieg
and provision for a reserve, A specific ground tactical plan will. demend uvon the
forces available and specific objectives and missions, In the cace of a one batta-
lion task force operation, such as JUNCTION CITY, 4he Task Force Commander develops
the Ground Tactical Plan baszed uvun the mission assigned by Brigade,

b, Landing Plan: The landing Plan includes the senuence, time and method
of delivery of troops and material necessary to suonort the scheme of maneuver, the
plan may include any combination of Parachute Assault, air land (AF aircraft) or
airmobile (Army Aviation) mowement into the cbjective area., In vlanning Intra-
Theater Airborne Operations, consideration should aiways be given to uss of airmo-
bile assaults in conjunction with Airborne Assaults and to use airmobile forces as
a reserve,

¢, Alir Movement Plan: The Air Movement Plan involves preparation of Alr
Loading Tables (prepared by Army), selaction of loading sites and flight routes
(prepared by the troop carrier) from the departure airfield., If move than one unit
is involved, an Air Movement Table must be prepared, In manifesting aircraft loads
the key is to cross load personnel so that the men exit the aireraft in the area of
the Drop Zone that correspords to his initial assembly area, ther y permitting
quicker assembly and less movement on the part of the individuals to reach their
assembly areas, If a brigade size operation is planned, then the brigade must block
out a mmber of aircraft for each unit and establish the priority or order of aire
craft manifesting is the responsibility of each specific unit,

d. Marshalling Plan: The Marshalling Plan involves movement to temworary
camps, (17 required) movemeut. to loading sites, #nd loading of persomnel and heavy
equipment, The S prepares the Marshalling Flan,

2. Since Airborne Operations are "joint operations" a Juint Flamming Conference
is required early in the planning, The purposs of this conference is to arrite at
camplete agreement and firm decisions on the verious aspects of the overation, The
decisions arrived at become the basis uvon which toth the Army tactical unit comman-
der and the troop carrier unit commander wublish their orders, The S3 should be
prepared to vresent the following information at the Joint Plamming Conference.

a, MNmber of versonnel to jump,

b, Amount and type of heavy ecuioment to be dronved,

¢, MNumber of CDS loads to be drovped if any,

d, Orop Zone location, vinvointed on four corners by six<digit ccordinates,
Also, the location of the desired impact woint (IP) for both personnel and heavy eouip-

ment. Asrial vhotographs of the Drop Zone should be considered a must for olanning
and coordination of thess voints,
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CONF IBENTIAL




Fvg o =TT prEeToTEeTTT T LT T STy T N T I ezl e e T R T o I Qe T Trr e raeTmey

CONFIDENTIAL

e, Desiril jump ai*ituds an? size of sticks, These two points along with
the sircraft formation are normally debatacle as the Air Force will have their views
also, The Air Force will provide necessary information on turn-around times and
flight times to the objsctive srea.

f. The Air Force will want {5 know what type weather delays asre desired and
a rencdezvcus point must be agreed uvon where the Army Commandsr and Troop 1ift Comman-
der can meet, early on D - Day to make a joint waatler decision,

g, A code word to bs used in the event of a no-jhumr situaticn or for recall
of the sircraft musy oce =stablisied,

h, fadio callsigns sad irtquencies mst te exchanged and should include
VHF and UHZ,

i, On Operation JUNCTION CITY, a TAC Air preparation of ono hour and 4§
ninutes was used, In addition, helicopter gunships were used to escort the troop
carriers on the last 5 mimutes to the DZ and they remained in the area during the
early stazes of the assembly,

Jo A time lcr the Joint Load Inspection conducted by a Brigade representa-
tive and USAF repretentative mmst be e&suallished,

k, The Alr Force will proviie the time that the airecraft will be available
for loading, station tire, take off time, flight time, and aircraft parking plen.

1, If a FAC is used to mark the Drop Zone, the color smoke used and its
meaning must bs agreed upon during the planning conference, On this point, the FAC
can use his WP rockets very effectively for marking the IP on the DZ,

3. The employment of airborne forces is normslly visualiged as an Inter~Thoater
Operation aimed at achieving stratesic survrise and positioning forces in strategic
areas whers other means of vositioning cannot be used. Coniideration should be given
to the emplovment of airborne forces in Intra-Theater operztizns whenever significant
advantage in tacticai surprise can be gained by the sudden, undetected, mass delivery
of troops, Although parachute delivery of troops and ecuimment is a relatively ine-
fficient method of introduction, the combat envirament of the Vietram Theater often
lends itself to this type employment, The shifting of cperations from one location
to another about the country requires considerable air movement and positioning of
forces bafore operations can begin, When mltiple units are involved in overations,
there is always a gresater demand for helicopter 1ift than there are helicopters to
provide support. Often a significant advantage can be gained introdueing airborne
forces directly into an operation. Intra-Theater employment of airborne forces can
be particularly advantsgeous when employed in conjunction with other forces,
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RESUME OF COMBAT PARACHUT. ASSAULT

The foliowing comments are a resume of the planniig and organization for the
Cambat Parachute Assanlt conducted on 22 February 1967,

All planning was oriented tc support the ground %actical plan, The ground
tactical plan was designsd to ascomplish the Task Force's basic assigned mission
of security for the 173& Airborne Brigade's CP, Brigade Fire Support Fase and the
neavy drop zone, The Commanders plan was to be executed in three (3) phases,
Phase I - Three (3) :.7le caomvanies after landing on the DZ would move to the edges
of the DZ and estsblish sscurity and orevent the enemy from vlacing observed fire
or *ns D7, Each company wao given avproximstely one-third of the area te secure,
for nrample, Company A wo.l3 sscure the north edge and one-half of the northeast
vortion of the DZ, Commany ¥ weuld secure the southwestern ond and portisns of the
north and southeastern sides, (oerany C would secure one-half of the northesstern
end and the major’ty of the savthesstern side, Rscon Platoon would be the T¥ roserve,
Phase IT - the rifle companies, which were now assembled by virtue of the loading
plan (explained belcw), and the «ssembly vlan contract the perimeter to secure the
heavy drop zone (HDZ), This was reascnable when the size of the persomrsl DZ (1000!
= 6000%) and the HDZ (500" x 1200') are compared, Each rifle company retained its
relative pvosition with ths adjacent rifle camvanies. Phase III - also inclnded a
contraction of the perimeter, The basic requirement during this phase was to secure
the Brigade CP and the Fire Suvport Basi, Each of the three vhases were exccuted on
D-Day, OnD+ 1 thru D + 6, the battalion would expand the perimeter at 0830 hours
to secure the HDZ {Phase II) and at appraxiwataly 1700 hours, the perimeter would
contract to execute Phase III,

To support the ground tactical plan, the entire Task Force was cross loaded aboard
13 C~130 aircraft with 60 passengers in each, = a total force of 780 combat troops.
On the majurity of the aircrait, each rifle compeny was given 10 spaces and the remain-
der were given to i4C/2/503d Infantrr, Alpha Batts~y, 3/319th Artiilery and support
element: from the 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate).

The first priority was to get as many infantry on 4ae zround as soon as possible,
This had to te considered becanse although the DZ had a flight lencth of zoproximately
26 seconds, two passes would be required to deliver all of the personnel in the Task
Force, Company B was given the first five anaces by sach door, Company A was given
the next 10 spaces for the left door, and Ccevany C was ¢iv:n the next 10 spaces for
the right door, This was just the basic start of cross :os:ing which would place the
persomnal from the rifle comoamies on the DZ in the area vner wonld secure, The de-
tail cross loading wes accomplisted by the rifle ccavany cow anders when they filled
their allotted spaces on each aireraft with nersomel from each platoon, This tech-
nicue permitted the members of a platoon to 21l iand in close mraximity to each other
becanse they all had occupied the same relative position on different aircraft,

On 21 Pebruary, the Battalion Si4 drew all air items that wsre recuired for the
parachute assault, On the afternoon of the 2lst, the entire Task Force was assembled
and briefed bv the Task Force Commander, Jumpmasters assembled ihweir chalks amd
issued shoe tars to 2ach soldier; because of the technioue of det::led cross loadine,
it was felt that the regular manifest would not work at ihis vhase and was made an
item of record at company level with copies forwarded to the Batta:ton S1., The shoe
tag, which was filled out to contain the same information as a mani. ‘sst, contained
four parts, The fourth part was given to the jmmmaster, the first part wes tied
to the kit bag with parts two and three intact, The jumpmaster then moved their
persoanel to the air item issue point lorsted at the Battalion S4 Office, After all
3ir items were urawn; all equipment was nacked in the aporopriate container and para-
chutes wers fitted end checked, All equipment was then stored in prescribe buildings
tc ts gusrded during tre night, Jumpmasters then conducted their detail triering
which was outlined for them that morning. Their briefing included such thirgs as
PLFts (Parachute Landing Falls) and emergency landing techniques.
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On 22 Februay, vehicles airived in the marshalling area (Camp Zinn) where the
entirs Task Force had svert tha night of 21 February, The trucks moved to the storace
areas and juepmasters &5 sexbied ‘helr chalks, A1l ecuipment was secured and th3 per-
sonnel loaded by chzlks tou dspari for the eirfield,

The ordsr of march was not in numerical segnance ut in accordance %o the 2ir-
sraft parking plan, A1 aircraft were —ositioneld prior to the arrival of the Task
Torce at the dsvarture eir’izld., Upon srrivel, each chalk lcad was met by a guide

guides carried a mmbered sign which wss the ss=e as the chalk mmber) who led
that chalk to the smwaitine =zircraft,

The soldier= o’f~lozded from the trucks and moved slong ths sidrs of their
cnalk, The distancs %ravelad by each soldier did nct excesd 100 feet and was much
ies: in most cases, This grocedure was aesigned to conserve the ensrcy of the soldier,
szve time, and reduce the distance the soldiers would have o walk with their eguip-
zen and PAE bags when ioading the alreraft,

The aircraft began departing at 220825H February., The first ca- imped at O500E
with the last at 0910H, Assambly problems were reduced primarily becauae of two
things: cross lcading and the initial requirement to move ranidly o 4hs flanks of
+he DZ,

The normal control mecasures wars used such as assembly areas (Duriing Thase IT,
smors and colored balioons, Initially, smoke was thrown tc zive direction to iloee
soldiers who may have became disoriented during descent., During Phase II, it was
thrown ip the unit assembly areas. Balloons were al:o flown at this time.

In conclusion; the effectivensss c< this perachute zssault was dve in large
to tne results of lsssons learned durinz the two practice varachute imvs exscuted

in October and November 1955, The soldi<rs were well trainad. They had been in come
bat and zew what to exvect, but more imvortant, they did what was exmected of them,

2

CONF IDENTIAL




L L

¥
s
2
i

. hesT TR

=W T TR VR GEREAS TRTTCSS S T T A XT

CONF IDENTIAL

POSTER OF PEPSONREL PAYTICIPATING IN COMBAT ASSAULT

122

Listed below are the individual participants of the Combat Parnchute Asssnlt

of 22 February 1967,

This listed is broken down iuto twe separate groups: key

parsormel and cother soldiers conducting the Jummp. R has not been the intent to
altg:rt the value of any une psrson's participation, dot rather Lo zive due credit
Lo those who shared the turden in dlanning, organisation for the final execution of

this Cambat Jap.

Brigade Camancer
Brigade SGM

s3

Azt to Bde Camdr
Formerly Spt Bo Oudr

Bde Surgson

Seaior ALO

19tk TASS CP®O
Bien Hoa AFB

S3 Plans Officer
s1

S2

S

S5

Signal Officer
Provost Marshall
Nl Aviation Officer

Bde PIO

51st: Chem Det Omdr

Inclosare 5

foster of Xey Personnel

Brigade HIC
WEE/SENICE ¥R

M, John R, ér,
&2 024835

¥>sich, Rodert A
RA 16228228

Pgters, Xlwer R,
IF 059198

2iska, Jotn E,
Q@ 038284

#imma, Eimar
HC 08%39%

Burrow, denry W,
FR 26482

Crump, Roger L
Inf 088360

Bsthke, Gerald H,
INF 075927

MeCoy, George H,
mr 092496

Palmer, #Wi1lim T.
P 76488

Aderson, Jmmes L.
NP 066656

Darling, Gregory
S 099812

Friend, Bernard D,
NFC 094927

Utsman, Charles D,
INF 082373

Dixen, Allemn C. Jr.
077363

Carr, Milton B,
OICL 089804
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Asst Bde Chaplain

Asst 52

Asst S3

Bde Arty LNO

1RRP Cadr

Z/17th Cav

1724 MI Det Cmdr

Asst Bde Sig Officer

53 Air

Acting Aide de Camp

Ao

Asst Bde S5

S2 Operations SGT

83 Operations SGT

Asst Operations SGT

Si Operations SGT

Bn X0

Btry CO

CONFIDENTIAL
UTT AWE/SERVICE ax
Bde (raplain Giglisllo, Xavier Jr.

0997820

Walker, Conrad K,
05500422

Motchette, Clande R,
ARTY 086473

Clark, Paml C, Jr.
INF 3126079

Cole. Robert H,
089832

Phillivs, Alan B,
087310

Bowen,, Harry R.
05307180

¥e Cateer, Peter J,
Sig OF 101586

Ward, Pster H,
D 092977

Mogzden, Janes P,
INF OF 101621

Callaghan, James T,
FR 56232

Borle David J,
P 05236366

¥ay, William K,
A 15256759

Waye, Harold A,
RA AR193224

Astwood, Benjaxin H,
RA 13636303

Rine, Dana W,
RA 13255002

BeS Btry 3/319th

Mountel, Robert
OF 105495

Nordin, William
059137

A/3/319th Arty

Anderson, Charles C. &=,

2
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cPY

cPr

cP?

uSG B8

HSG 28

SFC E7

MG B8

MAJ
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Pe CD Sigholts, Redert H,
08761,

Pe 10 ¥stton, Hemy
072131

SaM Prof2itt, Zdwerd A,
RA 1425980

S3 Millips, Zom
291252
s1 Jursiie; Joseth: S,
05320076

32 ¥ill oughd;, Lsurence
05320558

3 Capeny CO Learney,schn P,
05009613

Asst S3 Baty, Robert
OF 1047565

Infantry
0 Caros, Bdwin H, J, .z,
098628

o

16T Pigion, Loais 7,
BA 11283706

It Ly Owsms, John J,
05-327-102

1t Iar Pamerton, irthur E,
05-326884

Pit 1ar Zsus, Palmsr K,
05329639

P1t Idr Cileary, Partholmiew
0532989

B/2/5034 Infatry

co Xaplan, Kecmeth
086347

1sGT Lewis, Domald L,
RA 20377T7A

Pit Idr Mitehell, Robert
05713470
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nt Ldr Fox, Rotert C, e
OF 105953

nt L Tosdham, Dorald P, ur
65 325404

e Idr %eGill, ¥illiam ¥, e
05325134

s Lar Cullen, Kenmeth A, 212
02321802

c/2/5034 Infant:y

¢o Caraey, Thamas P, crr
098627

1sGT Devis, Zdeard 7, Jr 15T B8
R 1227521

1t Lar Oxyer, Albeet X, i
05020511

P1t Ldr Pal, Alfred J. wr
05329250

Pt L& Tallaham, Weldors A, Jr. pifg
ar 105132

it Ldr Bollis, Joseph P, Jr phig
0532rroe

In addition to those cited adove, the following individmals were members of the
Airborns Task Yorce which axscuted the cambet 3mp ef 22 Pedeuary 1967.

HNC/2/5034 Infantry

iz GRATE = |

Fischer, Drane $SG RA 56120672
Scott. Samel scY TS 55923250
Cale, Kemnsth SP TS 55781428
Hatcher, rayten PSG BA 23175632
Gardmer, Cicero scr BA 32597691
Radmame, Broce L ] A 15835108
Shotts, Domeld . PrC US 52050706
Desaulles, Nowma: orC TS 51579611
Rocha, Richard SPL RA 18731651
Taylor, Robert W, Sry 2 33845512
Nrnette, Larry C. e § Bh 14916495
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Dockery, Willard
fughn, Cecil, R
Jaynes, Richard
McDonald, Elson D,
Byers, Terrence
Kendall, Robert
Sims, Deborah
Haggard, Roy
Beaver, Gerald
Nesse, David
Hassler, (iarald
Newland, Leslie
Durham, Clyde
Crowe, Marion
Kelley, Donald
Lumbrasoe, Andrew
Moffett, Herbert
Gantt,; Nethonie
Browa, Joe
Tipton, Doyle
Larson George
Kuitert, Garys
Tuller, John
Dee, Manfred
White, Jehue
Sanders, Donald
Cohen, Thamas
Guerra, Pedro
Meunier, Glemn W,
Maya, Jesse
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GRAIE ASN

SFC RA 24962835 :
SPL US 54364302

86T RA 51456555

PFC RA 18751516

T RA 15733378

MsG RA 54061795

sat RA 33402781

8P, US 52643395

re US 53406716

uwr 05326238

SP) US 53405578

SP), US 51546259

PFC RA 12771859

8s6 RA 52373447

8Py US 56394827 3
8Pl US 55834834

PFC RA 19874632

8P4 RA 13856729

SGT RA 14489896

SP4 RA 14857627

SF4 RA 19860902

8P RA 16829803

PFC RA 11.898563;

PPC RA 11550078

®FC US 56624570 ’
vrC RA 10820993 :
3Py, RA 19411562

SP) RA 18643888

8s6 RA 27937529
‘SP)‘ US 56379943
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Stranbersky, Robert
Jemsan, valal
Abernathy, Ronald
Castaneda, Felameno
Scarino, Augustino
Wright, Evander
Gray, Frank
Johnson, James
Rodriques, Santos
Hudson, Jack
Bove, Clarence
Holmes, J, T.
Rager, Clifford
Bonohue, Thomas
Pernandes, Gilbert
Spagrola, Charles
Detten, Willism
Warbalow, Elmer
Johnson, Robert
Roehl, Gary
Lester, Michael
Dombrowski, Larry
Mahone, Janes
Fowell, Marcus X,
Taylor, Robert
Cortes, Miguel
Pendleton, Ronald
Parker, Harold
Johnson, David
Corbitt, Alfred
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GRAIE
8P,
PFC
SPL
PIC
8Py

PrC
sar
Prc
8s8G

SPy
P,

<]
&

§33333

[<:]
E o3

P,
P,

& 449833E8

8P,
PFC
3P4

89G
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US 56379943
US 55882902
U3 55835235
RA 26249972
RA 12738988
US 53409607
RA 18693152
Us 53348224
RA 18534564
RA 19789935
RA 19845641
US 54363073
RA 18650579
RA 11824751
RA 19840009
RA 13832741
RA 18715660
RA 17737496
U3 5157552k
RA 17737500
RA 16844802
RA 16684122
RA 13643774
RA 14272096
RA 16629779
RA 18752765
RA 17701342
RA 14905644
RA U761584
RA 24635093

Kgllimige s

RSB RS R RN ERES

SE

AL,




Favy T AR Y

e v et e s o -

NAE

Nixon, Milton
Aen, Johnny
Harris, Hohn
Booker, Richard
Chass Walter
Warnic, Ben
leader, William
Morris, Robert
Dillon, Jsmes D,
Hand, James
Leibowitx, Bruce
King, Harold
Myers, Donald
Ham, William
Miller, Ira D,
Smith, Donald
Roundtree, John

Richardson, Charles

Grant, Frederick
Wallace, Raymond
Gleason, Arthur
Bowman, Edward
Howard, Robert
Wenzel, Thomas
Crews, Tim
Saigth, Gregory
Saith, William
Fisher, Alton
Harvey, Jack

Jackson, Carl

CONFIDENTIAL

GRAIE
ssG
PFC
ST
PFC
scr
PFC
PrC
PRC
8
PFC
PFC
SPL

SPL
CPT
3s¢
SP6
SF5
SP5

ir
8r5
SP4
PFC

SP,
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RA 33996263
RA 14889502
US 53407940
US 56401664
US 53401381
RA 12737240
RA 19884901
RA 11701909
RA 1448982}
RA 14967545
RA 12754748
RA 13868529
RA 16743478
RA 11482559
RA 19852570
Or 105827
RA 14505542
RA 13472514
RA 51436047
RA 16570282
RA 1271828
RA 13831707
RA 16542145
05325335

US 53400614
RA 14917604
RA 15740288
US 56408170
RA 1857385
Us 53382422
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Marts, Leroy PFC
Stickler, Rexford W, b5
Mitchell, Gerald 1sG
Griffia, David SP,
Nills, Jerome b 5
Thompson, Gary PFC
S=ith, Charles PFC
Allen, Eddie PFC
Clark, Gene PFC
Drayton, Johmny SP4
Whitehead, Curtiz SPi,
Acfalle, Jose PFC
Wilson, Janes FFC
Warner, Larry 3FC
Najera, Rishard PFC
Abrham, Thomas 1r
Carter, Timothy PyT
Hicks, Dortech PFC
Harmon, Kennstx 856G
Dineen, John PFC
Snider, Billy P¥C
Vaglio, Rafel A, 835G
Mavroudis, Stergios pity
Skorupa, Norgert D, SFC
Fitsroy, James SPh
Short, Lee SP4
Tan Wagner, Rsymond SP4
Patton, George PFC
Elders, Sylvester PrC
Lindsey, Willimm 8P4
8
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RA 17300016
05325327
RA 17224872
Ri 14922524
RA 14853390
RA 18700762
Us £3382408
RA 14895519
US 53400550
RA 18734573
US 51556808
US 50010462
US 56393252
RA 19542522
U3 56396056
OF 104583
RA 19825363
RA 14909233
RA 53309000
Us 51561987
Us 55823957
RA 2193641k
05036241
RA 35374515
RA 12725084
RA 14911492
RA 12735250
RA 32765135
US 53394272
US 56693574
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DPillard, John
Rice, Harley G,
Borba, Robert
Ha11, Albert
Lee, Luther
Chain, Willie
Guerra, Pedro
Johnson, David
Sebastion, Gerald

Solie, Terence

Anderson, Donald E,

Duncan, Dalias
Fke, Woodrow
Gregory, Ronnie
Wilson, Raymond E,
Ison, Terry
Burns, Charles W,
Harris, Greg N,
levart, Michasl
Perkins, Panl S,
Sanches, Rickie
Kelly, John
Cooper, Jackie
Rogers, Dennie
Wiseman, Larry L,
Hart, Larmon
Teufel, Thomas
Cravder, Alonso
Wilson,Terry

<
Q)
2%
n
Q)
m
)l
rl

SP5
SP,

3P4

SP4

PFC

A/2/503d Infantry

3335

3333 T F38337343853

0

CONF IDENTIAL

bom TEET T Sa s e

ASK
RA 14771176
RA 19861117
US 56402385
RA 11856140
RA 14920904
RA 14932561
RA 18613848
RA 14761584
US 52627298
RA 16833099

RA 16841961
R 13869343
RA 14925492
RA 56407046
RA 15740046
US 56411507
US 51560450
RA 16873019
RA 17727181
RA 19877493
RA 19726172
RA 13258754,
KA 12862181
RA 25825252
RA 19852522
RA 11461833
RA 13877839
US 52638943
Us 50202595
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Deloach, Leyd
Willimm, Richard
Whitemsn, Ronnald
McEachin, John R,
Young, Joseph
Booth, Robert L,
Hall, Leon
Craig, Gary P,
Gibson, Burrell
0'Kelley, Rick
Fumerton, Arthur E.
Degregrio, Daniel
Walder, Ephron
Kajucwsky, Robert
Green, Larry
Carrier, Willim
Barsa, Randclph E,
Florence, Theddis
Tucker, Ronald
Bobowsld, Jan
Yverson, Wesley
Reynolds, Willismm
Hersham, Walter
Tyree, Fdward N,
Macwm, David G,
Aastine, Mark
Cutbirth, Harry
Lytwyn, Michael
Reyes, Johnle
Gongales, leroy
Crowford, Dana
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Prc
sar
P

SPL,
8P,

34883333334§35333313
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ASK

PA 15803702
RA 53380727
RA 15718866
RA 12737297
RA 19858515
RA 13564619
RA 10972426
RA 19825654
TS 533737hk
US 5339374k
05326384
RA 12750752
RA 52373607
RA 19675036
US 56389396
RA 11462312
RA 17739831
US 5,L00961
U3 53559218
RA 10812753
RA 16583741
RA 16811776
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RA 13869168
US 54308394
RA 10887259
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Hendersom, Curl
Fenfro, Norman
Saith, David
Macko, John
Schults, Peter
Funches, Henry
Johmson, Willism
Menke, Theodore
Ernst, Gary

Laster, Leroy
Hostack, Leon

Willisms, Richard L,
Lu%as, Robert
Schramm, Micholas
Green, Charlie
Maronolus, John
Wieeler, Josent: C,
Cleveland, Wayne
Kelley, Stephen
Mair, Dennis
Moore, Ronald C,
Richard, John
Watson, leon
Walker, Charlie
Beats, Edward
Parrow, Willism
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Gilbert, Willile
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RA 17408073
RA 14910695
RA 18945802
RA 12755470
RA 16829763
US 52620541
US 54364200
US 52648231
RA 17719828
Us 53402775
RA 16233087
RA 13363425
RA 13858022
RA 12753076
US 53469612
RA 19845719
BA 19863405
RA 11566811
RA 14920672
RA 13875047
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RA 17702514
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Palmer, David
Newport, Daniel
Yorres, Freneis
Tyscet, Arthur
Hanley, Gomsale

Kapatanakos, Glenn
Welssenbazher, Varren

Diclmsr, Gregory
Mickna, John R,
Burnette, Thomas
Taylor, Themas
Hood, Bobby
Engle, Musssl
Stephens, David
Spears, Patrick
C'Rourke, Bdmund
Schanb, Melvin G,
Reece, Gary J,
Goudia, Kernell
Ulloe, Francisco
Hont, Faml L,
Emory, ¥alter K,

Bertrand, irlen A,

Card, Vineent W.

Quartsrman, Theodore E,

Searts, Charles
Browm, Harvey
Marles, Jeff
Eliott, Karlem
Gerber, Robert
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RA 14967204
RA 14967204
US 50808335
RA 17484116
RA 18743890
US 51340552
RA 14888783
RA 12768343
RA 14925888
RA 14889406
RA 11467659
RA 11449302
RA 16839183
US 54365681
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Micholls, Willimm H,
Minchew, Roy A,
Gregory, Romnie
0'Kelly, Rich

AMms, Mack J,
Wood, Harris
Cleland, Harry T,
Cary, John X,
Grosmman, Gary J,
Knapp, Thomas J,
Banks, Holly
O'Domnell, Richard E,
Marable, Kartin H,
Brow, Donald W,
Fenrod, Arthur
Sehwartz, James J,
Rors, William A,
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nathews, Gordon
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RA 13831116
RA 14917095
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fawer, Lecnard
feid, William B,
Strode, Jmmes H,
Yates, Roginald
Shirley, Jmmes
Pitsgerald, Kldon
Serimager, Saamel

Brsostowski, Sigwund

Stevens, Wilber
Jardine, Gene
Johnson, Demnis C,
Bell, James H,
Arowm, George
Saith, Richard
Rodriguex, Carlos
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Bright, Ralph
Young, Edward
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faleoy, John
Saith, Gary D,
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Rassa, Richard
Carter, Edmond
Henges, Randall
Chapin, ¥orman
Seman, Jumes D.
ilvm-.'., Jose
Penton, lester H,
Tomsend, Jack
Daniels, Olen

Lo
o
.

n
=)
m

S T WAVTEREERETY S8

-

-

Qiilg

SPL

N EEEEEEEEEEERREEREEREERERREREE

T
CONF IDENTIAL

iR S wnt b o g Salldaca e 2 s

X |
RA 1769463C
RA 14911365
RA 53066499
RA 13888115
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US 60014176
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B3 54365626
US 53408820
U3 54365005
US 51569740
RA 16872281
RA 16820044
RR 15743094
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RA 198175%
US 52640969
US 53400968
U3 56025505
RA 14889420
RA 25286871
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Loaz, James R,
Taalin, Melvin
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¥Maples, Francis
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US 53207134
BR 14889405
BA 11566822
US 54366500
US 51549537
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RA 12763646
RA 14925976
US 51506791
RA 19819876
US 55834900
RA 19851410
BA 12756292
RA 13876480
RA 27532907
RA 11465702
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US 51541078
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Sehwuck, Helwrt PFC RA 12754438 . %
Smith, ¥illim B, PFC RA 16836210 %
Kapule, Wilfred SGT RA 10112789
Thornhill, Jeaso PFC RA 14931981 ;
Crus, Gerald SP, RA 17731902 %
Jchnson, Phillip PFC US 5669853
Kohaya, Botby S, PrC RA 18906073
Sizemore, Earl SGT US 52636196 §
Hopkins, Elmo SP4 US 55834841 %
Fitsanko, Steven SPy, RA 16828652 %
Pierce, Lymwood PFC RA 12730531 %
Nolden, Joserh 8sG RA 13485031 g
McMahan, Troy C. PFC RA 14912878 5
Crane, Richard PFrC US 5564254
Beck, Willism PFC RA 14926798 *
Parks, Peter PFC RA 13376065
Wilson, Chester SP4 RA 19851255
Williaws, Willie T, PY? RA 19842696
Gist, Roger SGT RA 15624896
Dulin, Georgs 52G RA 15378502
Sabastion, Gersld scY RA 13261704
c/2/5034 Infantry
Deane, James R, PFC US 52628650
Gordy, Charles M, L Y RA 14704312
Smeding, Pster M, SGT BA 51532462
Iietaert, William P, PFC US 55828047
Lynch, Peter F, PFC RA 18774585
Lorring, Kenneth sse RA 15538739
Blattenberger, Richard SPL RA 12690763
Wood, James C, PFC RA 15765263
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Fines, John G, PFC RA 14963938

Melton, Clayton 36T RA 18742395

Langham, Daniel W, PFC RA 18741828

Gavcia, Pedro I, 8P}, RA 33745539
: Drish, George R, PrG US 55899605

Tuttle, Lloyd W, PrC US 56336487
¥ Kuhl, Willim D, PFC RA 12659252
é Neeks, Richard I, PRC U3 52620463
%3 Supove, Peter 8Pl US 53400887
‘ Culp, Willism ¥, Pre RA 18774219

Welch, Stephen PFC RA 18905783
£ Henderson, James R, PFC RA 16955209
y Catossi, Psul H, PrC RA 12754222
: Torres, Secundine PrC US 56378892
% Colss, Joseph T, Prc RA 12751500
% Oged; Wallace PFC RA 18752214
& Constatino, Michael 8P, RA 13875960
5 Plunkett, Braxton S5G RA 35820729
% Hendon, Charles W, SP US 55823232
R McDonald, Charles J, PSG RA 11302193
. Alexander, Douglas M, 8Py US 54361280
£ Dove, Berate 3, 3sa - RA 54219243
% Dambrowski, Bruce C, PFC RA 14902830

Soule, Dennis I.. SPL SPy, RA 11463357
: Carvin, Patrick X, SPy, RA 19833665
5 Horton, Bi11 W, P, TS 55823232
i Bonilla, Ricardo PFC RA 12755479
: Carter, Preston H, PR US 53405108
Keller, William J, PFC RA 13862232

Cascaddan, Roger D, PFC US 55895534
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Johnson, Ronald D,
Hins, Marvin
Lsfler, James Pl
Ellemwood, Russel O,
Jenkins, William H,
Montague, James W,
Malone, Michael I,
Bradley, Willie C,
Magwood, Nathaniel.
Thompson, Robert Jr,
Watson, LaMont
Gareia, John
Fabrisch, Keith C,
Mader, Philiip
Martino, Robext I,
Bigger, Floyd
Walls, Calvin
Wilson, Ferbert Jr,
Ebald, ¥ichael 1,
Stalker, Johnny R,
Walker;, John F.
Carreon, Jom G,
Castillo, Jaime
Cartegena, Angel L,
Fluck, James C,
Collins, Ciifford C,
Bligsard, Kenneth I,
%onry, Cecil O,
Igiio, Charles J,
Konen, David E,
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RA 14827265
RA 14922317
RA 19866812
RA 16972028
RA 14670034
RA 17724199
RA 17737845
RA 18737514
RA 14912120
US 53385495
RA 18906080
RA 18745539
U3 55880540
U3 55875545
RA 13887675
Us 52666068
RA 12756398
RA 12938793
RA 15758656
RA 19857436
US 5339879
0S5 56395730
US 1986043
US 51664650
RA 13858748
RA 13874798
RA 14575981
RA 14772161
U3 51559878
RA 16249087
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Santelli, Robert J,
Donestorg, Alfonsc
Browm, Julius
King, Mathaniel
Loser, Ronzld E,
Mitchell, Linwood
Wolfe, Paul E,
Castello, Larry D,
H111l, Michael ‘i,
Norman, Martin C,
Garrett, Walter J,
Seeley, William L.
Sneed, Charlie Jr.
Farmer, Michael L,
Kicholscn, Sim C.
Lewis, Jmes R,
Murry, James

Cax, George T,
Ross, George A.
Tyler, James L,
Jenkins, Alvin F,
Hall, Clarence
Harris, Nathaniel
Frierson, David S,

Holloway, William H,

Cyant, Charles R.
Bayne, Joseph P,
Allen, Odell

ST Julien, Leander
Devue, Robert P,
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RA 13862590
RA 12753508
RA 14473739
RA 14718872
RA 13858937
RA 13876168
BA 21446906
U3 55826909
RA Li558626
RA 14925211
UsS 53402525
RA 19709787
US 53385495
RA 12733618
RA 16960714
RA 19840110
RA 2332528L
RA 14543008
U3 53405392
RA 18724200
RA 12771045
RA 11652015
RA 14960558
US 53408842
RA 18773045
RA 14623010
RA 13875099
RA 14945257
Us 54375919
RA 15732825
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Sharp, Craig O, Pre RA 19996466 . gs
Poote, George PFC RA 18774721 §
Barrs, Talmadge G, sP, US £3400606
Hamdley, Larry C. sor RA 18635737 2
Felix, Lorenzc O. SPy RA 19857229 %
Jenson, Daryl R, SP US 56392058 §
Hil1, Robert L, oFC RA 17724818 5
Prouty, John M. PTT US 56372861 3
. Hart, Berry L, 3Pl RA 13893862
‘ Saez-Ramires, Angel P, 8¢ RA 50127300
} Alandt, Charles B, PRC 1.4 16848642
Green, Mosss SPl, RA 12735824
; Moove, Douglas E, scr RA 53337643
i McIntyre, James F, sot RA 14689374
Z Parris, Vernon L. T RA 51582557 ’
Smith, James A, PFC RA 15761667
K Stephens, Warren A. Sy, US 52435318
: Koston, David P, SPi, RA 52566146
g Skiles, James A, PFC US 51569631
‘ Anthony, Lionell S, PFC US 56393665
: Gilbert, Joseh P, PFC RA 26873304
; Bothwell, Frank E, 86T RA 51466462
g Craig, Norris R, PrC US SL375482
g Wilson, Raymond C, PFC RA 15740140
g Adsms, John L, 3P, RA 14898562 2
: Drake, Michael J, PFC RA 12881505
1 ; Bernnet, Charles H, PFC RA 1877322 §
3 Vasques, Selvester J, . Pre RA 19869170 3
] Curran, Panl W, PrC R4 12772830 :
Garrison, T, S, : PR RA 11461509 §
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Gould, Richard L,
Jones, Robart L,
Beura, Garyl

Kores, Gary D,
Johnson, Walter J,
Broady, Willie J,
leyva, Parrs~Frias R,
Strack, Lawrence

Weigand, Leo
Sappington, Charles
Schwartg, Harold
Biggs, Hamer
Ragus, Morris E,
Day, Dennis
Worington, James
Grant, Charles

Solie, Terrence

Zanon, Georgs J,
Pascarella, Frank
OtNeal, George H,
Oney, Henry L,
Camus, Glyn
Jonss, Arceidus
Evans, Jamss L,
Pate, O'Neal J,
Brooks, John
Mitchell, Willis
Salagar, Panl
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RA 14944118
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RA 13372852
RA 18835808
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RA 14683108
RA 19857510
RA 14009653
RA 14572969
RA 17519377
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RA 10825174
RA 16833099
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RA 1072.001%
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RA 18473906
RA 19590468
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Williams ,Tosmy
Crus, Guadalape
Cersosims, Anthony
Asbury, Clinton
Baker, Hilbert
Rogers, George H,
Hardy, Richard L,
Czus, Peter
Drake, Randsll
Lindsay, Arthur
Matthews, Robert
Bogan, Jimmie
Carlyle, Dennis
Chackei, Gino
Calderon, Juan
Pegrson, John
Davis, Andrew
Woods, Cleophus G,
Call, Kennsch
Foreman, Fugene
McMannus, David
Roberts, Billy R,
Ward, Bruce G,
Hale, Robert W,
Harris, Franchot
Young, Rayyond
Davis, Ronald
Rose, Keith
Chriswell, Trumar
Cortes, Alfred
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RA 18502095
RA 19857639
RA 12725507
RA 15725507
RA 13857423
RA 21633635
RA 14644618
Us 55359393
RA 15725226
US 52626972
RA 14897605
RA 16856599
RA 168141772
Us 56397137
RA 198595L4
RA 53363290
US 52548009
US 53403159
RA 17702635
US 51541623
RA 19852208
RA 18682712
RA 19822508
RA 13867048
RA 16857368
RA 53327273
US 52626963
US 55859635
RA 19803684
RA 15754526
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Glon, Thomas
Dinardo, Paul
Perek, John
Evans, David
Parnish, Raymond
€ipson, Roosevelt
Crant, Jamesz
Gatlin, Cariton
Goibeski, Phisdip
Jexnette, Robert
Johnson, Willim
King, Wesley
Lindberg, Steven
Look, Elmer
Lopes, Jimmy
Pinkston, Hugh
Stroup, Ksmneth
Sutterfield, Gerald
Tapia, Richard
Watson, Deiando
Webd, Leomard
Winberry, James
Zarste, Ignacio
FMiller, John A,
Pinn, Eaginald D,
Reateria, David
Raimes, Puck
Sause, Johm
Shortlides, John
Saith, Arthor
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RA 13968143
RA 14915911
RA 16810069
RA 15735194
RA 15735278
RA 54232016
RA 198576k4
RA 14943059
US 52652299
RA 21046656
RA 12731475
RA 18755190
US 55788495
BS 56396234
RA 18743922
US 53422833
BRA 16856770
RA 1988978
US 56395087
RA 16820200
RA 14912610
RA 13988561
U3 56396225
Us 51558830
U3 51579552
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Stewart, John
Dorsey, Thomas
Of'Comner, Roy F,
Sturdevant, Thomas
Denham, Charles
figeins, Alvin
Kiaha, Henry

Hayes, Thomas
Funderburk, Rupert A,
Beisswancer. Robert F,
Hanpt,, Joseph C.
¥ountcastle, James L,
Marchant, Charles D,
Warner, Edeund M,
Stout, Timothy N,
Wiison, Leroy L.
McCarthy, Richard T,
Wright, Henry L,
Ahrens; Yenry M,
Odgaard, Dennis R,
Gwinn, Toneid O,
Ingram, John D,
Green, Charles T,
Dingess, John F.
Delegado, Enrique
Rivers, Herbert 1.
Means, Alex Jr,
Tagiis, Dean B,
QOrtiz, Baroorso
Nest, Rizhard B,
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ASH
RA 13874122
9510855

RA 12706022
RA 53068921
RA 14897497
RA 18386921
RA 10121251

RA 1987L€29
RA 14923168
RA 13627371
RA 12621280
RA 23009758
RA 18660216
RA 17464014
RA 12608596
RA 19831225
RA 11469126
PA 14926685
RA 14926261
RA 17715265
RA 1574435k
RA 17729916
RA 24903253
RA 13636163
RA 19805543
RA 15578431
RA 148830353
US 51548573
US 50183468
RA 11461519
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§ e GRAIE ASX g

é ] Jennings, Walter R, PFC US £753842% g

4 Langley, Stanley D, CPL RA 16695294

% Reiper, Peter L, PFC US 558€7662 §

* Curvan, Leonard J, PFC RA 18755121 g

g ¥unsil, Richard G. PPC US 55866030

% Toamer, Jerry A, SPl, RA 138L4576 %

?i Stewart, James ST RA 13704407

% Mulherin, James S US 55814379 3

g Pattion, Berry SPy, US 526343L5 2

g Secora, Michasl Prc RA 19835376 :

3

;’g Krolinowski, Gary PFC US 55831763 7

: Lobdell, Barry PRC RA 16844872

g Crigayls, Arthur PRC RA 17726195 %

E Reed, Jom J. PFC RA 13872273

1 Summers, Clarence PFC FA 19869734 g

Ener Co, 1734 fbn Bde 3

§ Gwens, James D, sor RA 14879501

£ Pereira-Rivera, U, SGT RA 25129978

gj Newtom, Michasl E, SPS RA 17723154 3

% Barton, Richard B. SP, 0S 51560640 g

E Nelson, Jmes B. sPL RA 13890305

é Collier, Melvin T. PrC RA 19873836

g Swedenbord, Psul A, PFC RA 15702255

2 Batiste, John J. PrFC S 54605270 .

é Robinson, Clarence Fre PA 53325513 g

% Co A (Adm), 173d Atn We g

% Higgins, Michasl R, SPy RA 16808632

§ Holland, Douglas C. ) US 55792297 :

B Enley, Louis P. &. sPy ' RA 1922675 S
Hall, Donald C. PFC RA 14916610
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MeKay, Jeffry S,
Waters, Charles J,

Foot, Lester M,
Burgess, Peter D,
Starsiak, Richard P,

Jacobs, Emelindo A

Windsor, James A.
Cheatham, Lenell
Kozak;, Thcmas

Melvin, Howard P,
Meridith, David L,
Mathews, Charles F,
Smith; Richard ¥,
Ward, Jimmy L,
Bumgardner, Terry E.
Barthule, Fussel T,
Hickman, Romald J,
Keller, Robert L,
Reily, Charies
Kix, George W,
Herring, Wallace B,
Gaines, Robert M.
Flood, Clifford
George, Tugens C,
Bauman, Clifford W,
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03139624

05418122
093556
05326650

RA 50168949

091427
RA 5354208

US 51548896

w3538
05251341

RA 19479464
RA 34365500
RA 14520513
RA 13842003
PA 16809650
RA 1272800¢
RA 13852505
R4 15717294
RA 14890979
RA 24874656
RA 1904872
RA 1384i828
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RA 13872663

‘_M_ e

7
L

s




P T I

w9

Prom, Jack T,
Carver, Patrirk 4,
Weber, Daie L.

Rerria, Sterling M,

decksca, MY K,
Erbinsor, Xattiow I,
Yorgu3ca, Robert L,
Lecans, Sogwe
Tassem, Harold R,
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1, Phase I - Airbor-s Assaunlt

a, The following correspondents arrive > at DZ CHARLIE yboard the Comeanding
General:y hellcoptir immedirntely following the jamp,

Henri Huet ~ Associated Press
Da¥s Burrfvwgton - SBC
Jim Burv - NBC

b, The following personnel from Army Public Information Offices participated
in the combat assault,

Major Dixon

Lieutenant Jeffery S, McKay
SPj Michael R, Higgins

SP ) Louis P, Epley Jr,

SP J Donald C, Hall

SP 4 Dcouglas &, Holland

¢, The following civilian press corraespondents also participated in the
combat assault,

Kathy leroy - French female freelancc for AP

Bill Hall ~ Former Special Forces, freelance for UPI

Doug Sapper = Former Special Forces, South China Morning Post, Ltd, and
Petr2ll Associates

d, Ken Gale with two Vietnassse cameramor (ABC) came into tha DZ aboard
Colonel Shaw's helicopter,

e. The following ccrrespondents stayed aboard C-130's during and a.ter the
Jumps

Hozst Faas =« Associated Press
Steinhadt - CBS

Dex Moser - Life

Co Rentmeister — Life

Vosuu «~ NBC

£, Robert J. Fllison (Petrell Assoc) came in later from the lst Division
by helicopter,

Inclosure 7

CONFIDENTIAL

i 37



—

P

L I ki )

UL S R R R A R M BT vt

PRP T Ll vt

- e oKL T S5 43

R TWTERET IETRT - S TS T T S T, AV T DI+ W G vt g T e o A L o L s b A S iagis i b

RS

Czae w et e R e e A QIS R g 4, RS Sy v SN T 2%

v A

2, Phase II - Alrmobile assault

a. The following news correspondents were with the lst Matt _ lion, 503d Infan
try on the initial assault fram SUOI DA.

Bill Wordham and two cameramen (Vietnamese) - XBC
Tom Buckler ~ New York Times

Horst Faas - AP

Ted Koppel - ABC

b, The followirg news correspondents wure with the 2d Battalion during
the 1liit from vieinity KATIM.

Henri Huet - AP
SP, Higgins and SPj Hall (173d Abn Bde PIO)
¢. The following were with the 4/503d Infantry durirg 1ift from vie KATUM,
John Lengle - AP
dJohn Hart and two Yietnamese cameramen - CBS
Robin Hannock ~ Time Magazine
Leom Daniel - UPI
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