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FOREWORD

The contents of this document represent the views of Foreign Area
Studics of The American University.

Each paragraph which contains SECRET or CONFIDENTIAL
material and concludes with a number has a corresponding bibli-
ographic listing in the Dibliography of Classified Materials found at
the end of this Supplement.
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CHAPTER 28 (8S)
SUBVERSION (U)

(U) Since emerging as a separate nalichal entity in mid-1954,
South Vietnam hus been continuously confronted with grave sub-
versive threats. During the first 2 years of its existence the central
government’s effective authority exteaded little beyond Saigon, and
even the capital ¢ity’s municipal government and police were in the
haads of hostile orgamzed racketeers. Two sizabie areas in the
Mekong Delta were virtually ruled by religious sects (the Cao Dai
and the Hea Hao) (see ch. 26, Public Order and Safety). Xt was only
after these dangerous contenuers for state power had been eliminated
that the government was free to turn o the Communist challenge
which was being carefully prepared in the countryside.

(U) By 1960, Viet Cong insurgency had becoms the principsal
threat to national security. Supported, directed and controlled by
North Vietnam since the mid-1950’s, the insurgents sought to infiltrate
every sector of South Vietnamese society and undermine Saigon’s
authority by various means, including armed attack, assassination,
kidnaping, intimidation, terrurist activity, agitation and propaganda.
They attempted ta capitalize on all popular grievances against the
government to Lring about physical insecurity and political confusion.
Politically, their avowed objective was to establish a neutralist coali-
tion regime, which they reparded as an intermediate step toward the
eventual communization of South Vietnam,

(U) Ostensibly, the Viet Cong insurgents operated within the
framework of the self-styled National Front for the Liberation of
South Vietnam (NFLSV)—a Coramunist front designed to give the
insurgeney the facade of = spontaneens popular indigenons move-
ment. Overwhelming evidence shows, however, that the real force
behind the insurgents and the National Front is the so-called Viet-
namese People's Revolution Party, whieh, in effect, is the southern
branch of the ruling Communist Party in the North, commoniy
referred to as the Lao Dong.

(U) Viet Cong strength is largely rural based. Partly because of
Saigon’s long indifference to peasant problems and partly because of
the government’s failure to protect the rural population from Com-
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munist ‘terrovists, the insurgents, usually posing as self-appointed
patriots and crusaders, were able to spread their influence, almost by
defanlt, in many parts of the countryside. By mid-1966, however, the
Viet Cong’s initial advantage in the yiral aveas seemed to be waning,
In the latter half of the 1950% they wers able to score propaganda
viclories, almost. unchallenged, by making luring promises without
having to assume the responsibility of fulfilling them. They were
also able to extend their influence steadily and bring a large portion
of South Victnamese terrvitory under their control. In the early 1960,
however, they were increasingly plagued by the problem of satisfying
the sociceconomic needs of the people within their aveaus. The list of
unfulfilled promises lengthened, and by late 1965 there were indica-
tions that some of the insurgents themselves were also disillusioned
with the growing prospect of a protracted conflict—possibly a 20-year
war—contrary to their earlier optimistic prediction of a certain Com-
munist victory by the end of 1965.

(U) Apart from its military operations, the Saigon government
began to emphasize, cspecially after February 1966, socioeconomic
means to improve the Jiving conditions of the people, both rural and
urban. The government placed high hopes on a comprehensive
scheme, officially called the Revolutionary Develepment Progrim, to
gain trust and confidence of the population. It appeared that this
program, if successfully carried out, would materially enhance the
governnient’s capability to defeat the Viet Cong insurgents in these
nonmilitary fields, which heretofure constituted the weakest link in
the overall anti-Communist eflorts.

BACKGROUND

(U} More thai. a century of active or passive resistance to colonial
rule has accustomed the people of South Vietnam, particularly the
peasants, to view the central government as an alien authority and to
oxpress dissatisfaction with it by conspiracy and violence. Time has
been too short, opportunities too infrequent and indectrination too
Jimited, during the 12 years of independence, for the population as
2 whala to Lecoms accusiomed ic the use of democratic processes in
seeking relief from what they regard as govermmental injustices.

{U) The establishment of the Republic of Vistnam south of the
seventeenth parallel after the Geneva Agreement of 1954 prevented
the Communists from seizing control of the entive country. Before
the Agreement the ("ommunists, using the popular themes of anti-
colonialism™ and “national indupondence,” played & dominant role in
organizing opposition against the French throughout the country.
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Tn the North they wrested power from the French, first in rural aveas,
then in the towns. In tha South their agents and guerrillas operated
freely in parts of the countryside, but they were unable to consolidate
their control and failed to win the principal towns.

(U) The withdrawal of the French and the eniergence of the Re-
public of Vietnam headed by President vgo drought a shift in the
tactics of the Communists. Calling for “unification of Vietnam™ and
“opposition to foreign intervention,” they apparently expected to gain
control of South Vietnam by means of a nationwide referendun, pro-
posed in the \\greement, which was to be held in 1956, But the South,
conter-ling that inadequate provisiuns had been made for free dis-
enssion of the issues and for impartial supervisien of the halleting.
declined to participate in the proposed election, The Comnamists then
turned to a militantly subversiva eampaign against the Republic;
United States assistance became a major propaganda target (see ch.
16, Public Information).

(U) President Ngo,during his first 2 vearsin office, was preoceupied
with eliminating the military strength of the religious sects and of
the Binh Xuyen, a political and racketeering organization which
actially controlled certain sections of the delta region (see ch. 24,
Publie Order and Safety; ch. 27, The Armed Forces). The Com-
munists took advantage of this situation to worlk in the villages to
underming the government by means which ranged from propaganda
to sabotage and terror. They played on (e peasants’ grievinces
ngainst the Saigon regime’s practice of appeinting urban-oriented
district and village officinls.  Many of thesa offictals were Catholies
and “northerners” and were more concerned with their self-sceking
ventures than with the welfure of the villamer<. The Cowrmunist
insurgents, posing as self-styled patriotic nationalists, were ole to
sustain and intensify, after mid-1959, 1 campaign of guerrilla warfare
and terrorism in the rural areas of the South, By December 1961
the pace of Viet Cong insurgency becanie so heightened that President
Ngo formally requested more military assistance fromn the Jnited
States (sce ch. 15, Foreign Relations; ¢h, 27, The Armed Forces).

(T) The Communist insurgents, Iabeled by the South Vietnamese
Government as the Viet Cong, were supported and directed by the
ITanoi regime.  Although most of their lower-level clements were
recruited within the South, top echelon personuel consisted mainly
of those who had infiltrated from the North. From 1959 through the
end of 1961 at least 4,500 agents had joined the Viet Cong in the
South. The number of infiltrators for 1962 and 1963 were 5,400 and
4,200, respectively.
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(U) After mid-1963 the insurgency became inereasingly wide-
spread, Inrgely becanse of political instability in Saigon, accompaniad
by rapid changes in governmental leadership (see ch. 14, Poluieal
Pynamtes). A change in top leadership more often resulted in per-
sonnel shifts involving key positions in both military and ecivil estab-
hshments, usually down to the o drviet Jevell Thus, the lack of
politieal stability, ~oupled with the raditional wart-and-see attimde
so pronoutieed on the part of many governent officials, contributed
to burveaucratic inaction. In some instances, because of ivsccurity
stemming from Vet Cong terror--which in itself was the intended
goal for the inrurgents- loeal officials refrained from manifesting
initiative. By lnic 19¢4 a Viet Cong victory seemed to be imminent.
Beginning in earlv 1965, Saigon’s counterinsurgency efforts signili-
cantly improved as a result of direct. United States military partici-
pation in the war (see eh. 27, The Armd Forees). By mud-1966
there were growing indieations that the tide of the war had turned
in favor of the Suigon reguine, and the Viet Cong appeared to be
bracing themselves for a prolonged military conflict rather than for
a quick vietory (see ch, 14, Political Dynamics).

ATTITUDES TOWARD SUBVERSION
Government Position

(U) Until early 1966 there was no statutory provision designed
to cope exclusively with the problem of subversion. Instead the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister Ky, like its predecessors, relied on broad
emergency powers in determining what constiiuted a subversive threat,
real or potential,  The government’s general position was that a threat
to national security emanated not only from actual or attempted armed
insurgency bnt also from disruptive activities, including those in the
economic and linancial realms. Similarly, any attempt to advocaie
a neutralist political solution for the country was also declared to be
contrary to national interests.  Thus, a decree issued on July 19, 1965,
empowers the government to prosecute beiore a military court any
persons suspected not only of armed Insurgency or of professing
sympathy for communism or nentralism, but also those charged with
official misconduct and such economic crimes as hoarding and specu-
Tation. Prime Minister Ky, for example, declared repeatedly that
dishonest officials and self-secking businesamen were even “more
dangerous than the Communists” and that they should be punished
as “the nation’s enemies™ (see ch. 14, Politicnl Dynamics).
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() After mid- 1963 the insurgency beeama incrveasingly wide-
spread, Jargely becanse of political instainlity in Saigon. accompanied
Ly rapid changes in governmentsl leadership (see che 14, Political
Dynanues), A\ change in top leadership nwre often resulted in per-
sonpel shifts invoelving key positions in both military and eivil estab-
lishments, wsually dewn to the district Jevel. Thus, the lack of
political stability, coupled with tha traditional wait-and-see attitude
so pronounced on the part of many government officials, contributea
to bureaucratic inaction. In some instances, because of insecurity
stemming from Viet Cong terror-—which in itself was Gie intended
goal for the insurgents - locul officials refraine * from manifesting
initiative. B3y late 1964 a Viet Cong victory seemed o be imminent.
Beginning in early 1965, Saigen’s counterinanrgency efforts signifi-
eantly improved as a result of dirveet I'nited States militazy partiei-
pation in the war (see ch. 27, The Armed Forces). By mid-1966
there were prowing indications that the tide of the war had turned
in favor of the Saigon regime, and the Viet Cong appeared to be
braciug themselves for a prolonged military conflict racher than for
a guick vietory (see ch. 14, Politieal Dynamies).

ATTITUDES TOWARD SUBVERSION
Governmaent Position

(U) Until early 1966 there was no statutory provision designed
to cope exclusively with the problem of subversion. Instead the gov-
crnment of Prime Minister Ky, ke its predecessors, celied on broad
emergency powers in determining whal constituted a subversive threat,
real or potentiul,  The government's general position was that a threat
to national security emanated not ouly from aciual or attempted armed
insurgency bt also from disruptive activities, including those in the
cconomic and financial vealms,  Similarly, any attempt to advocate
a neatralist po.itical solution for the country was also declared to be
contrary lo national intevests. "Thus o decree issuad on July 19,1965,
empowers the government to prosecuie before a military court any
persons suspe ted not only of armed insurgency or of nrofessing
sympathy for communizm or neatralism, but also those charged with
oilicial misconduct and such economic erimes as hosrding and specu-
Jation. Prime Minister Ky, for example, deciared repeatedly that
dishonest officials and sclf-secking businessmen were even “more
dangerous than the Communists™ and that they should be punished
as “the nation’s enemies™ (see ch. 14, Political Dynamics).
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(U) The government also relied on other ofiicial decrees promul-
gated under the Ngo regime. Decree Number 6, of January 11, 1956,
for example, provided that “individuals considered dangerous to
nstional defense and common security” might be confined by executive
oruer or cbliged to reside in a fixed place under police surveillance.
Another legal instrument was Decree Number 13 of ¥ebruary 20, 1956,
pertaining to press offenses.  Although somewhat liberalized after
November 1463, this decree still empowers the government to bring
the publication of new papers under a licensing system. The decree
further provides that the printing of misleading statements which
could be exploited by subversive elements or could otherwise endanger
public securily is punishable by imprisonment, heavy fines or by ms.
pension of license. TIn January 1964, for example, nine dailies were
suspended by the authorities on charges of violating internal secu-
rity. Still another instance was the suspension in March 1964 of two
Saigon dailies charged with carrying reports likely to harm national
defense plans,

(U) During President Ngo’s rule the actions of all dissidents and
political opponents were regarded as potentially subversive in intent,
and a meaningful distinction between legal political oppositior and
subversive activities was not readily apparent. Prime Minister Ky's
regime, hewever, has shown a much inore perraissive attitude toward
the political activities of non-Communist elemnents (see ch. 14, Po-
litical Dynamics).

Publie Attitude

(U) Throughout the course of its history, especially during the
long period of Cninese rule, Vietnam has known much of secret
societies, conspiracies and rebellions. That background and several
decades of experience in clandestine political activity under ¥French
colonial rule familiarized the people with the art of radical po'itical
activities and subversion. During this period persons nccused of
subversion or political crimes were usually regavded as nationalists.
With thie heritage and probably heavily influenced by the offieial
ter dency under President Ngo's regime to brand even non-Co  munist
oppe~.tionists as potentially subversive, the South Vietnamese today
generully appear to attach no particular stigma to the person accused
or convicted of subversion. Moreover, to many of the people in early
1966 the sense of belonging to the Saigon regime was not firm enough
to arouse feelings of shame or guilt in connection with subversion.
In addition, records of penal servitude on grounds of political crime
or participation in attempts to overthrew the government through
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violent means are regarded in South Vietram less as & political lia-
bility than us vn asset.

(U) In mid-1966 the a.med forces, as a group, appeared to be
maost inilitantly anti-Communist, although there was evidence of some
communist infiltration within the rwiks. Other strongly anti-Com-
munist elements were the Catholic refugees from North Vietnam,
numbering about 700,000. Similar'y, small rambers of Buddhist
refucees from the North, common!y known in Saigon as the Vinh
Nghiem group, were fiercely anti-Comununist; this group was led
by Thich Tam Giae, & leading figure within the Unified Buddhist
Church of Vietnam and in 1966 head of the Buddhist chapleiney in
the armned forces. The adherents of the Cac Dai and the Hoa Hao
sects were also regaraed as anti-Comununists, but their main interest
in opposing the Viet Cong appeared to have their desire to preserve
their regional auntonomy. In this sense, the attitude of tire Cao Dai
and the Hoa Hao toward the Viet Cong is largsly defensive and
manifests little of the aggressive charantcristics shown by the Catho-
lics (see ch, 14, Politieal Dynamics).

SUBVERSIVE GROUPS
Viet Cong Insurgents

(1)) I mid-1966 the Viet Cong was the principal subrersive group,
operating, superficially at least, within the framework of the self-
styled National Front of the Liberation of South Vietnam, supported,
direcied and eontrelled by CGomrmunist North Vietnam, The Viet
Cong's antecedents go back to the founding of the Indochinese Com-
nuinist movement in South China in 1925 under the direction of
Soviet-trained Nguyen Ai Quog, later known as Ho Chi Minh. In
1936, after a deeado underground in Indochina, the movement
emerged, during the “Popular Froni” period in TFrance, as n lagal
Conmmunist party. Pursuing ihe Commuuist “united froni” policy
of the time, the party grow in s.ze and attracted some support from
pon-Commuaist groups. 1t was suppressed again on the eve of World
War 1I, and most « 7 its leaders fled to South China. It continued
its claundestine activity under the unpopular Vichy regime, however,
and by 1941 it was the dominant force in the Vieinam Independence
Leaguo (Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh—popularly, the Viet Minb),
which it hr.d been largely instrumental in ergunizing.

(U) The Conununist-led Viet Minh, representing itself as a coali-
tion of nationalist groups, soon gained enough strength to mount
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harassing guerrilla attacks against both the French and the Japanese
throughout Vietnam, although in the South nou-Communist nation-
alist groups were stronger an more active that were the Communists.
By mid-August 1945 the Viet Minh had seized power in Nu:th
Vietnam and had set up a previsional gavernment in Hanoi. Cao Dal,
in view of the increasing strength of the Viet Minh, apparently de-
cided that he had no alternative but to abdicate, on August 25, 1945,
as Emperor of Vietnam (sec ch. 3, Historical Setting). Thereafter,
the Viet Minh, strengthened with arms left by the evacunating Jap-
anese, led the attack against the French forces sent to reoccupr the
country and intensified their organizational activities in South Viet-
narr particularly in rural areas where government controls were tra-
ditionally weak or lacking.

(U) In an effort to conceal the incressingly evident Ce.nmunist
dominance within the Viet Minh coalition, Hanoi, in February 1951,
incorporated the old Viet Minh into a new political coalition organi-
zation called the National Popular Front of Vietnam (Lien-Hiep Quoc
Dan Viet Nam—commonly referred to as the Lien Viet); the Lien
Viet, established in May 1946, had a much broader and more inclusive
political buse than the Viet Minh. In March 1951 the Communist
component of the Viet Minh merged into the Vietnam Workers’ Party
(Dang Lao Dong Viet Nam--better known as the Lao Dong), the
ruling Communist Party in the North, descended divactly from the old
Indochinese Communist Party. In order to play down its own Com-
munist character, the Lao Dong itself becare a member of the Lien
Viet.

(U) Havingsigned the Geneva Agreement of 1954, which, in effect,
partitioned Vietnam into two zones at the seventeenth parallel, the
Communist regime focused its propagand+ on national unification,
confident that it eould win the referendun: by which this was to be
achieved. Appacontly as insurence in ease the newly proclaimed Re-
public of Vietnam  .sed to participate in a refercndum, the Com-
munists proceeded with plans for a military and subversive effort to
overthrow President Ngo's administration and seize control of the
enfire country.

(S) When withdrawing their forces into North Vietnam after the
Geneva, Agreement, the Communists had left behind caches of arms
and ammunition, groups cf carefully selectod stanch party members
and some of their best guerrilla fighters, estimated to total about
10,000 men, who were dispersed to hideouts in remote jungles of the
delta and in the mountainous areas along the boundaries with Cam-
bodia and Laos. Driven underground by the authorities in the South,
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they created several f-out organizations, the most important, of which
was the South Vietnam Committee for the Protection of World Peace,
which attracted a number of intellectuals, including doctors, lawyers,
journalists and at least one Buddhist prelate.

(U) Disappointed and somewhat demoralized by the South’s re-
fusal to participate in the election scheme, the Communists changed
their tactics and devoted the next 2 years mainly to recruitment and
reorganization. Many South Vietnamese Communists who had with-
drawn with the North Vietnamese forces in 1954 and had completed
instruction courses in subversive tactics returned to the South to take
up responsible positions in the Communist movement. Peasant morale
was generally low, and the shortage of trained and competent admin-
istratoss created a confused situation in the rural areas that was easy
for the Communists to exploit. Orgamzing cells wherever they could,
especially in the villages, they posed as “patriotic liberators” and
sought by agitation and propaganda to alienate the people from the
government. Their appeals were cffective. Living and working with
the peasants, their voices were heard above those of the usually aloof
functionaries of the distant central government. in Saigon.

(S) In 1958, after baving received substantial aid in personnel and
materiel from the North, the Viet Cong embarked on a campaign of
terror and intimidation, accompanied by renswed propaganda for the
unification of Vietnam, the removal of the “traitorous Ngo Dinh Diem
clique” and the elimination of the “United States imperialists.” The
strength of the Viet Cong forces of all types had mounted to an esti-
mated 15,000 men, and guerrilla harassment increased in intensity and
seale. DBy 1960 the Viet Cong wers attacking in groups of up to sev-
eral battalions in strength. Meanwhile, political and military rein-
forcements infiltrated from the North in increasing numbers, and local
rvecruits were obtained by propaganda, intimidation and kidnaping.

(S) By early 1955, Viet Cong combatants, numbering about 250,000,
could be divided into three general categories: fuil-time guerrillas,
part-time guerrillas and villuge-bused activists. Full-time guerril-
las—an estimated 90,000 (including slightly more than 11,000 North
Vietnamese regulars)~—constituted the “maia force” of the hard core
of the Viet Cong forces. They were organized on a provineial or
regional basis into companies and battalions composed of highly dis-
ciplined, well-troined, seasoned, polit.-ally indoctrinated guerrilla
{ighters. They were commanded by experienced leaders, many of
them native to the North. Until late 196:, however, many of the lead-
ers were native to the South, although trained in North Vietnan:.

(S) The part-time guerrillas, numbering about 120,000, were or-
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ganized by districts into platoon or company-sized units of 50 cr more
men each. Provided with small arms, grenades, londmines and ex-
plusive charges, they received some training while assembled in hide-
outs or engaged in gnarding cached supplies.

(S) Guerrillas in the third category, estimated to total about 40,0C ,
were village-based activists. Working at their regular occupations
during the day, they toolt part in night missions at the order of the
guerrilla leader in their area. A typical village in an area where
government countrol is wenk may have had 10, 15 or more of these
activists, Their usual arms were kaives and machetes, but a village
group may have had several submachineguns as well as rifles, grenades
and lancmines. Viet Cong of this type, notwithstanding their lack of
military training and thsir casual discipline, played an important role.
They wore the eyes and ears of the provincial and regional groups and
frequently their mouthpieces. They identified promising military
targets, procured recruits and fcod supplies by persuasion or intimida-
tion and furnished information on the vulnerability of village defenses
and the activities of administrative officials and the security force.

() The routine Viet Cong methods of operation included, in the
carly 1960’s, assassination or kidnaping of government officials and
civilians, many of them district and village chiefs and other “recalci-
trant” local notables. Other Viet Cong activities included the destruc-
tion of public health facilities, schools and bridges; the mining of
roads and rail lines; the blocking of canals; the _utting of telephone
lines; and the theft of such equipment as electric generators, well-
drilling rigs and hospital supplies. To obtain food and fu.ds for the
maintenance of regular military Viet Cong units, rice was extorted
{rom peasants; “taxes” were exacted from plantations and other enter-
prises in payment for immunity from sabotage; kidnap victims were
held for ransom; and buses were held up and their passengers robbed
of money and valuables. Armsand ammunition were obtained in sur-
prise raids on isolated Regional Force (formerly Civil Guard) out-
posts, weak Popular Force (formerly Self-Defense Corps) units and
police stations.

(S) According to official sources, the total number of military and
civilian losses from Januvary 1957 to June 1962 alone amounted to
85,000, Since then, civilian losses averaged about 5,000 a year, includ-
ing 1,500 village chiefs either assassinated or kidnaped during 1964
During the first 4 months of 1968, out. of a total of neavly 1,200 civilian
casualties, over 400 village leaders were reported to have met a similar
fate. (1)
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Mational Front for the Liberation ef South Vietnam

(U) The Communist Hanoi regime announced in January 1961
that the National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam had
been established on December 20, 1060, in South Vietnam by “various
forces opposing the fascist Ngo Dinh Diem regime.” The announce-
ment came 4 months after the ruling Lao Dong Party had declared
its intention to “liberate” rha South and alse exhorted the South Viet-
namess to set up & “broad national united front directed against the
United States-Diem clique.”

(U) Jean Lacouture, 2 Far Jastern specialist of Le Monde of Paris,
in 1966 a visiting member of the faculty of Harvard University,
asserted that in March 1960 a group of the old Viet Minh resistance
fighters of South Vietnam, identified by Professor Bernard Fall as
the Nam-bho (Southern Aren) Resistance Veterans Qrganization, met
and called upon “patriots to regroup with a view toward ultimate
collective action.” He declared that the March 1960 gathering was “in
some ways the ‘gencral call’ for the creation of the Front, the signal
that, coming from the South, was to force the government in the North
to assumes its responsibility.”

(U) On the other hand, George A. Carver, Jr., writing in Foreign
Affairs. takes the position that the blueprint for the National Front
and for the whols future course of the Viet Cong insurgency was
adopted by Hanoi's Lao Dong Party, probably in early 1959. Accord-
ing to Carver, there is evidence to show that the proposed plan was
submitted to the Lao Dong in early 1959 by Le Duan upon his return
to Ianoi from a clandestine tour in the South. The second most
important figure in North Vietnam in early 1966, Le Duan directed
the Viet Minh resistance in the South from 1949 to 1951.

(S) The National Front, posing @s a coalition of groups represent-
ing all segments of South Vietnamese society, provides the Commu-
nists with a facade covering all facets of Viet Cong activity in South
Vietnam, military as well as politieal.  Although the initial announce-
ment establishing the Front stressed its political objectives, shortly
thereafter all the insurgent forces in the country allegedly were orga-
rized inio the “Liberation Army of South Vietnam"” and put w.der
its “control.” This action completed the fiction that the Front vepre-
sented an alternative to the government of South Vietnam.

(8) Although carefully nvoiding referencs to communism in their
public pronouncements, Front leaders adhere strictly to Lao Dong
policies on all issues, In adiition tc claiming to be the sole legitimate
voice of the South Vietnunese people, it also asserts that it effectively
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controls 75 percent of South Vietnam'’s territory and more than 70
percent of its population.

(U) The Front’s initial announced objectives included: union of
all classes, parties, nationalities, religious faclions, mass organization
and “patrictic” personalities in a struggle to overthrow the rule of
the “United States imperialists and of the Diem clique”; unification of
all “patriotic forces” in South Vietnam; and achievement of “inde-
pendence, democracy, peace, neutrality and national reunification.”
In early 1966 these objectives continued in effect, oxcept the term
“Diem clique” was changed to “I'hieu-Ky clique.”

(U) National Front leaders, working clandestinely in the South,
try to organize demonstrations, prepare and covertly distribute leaflets
and posters and display banners. They foment strikes, particularly
in public transportation and other vital economic areas, and encourage
members of the armed forces to defect und join the “people’s ranls.”
Following the Comuminist line on foreign policy questions, they call
for cancellation of all “unequal treaties” with foreign countries;
establishment of diplomatic relations with all countries in accordance
with the “peaceful coexistence” theme of the 1955 Bandung Confer-
ence of Afro-Asian Nations; rejection of political alliances or blocs;
and acceptance of economic aid from any country, provided no politi-
cal conditions are attached (see ch. 15, Foreign Relations).

(S) Subsidiary associations were formed to voice opinions as new
public issues arose. By early 1966 at least 40 functional organiza-
tious had been formed with the objective of creating the impression
that the Front had gained broad acceptance among representative
elements of the population. Among these organizations were groups
of worlers, writers and artists, youths, women, journalists and veter-
ans, as well as a South Vietnamese “Red Cross.” Isthnie and religious
orgamzations werd al30 {uciued to enhance the plausibility of a mass
appeal. The Front subsidiaries send representatives to congresses
and conferences in Commnnist-blne countries where they commonly
make addresses and hold press conferences denouncing United States
“Unperialism™ and “armed intervention” against the “liberation efforts
of the people of South Vietham™ (see table 1). (2)

(S) The Frout's well-organized news and propaganda organ is
the Liberation News Agency, which includes the Liberation Radio.
The latter does not identify its place of operation and most likely
operates clandestinely from several sites in South Vietnam. Radio
Hanoi and the Victnam News Agency, also of Hanol, cooperate
closely with the National Front. The IFront’s radio and news output
is so similar in qualicy and orientation Lo that issued by the Hanoi
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agencies as to suggest that they have a common origin (see ch. 16,
Public Information). (2)

(U) The first congress of the Front, according to the Liberation
Radio, was held in the last half of February 1962 at an wunamed place,
prestimably in North Vietnam. Tt issued & policy statement reiterat-
ing the eurrent Communist themes in the area and declared its inten-
tion to replace the National Assembly of South Vietnam with a new
parlizument which would prepare a new constitution. It hayshly con-
demned the United States and asserted that it was ready to accept
any group which would join in the struggle against the “United States
imperialists and their agents.” It proclaiined friendship with Laos
and Cambodia and support for them in opposition to all “schemes,
acts of sabotage and aggression by the United States imperislists and
their henchmen.” The congress also declarpd that the Front and its
armed forces would not encroach upon the territories of Cambodia
and Laaos.

(S) The congress, according to the Liberation Radio, elected a
Centra) Committee of the National Front, to be composed of 52 mem-
bers. The Communist apparently experienced groat difficulty in secur-
ing a sufficient number of the risht type of people to fill all of these

Table 1 (S). Orgenizations Associatcd With “The National Front for the
Liberation of South Victnam,” Earcy 1966 (U)

Orl:;[x'{z:l::uglton Organizution*
General L. _ Committee for the I’rotection of Wosrld Peace
Committee for the Peace and Amelioration of South
Vietnam

Liberation News Agency (includes Liberation Radio)

Liberation Peasants Association (Liberation Arrienl-
tural Association)

Liberation Red Cross

Liberation Women’s Associatisn

Saigon-Che Lon Feace Committee

Btlinie e e ___| Committea for Afro-Asian Solidarity

Committee for Solidarity with the Latin American
People

Highland People's Autonomy Movement

Vietnamese Nationals of Chinese Origin

MIlItaAry - oo i) Asgsociation of Iormer Resistants

Association of the Families of Patriotic Soidiers

Council of Hercic Disebled Servicemen

Group of lrighters for Pence, Reunification and Inde-
pendence of the Vietnammese Fatherland—Patriotic
Servicemen in the Ranks of the US-Diee: Army
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Table 1 (8). Organizationd Associated With “The National IFront for the
Lideration of South Victnam,” Early 1966 (U)—Continued

t

Orgnm:aglon Organizatton®

Military - e Group of Noldiers Who Iave Returned to the People

Literatiou Army and Popular Armed Forces

South Vietnam Veterans Assoeiation

Political .~ ___ . Democratic Party

Peopl~'s Revolutionary Party

Radical Socinlist Party

I’rofessional .. _____ Association of Writers and Artists of the Saigon-Cho
Lon-Gia Dinh Area

Democratic Lawyers Associntion

Industrialists and Businessmen Against the US-
Dicmists

Liberatior. Federation of Trade Unions

Libervation Writers and Artists Association

Military and Civil Medical Council

Patriotic and Dewmocrs* ¢ Journalists Association

Religious_ . ______.. Associntion for the lmprovement of Morality (of the
Hoa Hao Sect)

Khmer Buddhist Research Institute of South Vietnain

Patriotic Khmer Monks Solidarity Association

Reformed Cao Dai Sect

South Vietnam Pntriotic Buddhists Association

Youth and Edueatlon-..| Association of Patriotic Teachers of the Saigon-Cho
Lon-Gia Dinh Area

Association of Patriotic Teacnhers of the Western
Region of South Vietnam

tiberation Studcnts and Pupils Association

Liberation Youth Association

Patriotic and Peace-Loving Boys and Girls Group

People’s Liberation Youth Group

South Vietnam Patriotic Tencbers Association

*Many of these groups exist only on puper. Some use names of hona fide organizations
without permission ; others may be totally fictitious. (2)

top public posts, since the published list actually contained only 31
names, most of them relatively unknown even in South Vietnam. The
Front claimoad that the meeting at which the Central Committes was
elected was “truly representative of the people” and well attended.
Actually, fewer than 200 people were known to have been present,.
(S) The second Central Committee was announced in January
1964, with only 41 members. Of the original 31 listed on the first
Committee, only about half were retained. In early 1966 the chairman
of the Central Committee was Nguyen Huu Tho, a lawyer with & long
history of activity in Comununist-front causes. Since August 1954
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he has been vice chairman of the “Movement for the Defense of Peace,”
an organization which Tho has claimed to bo the forerunner of the
National Front.

(S) The six vice chairman of the Central Committee were Huynh
Tan Phat (who also serves as Secretary (zeneral), Phung Van Cung,
Thom Me The Niem, Tran Nam Trung, Vo Chi Cong and Y Binh
Aleo. Front hiographies contain the following notes concerning the
hackground of these individuals. Huynh Tan Phat is an architeet
who lias been active in the Saigon-Cho Lion-Gia Dinli ares. throughout
most of his revolutionary career, which began in his student days in
the 1930’s. Ifo is nlso secretary general of the so-called Democratic
Party of South Vietnam (see ch. 32, Biographies of Key
Personalities).

(S) Phung Van Cung, a physician, is chaivman of the Committee
for Protection of World Deace and president of the Liberation Red
Cross, two organizations aflilinted with the Front. Thom Me The
Nhem, a Buddhist priest most. of his life, has been most active among
Buddhists of I{hmer nationality. Tran Nam Trung is a representative
of the “Liberation Army of South Vietnam” and holds the post of
chairman of the Military Comumittee of the Central Committes. Vo Chi
Cong, a “seasoned revolutionary” is a member of the “People’s Revolu-
tionary Party” and functions as its representative within the Front.
Y Binh Aleo, an influential Rhade tribesinan from Darlac Province,
is chairman of the Front-associated Highland Peoples Autonomy
Movement. He once was an officer in the French Colonial Army and
has been active in triba! independence movements for some years,
serving as a Viet Cong commander in Darlac Province since 1962.
His rank was identified as brigadier comunander in 1963. (3)

(U) In mid-June 1966 2 National Front communique announced
that the patriotic self-defense forces, as the insurgent units are com-
monly called by the Comimunists, would not cncroach upon the lives
and property of any foreign resident who relrains from working for
the “United States-Diem clique.” This was the first publicized threat
with implications that the foreign residents who refused to support
the guerrillas would bo regarded by thein as legitimate tavgets for
sabotage and terrorist operations.

(U) For external propaganda activities, the National Front was
represented by nine “permanent missions” at Algiers, Budapest,
Cairo, Djakarta, East Berlin, Havana, Moscow, Peking and Prague.
In mid-1966 another mission was also expected to be set up in
Pyongyang, North Korea.
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Vietnamese People’s Revolutionary Party

(U) The Vistnamese People’s Revolutionary Party (Dang Nhan
Don Cach Man Viet Nam), wccording to Kadio Hanoi, was formed
late in December 1961 by a group of “South Vietnamese Marxists-
Leniniste” Tt was stated that the new party, operating within the
framework of the Nationul Front, was pledged to replace President
Ngo's regime with a “People’s Democratic Government.” The party
calied upon the workers, peasants, soldiers, oflicers and the members
of President Ngo’s administration to work toward this goal. The
announcement was the first public admission from the North that the
guerrilla campaign agninst the Republic was other than a sponta-
neous uprising of South Vietnamese patriots.

(U) There is enough evidence to show that the new party was
created by Hanoi as the primary instrument for controlling the
unwieldy coalition of the National Front. The action parallels that
taken by the Hanoi Communists in 1951 when the Lao Dong Party
was formed in the North to take firm control of the similarly un-
wieldy Lien Viet coalition.

(U) Inearly 1966 there were indications that in both political and
military matters, the People’s Revolutionary Party had been exer-
cising the ultimate power cf control and leadership. The party wasin
effect the southern branch of the Lao Dong Party. This fact was
brought to light in May 1962 in a captured Viet Cong docunient from
the Ba Xuyou provincial committee of the Lao Dong Party in the
Mekong Delta to the party’s district commitices concerning formation
of the People’s Revoluticnary Party.  The instruction, dated Decem-
ber 7, 1961, reads in part:

The People’s Revolutionary Party has only the appearance of an in-
dependent existence ; actually, our party is nothing but the Lao Dong
Party of Vietmuun (Viet-Minh Communist Iarty), unitied from North
to Seuth, under the direction of the central executive comnmittee of the
party, the chief of which ix Uresident o, . . . During these explana-
fions, take (ure to keep this strictly sceeret, especinlly in South Vietnam,

80 that the eneiny does not perceive our purpose. . . . Do not put these
explanations in party bulletins . . ..

Another Viet Cong doeument seized in Chuong Thien Province, also
in the delta region, in November 1964 stated that “. . . we should
realize that our conntry is one country, that the Vietnamese People’s
Revolutionary Pacty and the Vietnam Lao Dong Party are one party.
.+« There is nothing different between the two parties.”

(U) The leader of the Prople’s Revolutionary Party, variously
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known as Nguyen Van Muoi or Muoi (ue, is strongly suspected to be
a secret member of the Lao Dong’s Central Committee, Supreme
military anthority in South Vietnam, subjeet to the political roitrol
of the Lao Dong Party (Flanoi) and the People’s Revolutionary Party,
is said to be exercised by Tran Nam Trung, the “representative” of
tho so-ealled Tiberation Ariny of Sonth Vielnam and a depnty chati-
man of the Presidinm of the National Feont for Laberation. Tran
Nam Trung is believes to be in charge of the Militauy Comniittee of
the People’s Revolutionary Party, which is reported to be known to
the Snigon anthoriiies also as the Central Office for South Vietnam
(COSVN). Several Viet Cong prisoners reportedly have suggested
that he was actually Lieutenant General Tran Van Tea, a deputy chief
of staff of the North Vietnamese army and an alternate member of
the Lao Dong's Contral Committee. Another source asserted, in
February 1966, that Nguyen Chi Thanh, one of Hlanoi’s twe four
star generals, possibly was the military commander in the South. e
is o member of the Political Bureau and of the Secretariat of the Lao
Dong Party.

Potentially Subversive Elements

(S) While there are many non-Communist groups ia the country
which have grievances against the Saigon government, none of these
groups represent, a significant organized subversive threat fo the
central authorities. Since the downfall of President Ngo in Novens-
her 1963, armed elements of the Hoa Hao und Cao Dal seets which kad
engaged in insurgent activities against the Ngo regime have been
largely conciliated. Most of these elements and their leadars have
heen incorporated into the military and governmental siruetur: or
have ceased their active opposition to Saigon authority.  Some miner-
ity elements of these sects, particularly the Hona H o, reportediv remain
antagomstic to the government, and this residual oppositior consti-
tutes a nucleus for future potential unrest. (4)

(S) The only identifiable active non-Communist insurgent group.,
excluding scattered lawless gargs, is the Khmer of lower Cam-
bodia (Khmer Xampuohea Krom—KKK). This militant erguni-
zation i< Ioecated near the Cambodia border in An Girng Previnee
and consists chiefly of predominantly anti-Vietnamese Khniers
(Cambodians). Its strength is not greal, but it has persistently at-
tempted to arouse irredentist sentiment among all Cambodiuns
living in South Vietnam. Not achieving notable success in this
venture, KKK bands have resorted, from time to time, to ierroriz-
ing pro-Saigon Cambodians and Vietnamese in the area. Thesa
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bands appavently cross the Cambolian border with considerable
freedom, and the Saigon govarnment has claimed that they ave receiv-
ing support from the Cambodian Government. Contention is also
made thar their membership includes; some Cambodian citizens and
possibly even Cambodian military elements. Tt is not unlikely that
the KXIKIX movement has heen a target for Viet Cong penetration. (4)

(U) Almost ali non-Communist grouns are subject to varying de-
grees of Viet Cong infiltration. For exaiuple, according to one source,
& recent study of Vietnamese village attitudes suggests that about
1" percent of the total number of villagers were true believers in
commiunism. A veteran Far Eastern correspondent, Robert Guillain,
citing what he regarded as the optimistic estimate of a Vietnamese
souree, calculated that at least 10 percent of the members of the armed
forces were clandestine Viet Cong agents. Moreover, according to
the correspondent, a Cabinet munister in Prime Minister Ky’s govern-
ment declared that 40 percent of his administrative personnel were
Viet Cong. In July 1965, Thich Tam Chau, chuirman of the Vien
Hoa Dao, stated in a press interview that the Viet Cong had infiltrated
every organization in South Vietnam, including the military, the
churches, the administration and even the United States military
installations.

(U) Intheirefforts to agitate and infiltrate non-Communist groups,
the Viet Cong agents usually followed the tactics ef arousing ard
sharpening a feeling of enmity against the government authorisiac,
by blaming them for whatever grievances t.e various groups might
have. Themes which the Viet Cong sought to exploit included: na-
tionalism; anti-Americanism; land reform based on the recognition
of crnership rights for all) except thoso collabor:ting with the “United
Stafes pnppets”; establishment of a neutral South Vietnamese govern-
ment, ostensibly free of control from the North; promises of autonomy
for the montagiurds: and the encouragement of draft-dodging for
the students and yonth. Other potential themese were the Buddhist-
Catholic fri-ticns, worsening living conditions and civilian agitations
for an early end of military rule (seo ch. 14, Political Dynamics).

(U) The deternined efforts of the Communists to exploit under-
currents of tension, strife and dissatisfaction wherever found have
the unvarying objective of undermining the central government, Rec-
ugnizing the probable evolvement of this patteru in the political dis-
turbances of Hue and Da Nang after mid-Miarch 1966, Lisutenant
General Nguyen ITuu Co, minister of war and reconstruction, on
March 51, 1966, issued o directive announcing that the civilian and
military participants in these disturbances were, in offect, aiding the
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Viet Cong. He, in fact, declared the participants in the demonstra-
tions as being involved in “subversive activities.”

GOVERNMENT COUNTERMEASURES

(1) The scope and intensity of Communist activity have been such
that {%e government employs not only the police but also the military
and paramilitary forces on connterinsurgency missions. In addition,
the government’s civilian and military propaganda and information
organizations have the overriding objective of generating popular
support for the central government against the Viet Cong (see ch. 16,
Public Information; ch. 26, Public Order and Safety; ch. 27, The
Armed TForces).

Under the Ngo Dinh Diem Regime

Strategic Hamlets

(U) To reduce the vulnerability of isolated rural communities to
Viet Cong terrorism, a program—conceived in mid-1961—was
launched in early 1962 to construct special defenses around selected
strategically situated hamlets. Under the program, which was super-
vised by the Department of Interior in cooperation with the Depart-
ment of Civic Action, villagers in vulnerable localities were concen-
truted, by persuasion or force when necessary, into these so-called
strategic hamlets. In areas that were relutively secure the movement
was voluntary, and the concentrations were called “defense hamlets.”
The scheme served the dnal purpose of protecting the peasants from
terrorist raids and of isolating the Communist guerrillas from the
villages, thus depriving them of food, information and recruits,

(U) The defensive works of the strategic hamlet typically con-
sisted of an inner fence of bamboo spikes and thorn bushes; & moat,
the sloping sides of which were planted with mines and traps; and
an outer barrier of barbed wire. A short section of the barriers could
be moved to permit passuge.

{U) Cement, brick or stone waichiowers, manned hy members of
the local Self-Defense Corpz (now kmown ag the Popular Force),
coramanded good fields of five in all directions. Arms were alsn dis-
tributed to 100 to 150 selected men in the hamlet, Other special
security precantions taken within the strategic hamlets included cur-
few restrictions, identity eards, checks of the inhabitants to prevent
Communist infiltrations, police intervention, fire drills and security
foreo alerts.
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(U) The national government, assisted by the United States aid
program, financed the cost of malerials and equipment for schools,
first-aid stations and lecture halls, It also helped with public works
projects, such as the construction and repair of roads, bridges and
canals, and provided funds for medicines, fertilizers and sceds. Most
of the Iabor for the defense works and for civic improvements was
done by the villagers themselves, without pay (see ch. 23, Foreign
Economic Relations).

(U) The Strategic HHamlet Program progressed at a rapid pace,
although there were indications that most of the peasants were reluc-
tant to move from their established homes into hastily :onstructed
relocation camps. In many instances, it also appeared that the local
authorities were more concerned with complying with Saigon’s orders
for the specdy construction of hamlets than with the actual problem
of local defense.  As initially planned, the number of hamlets was
to reach 12,000, Dy November 1963 some 8,500 hamlets had been
established, as against 3,240 in October 1962; each hamlet contained
an average of about 1.000 persons.

Civic Action Teams

(U) The Special Conunissariat for Civie Action, created in 1955
as an agency of the presidency, was charged primarily with mobilizing
popular support for the government’s civic programs. After an ox-
pansion of its mission to include countersubversive functions, the
Commissarint was combined with the Department of Information
in 1962 to become the Department of Civic Action (see uh. 13, The
Governmental System). Civie aclion teams wers trained in part
by army specialists who, in some instances, were aided by United
States military advisers. The teans assisted the villagers in carrying
out speeial projects, particularly those in the fields of public heulth,
education, lund reform and security. Working closely with the vil-
lagevs, they were In a position to detect and report on Communist
infiltrations.

(U) When first organized the Commissariat’s main effort was
limited to work among the refugees from North Vietnam who were
settling in the Mekong Delta region. By 1462 civie action Lsams
were oporating in virtually overy province, and about 300 teams
were working in the villages of the Centrul Highlands and Central
Lowlands regions after having completed a special 2-month course
in preparation for popularizing the Strategic IIamlet Program.
These teams, composed of 20 to 30 men each, helped to construct
defenses. They were also provided with funds from which they
could male small grants to the poor and buy medicines, fertilizers,
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seeds and material for public works projects, such as the construction
and repair of roads, bridges or canals, When a guerrilla-infested
aren was cleared by the security forces, the civic action teams were
expected to move in and watch for Communist rveinfiltration while
they helped the peasants repaiv combat damage.

Five-Family Units

(U) In urban areas the government utilized the five-family unit
system in which families living in the same neighborhood were
organized in groups of five. The head of each wus directly responsi-
ble to the local administrative authorities for the conduct of the mem-
bers of his group. An important function of these units was to
cooperats with the police in <atecting and preventing subversion and
other illegnl activities.

Other Measures

(U) Captured Communists and others taken into custody as sub-
versive were given a course of indoctrination at proviucial prisons,
known as rehabilitation centers, and also at several special centers for
the detainment of political offenders, a practice which was still in use
in early 1966 (see ch. 26, Public Order and Safety).

(U) Teo counter Communist subversive efforts among tribal peoples
of the Central Highlands, government administrators in 1961 received
special instructions to respect the customs and views of the mon-
tagnurds, whom the Vietnamese had tended to look down upon as
primitive and backward. Avrmy psychological warfare units were
assigned to develop programs to cultivate friendship between troops
and the montagnards, and civic action teams were sent to their villages
to win their confidence and support. -

(U) An example of the application of subversive countermeasures
in an emergency situation was provided following the ajr attack
agrainst the presidentinl palace on February 27, 1962 (see ch. 14, Politi-
cal Dynamics)., The first step taken was the cancellation of all exit
pernmits issued before the attack in order to prevent the flight of any
plotters. Next, all planes and pilots were grounded until loyalty in-
vestigations of crewmen were completcd. Finally, the Director of
Psychological Warfare in the Departm . of National Defense sent
radio instructions to all psychological warfare cadres throughout the
country to use every possibls means to inform the armed forces and
the public of the sctual situation and encourage the people to carry
on their daily work and be alert for Communist efforts to exploit the
situation.
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Since November 1983

(U) After the overthrow of the Ngo regime, the Strategic Hamlet
Program was almost immediately subjected to a critical 1eevaleatic a,
Apart from its unpopularity ameng most peasants, the program was
criticized becuuse of its defensive concept and its deficiencies arising
mainly from ineffective official guidance. Many of the hamnlets wers
infiltrated by the Viet Cong, and, as a result, from o total of about
8,500 hamlets, only about 1,500 were regarded as reliable and fulfilling
their intended functions.

(U) In December 1963 the provisional government of Major Gen-
eral Duong Van Minh halted the program; in early 1964 a similar
type program was continued und~r Prime Minister Nguyen Khanh.
Strategic hamlets were redesignated as new life hamlefs, and the Ngo
regime’s practice of forcing villagers into them was discontinued.
Many of the former strategic hamlets were abandoned, and by mid-
1965 only about 3,000 new life hamlets existed. Iach was served by
a so-called new life hamlet cadre team consisting of five to seven
specialists paid by the provincial authoritier. Trained for 2 weeks
and expected to stay in its assigned hamlet from 3 to 4 months, the
team was to ovganize local defense, initiate limited social and economie
improvements, help train hamlet councils, screen out Viet Cong in-
filtrators and issue identification cards to persons over 18 years of age.

(U) Afier mid-1965, in an effort to counter the mounting Com-
munist insurgency, increased emphasis was placed on social and eco-
nomic activities which becams known interchangeably ss Pacification,
Civie Action or Rural Reconstruction Programs. These efforts, as
under all post-Nge Dinh Diem regimes, tended to be little more than
sporadic ameliorative measures designed to uplift, the rural people,
hopefully to make them less valnerable to Viet Cong agitators. Re-
alizing the ever-pressing nead for a more systematic and effective
nonmilitary counterinsurgency formuls, Prime Minister Ky initiated,
in February 1966, a new scheme of pacification and rural reconstruc-
tion called the Revoluiionary Development Program.

Revolutionary Development Prograim

(U) Administered in the Department of Revolutionary Develop-
ment in the Ministry of War and Reconstruction, this program, in
mid-1966, was being carried out by some 23,000 “revolutionary de-
velopment cadres,” largely of village origin. Aftera 13-week training
course at Vung Tau in information dissemination technigues, military
slrills, politieal matters, basic medical service, civie affzirs, intelligence
work, economic development and census taking, trainces were assigned,
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in teams comprising 59 to 80 armed men, to specially selected villages.
Operating only in those arees regarded as militarily securs, each team
was expected to stay in one village for about 13 weeks, with the ulti-
mate sim of winning the trust and affection of its residents to the
government side. The teams’ functions included initiating locally
neaded welfare and developmental projects, organizing local para-
military defense mensures, listing local grievances for corrective action
and i wing identification cards to the villagers. Unlike the earlier
Strategic Hamlet Program, the relccation of villagers was not under-
talken under the new program. In essence, these revolutionary devel-
opment teams vere attempting to defeat and uproot the Viet Cong
agents through the use of their own methods: building the basis of
popular support at the village level by winning the confidence of the
peasants, Their mission was to convince the villagers that the Saigon
regime recognized their grievances as legitimate and was ready and
willing to respond to them; another important objective was to spread
the notion that the national government has move to offer than the Viet
Cong in terms of peace, spiritual and material welfare and “social
justice.”

(U) Iin mid-1966 it appeared that, if successtul, the Revolntionary
Development. Program, operational in only 980 hamlets (out of some
15,000), would materially cut into the Viet Cong capability to exploit
rural areas as bases for their operations. Despite some encouraging
results it seemed more likely that the fruition of the program would
require years rather than weeks or months. Iis successful outcome
was hampered by such factors as bureaucratic red tape, the continuing
need for dedicated and experienced specialists, perennial political in-
stability in Saigon and rapidly rising living costs in both urban and
rural areas (see ch. 8, Living Conditions; ch. 13, The (tovernmental
System; ch. 18, Character and Structure of the Economy).

The Dpen Arms Program

(U) In early 1966 the government also maintained a program de-
signed to win the allegiance of Viet Cong insurgents. Officially labeled
2s Chien Hoi or Open Arms, this concept was first announced in Janu-
ary 1963 by P’resident Ngo. As initially conceived, the Open Arms
campaign had three purposes: to encourage defections tfrom the Viet
Cong; to wealen the enemy by fomenting dissension, distrust, doubt
and suspicion within the insurgents’ ranks; and to secure intelligence
about the Viet Cong from returnees (guy-chank). Becouss of the im-
portance attached to this program, a special section, named after it,
was added £o the former Depurtment of Psychological Warfare, which
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was then renamed, in February 1968, the Department of Information
and Open Arms (see ch. 18, Public Information).

(U) Leaflets vrging the Commnunists to defect are scattered over
Viet Cong-controlled territory by South Vietnamese and United States
aireraft. Messages offering incentives and encouragements to those
who turn themselves in to Open Arms’ stations located throughout
the countryside are transmitted from helicopters equipped with lond-
speakers. ‘The returnees are given full amnesty and are placed in one
of the 200 camps which are maintained for them. In the camps they
receive food and clothing and attend political reeducation crurses.
After a 4-month stay they are released and usually return to their
howme villages. Others join the Vietnamese Atiny or particinaete in
psychological warfare campaigns to induce other Viet Cong members
to defect.

(U) According to a Saigon daily, Song Moi, of April 13, 1969, a
total of 83,508 Viet Coug cadres returned to the government between
February 18, 1963, and early April 1966, Of this number, 22,538
went back to their families. During the 8 months from February to
October 1965, some 31,000 Viet Cong were reported to have voluntarily
defecter to the Saigon side; of these, 5,300 were soldiexs, and the rest
included propagenda agents, couriers, and supporters.

EVALUATION OI' THE SUBVERSIVE THREAT

{C) There is little doubt that the high level of insurgent action of
the Viet Cong military forces, coupled with the clandestine activities
of Viet Cong ageuts, poses a strong and continuing threat to the Saigon
government. The many vulnerabilities of the country make it a
fairly easy prey to persistent Communist attacks on all fronts.

(8) The Sonth ¥ietnamese terrain is favorable to guerrilla war-
fare, and the Viet Cong are highly proficient in the art. They have
established and expanded, over a long period of time, many fairly
secure hase arens which in turn have permitted them to exereise con-
tinued control over a considerable segment of the rural population.
Also, the peasant-based society of the country has proved highly
vulnerable to Communist infiltration. Secial conditions, including
isoluted living areas, have made the peasant traditionally antagonistic
toward central authority and fairly susceptible to Viet Cong encour-
agement to support its cause. Also, the inability to distinguish the
Communist sympathizer from his non-Communist neighbor at the vil-
lage level has proved to be an important advantage to local Viet Cong
activities. (4)
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(C) Religious and ethnic differences are weaknesses which give
the Communists additional oppertunities to exploit. The deep-seated
antagonism between the Buddhist majority ard the Catholic minority
has developed iato a clenvage of major proportions, and the hostiiity
between the Vieinamese ethnic majority and mentagnards has also
helped the Communists. The long-desived autonemy sought by the
montagnards, which the central government opposes, has been fully
supported by the Viet Cong.

{S) Probably the greatest wrakness in the South Vietnain struggle
for peace and independence is whe politieal instability which has
existed since the fall of President Ngo in 1963. Lacking modern gov-
ernmental institutions, this young nation is faced with the formidable
task of developing a national conscionsness under the most adverse
conditions, The major problem has been, and continues to be, the
finding of some acceptable method of achieving popular support for
the central government and to simultaneously arrange for popular
participation in the governmental process. The Communists un-
doubtedly will continue to devote their major efforts to escalating this
endemic political unrest into a totally chaotic situation which will
hasten the complete disintegration of the Saigon government.

(S) To counterbalance these vulnerabilities only a few factors can
be listed. Food and land are relatively plentiful in the country, and
under secure conditions they can be further utilized in stabilizing and
strengthening the country and the government. Most of the South
Vietnamese have common ethnic and linguistic characteristics, and
population pressures, except for wartime dislocations, are not great.
The pacification tasks undertaken by the government i its counter-
insurgency program are well conceived. Trizal and exror has shown
that the counterinsurgency effort must he total—esfective security,
skillful government administration and positively oriented political
and economic developmental programs. However, experience has also
demonstrated that successful pacification must be based on a continued
physically secure environment which is proving extremely difficult to
obtain. (4)

(S) The most significant element of strength and stability in the
difliculties facing South Vietnam is the external factor of continued
and inereasing United States wmilitary, economic and political support.
Its withdrawal, heavy dilution or neumtralization would virtually
guarantee the success of the subversive forces working against the
country and would quickly bring the country nnder Copununist
domination, (4)
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CHAPTER 29 (N)
THE ARMED FORCES AND THE NATION (U)

(8) Sonth Vietnam in late 1965 maintained a military establish-
ment of approximately 574,000 officers and men, almost equally divided
between the regular armed forces (Army, Navy and Air Force) and
the paramilitary forces, composed of three well-developed groups.
Within the regular forces the Army of the Republic of Vietnam
(commonly referred to as ARVN, or the Army) predominated with
an estimated strength of nearly 253,000. Naval strength was about
20,000 and the Air Force totaled slightly more than 12,000 men. The
paramilitary groups, which supplemented the regular forces, included
the Regional Force (formerly Civil Guard) of about 119,000 men, the
Popular Force (formerly Self-Defense Corps) of approximately
140,000 and the Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDQR) of nearly
24,000, These paramilitary organizations were utilized almost ex-
clusively for regional security, static defense and special counter-
insurgency operations. (&)

(S) Al components had been provided equipment supplied by the
United States, and after 1954 the training in the regular forces, with
the assistance of United States advisers, had followed closely Ameri-
can military concepts adapted to accommodate specific Vietnamese
capabilities and modified to meet the country’s needs in its prolonged
struggle to defeat the Comununist insurgency within its borders. (5)

(U) Throughout the history of Vietnam the people have regarded
their precolonial warriors with great respect, second only -to that
accorded to their scholars, because of their part in the centuries-long
struggle for independence from the Chinese. The people also sup-
ported the military expansion southward against their neighbors to
the south, the Chams and *he Khmers (Cambodians), in the seven-
tesnth and eighteenth centuries. National holidays commemorats
military leade.s’ successes, and lyric poetry praising war, honor, loy-
alty and militant Confucian morality has always been a favorite
literary form (see ch. 3, Historical Seiting).

(U) The Army in 1965 was a relatively young army with an in-
creasing number of combat-seasoned officers and men, Many general
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officers were still in their forties and had held a variety of assignments
in operational fieldwork. A large proportion of the oflicers had re-
ceived commissions after attending Da Lat Military Academy, had
been commissioned from ofiicer candidate schools or had recetved
hattlefield commissions. Tducational requirenients were being revised
in order that more combat-experienced soldiers and noucommissioned
officers couldd qualify for officer training. Most of the enlisted men
were youths who had been enlisted or dvafted after 1957 and who had
only limited experience in countevinsurgeney action against the Viet
Cong (a condensed form of the term Viet Nam Cong San, meaning
Vietnamese Communists—ses Glossary).

{5) Since 1284 the Avmy has gradually developed from a dis-
sension-torn, pooriy led, poorly trained force into a well-organized,
better-led, cohesive force of appreciable effectiveness. 'L'his progress
was achieved despite repeated harassments and interruptions in train-
ing caused by Viet Cong terrorist campaigns and guerrille operations,
encouraged and materially aided from North Vietnam (see ch. 28,
Subversion). Ixperience in dealing with increasing Viet Cong activ-
ity in the early 1960’s did much to improve its battle worthiness.
United States advisers, however, continued to be hampered in raising
the level of training by the shortage of capable Vietnamese officers
and by the necessity of fighting a full-scale guerrilla war coincidentally
with training. The increase in the counterinsurzency effort and the
introduction of United States combat troops served to establish 2 spirit
of mounting confidence within the Army and within the country. (4)

THE PLACE OF THE MILITARY IN NATIONAL LIFE
Heritage

(U) The Vietnamese pride themselves on the conrage and fighting
ability of their men, and they look back on a long history of bloody
wars, generally defensive buf. sometimes offensive in naturve. In the
tenth century they expelled the Chinese who bad ruled them for nearly
1,000 years and thereafter, excent for a later brief period of reasserted
Chiness occupation, resisted both Chinese and Mongol invasions (see
ch, 8, Historical Setting).

(U) The first Vietnamese military academy was established in the
mid-thirteenth century. The government at that time had a dual
hierarchy of civil and military mandsarins under the emperor. Many
generals distingmished themselves in successful defensive actions
against stronger enemy forces. Vienamese historians take special
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pride in their country's forces which stopped the formidable Mongol
army of Kublai Ihan in 1285,

(U) During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the Viet-
namese engaged in intermittent wars with the Chams and the Khmers,
their neighbors te the soutl who ocetpied most of the southern part
of what is now Scuth Vietnmm. Eventually the Vietnamese de-
cisively defeated the Chams, seized their lands and all but extermi-
nated them. The Khmers were nlso subdued, and Vietnamese control
was extended thronghout the Mekong Delta.

(U) A cult of military heroes eventually devcloped; their exploits
are cclebrated in song and story, and temples have been erected in
their memories. These celobrated events include heroic defeats as
well as great victories, as in the case of the Trung sisters who led a
revolt against the Chinese in the first century A.D. and chose suicide
rather than surrender (see ch. 8, Historical Setting). The episode
has long been a source of inspiration to Vietnamese artists, writers and
orators, and it is commemorated annually as an example of self-
sacrificing devotion to country.

Development of Modern Morces

(S) In 1949 the French, faced with the problem of the growicg
strength of the Viet Minh (see Glossary), altered their previous policy
which had frowned on independent indigenous military establish-
ments and formed the first Vietnamese regular military contingents
from the Viethamese auxsiliaries then serving with the French Union
Forces in Indochina. These carly formations contzined cadres of
French officers and noncommissioned officers, had no units Jarger
than a battalion and were entirely dependent upon the French for
logistical and technical support. By 1952 a Vietnamese General Staff
had begun to function, und by the end of hostilities in July 1954 the
Army numbered about 250,000,

(S) French cadres were withdrawn in 1955 when the Republic
of Vietnam: was created; but Frenci advisers remained until 1967.
In that same year the South Vietnam Air Force was officially estab-
lished by governmental decree, giving formal recognition to an active
air component which had been in cxistence since 1955, The Civil
Guard (redesignated Regional Force in 1964) was created in 1055;
the Self-Defense Cowps (redesignated Popular Force in 1964) in
1956 ; and a naval coastal force in 1960. The Civilian Trregular De-
Teise Geoup emerged shortly after the 1054 armistice and in 1963 was
placed under military control. Since 1954 the armed forces have
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undergone an almost complete reorganization wich United States
aquipment and assistanee,

Attitude of the People ‘Toward the Military

{1} The Ay saffered ~overe physieal and psvehologieal damage
as well s a distinet loss of prestige as a result of its participation in
the Indochina War, which culminated in the Freneh defeat in 1954.
Many peoble in South Vietnam considered that those who fought with
the French were fighting against independence. In general, those who
survived the war and becume the basis for the later Army were bitter
about, this attitude of the people.

(U) The Army’s prestige was low, not only because of the defeat of
the French but also because the ordinary soldiers, even thoso from
France, had always been looked down on by the French residents of
Vietnam. amd this attitude was adopted by the Vietnamese middlo
and upper classes, The relatively rough treatment the peasants re-
ceived from hotl: warring factions had not endeared the Army to them,

(1) Sneceeding governments, which depended on militacy support
for their survival, earried on extensive campaigns to enhance patriotic
fervor and to raise the prestige of the Army by identifying its military
and political roles with the improvement of nativnal character and
the achievement of national aims.

(S) Recognizing that secarity is the primary requirement in bring-
ing stable conditions to the country, the various governments after
1962 adopted several different programs designed to improve security
conditions in rural areas. Tho earliest of these was the Strategic
Hamlet Program which scught to protect villages against Viet Cong
attacks by regroupiug certun of them for improvement of common
defense. Later, a number of civie action and rehabilitation yrograms
were attempted in a continued effort to raise security and economic
standards and to repaiv war damages. Most of these programs in-
volved the Army and were implemented with 2 minimum ot hardship
to the rural inhabitants. As a result, the majority of the peasan(s

probably developed a friendlier regard for soldiers. An appreciable
segment of the population, however, was still distrastful of {ae Army,
and some peasunts were definitely hostile to it. ’

(U) This is particularly true of the mountain groups montug-
nards), who are highly resistaut to assimilation and show little en-
thusiasm  for any South Vietnamese governmental institutions,
However, the outstanding fightin:r qualities of these people have gen-
erally made them highly suitable for service as Special Forces troops,
and particulur efforts have been made to enlist them in those units
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(see ch. 5, Ethmic Groups and Languages; ch. 13, The Governmental
System).

(S) The replacement of French forces by the South Vietnamese
Army in 1955 had a profound etfuct on the status of officers. Almost
no senior officers or field-grade oficers of Vietnamese origir wore
trained by the French. When the French forces deyarted, the few
trained Victnunese officers advanced rapidly to the top ranks of the
Ariny. Some officers achieved high prestige among the social clite
throngh personal popularity; others, who achieved high social rank
on the basis of high military rank alone, were subject to criticism
because of their lack of education and family baclkground.

{8) As the best-trained officers moved into the top ranks of the
Army, the lower ranking officers and noncommissioned officers moved
into the mid-le ranks and set the pattern for general acceptability
on the part of the middle-class society. There continues to be a social
mobility upward, paralleling the advance of officers into the field
grades.

(») Thearmed forees in general enjoyed a rise in popalarity zmong
the urban population after their dominant role in the removal of
President Ngo Dinh Diem from office in November 1963, and they
sontinue to be held in fairly Ligh regard. The rural population how-
ever, has maintained its usunl lack of enthusiasm for any type of
centcal authority. (5)

POSITION OF THE MILITARY IN GOVERNMENT

(U) The avecthrow of President Ngo Dinh Diem by a military
coup detat in 1963 projecied the military into a position of overall
political control which it continued to maintain through carly 1966,
although no fewer than seven abrupt ehanges in governmer..al leader-
ship toolt place since the overthrov. The provious constitutional posi-
tion of the armed forces, subordinate to the authority of a civilian
['s esident, was initinlly set aside by the military coup d’etat of Novem-
ber 1963.  After June 1965 supreme authority was vested in the Con-
zress of the Armed Forces of South Vietnam (see ch. 13, The
Governmental System; ch. 14, Politien]l Dynamics),

() The Vietnamese have preferred eivilians as a source of national
leadershir. and they feel that they have had good leaders iu the
histotical pust.  Since its creation wsa republic in 1955, however, South
Viethan has been beset with political, economic, sueial and security
probluns which have inereasingly threatened its pational survival,
ThLe popular dissatisfaction with President Ngo's regime, and the
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intensification of the Communizt insurgency led to the takeover by
the military.

(S) Before the seizure of power in 1963 none of the military leaders
of the country played an important part in the formulation of nativnal
policy. Under President Ngo the military forces were an instruront
of rule, but they played almost no part in formulating that rule, After
taking over govermmental control the military gave evidence of being
troubled by fartionalism resulting fooin persousi reluilonships and
differences. They took little part in civilian political activities and
movements and, as w group, succeeded in retaining thair collective
strength and unity. With the passage of time this corporate unity
may be subject to dilution through the emergence of political align-
ments when the ruting group moves toward a more civilian type of
government.

INSURGENCY

(U) The end of the Indoching War in 1954 left Communist North
Vietnam with a highly developed eompasite politicomilitary organi-
zation, under the direction of Ho Chi Minh, capable of waging war
both as a gucrrilla underground foree and as a conventional ground
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ariy. This viganization was deployed throughout Vietnam, with
A4 . . .

about 90,000 military troops occupying portions of South Vietnam.

AT 4

With the signing of the Geneva Agreement in 1954, which partitioned
the country, most of these troops were regrouped and evacuated to
North Vietnam. Nevertheless, Ho Chi Minh left about 10,000 men
and caches of arms and equipment behind in hideouts throughout the
remote jungles of the Mekong Delta and in the moantainous region
north of Saigon as insurance against Communist failure to win the
1956 referendnm provided for by the Agreement. The newly formed
Republic of Vietnam refused to participate in the referendum, and
the stay-behind Communist force, consisting of skilled party func-
tionaries and well-trained guerrilla fighters, beenme known as the
Viet Cong and served as the nucleus of military and subversive efforts
to overthrow the government of South Vietnam and seize control of
the country (wee ch. 28, Subversion).

(U) During 1856 and 1957 ihe Viet Cong elements devoted most
of their time to recruiting and expanding their bases threughout South
Vietnam. Maay South Vietnamese Communists who had withdrawn
with the North Vietnamese forces in 1954 and had completed instruc-
tion courses in subversive tactics returned to the South to tuke up
responsible positions in the Communist movement. Military units
were sirengthened in manpower and equipment, and strong efforts
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were mads to exploit the unrest and confusion which accompanied
the establishmeni; of the new government of South Vietnam.

(U) Having received substantial increases in men and materiel in
1958, the Viet Cong embarked on a new campaign of terror and in-
timidation, Their strength mounted to about 15,000, and with rela-
tively small units, they increased the {empo of guerrilla harassment,
sabotage and intimidation of additional aveas of the country. By
1960 the Viet Cong began attacking in company-sized units and, on
oceasions, in groups of up to several battalions in strength. Mean-
while, reinforcements infiltrated from the North in inereasing num-
bers, and more local recruits were obtained by propaganda, terror
tactics and lidnaping,

(U) By 1962 the Viet Cong numbered close to 80,000 and were
divided into three main caiegories: full-time guervillas, part-time
guerrillas and viilage activists, The full-time guerrillas, organized
into companies and battalions, numbered ahout 20,000 and constituted
the hard core of the Viet Cong forces; the part-time guarrillas, ap-
proximating 40,000 in strength, weve organized on & district basis
into platoons or company-sized units. They were provided with small
arms, grenades, landmines and explosive charges and received some
training while assembled in hideouts or gnarding cached supplics.

(U) The village activists, also with an approximate strength of
20,000, were, in cffect, an active reserve in the villages. Working at
their regnlar occupations during the day, they participated in night
missions on the crders of the urea guerrilla leader. Their usual arms
were knives and machetes, but a village group on occasion possessed
several submachineguns as well as 1itles, grenades and landmines.
Viet Cong of this latier type played an important role, identifying
lucrative military targets, procuring recruits and food supplies by
intimidation or persuasion and furnishing information on the vulner-
ability of village defenses as well as the activities of Jocal government
officials and security forces.

(U) Thess thice groups, which became known as “main foree”
mits, “local” units and guerrillas, steadily intensified the campaign
of Communist aggression by stepping up the number of armed at-
tacks and incressing terrorism and sabotage despite vigorous govern-
mental countermensures.

(U) Between 1963 and 1965 the armed conflict in South Vielnam
reached new high levels of intensity. Internal political difficulties
in the country’s government gave the Viet. Cong opportunities which
it exploited. Increasingly, it enlarged its scope of activity on a broad
basis. In 1964 alone, 436 hamlet chiefs and other guvernment officials
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were Irilled, and 1,131 were kidnaped. More than 1,350 civilians were
Iilled in bombings and other acts of terror, and at least 8,400 civilians
were kidnaped by the Viet Cong. This level of sctivity continued
well into 1965.

(S) By theend of 1963 total Viet Cong personnel in South Vietnam
rose to about 30,000, exclusive of local irregulars and part-time guer-
rvillas. Since that time the figure has steadily mounted. Military in-
filtration from the North continued in growing numbers, and the flow
of weapons from North Vietnam and Communist China, particulaxly
those of larger caliber, increased. By the end of 1964, North Vietnam
apparently exhausted jts reservoir of South Vietnamese who had gone
North at the time of partitioning, and it began infiltrating native-
born North Vietnamese to bolster the Viet Cong. In 1965 this infiltra-
tion began to include regular units from the North Vietnamese Anny,
and by early 1966 the hard core Viet Cong was estimated to be close
to 90,000, reportedly including over 11,000 regular North Vietnamese
Army troops organized into about 12 regiments. The number of irreg-
ulars, including sympathizers and Cornmunist Party workers support-
ing the hard coro troops, probably has reached 160,000 or more. (2)

HIGH COMMAND

(U) Pending the promulgation of a permanent constibution, su-
preme command of the armed forces as a part of the national sover-
eignty was vested temporarily in the Congress of the Armed Forces,
composed of all the general officers of the armed forces, including the
four corps commanders, Commander of the Capital Military Region
and all division commanders, under the Provisionul Government
established on June 19, 1965. The Congress of the Armed Forces,
in turn, delegated to the National Leadership Committes the exercise
of ull power and authority over the affairs of the nation, including
military (see ch. 13, The Governmental System),

(T) The Chaivman of the National Leadership Committee acts as
Chief of State and, upon recommendation of the Minister of War and
Reconstraction and with the approval of the Committen, appoints
and promotes all general officers. The Chairman is also empowered
to award decorations and grant amnesty; based on the approval of
the Congress of the Armed Forces, he also Lias the authority to declare
war, mako peaco and conclude international agresments. The Na-
tional Security Council was crested to assist and advise the Chief of
State in carrying out his duties concerning states of emergency,
martial law or actual war in parts or in the whole of the hational

82 SECRET




SECRET

territory. This Council is composed of the Chief of State, the Secre-
tary General of the National Leadership Committee, the Prime Min-
ister, the Minister of War and Reconstruction and the Chief of the
Joint Goneral Staff (see ch. 13, The Governmental System).

(U) 'The position and titie of Commander in Chief of the Armed
Forces was not established within the Provisional Government, but
the military suthority commonly associated with that office is appar-
ently discharged by the Minister of War and Reconstruction within
the complex of the Central Executive Committee (Cabinet). Air Vice
Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky as Chairman of the Central Xxecutive Com-
mittee acts as Prime Minister and has retained the position of Com-
mander of the Air Force. The Minister of War and Reconstruetion,
who has broad directive power over defense matters, Major General
Nguyen Huu Co, concurrently holds the position of Sceretary of
Defense and in October 1965 was designated Deputy Prime Minisier.
Upon this latter appointment he was relieved of the post of Chief
of the Joint General Staff, an office which in practice also included
the functions of Commander of the Army (see fig. 1).

(U) The Minister of War and Reconstruction has an extensive staff
organization through which he directs the defense establishment and
rewnification efforts of the government. With concurrent control of
the office of Secretary of Defense, he has direct control of all aspects
of militavy activities, both administrative and operational.

(U) Directly subordinate to the Miunister of War and Reconstrue-
tion (and Secretary of Defense) is the Chairman of the Joint General
Stafl with a Chief of Staff through whom he directs the commanders
of the Air I'orce and Navy as well as the commanders of principal
field commands, installations and facilities. The so-called Joint Gen-
eral Staff is in fact an army general staff composed almost entirely
of army officers who also perform staff functions for the Navy and
Air Force. As in the case uf the Comumander in Chief of the Armed
Forces, the title and position of Commander of the Army is non-
oxistent. The responsibilities of such an office are included for all
intents and purposes within those of the Chief of the Joint Goneral
Staff.

(U) The Joint General Staff is organized along United States
Army staff lines, adjusted and modified to meet the particular require-
ments of the South Vietnamese Armed Forces. There are four deputy
chiefs of staff who have supervisory responsibility over the general
staff divisions and offices. The Depuiy Chief of Staff, Personnel,
supervises J-1 (personnel) as well s the Staff Judge Advocate and
the Adjutant General; the Deputy Chief of Staft, Logistics, is respon-
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sible for the Logistics Division and the Technical Services; the Deputy
Chief of Staff, Operations, directs J-2 (intelligence), J-3 (opera-
tions), J-5 (plans) and J-6 (communications) ; and the Deputy Chief
of Staff, Peiitical Warfare, supervises the work of the Political Wax-
fare Division.

COMPOSITION OF THE ARMED FORCES
Regular

(S) The armed forces consist of three separate services, the Army,
the Navy and the Air Torce. The so-called Joint General Staff con-
sists almost entirely of army officers and is in reality an army general
stafl which, in addition to its army duties, supervises the small naval
and air forces. In late 1965 the authorized strength of the regular
estais}ishment consisted of 290,530 men : 257,730, ground forces; 20,100,
naval forces (including 6,800 marines) ; and 12,700, air forces. With
the gradual stepping up of the war in 1965, further increases in the
armed forces were planned and will probably take place concurrently
with the buildup of United States military combat forces in the
country. (5}

{S) The combat elements of this force were: 10 operational divi-
sions; 1 airborne brigade; 1 general brigade; 2 special forces groups;
1 separate infantry regiment; 34 separate battalicns (20 ranger, 10
artillery, 4 infantry) ; 6 armored cavalry squadrons; 5 battalions of
marines; 79 patrol and river craft; 139 amphibious craft; 30 support
and service craft; 475 junks; and an air force of 363 light bombers,
transports and helicopters in tactical units. In addition, the United
States continued to operate several helicopter companies in South
Vietnam to transport South Vietnamese troops and supplies and to
help evacuate casualties. (5)

(S) These forces had adequate equipment, most of it received from
the United States. TFach division had one 105-mm howitzer battalion
and 2 4.2-inch mortar battalion (or two 105-mm howitzer battalions),
in addition to three infantry regiments, a pioneer battalion and an
armored reconnaissance company. Along with projected strength
increases, sugmentation of ground force fircpower was planned by
permanently replacing the divisional mortar battalion with a seecond
105-mm howitzer battalion, and by creating corps artillery through the
addition of five separate 155-mm howitzer battalions. Tn addition,
ground force elements were equipped with 60-tam and $1-mm mortars,
rocket launchers, recoilless ritles and 75-mm pack artillery. Armored
units organically controlled light tanks, armoved cars, scout cars and
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armored personnel carriers, Motor transport ranged from quarter-
ton trucks to 6-ton general purpose vehicles. In the Air Force only
a limited number of B-57 jet aircraft was being phased into the in-
ventory. The South Vietnamese forces were almost complotely de-
pendent. on the United States for almost all logistic support, technical
maintenance and training. (5, 6)

Paramilitary

(U) In addition to the regular military forces several types of
paramilitary organizations have been established, with the assistance
of the Army, to assist in dealing with the special problems created by
the Communist insurgency. Organized on a provincial basis, these
forces include the Regional Force, the Popular Force and the Civilian
Irregular Defense Group.

(S) The Regional Force is an armed, rural constabulary-type
organization composed of full-time personnel engaged in counter-
insurgency operations at the province level. In 1965 it had an au-
thorized strength of about 119,000 and was organized principally into
rifle companies. It was armed with light infantry weapons and was
employed jointly with regular armed forces or on separate security
missions. The Regional Force was dressed along army lines, received
regular army training and supplemented the strength of the Army
by taking over the security responsibilities in certain regional
areas. (0)

(S) The Popular Force is a nonuniformed part-time force utilized
primarily in providing static security and maintaining law and order
at village and hamlet level. Members serve in their own villages and
receive their training from Regional Force and nearby army units.
In 1965 the Popular Force was in the process of absorbing various
Jow-Jevel volunteer groups, such as Combat Youth (sometimes called
Combatant Youth), which had sprung up in some areas to bolster
the local defense and to carry out limited actions against the Viet
Cong. By the end of 1965 the Popular Toree had inereased 1 stvength
to approximately 140,000, organized into rifle squads and platoons. (6)

(S) The third paramilitary organization, the Civilian Irregular
Defense Group, was about 24,000 strong in late 1965 and was composed
of mmontagnards, formed into special paramilitary groups under con-
trol of the South Vietnamese Speciai Torces. They also received
training and assistance from United States Special Forces teams.
These special units conduct guerrilla operations against the Viet Cong
insurgents in remote areas not under government control and are used
for territorial border sirveillance. (6)

36 SECRET




SECRET

(5) The competence and effectiveness of the paramilitary forces
has improved with continued regular Vietnamese and United States
Army instructicn, Improved leadership and close identification with
the local popuiation, in addition to scurd training, have served to
raise these units to 2 position whers they have made a significant
contribution to the country’s corbat strength. (6)

(C) The Coastal Force of the Navy was originally established as
a paramilitary group known as the Junl Force. The revitalization of
this force nnder a United States assistance program and its demon-
strated value in inland waterway patrol led to its incorporation into
the regular Navy in 1965. "Che Air Force, still evolving as a vegular
service arm, has not yet developed techniques or procedures to serve
as a basis for organizing an Air Force-type paramilitary force.

MISSIONS

(U) The dual mission of the armed forces is to defend the naticn’s
sovereignty and to eliminate the Communist insurgency within the
national territory. Since the withdrawal of the French Union Forces
Trom Vietnam in June 1956, the principal task of the military has been
the internal one - ciding threats to the security of the state—first
from armed religious sects and lawless groups and currently from the
Viet Cong (see ch. 26, Public Order and Safety; ch. 28, Subversion).

(U) The Army, as the major cowponent of the armed forces, is
expected to exert the main effort in offensive operations against the
Viet Cong and at the same time to act as a ready reserve in support
of the operations of the local Regional Force and Popular TForce
against the Viet Cong. In addition, elements of the Army perforin
many important noncombat functions, most of them indirectly related
{o the improvement of internal security. Most district, provineial and
regional chiefs are army officers, and many others are on temporary
duty with government civilian agencies. The Army also participates
in many aspects of various civic action projects and provides consid-
crable assistance in the overall rural reconstruction program.

(U) The official mission of the Regional Force is to enforce the
law and maintain public order and security in rural areas. i is also
responsible for assisting other components of the armed forces in the
pacification of the national territory.

(U) The local Popular Force groups are charged with helping the
authorities in the villages and other administrative units in which
they are organized to maintain public order and secerity. They guard
against sabotage and terrorist activities and protect public works,
They are also used on emergency relief missions to local areas stricken
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by fire, flood and devastating storms. Despite their wide range of
responsibilities their police powers are limited to the apprehension of
offenders fer handing over to the police (see ch. 26, Public Order and
Safety).

(S) The Civilian Irregular Defense Group has the broad mission
of preserving national security through territorial border surveillance
and active anti-Communist operations in areas not under government
control. These units are also employed in various unconventional
operations along Special Forces lines, (6)

(U) The general mission of the Navy is to provide for the security
of the sea approaches to the country and for the protection of the
inland waterways in the Mekong Delta. It may also be called upon
to furnish water transportation for army personnel and materiel.
It is charged with maintaining a marine group capable of conducting
operations either alone or in conjunction with army forces. The Navy
also is responsible . or maintaining coastal and inland waterway coun-
terinsurgency patrels and for assisting, when called upon, customs
officials or internal security authorities operating against smugglers
or others engaged in illegal activities.

(U) The Air Force, besides providing closs air support for ground
troops, has additional missions which include attacking guerrilla
groups and installations, transporting ground forces and their sup-
plies, airlifting airborne troups, aerial reconnaissance, and search
and rescue operations.

THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AND THE NATIONAL
ECONOMY

Manpower

(S) Late in 1965 the authorized strength of the military establish-
ment was about 574,000, or about 3.5 percent of the total population.
This included those on active duty with the paramilitary forces as well
as those in the Army, Navy and Adr Force.  Further incresse in both
the regular and paramilitary forces have been forecast as a resuli of
the upsurge in Viet Cong activity. It is estimated that there were
approximately an additional 4,370,000 fit males between the ages of
15 and 49 in South Vietnam as of January 1, 19635, not all of whom
were necessarily under the continuous jurisdiction of the governmeni,
because of Viet Cong interference. About one-half of this total were
regarded as fit for military service. Iach year about 140000 males
reach military age (20 years), which is sufficient manpower base to
keep units up to their anthevized strength. (5)
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(S) There is no organized reserve system in the Army, Navy or
Air Force, but & source of general reserve manpower exists in those
individuals who have served on active duty with elements of the armed
forces and have since been demobilized. In 1965 the government
initiated a census of males in this category, Letween the ages of 2v
aud 45. (5)

(S) The manpower available in South Vietnam is sufficient for any
wartime force which can be mobilized and eifectively equipped and
trained. It is estimated that the mazimum ground force which could
be raised, equipped and trained in 2 vears’ time would be a 13-divi-
sionai force of about 304,000 men. A higher mobilization total would
threaten the country’s economic structure by diverting manpower from
activities essential for maintaining the economy. (5)

Military Budget

{U) The struggle against the Communist insurgency imposes a
burder of military expenditure which the country’s economy can carry
only with extensive foreign aid. Since independence in 1954, South
Vietnam’s yearly contribution toward the development and mainte-
nance of its military establishment hus been well under 20 percent. of
the actual cost, and the percentage has decreased with rising costs as
thn security forces have been enlarged and strengthened (see ch,
23, Foreign Tconomic Relations; ch. 24, Public Finance).

(U) The funds allocated for defense in the annual budget remained
fairly constant from 1958 to 1962 when they mounted sharply because
of a substantial increase in the armed forces. Adfter 1962 the military
expenditures rose steadily from this higher plateau and by the end of
1065 were expected to have doubled the 1962 rate. In relation to the
total budget, the portion allocated for defense declined from 44 per-
ceni in 1958 to less than 39 percent in 1961, but as indication of grow-
ing coucern over the security situation, it increased to approximately
bC percent in 1962 and wuas expected to move slig.itly higher by the
cad of 1065, Forecasts for fiscal yoar 1988 indicated that clese to 63
percent, of the tolal national budget would be earmaried for defense
(see ch. 24, Public FFinance).

(3) In 1965 the military budget amounted to approximately 25,700
million piasters (for value of the piaster, see Glossary). The United
States aid program, however, provided for an additional 70,350 mil-
lion piasters, exclusive of the cost of such mateviel ¢s weapons, vehicles,
aircraft, nava! craft and aramunition, which were also nequired vnder
the aid program. Including the cost of these items, the South Vieina-
mese Government actually paid for about 10 percent of the national
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defense costs. At the same time the allocation to the military estab-
lishment was larger by far than for any other single governmental
agency. (b)

(U) Military exper: := as have not voused any significant popular
criticisms, althongh t: ieet s exploited overtly and clandestinely
by Communist propags  sts. The human and material sacrifices
required to counter Vi mg aggression are felt keenly among the

rural population, but 1 people are in a position to reflect on the
division and expendituiv f government revenue.

FOE <IGN INFLUENCE

(S) The armed forces are almost completely dependent on the
TUnited States for logistical support, except for food, clothing and
shelter. ‘The cconomy «f the country, devastated by a war and by
increusing Communist insurgency, is still incapable of maintaining
an effective military establishment able to defend the country against
an attack from North Vietr.am,

(U) Late in 1954 the South Vietnam Government requested the
United States to undertake training functions on an equal basis with
the French. By 1957 all French training missions had been with-
drawn, and a United States Military Assistance Advisory Group
(MAAG) took over the major task of training the Vietnamese forces
and substitutig United States nethods for French ones. The training
mission increased steadily in size from about $00 in 1960 to abcut
2000 in 1961, to nearly 11,000 in 1962, to approximately 15,000 in 1963
and to moro than 23,000 in 1964. The great interest and continued
determination of the United States was expressed in 1962 when the
United States Military Assistance Command for Vietnam (MACV)
was formed in order to deal more effectively with the problems of
inereased military snpport.

(U) In 1565, with South Vietnam eritically involved in an ever-
mounting struggle, the United States initiated direct participation in
the war against the Viet Cong with combat troops, in addition to
supplying advisers. The Commanding General of MACV assumed
the additional role of commander of combat forces. United States
troop strength increased to more than 200,000 in late 1965 and was
expected to reach about 230,000 or more early in 1966. In addition,

major United States naval forces were deployed off the coast in a direct
support combat role. Ixtensive United States Air Force elements
were moved to South Vietnam, and others were assigned long-range
bombing missions against Communist targets in North and South
Vietnam from off-shore United States bases.
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(U) Direct United States combat troop presence has fortified the
United States inflnence imperied by the American advisers operating
at all command 1 statl echelons of all components of the South
Vietnamese armed firees. Also, over thie past few years, a sizable
aumber of Vietnamese ofticers and men have attended military schools
in the United States or have been sent on orientation visits to Ameriean
inilitary intallations.

() Aside from the United States, which is cerrying the main
LurJdeu of support for Sonth Vietnam, foreign influence cf a far less
significant degree has resulted from the assistance of some 32 other
allied nations. These nations have contributed various amounts of
military and civilian aid in one form or another. Australia, New
Zealand and South Korew have contr  ited limited numbers of field
troops, and a small unit is likely to be made available by the Phili:-
pine Government.  Other assistanes has included aviation crews, police
aud counterinsurgency instructors, surgical teams and various form
of encombat aid (see ch. 15, Foreign Relations).

(U) Of the IFav Bastern nations, the Chinese Nationalist armed
furees are probably the most [avorably regarded by many ranking
oificers, seme 07 whom have attended military courses in Taiwan.
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek is admired as a military leader, espe-
cially for the manner in which his Chinsse Nationalist forces have
been organized, indoctrinated and controlled.

(17} South Vietnam lias na military aliiances with other nations.
Althe  “vit 15 ot a member of the Soutie: st Asia Treaty Organizo-
tion .. ..ATQ), it receives protection as a prutocol state under Article
IV as a result of military aggressior by Norh Vietnam. The almost
total dependence on the United States for maintenanco of its economy
and aried forees gives the United States virtual veto power over
its wetions.
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CHAPTER 30 (S)

ORGANIZATION AND OCPERATIONS OF THE
ARMED FORCES (U)

(U) The armed forces of South Vietnam were activcly engaged
in early 1966 in countrywide warfare against strong Communist-led
and -controlled insnrgent forces. The extensive military aid rendered
by the United States had vesulted in noticeable modification of much
of the French heritage of the South Vietnamese forces as they had
developed and expanded in the previous few years. Although appre-
ciable progress was made in improving the overall framework and
posture of the military {orces un the field oi batile and oft, severs
limitations still existed, and the government was striving to overcome
them through improved and more efiective training and admin’ ‘ra-
tive procedures. :

(U) The high degree of centralization of authority and control
over virtually all phases of military activity caused delays and in-
Lubited individual initiative. The continuing disruptive action of the
Viet Cong (a condensed form of the term Viet Nam Cong San, mean-
ing Vietnamese Communists) and the couditions of insecurity prova-
lent throughout the count 'y greatly increased the difficulties of logistic
support and added mater:ally to the burden of overail administration
and management.

FIELD COMMAND
Army

(8) The Army Field Coramand, which had been created in 1961
and given overall resporsibility for the conduct of counterinsurgency
operations, was abolished in 1963, and - :t channels between the
.oint General Staff and feld conununus weve reestablished. This
centralized chain of command extends from the Chief of the Joint
General Stafl through the Chief of Staft to corps commanders, From
corps level it passes to commanders responsible for ths conduct of
tactical operations who may be either division commanders or com-
manders of separate units organized to carry out special operations
(seo fig. 2). (6)
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(S) 'Lerritorially, the country is organized into four corps areas
and a Cagital Military Region for parposes of command, administra-
tion and logistics. Iach corps avea embraces several provineces and
has two or three divisions assigned to it. Tha Copital Military Region
includes the Saigon-Cho Lon metropolitan area, the surrounding Gia
Dinh Province and the Con Son specinl subsecter, The corps areas
function as tactical military zones, and corps connmanders, being
responsible for internal security within their zones, exercise opera-
tional control over all military nnd paramilitary units located in the
area for the purpose of combating active insurgent operations. Air
and naval units supporting grounsi forees in lavge-scale operations
are also sometimes ander control of the eorps cemmander (see fig.
3). (6)

(S) At the end of 1965 sorps desiguations, with the lecation of
corps and division headquarters and the corps areas of responsibilities,
were as follows: I Corps, Da Nung, with two divisions, one at Hue
and the other at Da Nang, respousible {or the northerumos! provinees;
II Corps, Pleiku, with oue divizion st Kontwm and another at Ban
Me Thuot, with responsibility for the central provinces; IXI Corps,
Bien Hoa, with one division st Phu Cuong, & second at Xuan Loc and
a third at Due Hoa, responsible for the provinces between the central
provinces and the Mekong Delta; I¥ Corps, Can Tho, with one divi-
sior at My Tho, one at Sa Dec and another i Vitik Loi, with responst-
bility for the Mekong Delta. Concentrated at Saigon in the Capital
Military Region are various headquarters, including the (General
Headquarters of the Armed Forces, Headqaarters of the General Re-
serve and the Region Headgnarters itself. {6)

(S) The corps areas are divided into divisional tactical zenes, each
genevally comprising several civil provinees. For military eontrol
purposes the civil provinces ave designated as military sectors. In
most cases, nilitary officers serve concurrently as provinee chiefs and
as sector coremandlers and are subordipate to their respective division
cemmanders {ov the conduct of security operations in their provinces,
Tn those cases where & civiliau adminisivator is the province chiek, the
sentor military commander in that province is usuaily appointed sector
commander and s .cs concurrently as depnty wrovince chief. In
addition, when « gcin] security measures dictate, provinees may he
designated, singiy or in groups, as special zones and cperations con-
ducted therein are commanded directly from crops headquarters or
tho Joint General Stafl. Two such sectors, War Zones “C"” and “D,”
have peen so designated in IIT Corps ares, and intensive counterin-

surgency operations took place there in 1965 and early 1966, (6)
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South Viet»rmese Army Dispositions, December 1965 (U).
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Navy

(%) The Navy, under a Chief of Naval Operations, is composed of
a small staff section and 2 Naval Command which consists of Operat-
ing Forces and the Shore Establishments. The Operating Forces
include the Sea Forces, River Forces, Coastal Force and the Marine
Corps. The Sea Forees are divided into patrol, amphibious and mine
flotillas; the River Forces are organized into 6 river units; the Coastal
Torce, a former paramilitary group (Junk Foree) incorporated into
the Navy in 1965, consists of 28 divisions assigned to four coastal dis-
triets with headquarters at Da Nang, Qui Nhon, Vung Tau and An
Thoi; the Marine Corps is enmnposed of a marine group which is part
of the General Reserve in Suigon.  The Shore Establishments include
the Navul Headquarters, Sapply Center and Shipyaid, all in Raigon,
and the principal naval training center at Nha Trang, (6)

Air TForce

(S) The Air Force is organized into four composite wings, one each
in Da Nang, Pleiku, Bien Hoa and Tan Son Nhut (Saigen). There
is also one support wing at Tan Sen Nhut. Operating units include
two transport squadrons, four helicopter squadrons, six tactical fighter
squadrons, four lialson squadrons and one psychological warfare
liaison detachment. The principal air training center is located at
Nha Trang. Air Force Headquarters with supporting staff elements
is situated in Saigon  (6)

MANPOWER
Quality

(U) The average South Vietnamese soldier has given a good battle
account of himself over the years, Exhibiting many basic soldierly
qualities, he has nlways responded to good leadership with determina-
tion and courage. He is a peasant, accustomed to hard work, inured
to bardship, highly vealistic and possesced of o well-developed sense
of field eraft. As an individual, he is hospitable, human and moder-
ately aggressive. His peasant environment and limitations have never
permitted him the luxury of thinking very far ahcad, and, conse-
quently, he is prone to accept conditions which circumstances thrust
upon him. As a result, he is fairly fatalistic about war, accepts pain
and death with a high degree of patience and endurance, and responds
with self-discipline to adversity. On the other hand, he shows little
Initiative in unexpected contingencies.
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(U) Despite his many [avorable qualities the average South Viet-
namese soldier possesses some physical limitations. By United States
standards he is small-—only slightly more than 5 feet tall and weighs
about 120 pounds. For this reason he sometimes has difficulty in
using certain items of United States cquipment. The introduction
of the light United States Army AR-15 “Armalite” rifle ulleviated
this situation in the field of individual weapons.

{U) On the whole, the strong qualities of the Sonth Vietnamese
soldier far outweigh his weal ones. Nevertheless, two servious limita-
rions remain in the makeup of the Army—poor junior lead. -ship and
the low level of education (the illiteracy rate within the country in
1965 was estimated at more than 80 perceit). The latter, less im-
portant than the former in counterinsurgency operations, is to some
extent mitigated by the inlicrent intelligence and manual dexterity
of the common soldier, as well as by his aduptability to guerrilla
warfare.

{C) The shortage of trained junior leaders results from a combi-
nation of factors. Initially, the French trained very few Vietnamese
for leadership positions, and those so trained have now reached fairly
high positions. Junior officers and noncommissioned officers were
moved up, but their numbors required considerable angmentation to
meet the demands of increasing nrmed forees strength and the losses
resulting feom attrition. To help meet these shortages, officer candi-
dates were selected in large numbers directly from civil life; selection
was based on a minimum of qualifications, primarily educational.

() The quality of junior military Jeadership has been improved
sincs January 1965 when battlefield commissions and promotions were
introduced emphasizing battlefield performance without regard to
educational qualifieations.  Further improvement is expected to talke
place from a plan, also approved in 1965, to select from the ranlss non-
commissioned officers and enlisted men of demonstrated combat com-
peterice under reduced edueationui criteria to attend officer candidate
schools. When fully implemented, inservice personnel will comprise
almost 5¢ percent of all officer candidates,

(C) Desertion rates appear to be increasing in both the regular
and paramilitary forces. The average monthly rates through the
fall of 1965 compared to the monthly averages for 1964 wera: Regular
Forces, 3,559 versus 1,831; Regional 17orces, 1,435 versus 1,1%5; Popu-
lar Forces, 4,353 versus 3,050.  While worrisome, these figures are not
considered alarming and in many cases do not reflect the actual
situation.
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(C) Tn general, the new conseripts taken into the armed forees to
meet planned increases in 1965 consisted of city dwellers, many of
whom were previously deferved or had avoided earlier draft calls.
An appreciable proportion of these desert or abseni themselves with-
out leave soon after they have received basic training in further at-
tempts to avoid service. Many return later, and others show up in
units other than those to which assigned. A further complicating
factor is the system employed in determining actual deserters. A
South Vietnamese soldier who is absent without leave (AWOL) for
more than 7 days after being in the service at least 90 days, or who
is absent more than 30 days after having been in the service less than
90 days, is declared 2 deserter. Those who return to their units volun-
tarily may be reassigned to duty without punishment; conseguently,
it is possible for a soldier to show up several times in the statistics as
a deserter.

(C) The desertion problem is beset with other difficulties to which
the government is devoting considerable effort to eliminate. The
lack of an allotment system, low pay and family allowances (a pay
raise in mid-1965 produced early salutary results), the effects of a
long war, the separation of families and the concern of the peasant
soldier for the safety of his village home are all factors requiring
official attention in order to improve the situation. Despite the seri-
ousness of the desertion problem and the manpower drain produced
by it, as well as by casualties and discharge, the planned increases
in the armed forces are being achieved.

Source

(C) The armed forces are composed to a large extent (nearly 80
pereent) of soldiers of Vietnamese ancestry and of peasant upbringing.
The remaining 20 percent is made up largely ~ Chinese, montagnards
and Khmers. There cre representative numbers of Buddhists and
Roman Catholics among the larger segment, but these two religious
groups in South Vietnam have adopted many of the Confucian ethics,
thus eliminating sectarianism us a inajor consideration in military
personnel planning. Consequently, it has been possible for the gov-
ernmental authorities to increase their efforts toward making greater
use of ethnic and religious minority elcitents in the military estah-
lishment. These efforts succeeded in raising the number of Chinese
in the Regular Forces from about 250 in 1964 to nearly 2,500 in mid-
August 1965, and further increases were expected. Similarly, the
number of montegnards in the army has muliiplied, certain units ex-
periencing as high as a sixfold augmentation.
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(C) Further additions tu the military establishment have come
from the absorption of local irregular groups. The “Sew Swallows,”
a predominanily Chinese civii-delense group of abeit 1,000, located
in the southern delia area and recruited and led by Father Augustin
Nguyen Lac Hon, was incorporated into the vegular artay in early
1985. During the same period the Regional Forces assumed control
of 12 additienal local eivil-defense compuries raised and maintained
by religious sects, 9 from the Hoa I1ao and 8 from the Cao Dai.  These
suceessful assimilation moves have heen followed by continued efforts
fo enlist religious sect personnel as individvals and not as members of
sect nnits.

(C) Unlike the soldiers, the brlk of whom are from rural villages,
tho officers are mainly from. ' ¢ oities. Most of the top leaders have
considerable education and experience and have benefited from both
French and United States training. An increasing proportion of
field-grade officers are receiving professional military schooling, par-
ticularly in the United States, and with combat experience are be-
coming qualified fer highes command positions. With the adjust-
ment of sducational criteria, the junior officer ranks are becoming
balanced between those entering from civil life and those beingr com
missioned from the nctive ranks.

(C) The South Vietnamese Army isayonng army. Senior leaders,
including corps and division ecommanders, arc in their early forties
or younger. Vith conseviption filling the bullk of the armed forces
needs, the rank and file of the Army is bound o remain a young group.
The Department of Defense determines the compulsory retirement
ages for officers, but, in view of the youth of the officer group, this
determinstion is highly academic, except as a means of eliminating
unwanted officers.

Procurement

(C) The personnel needs of the armed forces «re met through
voluntary enlistments and by conscription. The compulsvry mili-
tary service program was initiated in 1957 and provided for the callup
of all male citizens aged 20 and 21 for a 12-month period of serviee,
The service period was extended to 18 months in 1959 and to 24 months
in 1961. In 1964 o further decree made physically fit males between
the ages of 20 and 30, with no more than four children, subicct to
induction. This same decres provided for a 3-year term of service
in the Regular Forces, 4 years in the Regional Forces and 5 years in
the Popular Forces. In the same y=2ar a nationwide collective callup
of specific age groups replaced the issuance of individual draft notices,
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and a mobilization directorate was established to administer the con-
seripiion system.

(C) By late 1965, virtually all classes of youths in the 20- to 30-year
age caterory had heen called for induction. The number reporting
has fallen short. of established goals, and stricter measiires have been
instituted to increase the effeciiveness of the <ystem.  Greater use has
heen made of an Interministerial Deferment Committee to consider
and decide on deferments for individuals within occupational cate-
gories vegarded as essential to nonmilitary programs within the
economy. Previously, such deferments had been made on a “blanket”
hasis, which exempted large blocs of draft eligibles without detailed
serutiny and justification. Individuals with critically essential skills
who are given defermenis remain sul-ject to induction in place and ure
to be given limited military training during certain periods of the
workday, in the evenings, over weekends or during slzck periods on
the job. These individuals are considered available for active duty
in case of general mobilization.

(C) Additional steps taken to reinforee conscription have included
intensified efforts on the part of all law enforceinent agencies to ap-
prehend draft evaders and the issuance of a governmental directive
calling on all public and private enterprises to stop salary payments
to all workers between the ages of 20 and 30 who do not have a valid
deferment or a physieal disability. In the case of students and civil-
ians who have been studying abroad, a late 1265 government order
limited deferieents to 6 and 12 months, respectively.  While it is hoped
that these mieasures will raise the induetion rate to more satisfactory
levels, the government is reportedly prepared to adopt more extreme
measures, if necessary. One such plan would reduce the draft age
to 18 and further tizhten deferments, particularly for students.

(S) Initially, all conscripts are sent: to military training centers for
basic training. Tacilities at these training centers are sufficient to
accommodate the more than 50,000 yearly input of both conseripts and
recruits. After compleiion of basic training, a proportion of the en-
listed men ure selected for further training, but the majority are as-
signed directiy to recetving units; a small proportion go into the Navy
and Air Force. (1)

{(U) The Viet Cong have been using every means to disrupt con-
seription in South Vietnam. They conduct intensive recrtilment
for their own units, utilizing the techniques of false promise, intimida-
tion and terror. Their propagonda campaigns urging druft evasion
are both subtle and direct, and in certain areas they have employed
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carefully executed civic-action programs te sway the loyalties of the
youthful peasant population.

TRAINING
Army

(C) Since its formation in 1919 the South Vietnamese Army has
been faced with the major problem of organizing and improving
itself while concurrently ehgaged ir active military operations. Un-
der these circumsiances training has been difficult and slow in reach-
ing desired levels, The switchover to United States methods in 1957
and the introduction of United States advisers have proved increas-
ingly effective in raising training standards and improving results.

{(S) The Training Command, under direct conirol of the Joint
General Staff, provides staff guidance and direction for all military
training in the armed forces. The general system of military train-
ing and edneation is patterned sfter ihat of the TTnited States and
consists of installations and facilities which conduct basic (receruit
and consrript) training, technical and speciaiist training and leader-
ship training. The military eduention system provides schooling for
regular and reserve officers fram branch to Stafl College level. (4)

(S) Aumy training, supervised by United States advisers, is based
on standard training cycle programs. The 32-week cycle consists of
six phases which begin with basie combuat training of 8 weeks and
continues through various wut {runing levels, including division
maneuvers. The increased activity of the Viet Cong, particulurly
since 1959, has caused a shift in eniphasis from conventional to coun-
terinsnrgency and counterguerrills training. (4)

(S) After entry into the Army and receipt of their mitial basic
training, about 40 percent of both recruits and conscripts are selected
for specialized Branch training.  'The majority move ob to units within
their assigmed combat branch where they participate in basic and ad-
vanced unit training.  Noncomnmissioned officer (NCO) training and
specialized training, such as Ranger, are conducted concurrently
with other phases of iudividual training for especially qualified
personnel. (1)

(S) The principal source of regalar officers is the Naiional Military
Academy which trains officers for all branches of the sarmed forces.
Cadets ara appointed second lieutenauts after graduation and are cither
assigned directly to troop nnits srsent to branch schools for specialized
training, The major source for reserve officers is the oflicer candidate
school. Candidates who successfnlty comiplete the course of ins=truc-
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tion are not commissioned upon graduation (2= in the ease of military
academy graduates) bnt are assigned to troop units as student officers
and becoine eligible for promotion to second lientenant after a 6-month
period of s:tisfactory service.  Attendanee at higher military schools
is by selection, as is oversess training (principally in the United
States). (4)

Navy

(S) The replacement of French advisers by United States personnel
in 1957 did much to spur the development and expansion of specialist
training in the Navy. Three phases of shipboard {raining have re-
ceived Inereasing emphasis under United States nnval avdvizers: bridge
techniques, underway training amd team gunnery. {4)

{(5) Tnaddition to receiving inductees and recruits from army rrain-
ing centers, the Navy also trains a limited number of 1ts own recruits
in naval training centers. This permits the introduction of certain
naval aspeets into basic training and la,s the groundwork for later
technical naval training.  Technical training of selected naval enlisted
personnel for specialty ratings is provided in technieal schools which
conduct both basic and advanced courses. Advanced training is of-
fered to limited numbers of selected personnel, either through at-
tendance at United States Navy schools or aboard United States fleet
units on station in Far Xastern ports. (4)

(S) The prenvonderance of junior naval officers enter the serviee
from the Naval Academy rather than from the National Military
Acndemy or the officer eandidate sehool. A fter commissicning, naval
officers receive practical training in ship-handling tactics afloat. Ad-
vanced training is also made available at United States Navy schiools
and with United States fleet wnits, (1)

(S) The Marine Corps trains most of its enlisted recruits in its own
training center and provides unit basic training at the home bases of
various marine battalions. Specialist and advance training for en-
listed personnel foliows the nrmy pattern, and much of it is provided
at army facilities. The majority of marine officers are supplicd by
the National Military Academy; althougli small numbers coms frou
the officer candi-lite school or ave commissioned directly from the
ranks, Those oflicars recely ine direct connnissions nre trained io short
courses ith fiald untis. Marme odicers enjoy the same opportunities
as those in the other services Tor selechion for advanced traivine in the
United States or with the United States Naval end Marine flent
anits. ()
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tion are not comissioned pon sraduation Gas T the case of nelitary
actiderny graduates) but are assigned to teoop units as student officers
and beconie eligible for proinotion to second lieutenuet after a t-month
period of satisfiwtory service.  Attendance al higher military schools
is by selection, as is oversens traning (principally in the United
States). ({)

Navy

(3) The replacenment of French wdvisers by United States personnei
in 1957 i much to spur the development and expansion of specinlist
truining in the Navy, Three phases of shipboard training have re-
ceived increasing emphasis under United Staf.= naval advisers: bridge
techniques, underway training and team gunnery. 14)

(S) Inaddition to receiving inductees and reerti..: from army train-
ing centexs, the Navy also truins n hmited 1eimber of its own reeruits
in naval training centers. Thiz permits the infroduction of certain
naval aspects into hasie training and lays the groundwork for later
technical naval training.  Technical training of selected naval enlisted
personnel for specialiy vatings is provided in technical schools which
conduct both basic and advanced courses. Advanced training is of-
fered to limited numbers of selected personnel, either through ut-
tendance at United States Navy schools or aboard United States fleet
units on station in Far Eastern ports. {4)

(S) The preponderance of junior naval officers enter the service
from the Naval Academy vather than from the Nationnl Military
Academy or the officer candidate sche.ol. A fter commissioning, naval
officers receive practical training in ship-hundling tactics afloat. Ad-

ranced training is alsn made available at United States Navy schools
and with United States fleet units. (1)

(S) The Marine Corps trzins most of its enlisted recruits in its own
training center and provides unit basic training at the home bases of
urious marine battalions. Specialist and advance training for en-
listed personnel follows the army pattern, end much of it is provided
at army facilities. The majority of warine officers are supplied by
the National Military Academy, although small numbers come {rom
the oflicer candidate school or are ecainmissioned directly from the
ranks. ‘Theo.e officers receiving divect commidssinns are rained inshort
courses with field units. Marine oflicers enjoy the same opportunities
a8 those in the other services for seleetion for advanced training in the
Uniied States or with the United States Naval end Marine flect
units. (4)
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Aiur Force

(S Aar Forer o uning 15 cotnducted under e diveet supeiyizion
of the Deputy Chief of Statf) Trainine, Air Foree Headguarters,
United States advisers are nzsigned thraughont the Air Force, bat
much of the Unifed Stares ascistaner is provided throngh eontraet
techrical representatives, mobile fraining teant: and varions opera-
tional and school prograns conducted at United States Air Foree
installations oversens and in the United States. Consideruble prog-
ress wis made in 1965 in establishing new rraining courses in fields
such as electronics and air observer training, (4)

Schools

() The increased tempo of military action against the Viet Congr
and the gradual expansion of the armed forces have caused the estab-
lishment of a compreheusive syster of tyvaining installations and
military schoole. These insta’lutions and fucilities are improving
steadily and ure turning out. inereasing numbers of trained officers and
skilled technicians available to the armed forces (see table 2).

{C) The Command and General Staff College, which war organized
i 1936, 1s the highest institution in the military education system.
Its 12-month course for field officers offers instruction in staff and
command techniques, in combined operations snd in general academic
subjects, The 5-month course for seleeted company grade officers
provides truining in statl procedures. Short referesher courses for
limited numbers of officers in the grades of lieutenant colonel and
colonel are held periodically to keep them abreast of important poliey
changes and aequaint them with the employment of new weapons.
The course of instrictinn is well develonnd and well conductz? by a
capable staff and faculty.

(€*) The Nutional Military Academy was established by the French
in 1948 in TTue and moved to Da Lat in 1950. Originally a 3-yem
institution, its program was extended to 4 years in 1961. In August
1962, however, due to the shortage of ]umor officers in fieid units,

W uuc U‘LDIS ‘um xuulu'u
yo:n"s. The first I)mted States advisers were

o

its Nn‘nvulum to
assigmed to the nczulemy in 1955, and since that time much has been
accomplished in converting the school into a true academy that can
produce career oflicers with a sound, if limited, basic college education
and a broad knowledge of military subjects, In order to increase the
flew of junior ofticers into the carcer ranks, a junior military academy
has been developed at Vung Tau. This fucility reportedly functions
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ax o geioral preparatory sehool for selected persennel interested in
apermaent ceryiee cvee as mlitary oficers, The actaal conree and
method of selectinee cindents s not clear.

(=) The Thu 1rue Military Schools Complex, stavied in the mid-
1930°s, has become one of the largest and one of the most impertant
mihtary traming institutions in the country,  Originally, it was the
site of the Thu bue Ofticers” Candidate School which was established
to prepare student: for reserve commissiong, The insiallation was
ex unded progressively with the addition of special courses 1n artil-
lery, engineering, ovdnanee, transportation and signal communica-
tiong, and by 1958 1t had graduated almost 3,300 reserve oflicers.
Branch schools developed out, of these speeial courses, and the com-
bined scheols became known as the Thu Due Military Schools Com-
plex.  Inereassd military needs have vaused further expansion of the
Complex, and by late 1965, 12 hraneh schools, the Marine Corps Train-
ing Center and the Bund School had been included within its opera-
tions.” The Officer Candidate School conducts a basic sourse lasting
&%, wonths; but the branch schools, which train both officers and
enlisted men, offor courses which range from several weeks to several
months, depending on the difficulty of the subject matter. (1)

(U) The Avined Forces Language School was established in 1956
as an English-language school, and its courses are designed to give
officers and enlisted men a working knowledge of English before
cuteiing foreign military courses or engaging in advanced training
with United States military units,

(5) Training at the Noncommissioned Officer Academy is con-
ducted principally iu eyeles of 3 months, The course coutent is similar
to that used by the United Stutes forces and reportedly is producing
very good results, (4)

(U) “whe »ilitary Dog Training Course is a relatively new phase
of training which has been adopted to increase the effectiveness of
security systems in general. Most of the dogs have been obtained from
the United States, and the initial instructors in this program have
been United States advisers.

{U7) The Millinry Medieai Sehicol, an adjunct of the Tiniversity
of Saigon, occupies modern ficilities and conduets a comprehensive
program of medical instruction with a capable staff of instructors,
Of the 13 courses tunght during the 1964 calendar year, only 1 was
offered to medical officers.  This course, lasting 26 weeks, dealt with
the itechniques of field surgery and qualified graduates as unit sur-
geons. Three other courses, ranging from 4 to 12 weeks in duration,
offered orientation to medical students and enlisted men in general
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vedoad cobiects The retaitnng 4 conraes tonmed enlieeed G Y

curns as generad wedieal attendant < mi hen and ttee bearvers o as
medical specialists i the fields of general medicine, dentistey, anes
thesiolney and Tboratory and N-ray technigues.

(1) The Militars Medieal Sehool s also responsible for ihe con-

duct and supervision of a program designed ta pracioe doctars,

dentist2 and pharmacists for the armed forees, Tacl year a B-day
competitive examination is given at the sehool to seleet maedieal, dental
and pharimacy student= for diveci commissions, Students selected
under this progenm are commissioned and reecive recualar militaey
pay in accordance with thety rank while they eomtinue their studies
at the Faculty of Medicine.  Upom groduation they are required to
pay back each year of training uader the program with 2 vears of
active duty.  Sinee medical students study for 6 years,  student could
enter the program in his fivst vear of study and be given the rank of
student officer. At the end of his first year he womll progress to
second Tentenant, and at ihe end of his thivd year he wonid I pro-
moted to fiest lieutenant.  Lle would continue as a first lientenant and
after 3 additional years would gradnate and enter on active duty with
a 12-verr obligatien,  Similer rank progression talkes place for phar-
maey and dental students, but their course of study lasts for 4 and 5
years, . efrveely,

(U) The Logisties Management Sehool and the Psychological War-
{are seiwot train personnel in these two important specialties in
eourses of varving bmgths. Logisiies management is a compara-
tively new doctrine which i taking an inereasing importance, and
much of the instruetion has been devised by United Sfates advisers.
Psychological warfare haz long been recognized at all levels as a most
important irgredient in the fvpe of insurgent warfare faced by the
Vietmunese  In recognition of this fact and of the rising need for
uore persornel trained in thiz specialty, the intellizgence trainire, o
part of the former Intelligence and Peyveheological Warfare School's
enrrienlin, was transferved fo o cohonl of it mung :u-!-!niui!g: tho
schedulingr of additional elasses at hoth faecilitios.

(S) The various basie training venters operated by the Training
Comy and are pramarily engaged I the training of secruits or con-
seripts, Clourses average § weeks in length and cover clementary sub-
jects relating to niilitary combat.  Courses at the ranger and regional
warfare training certers are variable and relate to “commanda™ and
guerrilla-lype tactios, respectively.  LCerzonnel receiving this instene-
tion are either gelectees or individuals who have previously received
some basic military training, (4)
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() Uhe Nl Ty vt Nba Vreang provides the fall

pevtram of paved sewaminge for b b oflieers and enliseed wen, i

additien tybas b g pectalist conrses ranging from S to 29 weelis

are given at the «o nnienl training schools,  Advance specinbist eonpses

of rom S o e veeis arve avainble for advanced pecoroe? e
skill areas 1)

(C) The Noval Gendomy prevides S-year conrses, and {vo classog

of abour 10¢ mud<kipmen encl are comdducted concnrrently, The cur-
viculum 1= paderesdalior the United States Naval Academay aed in
hudes semsnnu=hip, ordicoies, colnmunications, navigation, noaal
architecture, elecariety, ennnery, shiphandling and meteorology.
The varions craft atfaehed to the training ecnter are utilizad to provide
practical training exereizes,

{3) The Naval Training Center at Saigon is used primarily for
the training of conscript personnel of the River ¥orce. Lvery 10
weeks an S-week course is given to newly indncted perseunc! in

basie mibitary and naval teaining. A comrse for naval ieserve officers
1= also provided suthe Saigon center. (4)

(3) The Air Feree Training Center conduets the only incountry
pilot training for oflicers in the South Yietnamese Air Force. Most
pilots, however, complete their training in the United States.  Courses
for «b=ervers, mechanics and other specialists are provided at thae
Cenler on a vuriable basis. (4)

LOGISTICS
Army

Supply and Maintenance

(5) Within the Joint General Stafl, the Deputy Chief of Joint
Stafl, Logistics, excrcises overull stafl supervisinn of the loglstie sup-
port ¢ stem.  The Ariny maintains a logistical command in each of
the t..  ¢orpe areas, which supporis all units and facilities throughout
the corps area.  Each logistical vommand operates a number of for-
ward feid depots from which supplies are distribaiied to stsing units,

1

The five Technieat Services-—Signal. Ordnanes-Chemieal, Quarter-
nuster, ngineer and Medieal—opervate base depots which serve as
stock control points and maintain inveitory stocks {or issuo to field
depots.  In the ease of POL (Petrolenm, Qils, Lubricants), smmuni-
tien and rations, suppiv point= are established as eay be necessarvy
to Lring these classes of supplics wo close us practicable to the field
fovees, ‘I'ne Techuieal Yervices provide ~emmon-item support to all
elements »f the Army, Nuvy, Muavine Corps snd Aie Force. (1)
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(Y The recvipt, slorsge and osone of sapplics fellow w parers

stiilar to thai caiploved Ty Tadte D rtates forees Tleaever, the <ap

ply system s sevionsly attectod by tne Taek of adegna i and
lines, limited numbers of frained personnel, Tack of propor storiee
spaece awd shortaees in cquinment,. .\ canpiicatingy Drerar s ife o

creased diflicalty beine experienced b die Toiied States i Lrineraag

in heavily expandad quantitios of militney sl Inoearly 1959 0w
port. arcas under developient sinee mid- 1965 <G Iacked deepwater
piers and warehonze space, ean-ing longe delavs in unloadine cnreves

and subjecting suppiies to deterioralion from open Dei W slorag

The number of iransocenn jet transport and eargo planes which eun
he utitized in supply operations is alzo limited by erowded conditions
at ex'sting & oefields and by the nonavailability of additional tanways
at new airfietds =t under construction,  The use of eronpg trans-
portatioi to move supplics inland has beein seriousdy impeded by Viet
Cong interdietion, hut the extensive use of Lelieopters has alloviated
thiz condition (o« cortain Jdeeree. 14}

(3) The general schewe 0® maintenance and vepair of mageriel fol-
lows the four-level sysiem currently used in the United Seates Army.
Primary muintenance is perfermed by the naing unit : seeend and third
levels are performed by direct-support field units and fixed facilities,
respectivelv.  Major repair and overhaul is accomplished at central
or o, cdepotss The average Vietnamese <oldier is lneking in meehan-
ieal skilt .. as Bitle appreeiation of the peed for preventive mainfe-
nance an { periadie inspection procedures. Tniprovement along these
Iinex is being myude thraugh infensified Taired Studes instroction aid
g, (1)

Mcdical Service

() The Tlitef Surgeon, Vietnarese Armed Forees, is responsible
for medical care in wll three of the miihitary serviees, Key members
of hisstaff are an army surgesn, 0 avy xavgon, an air foree surgeon
and a special forees surgeon. Al hospitals in (he armed forees ave
army farilities; the Navy, Air Foree and Special Forees operate only
dispensaries. Madieat sections with Yiodied - Gencholding capaeity
are loeated in the admizosirative and Togistienl elements of the Re-
gional and Popular Forees.

(1) The wilitary medical progrua includes gereral. station and
field hospitale and is being expunded to cope with easualties whieh
have inercased with the infensificoiion of the wai eftort against the
Viet Ceng. Aboul 250 beds are now available in the two generu
hospitals in the vie ity of Saigon and the one situated in T Naog.
bt each facility i3 reportediy to be expanded undsr con-tricting pro-
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grams i .o etad for caompletion in fiseal year 1966.  Thirteen station
hoespitals are located throughout the conntry, and four field hospitals
ars serving strategic areas i which major counterinsurgency opera-
tions are 1aking place. A United States-sapported rehabilitation
program {or dizabled veterans was initiated in the fall of 1965,

£ 1) The basic system of evacnaticn of sick and wounded is based
on e viilization of ambulance seetions, organic to the Division Medi-
enl Company, fo transport patients from tactical unils to medieal
facilivies located in reav arens. Faacuation of patients from the divi-
ston zone to station and general hospitals and the movemnent of pa-
tients from ono hasptal to anvther are performed normaily by
ised-wing alceraft.  For battiefield evacuation, heavy use i made
of helicopters beeause of the inaceessibility of many operationad areas
and the insecurity or inadequacy of road nets.  One doteoeting feature
ot helwopter evacuation is that by many instanees casnaltics wce being
overevacuited to fixad Lospitals fur to the rear instead of beng treated
at:d returned to duty by the regimental or divistonal medical units,

{17y Indicative of the role the Army plays in the program of re-
bilding the commtry is the participation of military persounel under
the Medical Chvie Action Program (see eh. & Living Conditions).
Thess medieal tewms have heen very effective in convineing the rural
population of the govermment’s interest in their welfave.

Navy

(3) lmmediate sepervision of the naval supply and maintenance
system i performed by the Logistics Division of the Naval Staft.
The hinb of this system i3 the naval supply center and shipyard at
Saigon which supplies and repuirs nost of the navy’s ships. Facilities
al this installrtion include well-equipped macline shops, adequate
drvduock facilities and machinery whirh will permit the overhaul of
aeenngoing vessels as well as small ernft. While zame spare parts
cug beomade at this shipyard, heavy paval nateriel support of all
sinds is supplied from United States souvces. (4)

{8} Sinee the United Siates provides all the niveradt in the South
Vidtnanese imventore, alust ali support materied is also of United
States origin. While military aii and supply support move directly
iuto Vietuamese Air Force channels, » high percentage of aiveraft
maintenines is performed diveetly by United States contract person-
nel. (1}
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(8} 'The chief air force depot at Bien Hoa, just north of Saigon,
is the major supply and maintenance center. It is comparable to an
augmented United States Air Force field maintenanee unit and jis
capahle of providing satisfactory support for all assigned aircraft,
Plans reportedly were developed through fiseal year 1966 which in-
cluded activation of four materiel squadrons. These additional units
are exprected to be suflicient to develop adequate field maintenanco and
base support capability at all primary airbases. (4)

PERSONNEL SERVICES AND SUPPORT
Ranks

(1) The structures of rank in the Army, Navy and Air Force
broudly resemble those of the corresponding French forces, but since
1962 increasing numbers of changes based on the United States systems
have been introduced (see figs. 4, 5 and 6). Lhe o duties and
responsibilities of officers and enlisted men in the various ranks and
grades parallel those in the United States forces. There are no war-
ront officer grades, and only a few active duty officers hold senior
general officer ranl as high as lieutenant general.

(17) Thelatest adjustment in the rank structure of the armed forees
occurred in November 1065 and was Himited to general officer grades.
The title of gunerai of the army was created as the highest grade in the
Army, and the ot her general officer grades were adjusted to correspond
exuctly with these in the United States Army. Deing the predomi-
nant, service element, the A my las more senior officers on duty in both
command and staff positiona.  DBecnuse of s linited size the Navy is
commandud by a captain. The eommand of the Air Force wag re-
tained by Major General Nguyen Cao Ky when he assumed the posi-
tion of pri;me minister in 1965, General Ky also enjoys the title of air
vice marshal, e honorary distinetion awarded him in 1964

(1) 'The insigmia of rank of all general and flag officers corresponds
to that of the TTnited States. (ieneral and flag officers wear silver
stars, the pumber ranging from one for a sub-general or sab-admiral
to four frr a senior general or admiral ine the Navy « .1 Ady Foree and
to Hive for a superior general (general of the arimy) in the Army.
The basic insignin for other officers n the Army and Air Foree ie a
stylized plum blossom in silver for field grades and in gold for com-
pany grades. Senior-grade superior officers (colonels) and senior-
grade jumior officers (captaius) wear three; intermediate-grade
superior officers (lieutenant colonels) and intermediate-grade junior
officers (first lieutenants) wesr two; junior-grade superior officers
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Vietaamese Title , Yranslation ] United States Ron! Insignia

Eouivolen)

QFFICERS
Tshoyvdad sdsd "
Thuong Tueng Superior Gansrol  |Genaral of the Army | | M W|
— DN SRR I G bt 10, .
i m
Doi Tuong Senics Gensrel General W% j
Trung Tueng Intermediate Gunorc. Lisvlenant General Y
Thisv Tuong Junior Geasrol Major Gensrol
Chuan Tueng Sub Generol Brigedisr General
et T N
: . enior Grade
Dai Ta Supsrior Officer Colanel
Teung Ta Intermediaic Grada |{i4ytenant Colona!
Supsrior Oflic «
Thiew Ta | Junivr Grode Mojor
Suparior Officer
Doi vy | 5??"'"_6,1"‘_,‘“ Coptain SO
: r.—ﬁj\" 3
Trunp Uy lnv-m-d(-ﬂ'- Grods |fisy1 Ligutenant ] M"f !
. T B [ S (k]
Thisu Uy Juaior Grade Second Lisutenont .;% 121
Junior Olficer ? %
) Nons[Cade! Militory r
Chuon Uy Student Oflicer meodemyd
. —_ !
SinhViea 5i Guon | Siudeat Officer None [Officar
Condidote Condidate)
ENLISTED MEN
Feo .
Thuong $i Nhat!® 4505'-;:;'&':"&:60 Sergenn Mojor
.
Thuong 8i 18 !Sup"iol Grade NCO | Firit Serguant
Teang $i Nbar!®) Sanior Grode NCO  [Sergeant First Clags
L T =
Teung $i 16} .n.:&n’-dm. Grous [Sergaunt f\\\:()l'm

N ~
Ho i Nhat'®! Iunior Giode NCO  |Corporal EZ@%

Biah Nhot Private Fint Class  |Private W"J'

no 5i8 Low Grode NCO Privare £i

8inh Nhi Private Secand Closs {Recrunt NONE

Tcung Dinh Able Sadied Mun None [Conscript) NONE
11} Silvar stoss. 7} Gold dise
12) Silvar plum blossoms 18 Silvar dise.
3} Gold plum blossom:. 19) Theee silvar chaviant
14) Gold dite with ¢ d teter in geld. {10! One silver chevron
(5) Gold disc with raiced latter in red 11 Oae silver. 1wo gald chavean:.
16} "$i." 1he Vietnamess term 'zs “etdany © 17 Tuwe gold chavrons.

is also opplied 1o NCO's 13} One gold chevron

Pigure 4 (U). Ranks end Insignia of the South Vietnamese Army, 1966 (U).
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United States

Hai Quan Trung Uy

Junisr Navid Officer

Vielnamese Title Tronslstion Equivatent Rank Insignia
QFFICERS
\ "
Do Doc Senior Admirol Admiral
|
Pho Do Dot Intermediale Admiral| Vice Admiral "
Ul
Os Duc Junisr Admiral Rear Admiral
Pho De Doc Sub Admiral Commodore
Senior Grade
Hal Quan Dei Ta Supsrior Coplain
HNoval Officer
Intermedivtie Grode
Hoi Quan Trung To Superior Commaonder
Naval Officar H
Jenics Ciods omt
. . Liovtenany
Hai Quan Thiev Te  |Supaer
Navgl Olficer Commonder
. Senior Grude .
Hai Quon Dai Uy Junior Naval Dificer limulenan
Intetmediote Grade |[lieutonant

Junior Grade

Hoi Quon Thisu Uy

lunior Grade
Junior Naval Officer

Ensign

Chuon Uy

Student Officar

None {Codet Naval
Acodamy|

< ENLISTED MEN

Thuong Si Nha(3]

Senior Grade
Superior Paviy Oflicad

Senior
Chiel Petty Olificer

Thuang Si

Superior Grode
Ponty Officar

Chiet Pelty Olficer

Trung $i Nhat

Senior Grode
Pstiy Ollicer

Potly Officer Firnt
Class

T f intermed ote Grode | Petlty Officar Second
tung Si Petty Officor Class
™ Junior Grade Petty Officer
Hao 5 Kko) Petty OMicer Third Cluss
c law luaiar Greade < .
Ho Potty Oflicer saamen
Thuy Thu Low Grade Seomon |Seamon Apprentice

1) Silver stars

12) Gold colored alripes.
13} “5i." the Vielnamois term for "‘student,” is alte applied 10 NCO or peity olficer.

(41 Conler siripy: w
{5] Cenler chevron:

hite
light blve.
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Vietaamese Title Translation U;::::'I::!'n Ronk Insignio
QFFICERS
R . 1
Dai Tuong Senjor Generol Genoral
. g u;
Trung Tuong Inte;mediate General Linutancnt Generol
;“’" ()
Thisu Tuong Junior Genaeral tojor Gareral @—]‘ )
- — :
Chean Tuonp Sub Generol 8rigadier General ' \L i
Doi Ta Senicr Grade Colanel T 7f77 k e 2
Supserior Officer e @ﬂ
‘_7 — ——
Trong Ta Intermediate Grade | {iewtenont Colonel
Svperior OHicer
isu Tp Y .t Grad | .
¢ ThiewTe Sup'cr[u':“g"irov }Mmor
Dai U Senior Grode
i Tunior Officer | €oP'*
Trung Uy I":‘:’:::’gl"';::':“d' Firet Lisutenant
Thieu U Junior Grade ieut
inu Uy enior Olficar Second Lievienant
C None(Cadet Air
Chuan Uy Student Ollicer Force Atademyh
. . Sludent Olficer Nono (Officer
$inh Vian §i Quan Condidal Candidate)
ENLISTED MEN
Thuong 5i Nhai (¢} s‘g&:’ Gl'ﬂd.co Sargeont Major
Thuong §it¢! Superior Grade NCOJ First Sergeant _T
Trung §i Nhat!®! | Senior Grade NCO | Sergean’ Finst Class
Yiung 5ilél lnlﬁg-odmu Grode | Sergeont
Ha i Nhat8] Junior Grade NCO | Corporal
He 5il8) Low Grade NCO Airman Fint Class
Binh Nhat Privole First Class Airmaon
Dinh Nhi Piivote 3acond Cloi| Recrvit
Trung Dinh Able Bodisd Man Hoawe (Conscripl]
{1 Silvac stors, (7} Gold dise.
(2} Silver plum blossoms. 18) Silver disc.
{3) Gold plum blossoms. (9} Theen silver chevrons.
(4) Gold disc withraised letter in gold, (10) One silver chevron.
15) Gold disc withrnised letlar in red. {il) One silvar, 1wo goid chevrons.
[6) “'Si,” the Yistnomese tarm for “sludent,” {12) Two gold chevrons,
is also cpplisd to NCO's. 13) One gold chevron,

Figure 6 (U). Ramks and Insignia of the South Vietnamesc Air Force, 1968 (U).
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(majors) and junior-grads junior oflicers (sccond lientenants) wear
one. Student officers and student officer candidates (no equivalents)
wear a round dise with a gold and red “a™ (aspirent), respectively.
The two highest noncommissioned officers wear a gold or silver but-
ton. The foregoing insignia of rank are worn on the shoulder boards
of the dress uniformy, on the collar of the shirt or on the center of the
left breast of the field uniform. The insignia for other ranks in the
Army are inverted chevrons worn on the left sleeve: three silver for
senior-grade noncommmissioned officer (sergeant first class), one for
intermediate-grade noncommissioned officer (sergeant), one silver
above two gold for junior-grade noncommissioned officer (corporal),
two gold ... low-grade noncommissioned officer (private first class)
and one gold for private fivet ~las fopivals).

(U) Navy insignia of rank closely follows that of the United
States Navy. Officers below flag rank and rated enlisted men wear
gold stripes; seamen wear inverted blue chevrons.

(U) The characteristic air force insignia consists of a pair of
separated gold wings siruated above a gold star. This device, in
addition to rank insignia, is worn on the shoulder boards hy officers
and senior noncommissioned ofticers. Other enlisted men wear it on
the sleeve patch, below the chevrons (upright) and bordered by a
white stripe. Flying personnel are further distinguished by the
wearing of wings on the -ft breast pocket of either the shirt or the
blouse. These wings ave ¢ [ silver and have a silver star (pilot) or
other specialty (navigator, observer) device in the center.

Pay

(U) The base pay rates of the armed forces were established in
1957 and partially revised for the first time in 1064, A 50 percent
increase in enlisted pay went into effect on July 1, 1965. DBase pay
in all grades is supplemented by cost-of-living, family and food allow-
ances, scaled nccording to grades and number of dependents.  Ia ad-
dition, enlisted men, student ofticers and student. officer candidates who
possess special skilisare granted a proficiency pay called supplemental
technicai allowance. There is a great variety of special allowances
which are paid to military personnel who hold distinctive positions,
are assigned technical duties or belong to a branch of service receiv-
ing particalar emolun.ents, Among these special allowances are
hazardous duty pay, special uniform grants, entertainment anthoriza-
tions for attachds and high-ranking officers and ircreased payments
for duty involving extraordinary expenditures. Conscripts receive
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only nominal pay until they have compicted 4 months of service, at
which time their pay is raised to that of privates.

(S) In gencral, the armed forces are regarded as being poorly paid,
particularly in view of almost continuous service in the field awny
from home and in view of inflationary trends caused by the economic
dislocation brought on by incessant warfare.

Rations

(U) Enlisted men of the lower three grades are authorized a ration
allowance consiscing of a basic food allowance and an administrative
224 allgwance. The basic food portion is intended to provide cash
for the purchase of the fresh food component of the ration (meat,
fowl, fish and vegetables). The administrative portion, covering rice,
salt, tea, sugar and shortening, is issued in kind by the quartermaster
and is worth about 4.50 piasters (for valne of the piaster, see Glossary)
per man per day. The basic food allowance varies from 14 to 17
piasters per man per day, depending on the aren of assignment.

(U) Separate rations may be anthorized when personnel are living
with dependents or when the unit to which they are assigned does
not operate mess facilities. In such cases the eniire ration allowance
ig paid in cash. Individnals wounded in line of duty and receiving
treatment in a hospital or troop unit dispensary continue to receive
their ration allowance while being fed free of charge by the hospital
mess.

(C) The military ration compares favorably with that of the popu-
lace s a whole. 1t averages about 3,000 calories per day and is con-
sidered well balanced in protein, fat, carbohydrates, iron and vitamin
A. Consistently good food service programs in the military have
resulted in food being regarded as o morale-sustaining factor.

Uniforms

(UJ) The uniforms worn by the armed forces are generally similar
to those worn hy the French in the tropics. United States Army
influenee, however, is quite strong and extends to a great number of
articles of the uniform, including service caps, helmets, boots and
fatigue clothing. Olive-drab cotton garments are worn during most
of the year, but waclen uniforms are supplied when needed. On
special oceasion, officers and top-ranking noncommissioned officers
wear dress uniforins—white for summer and light-green gabardine
for cooler weather. Tield uniforms include both the standard and
the camouflage cloth types of United States Army fatigues.
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Decorations

(U) The Vietnamese tradition emphasized formal honors for
achievement, and the attitude persists in the military service. Soldiers
are prond of their medals and, when feasible, wear the full decoration
rather than the ribbon bar on their duty uniforms. Whenever prac-
ticable, decorations are presented by the Chief of State or the Prime
Minister ov their representatives at ceremonies which are held as soon
as possible after the achievement for which they are awarded.

(1) Five prineipal state decorations were authorized by statute
in 1958: the National Ovder of Vietnam; the Medal of Military Merit;
the Cross of Valor; the Wound Medal; a:d the Medal of Honor of
Vietnamese Merit.

(1) The National Order of Vietnam, the Republic’s highest decora-
tion, which iesembles the French Legion of Honor, is composed of
five classes—from highest to lowest : Grand Cross, Grand Officer, Com-
inandir, Officer and Kuight. Admission to the National Order is
usually granted in ihe rank of Kniglt, and promotions (additional
awards) to higher rank are made only after the recipient has held
the next lower ranl for a specified period of time. The medals of the
two highest ranks are pinned on the left side of the chest below the
breast pocket and are worn with a shoulder cord; the medal of the
middle rank is suspended on a ribbon worn around the neck; the last
two are suspended from ribbons pinned on the chest. The medal is
also awarded to Stuth Vietnamese civilians and foreigners for distin-
guished service to the nation.

(U") The Medal of Military Merit, comparable to the United States
Silver Star, is awarded to student oflicers, noncommissioned officers
and enlisted men for exceptional military valor. Under exceptional
cirempstances fhe medal may be awarded to service personnel of
allied forees who have distinguished themselves in military action on
Yietnamese territory,

(U) The Cross of Valor resemibles the French Croiz de Guerre in.
appearance and is comparable to the United States Bronze Star. Tt is
awarded in four grades—from highest to lowest : Bronze Palms (army
citation), Gold Star (corps citation), Silver Star (division citation)
and Rronze Star (brigadoe or regiment citation). Multiple citations
can be received for separate acts, and various citations are represented
by palms or stars affixed to the ribbon. Awards of the Cross of Valor
can be made to units as well as individuals.

(U) The Wound Medal, comparable to the United States Purple
Heart, is awarded to service personnel wounded in action against an
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enemy. The right to wear the medal is grented after the zerviceman
has received & certificate fron: tha proper medieal authorities. The
medal is worn on the left breast, following the Cross of Valor.

(T7) The Medal of Yonor of Vietnamese Merit is awarded for out-
standing service, in either first or second class. First Class awards,
as a rule, are made to officers and Second Class to noncommissioned
officers and enlisted men, Holders of the Medal Second Class, how-
ever, may be recommended for First Class upon a second ontstanding
period of service at least 1 year after the original award.

(U) In addition io the state decorations, various service awards
arc authorized. These include the Air Force Order, Air Forecs Honor
and Air Merit medals, the Gallantry Medal, the Medal for Bravery
and the Distinguished Flying Medal. These medals are awarded to
both officers and enlisted men, and, under certain circumstances, to
civilians, both Vietnamese and foreign.

MILITARY JUSTICE

(U) Theo basis of military justice in Vietnam is the Code of Mili-
tary Justice, which was promulgated in 1951 and which, with rela-
tively fow amendments, remains in effect. The Code is based largely
on French legal procedures and concepts and is administered centrally
by the Minister of War and Reconstruction for all the armed forces.
The Minister is assisted in discharging his responsibilities under the
Code by a Military Justice Corps which is roughly equivalent to the
United States Army Judge Advocate General’'s Corps. These men
are generally law graduates, although some perform their duties
while still serving the required probationary period before admission
to the bar as qualified lawyers.

(V) The South Vietnamese place considerable stress on pretrisl
investigation, which is performed by the Cririinal Investigntion Serv-
ice of the Military Police. This function previously was performed
by the National Gendarmerie, whose personnel was ahsorbed into the
Naiionai Police and Mijttary Police when it was abolished in [Jan-
uary 1965.

(U) The military court system provides for only two types of mili-
tary courts: regular military courts and field courts. These courts
are generally similar to the American general court-martial in com-
position, jurisdiction and award of punishment. There are no South
Vietnamese counterparts io the summary and special courts-martinl
of the United States Army. Regular military courts usually are con-
vened at ITue for cases arising in I Corps, at Nha Trang for II Corps
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eages and at Saigon for those cases arising in the III and IV Corps
areas and the Capital Military Region, except for those cases handled
by the TV Corps Field Court at. Can Thoe.

(U) A regular militury court is composed of a civilian president,
four military members, a chief prosecutor and an examining magis-
trate, plus necessary administrative and clerieal personnel. No de-
fense counsel is provided the accused, although ke may hire civilian
counsei of his own choosing. If the accused cannot pay for counsel,
a civilian lavyer is designated by the local bar association to defend
him withou* pay.

(U) The civilian president is usually a judge from the local court
of appeals and is assigned to the military court for a period of 6
months.  The fonr military inembers may be from any of the military
services, are appoinied from unils within the area by the corps com-
mander and are customarily senior in grade to the accused.  Both the
public prosecutor and the examining magistrate are generally officers
appointed from the Military Justice Corps.

() Cases referred to regulur military courts include offenses of
moderate gravity (punishable by a fine and inuprisonment. rot exceed-
ing 5 years), as well ns the most serious offenses (punishuble by death
or imprisonment for more than 5 years). Anaccused, if found guilty,
may appeal to the Court of Cassation, the highest civilian court of
appeals in the country. In cases where the death sentence has been
imposed the aeensed always has the right to petition for amnesty, even
after his appeal has been rejected.

(U) A field court has the same composition as a regular militavy
court, except that the president is a military officer instead of a civilian
judge. Although the pretrial procedure is simplified and abbreviated
much more than for cases appearing hefore a regular izilitary court,
the same classification of oftenses are assigned to it for trial. The
characteristic featnures of cases assigned, however, are that they must
have arisen during an emergency and they must be ¢f a flagrante
delicto nature. The South Vietnamese, however, apply the flagrants
delicto coneept in 2 somewhat wider sense than is done nnder Ameuvi-
can law, in that greater Intinude is permitied in the presumption that
the accnsed was involved in a erime.  While both military personnel
and civilians ean be brought before these courts, civilian eases usually
are limited to the most serious crimes involving the security of the
state. Sentences pronounced by ficld courts are final and not subject
to appellate review as in the case of regular military courts, As a
matter of established procedure, however, death sentences are not
carried out without the approval of the Chief of State.
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(C) Nonjudicial punishinent is not recognized by the Code of Mili-
tary Justice, but it has loag been authorized by various directives and
orders of the Minister of War and Reconstruction.  In general, the
permissible types and amount of punishment undor this disciplinary
action vary according to the grade of the offemder and the rank of
the person imposing the punishment. The usual type of punisbmant
i restriction or confinement, the forfeiture ar pay nct being authorized
by regulations. The lnwest grade Vietnamese punishing authority
15 a corporal, who can impose a maximum of 2 days' restriciion on any
enlisted man under his command.  The lnghest is the Minister of War
and Reconstruction, who may order solitary confinement for up to
60 days. The Vietnamese soldier does not hav. the oprion of electing
trial by court-martial in lieu of nonjudicial punishmeat.
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CHAPTER 31 (8)
GENERAL EVALUATICN (1)

FCYALTY

(C) The acmed forces Liave played o« deetsive role in the various at-
tempts t bring political stubility to the country since 1954, During
the fairiy quiescent period from 1851 to 1959, when Communisc-
directed intornal subversion was in its “ormative stage, President Ngo
Dinl Diem relied hearvily or the military to overcome politicoreligious
and other dissident elemen.~ and pernit the formation of an effective
national governmeont. In recompli-hing this, President. Ngo elimi-
nated high-ranking oficers of doubtful loyalty to Lim and tried te
instill in the nind: of the people at large the idea that the freedom of
the country deponded «pon the wholehearted support of the conury
by the military establishinent. These corly efforts to strengthen the
loyalty to his government of the military bad considerable cu.cess, hut
he did not suceeed in equating Ioyalty to the country with loyaley to the
Loveranend,

(3) Pepular dissatisfaction with the oligarchical character of tne
Nguv regime, coupled with discontent of the military with his prosecu-
tion of thi counterinsurgeney eftor', lec to the overthrow of Precident
Ngo in 1963 and the emergence of the armed forces as the dominant
power elemsnts in political aflairs.  Sirce that tune, miiitary factions
bive engaged in a series of coups, bronght abont Lurgely by intramili-
iary rivaleies, wiich have prodoecd only superficial changes in the
form and functioaing of milicary rule. (4)

(3) Undercurrenls within the armed forees ars still evident, and
their presence is one nmore factor making for a comdinued state of po-
litical fluidity., OMeers with strong politieal feelings aud ambitior
are Tound In various groups or cliques & ich hick clear ddiiniiion be-
cause of shifting loyalties. The leadership wi.ch inspirved the latest
cor  in mid-1965 has revealed a noticeable degree of personal insta-
biuty, chargeable in part to youth and lack of experience in public
affairs.

(3) There appears to he no reason to uspect. the loyalty of lower
ranking officers. As a group they are lurgely apolitical, wivh pri-
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mary intevest in improving their carcers within the military system.
To this end they are concerned with remaining alert to possible power
shifts among groups of high ranking officers in ovder (o identify
themselvas with these that are most likely to achieve positions of in-
fluence either in the armed forces or in the government.

(5) Career noncommissioned oflicers are nol an entity whose ve-
actions to governmental problerus are of mujer concern.  They are
ronsidered dependable in fime of crivis and would be expecied to fol-
low the actions of their mmedivte superiors, N\s inuany armies
whose rank and file have peasant roots. the allegianee of the baske
soldier is heavily conditioned by the personai ¢nalities and profes-
sional skill of lower level unit Jeaders with whom he has the most
contact. His personal attitude is quickly Tormed and is largely based
on personal experiencos, & process whish is greatly influenced by the
condition under which he serves.

(C) Both ofiicers and enlisted men am exposed to 1 continuous and
systematic Communist psychological warlare ensupaign to nndermine
their confidence in the central governmem and its ability to win the
struggle for national survival. Fvery eflort is mude to iucite dafec-
tinns and desertions, spread tervor, damage facilities and diseredit the
established order in all possible ways. To offset these Comnunist
offorts, the government has increaszed its indoctrination instrustion,
which stressos the benefits of freedom and secks to strengthen loyalty
and enhanice patriotisnt.

MORALT

() Morale within the :wemed forees has varied greatly and hes
been tied very closely to the course .aken by the war against the Com-
munist insurgency.  Also, many of the shortecomings in the military
service are still traceable to the conditions which arose under the overly
centralized snd personalized government of President Ngo. At that
tume political favoritismi was prevalent, and advancement was gov-
erned more by personal loyalty than by superior performance and
bravery in the field. Vestires of these practices still underlie mnch
of the noticeable dissiiastaction among the Jower ranking officers in
the matters of rewa: 1 and recognition. Many of them continue to
feel thut desirable aszignments, honors and promotions are still not
fully predicated on military merit nlone. (%)

(3) The prolongation of counterinsurgency warfare has magnified
other problems affecting morale: long absences from families, poor
housing for dependents, long service in isolated areas, medioere medi-
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cal standards, poor leadership and inadequate pay.  All these matters
are known to the government, and although they are receiving vary-
ing degrees of attention, full corrective action will probubly require
a considerable period of time. (4)

(') The rising desertion rate in the Army i3 algo reflective of the
intensity of the current war efforts. While definitely a matier of
concern, it probubly dues not indicate an overall drap in Army morale,
1t is a factur, however, which affects buildup rates and militates
against keeping vperational units up to full strength,

() Treop morule has also been adversely affected by the variations
in the policies which have governed the prosecution of the war against
ihe Viet Cong (Vietnamese Communists). Under President Nge,
aggressive displays of military initiative and acceptance of calculated
risks were frowned upon as leading to high casualty rates and thereby
detracting from the appearance of strength and stability which his
governmeni strove to portray. Morale was not improved by the re-
versal of this policy under later governments. The Viet Cong insur-
gency hud generally intensified by then, and heavy fighting conditions
produced heavy casualties and provided only intermittent relief and
virtually no regular leave or rotation patierns among combal units.
Under these general conditions it has been difficult to develop an esprit
de corps or a strong military character which are basic to good disei-
pline and combat rlependability.

VULNERABILITY TO PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE

{C) The intensification of the Communist insurgency has heen ac-
companied by a coneurrent inevease in all aspeets of psychological
warfare. Connnunist propaganda, always profuse, was intensified
Loth by North Vietnam and by the Viet Congr in South Vietnam.

(C) The most effective themes hove been, and stil) are, designed to
appeal to nationalist sentiment, {o blame internccine strife on the
“colonialist” United States and its “puppet”? government in Saigon
and to claim for Commumist North Vietnam total credit for the
“heroic strugrgle” for the independence and freedom of all Vietnan.

(C) Tynieal Connnunist propaganda assertions are: “In South
Vietnam, Awmerican imperialism has replaced French colonialism”;
“The unswerving objective of our struggle is to defeat the Uniied
States imperinlists’ aggressive war, in order to liberate South Vietnam,
to achieve an independent, democratic, peaceful, und neutral South
Vietnam, rnd to move toward national unification”; “Like the French
colonialists in the past, the United States spread its money around to
create a sizalle mercenary, puppet. army, thus creating an internecine,
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fratricidal war”; “With the wholchearted support of the northern
liith-and-kin compuatriots and the generous support of friends the
world over, the southern liberation revolution of our revelution
will surely achieve many other glorious victories.”

(C) Such propaganda is caleulated not only to win actual converts
to the Communist side, but to create in the minds of South Vietnamese
troops a feeling of inferiority, weakness and guilt. Although there
is no indication that it has had significant success in the first respect,
it undoubtedly constitutes a threat to troop morale.

() Communist propaganda is disseminated primaniy by radio
and secondarily by pamphlets and leaflets printed in North Vietnam,
or clandestinely in South Vietnam, and distributed to villagers
throughout the country. Dosters, placards and slogans are also put up
in public places at night. The Viet Cong male extensive use of eivie
action programs to provide opportunities to propagandize the rural
population at meetings and gutherings intended for other purposes.
Demonstrations are also organized by infiltrated agents to embarrass
the government by protesting against. certain official actions or failures
to act.

(C) The government and military authorities, with the assistance
of the United States, have instituted countermeasures which, since
1962, have proved increasingly effective As organizational controls
are strengthened after periods of buildup in the armed forees, greater
emphasis on fraining and indoctrination of new conseripts con be
accomplished, and the propaganda vulnerability of the troops is cor-
respondingly reduced.  In general, even nnder combat conditions, the
armed forces have become inured to the Communist psycliological
campaign and are successfully withstanding it.

EFFECTIVENESS

(8) Despite the number of couns since 1963, the armed forees have
ranained effective, although their effectiveness might well have been
greatorif many of the higher ranking officers had n5e heen preacenpied
with political entanglements in the capitel.  With the exception of
the senior connnanders and stafl officers, the military estublishient
has not reflected the instalility of the central povernment, nor have
many of the changes in the various high-command elements seriously
affected the overall proficiency and combat ceffectiveness of the armed
forces.

(S) The four military corps commanders are key figures in the
conduct of combat operations as well as important links in the polit-
ical control of the country. Their military responsibilities are broad
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and generally involve important decisions regarding the allocation of
troops and resources to military tasks.

(S) The principal combat and tactical duties devolve more upon
the divisional and lower unit conunanders than on province or district
chiefs who anly occasionally become involved in political affairs,

Jonsequently, the course of the war retains much of its regular pat-
tern and progresses more in relation to lower level problems and how
well they ure solved. 1In early 1966 the corps and @} .ision commanders
wers considered stronger and more able, on the average, than their
predecessors, & factor which tended to further offset the effects of
political involvement.

(S) The expansion of the Regular Forces over the past 2 years,
to meet inereasing counterinsurgeney needs, has served more to in-
crease their overall capabilities, but it has not raised their effectiveness
in equal proportion because of increased desertion rates, higher casa-
alties and a greater negative impact from poor leadership and incom-
plete training. During this same period the Regional Force anda the
Popular Force were increasingly less effective iu pioviuing adequate
security in areas cleared of the Viet Cong, with the result that an
irordinate number of regular army troops were employed on internal
security operations and in performing static security missions. Other
:roblems remained or were intengified for the Army, including those
relating to the improvement of motivation and aggressiveness.

(S) The few compensating fuctors do not offset the identifiable han-
dicaps, but they are a sound bhasis upon which long-term constructive
improvements ¢an be made,  ‘The troops are more combat experienced,
and individual bravery and adaptability continue to be evident. Also,
increased United States combat participation reduces the advantages
which lie with the Viet Cong and enhances the opportunity for South
Vietnamese forces to conduct more offsnsive operations than hersto-
fore. A most important element in raising the effectivencss of the
military is the progress which is made in the civil and political aspects
of the counterinsurgency eflort.  The government is acutely nware of
this relstionship and has boen alert Lo stiess the combination of thase
efforts in its policy.

CAPABILITIES

(S) The armed forces have shown a steady increase in combat
capability, largely as a result of the long-. erm support and assistance
of the United States. ‘I'ie need for henvy concentration of military
eflort on the counterinsurgency, however, his deprived the Army of
the opportunity of developing a strong eonvantional war capability.
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Nevertheless, it is regarded as being capable of conducting offensive
operations against the less powerful adjacent countries. I’rolonged
resistance against a strong invading force such as North Vietnam in
an all-out aggressive effort is considered beyond its present capacity.

(S) Considering the emphasis given to the special tactics and tech-
niques needed for counterinsurgency operations, the ground forces
are strongest in that role but still lack the ability to neutralize the
Viet Cong insurgency at its increasingly high level. Defeat or elimi-
nation of the Viet Cong is conceded as beyond South Vietnamese
ground force capacities, without the massive outside assistance of the
United States. The Army is considered capable of maintaining in-
tornal security in selected areas of the country. Such security as
could be attained, however, would depend to a large extent on the
facility of movement, sympathy and support of the popuiation and
the availability of support units. (4, 5)

(8) The combat capabilities of the Navy are increasing as it gains
operational experience. The Coastal Force has improved steadily in
its surveillance of intracoastal shipping. The long coast and rela-
tively few number of ships, however, restrict intensive naval patrol
capabilities, both in open waters and along rivers. The Navy is
capable of supporting the ground forces logistically and of providing
limited sealift for shori~term operations. The Murine Corps is
limited to the conduct of small-scale assanlts of approximate bat-
talion-size against light resistance. (5)

(S) The Air Force must complete its present planned expansion
and development into a four-composite wing force before it achieves
the capability of meeting current requirements. The introduction
of few modern aircraft into the present inventory and the continued
emphasis on training and support functions should serve to raise its
ability to fly more successful strike missions against ground targets.
(8)

(S) Withun the puramilitary forces, the Regional FForee and the
Popular Force both have low capabilities. Primarily, more aggres-
sive lendership is needed, as well as better discipline, stronger motiva-
tion and greater acceptance by the peasant population. The Civilian
Irregular Defense Group, although limited in size, is regarded as
capable of conducting eflective special forces-type operations. (5)
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CFAPTER 32 (S)
BIOGRAPHIES OF KEY PERSONALITIES (U)

{U) The personalities presented here are those regarded as having
a signifieant influence, either actual or potential, on the political and
military future of the country.

(U) The general governmental instability following the coup
d’etat which unseated President Ngo Dinh Diem in November 1963
projected the military into a position of overall political control which
has continued. Of the 22 personages considered in the civilian cate-
gory, eight military were included becauss they occupy or have oc-
cupied positions normally filled by civilians. Four of those in the
civilian category are included because of their prominence in the Com-
munist-direeted Insurgency movement.

(C) Although relatively young (the average age is 40.8 years), the
wilitary leaders seem to have been selected for govermmental positions
and for positions of command on the basis of ability and experience
as well as political reliability. It is also evident, however, that care-
ful consideration was given in their selection to region of origin
{North or South) and to religious preference, in an effort to achieve
a harmonious balance.

(C) Despite these efforts, frictions have developed, and a serious
crisis oceurred on March 10, 1966, when Prime Minister Nguyen Cao
Ky removed Licutenant General Nguyen Clianh Thi from command
of I Corps in the north. The removal of General Thi, a native north-
erner, a Ruddhist and a popular commander, provoked strong anti-
government. reactions by the leadership of the Unified Buddhist
Church of Vietham, accompanied by widespread demonstrations.
This crisis also had a divisive effect on inilitary leadership, the treops
involved and various government officials. The threat to the Saigon
government resulting from continued unrest had not been resolved
by April 15, 1966. '

CIVILIAN

(S) DINH TRINH CHINIL. Secretary of State for Information
and Open Arms (formerly Psychological Warfare) since June
1965.
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(S) Is experienced in governmental affairs. Displayed outstand-
ing energy and intelligence while serving about 2 weeks as secretary
of state for information under Primes Minister Phan Huy Quat before
entering Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky’s military government.
Helped to draft the new government’s charter, and then became head
of the Department for Information and Open Arms in the Ministry
of War and Reconstruction. As secretary, supervises the military
psyehologieal warfare activities and, presumably, the reindoctrina-
tion procedures for returnees from the Viei Cong forces. {7)

(5) s a prominent Saigon lawyer, has scrved as Jegal consultant
for the National Legislative Council and for a number of publishing
firms, including Time-Life in Saigon. Early in 1965, was mentioned
as a possible choice to head the South Vietnamese Central Intelligence
Organization. (7)

(S) Born in Hanoi on December 17, 1927; is marvied; and has six
children. Speaks French and English very well. Reportedly served
with Vietnamese army units, under French command, that were driven
out of North Vietnam into China in 1945 hy the Viet Minh forces; was
wounded in this action. (7)

(S) After receiving a law degree from Hlanoi University in 1953,
wotked for the United States Operations Mission in Vietnain as spe-
cial assistant to the Program Support Division in 1953-54. Took a
6-month course in press relations and in radio and television at the
University of Missouri School of Journalism in 1855. In 1955-36,
was news editor for the 7émes of Vietnam; in 1957, became press at-
taché with the South Vietnamese Mission to Cambodia. Fromn 1959 to
1961, was technical adviser tn the Royal Laotian Government in
Viantiane. Meanwhile, in 1960, was admitted to the bar in Saigon.
While working in Vientiane, reportediy completed a Laotian White
Paper documenting complaints against Communist aggressions in
Laos, Also did research work preparatory to Laotian air transporta-
tion agresments with France. (7)

(S) After the overthrow of Tresicent. Ngo Dinh Diem in Novem-
ber 1963, the ruling military leaders apparently sought hig advice
frequently on political matters. Attended conferences held by the
Asian Peoples Anti-Communist League of Saigon in October 1963
and at Taipei in November 1964. Early in 1963, was one of ‘the
civilian advisers named to assist some of the military leaders, includ-
ing Commander of the Air Force Brigadier General Nguyen Cao Ky
(later air vice marshal and prime minister), on political matters. (7)
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(U) DUONG VAN MINH (nicknames: MINH SUN and BIG
MINH). Has heen living abroad as an unofficial roving ambas-
sador since November 1964, after he was superseded as Chief of
State.

(S) Headed the coup which overthrew the Ngo Dinh Diem regime
in November 1963, and became chairman of the ruling Revolutionary
Military Council (frequently called the Council of Generals), which
wasg replaced by the Provisional Leadership Cemmittee. In these po-
sitions, functioned as Chief of State intil October 20, 1964, except for
two brief interruptions: from January 30 to February 8 and from
Angust 16 to September 8.  'Was removed as chairman on January 30
by Fieutenant General Nguyen Khanh, who had taken over the gov-
ernment, stating that he acted to prevent a group oi Revolutionary
Military Couiicll members from plotting, with French assistance, to
establish a neutralist government in Vietnam. (7)

(S) Adfter first refusing to join General Khanh's new government,
finally agread to participate as Chief of State and as supreme military
adviser to the newly re-formed Revolutionary Military Council,
largely ceremonial roles. Served in these positions from February 3
to August 16, when his powers and titles were assumed by General
Khanh, touching off Buddhist and student riots which led to General
Khanh’s resignation and the formation of a 8-member Provisional
Steering Committee. Was elected chairman of the Steering (ommit-
tea on September 8 and served in this capacity as Chief of State until
the establishment of a civilian government by the High National
Council which swore in Phan Khac Sun as Chief of State on Qec-
iober 26, 1964. (7)

(8) After appointment as roving ambassador by the new govern-
ment, left Vietnam in November; visited India, Nationalist China
and Hawaii, but has spent most of his time in Bangkok with his
brother, who in 1965 was the South Vietnamese military atiaché to
Thailand. Remains an admirer of the United States military estab-
lishment. Insists that he is not in exile, but in May 1965, when he
tried to return to Saigon, his plane was not permitted to iand, and he
went back to Bangkok and continued writing his memoirs. Was re-
tired from the Army on May 24, 1965. Asserts he is anxious to be-
coms active again as a soldier, but never asa politician. (7)

(S) His rivalry with General Khanh undoubtedly contributed to
his loss of power and his isolation from governmental aftairs. Form-
erly, was highly admired and respected by the military and general
population for his lending role in the overthrow of President Ngo.
Iis popularity, particularly among the military officers, declined after
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his removal from chairmanship of the Revolutionary Military Coun-
cil. Loss of prestige is also attributed te his inability to bring about
needed internal reforms and to carry on an effective war against the
Viet Cong. Was also charged, some say at the instigation of General
Khanh, with financial irvegularitics and of inproper associations with
the French and the Viet Cong. Experienced and respected as a mili-
tavy commander, never pretended to be an acecomplished politician
and appeared reluetant to assume the role of a national leader. (7)

(S) Lividence is lacking to determine whether his rumorved con-
nection with the Viet Cong has any factual basis, but opposition is
so strong amoig militant Catholics and younger military officers,
including Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Iy, that his return to Vietnam
under present conditions remains doubt{al, Still retains considerabie
personal prestige and popularity, however, particularly among the
southern Vietnamese and the Buddhists, Ilis supporters say he has
matured politically and that enforced exile has enhanced his popu-
lavity and status. They apparently are awaiting favorable condi-
tions for him to again take over the functions of Chief of State. (7)

(5) Born February 19, 1916, at My Tho, Dinh Tueng Province, 35
miles southwest of Saigon. Is married; has a dnughter and two sons.
His nickname “Big Minh" is attributed to his unusual height (almost
6 feet) and weight (about 200 pounds). Ilis front testh, except one,
were pulled out by the Japanese in 1945 when he was their prisoner.
Drinks and smoltes moderately. Is a dignified and likeable person.
IIis hobby is gardening, and he enjoys playing tennis. Speuks French
fluently and English fairly well. Is a Buddhist and was accepted
by them, in the coup of November 1963, as a successor to President
Ngo—an ardenr. Catholic, (7)

(S) Completed secondary school at Lycée Chosseloup Laubsat in
1933, Iinlisted in the French Colonial Army in 1940; was comis-
sioned a second lieutenant in October 1942, While fighting against
the Japanese, was captured, in March 1945, but was released a month
Iater. Was promoted to first licutenant in 1948; transferred to the
French-sponsored Vietnamese National Army in 1952. After attend-
ing the Keole Etat Major (Geperal Staff College) in Paris, becams
chief of staff of the I Military Region (Mekong Delta area) in 1953,
In February 1955, was appointed comsnander of the Saigon-Cho Lon
Subdivision of I Military Region; served in this capacity until August
29, 1956, when he became permanent sceretary-general for national
defense, with the additional duty of supervision over 1 and 1T Military
Regions. In February 1957, was appointed commander of the Capital
Military Region as well. During this period, gained a wide reputa-
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tion as commander of the successful operations against the Hoa Hao

and Binh Xuyen dissidents north, west and south of Saigon, (7)

(S) After attending the Command and General Staff College, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, from January to May 1958, became inspector
general of T Army Corps. Was selected to command the Army Field
Command when it was established in May 1961 Yis mounting popu-
Inrity and his reputation as the best operational commander in the
Army seemed to arouse President Ngo's suspicions regarding his polit-
ical ambitions. His nonparticipation in the attempted coup of 1960,
however, apparently raised his standing with the President but low-
ered it among the anti-Ngo army officers. Nevertheless, his opposition
to the Ngo regime wus well known, and government authorities reacted
in December 1962 by transferring him from field duty to staff duty
as President Ngo's special military adviser. Despite this precaution,
was mentioned frequently in suspected coup plans. By virtue of his
aggressive and forecful natuve, as well as his prestige as o successful
military commander untainted by political trickery, seemed to be well
suited as a leader in the military coup of November 1963 against the
increasingly unpopular Ngo regime. (7)

(S) HUYNH TAN PHAT (also uses the name TAM CHI). Vice
Chairman of the Central Committee of the Communist-directed
National T1-nt for the Liberation of South Vietnam since March
1962; concurrenmtly Secretary General of the Central Comnmittes
since January 1964,

(S) Described in National Front’s biographic sketch as a talented
intellectual architect, involved in revolutionary activities since his
student days in the 1930’s. Resides holding the second-ranking post
in the Front hierarchy, is alsv secretary general of the Central Execu-
tive Committee of the so-calledd Demerratic Party of South Vietnam,
associated with the National IFront. 1n February 1962, was elected
chairman of the Iront’s Committee for the Saigon-Cho Lon-Gia Dinh
Special Zone, where his antigovernment activities have been centered.
Apparently, still retains this position, and, since August 1965, has been
director of the National Front’s publication, Fiai £hony {(Libera-
tion). (7)

(S) Born about 1915 in My Tho, some 35 miles sonthwest of Saigon,
Is married. Fis wife reportedly was released from prison in 1964
after serving b years {or refusing to salute the South Vietnamese flag.
Graduated from College of IFine Arts, University of Hanoi, about
1936, but before 1950, was said to be working as an architect. During
his student days, reportedly heljed to form the so-called Vanguard
Youth Organization. Is a Buddhist. (7)
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(U) In 1944 and 1945, was divector of the anti-French ne vspuper,
Thanh Nien (Youth). In 1944, was o founding member of the Demo-
eratic Party (Dang Dan Chu Mien Nam Viet Nam—Ilit., Demacratic
Party of Southern Vietnam), covertly organized vnder the guidance
of the Communist Party ¢! Indochina and allied with it to form the
Viet Minh front. This Democratic Party later becnme associated
with the Communist Fatherland Front Purty of North Vietnam anda is
not to be confused with various non-Communist parties ol simiiar
label that have since been formed.

() Botween 1945 and 1958, was mentioned repeatedly as a member
of the Comnunist-dominated Viet Minl's Directing Committee for
the Nam-bo (lit., Southern Area, & term applied by the Viet Minh
to the Cochin China area, generally southwest of the Central High-
lands) and as propaganda commissioner of the Saigon-Cho T.on-Gia
Dirh Special Zone. During this period, was twice arrested, in 1945
and 1947, by the French for subversive activities. Communist North
“ieinamese sources claim he was imprisoned for 2 years in Saigon’s
central pricon, whers he is said to have drawn attention to himself as
a “trainer of men.” Was sentenced to death by a French military
tribunal, but was released after iniervention by Vietnamese
authorities.

(S) From 1947 to 1951, was a member of the Central Comuiittec
of the Soutir Vietnam Branch of the Vietnamese Youth League 1In
1950, was a member of the so-called Current Affairs Committee in
the Nam-bo Conference of Writers aud Artists and was mentioned
by Communist sources as the “Viet Minh Mayor of Saigon.” 1In 1951,
was & metnber of the Adminisivative Commitiee of the Sino-Viet-
namese Friendship Association and of the Campaign Committee for
the Saigon-Cho Lon Branch of the Vietnam-Seviet Friendship A«so-
ciation. (7)

(S) In late 1955, was a member of the Executive Committee of the
“ommunist-directed Fatherland Front. (Mat Tran To Quoe), which
at that time controlled the joint activities of the Viet Minh .nd ifon
Heo in South Vietnam. Operating from a headquarters in the Piaine
des Jonces, about 25 miles northwest of Saigen, he and the Txecutive
Committes wers under the general supervision of Is Duan, who
since 1960 hus been first secretary of the Vietnum Workers' Party
(Dang Lao Dong Viet Nam—-the Communist Party of North Viet-
nem). (7)

(S) While head of a National Front delegation to the Indochinese
People’s Conference at Phnom I’enh in February and Mareh 1965,
reportedly told Princo Norodoin Sihanoult that South Vietnam would
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never submit te North Vietnam. He added that the Front sought a
neutral govermment with no foreign bases in South Vietram and that
a government. run by the Front would seck aid from all courtries,
particul:irly from France Furthermore, he reportedly asserted that
reunification of Soutlt and North Vietnamm was a desirable fature
gonl, but it was neither needed nor newwssary for several decades. (7)

(U) LU VAN VI. Minister of . ustice since June 19, 1965,

(*OUQO) 1s a respected and falented member of the legal protes-
sion.  Ilas served as Minister of Justice in two previous Calinets.
Was first appointed to thal post by P’rime Minister Tran Var Huong
in November 186+ and veappointed by Prime Minister Phan Huy Quai
in February 1965. Was described by Prime Mnister Quat as being
wnusnally proficient and honest in administering his judiciary Jduties.
[his evaluation is reaflirmed by his reappointment to the same post
in the Cabinet of Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky.

(FOUQ) Born February 1, 1905, at Lon:z Xuyen, An Giang Prov-
ince, abont 90 miles southwest of Saigor. Is a Roman Catholic;
speaks French.

(FOUO) Obtained » master’s degree in luw in Bordeaux (1933),
and o docforate in law in Parvis (1938). Was adnitted to the Saigon
bar in 1939; served as chairman of the Saigon Bar Association in
1960 and 1961, Was a nv -uber of the Council of Notables under the
government of Majur General Nguyen Khanh from January to april
1964,

{(U) NGUYEN CAO KY. Prime Minister and Air Vice Marshal.
Chairn 'n of the Central Executive Committee of the National
Leadership Committee since June 12, 1965; Commander of ihe
Air Foree since December 1963,

(S) Has been the leading figare in the public life of Soutlt Vietnam
sines emerging as chairman of the Central Executive Comimttee (hav-
ing prime minister’s funetions) and as the head of the new govern-
me.u which, its leaders assert, is to he 11 “temporary sovereignty ™ until
# new one is instaiied by elecrorai processes scheduled for semetime in
19€7.  Mcanwhile, continues to retain post as commander of the Air
Force. Asoue of the country’s most color{ul, capable and courageous
military leaders, has played an important role in the various govern-
r.ental shifts since the overthrow of President Ngo Dinl Diem in
1963. (7)

3) Ts fiercely anti-Communic., and his international cutlook is
oriented toward Western concepts. Favors forceful and aggressive
action against the Viet Co.rg; was among the first military leaders
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to advocate large-scale bombing of North Vietnam. In professional
and social matters, has shown considerable friendliness toward Amer-
icans. Attended military courses in France in 1954 and in the United
States in 1958. (7)

(S) After becoming prime minister in June 1965, his 5-day good-
will visit to Nationalist China in mid-August was followed by a 3-day

visit to Bangkol, Thailand, to promote closer relations among non-

Communist countries in Southeast Asia. Early in the following Octo-
ber, visited Malaysia for 4 days, accompanied by the director general
of the National Police, to inquire into Malaysian experience with Com-
munist guerrillas. Made a 4-day visit to Seoul, South Korea, early
in November, accompanied by the Minister of War and Reeonstruction
and the Minister of Economy and Finance. Accompanied by the
Chief of State, Lieutenant, General Nguyen Van Thieu, attended a 2-
day conference with President Lyndon B. Johnson and Secretary of
Stuate Dean Rusk at Honolulu, Febrvary 8 to 10, 1966, to discuss af-
fairs of commen interest to the two countries pertaining to the situa-
tion in South Vietnam. A scheduled visit to Argentina in early June
1966, officially announced the previous March, was suspended in April
until after South Vietnamese elections. (7)

(S) As an ardent nationalist, seems to favor an authoritarian type
of government, particularly under the emergency conditions imposed
by the Communist insurgency. Speaks of himself as a career air force
combut officer and professes a dislike for political activities and gov-
ernmental administrative Gades.  Apparvently wishes for authority
to deal summurily with corruption or inefficiency inside urnd outside
the government. Has not been popular among Catholics, who fear
that ho has become unduly influenced by the Buddhists through their
appeals to his vanity and their threats to undermine his prestige.
Was once a fuvorite of Major General Nguyen Xhanh, who in 1964
conferred upon him the honorary title of air vice marshal. 1In return,
twice displayed the power of the Air Force over Sajgon to help . wart
coup attempts agninst the Khanih government. Supported General
Khanh's successful efforts to oust Prime Minister Tran Van Huong’s
government 1 January 1965, but soon became one of the leaders op-
posing the General’s assumption of further power. (7)

(S) In May 1965, reportedly resisted the Armed FForces Council’s
proposal to remove Prinie Minister Phan Huy Quat from office. By
early June, however, 1pparently agernnted by what he termed “con-
tinued corruption and civilian bickering” over composition of the
government, helped to install 2 military government in the belief that
civilian governments had failed to be effective. (7)
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(S) Born at Son Tay in North Vietnam, 20 miles northwest of
Hlanoi on September 8, 1930. [fs married. After divorce from his
first wife, Clotilde Barbe, of Algerian-Fren-h extraction, with whom
he had four children, married an nttractive 24-year-old Air Vietnam
stewardess in November 1964. They have a daughter born in August
1965. Is a Buddhist; speaks English and French fluently. (7)

(8) Despite his tendency to be flambuyant as well as impetuous
in action ard speech, is admired and respe ‘ted by most South Viet-
namese Air Force officers for his skill and .maginative aggressiveness
in combat situations. Enjoys flying with :l.2m on attack missions.
Usually wears a black flying uniform, of his v wn design, and a purple
scarf, Apparently offsets his lack of aptitude for administration by
careful selection of staff personnel. Before becoming prime minister,
was a fairly heavy drinker and gambler and was generally regarded
as somevhat of a playboy who enjoyed driving sport cars and the
night life of Saigon. ¥is styls of living seems to have moderated
somewhat in his new position because of lack of time, increased re-
sponsibilities and maturity. (7)

(S) Was called into military serviee and attended the officers’ re-
serve course in Novemher 1951; became a second lientenant, reserve,
in May 1952. After attending the French aviation school at Mar-
rakech, Moroceo, in Qctober 1952, swas integrated into the active service.
Was promoted to first lieutenant, Febrnary 1, 19515 the {ollowing
September, graduated from the French Advanced Flying School, then
at Avord, some 45 miles sontheast of Orléans,  Was assigned to Com-
Lat Aérienne Extréme Orient (Group Senegal) on December 21, 1954,
Was promoted to temporary captain on June 20, 1955, and to tempo-
rary major the following Aupust; reverted to rbguler captain after
November 1955 ; beenme communder of the 3d Air Force Support Base
on Febrnary 1, 1956, After transfer to command the Lst Transport
Squadron, was promoled to major in I'ehruary 1857; held this post
until the November coup of 1963, cxcept for 6 months of training in
1958 at the command nud stafl officers’ course at Maxwell Air Iroree
Buse, Montgomery, Alabuma. (7)

(S) Was a lientenant eplonel in November 1960 when avrested and
detained briefly after the attempted coup by a few military officers
leading soma paratroopers and collaboraling with several opposition
politicians,  Was detuined again hriefly after the Febraary 1962 Lomb-
ing of the Presidentin] Paluce by two air pilots.  Participated in the
November 1063 coup; within a month was promoted to colonel and
appointed commander of the Air Force. (7)
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(S) His support of Major General Nguyen Khanh’s overthrow of
Major General Duong Van Minh’s government in January 1964 was
indieated by promotion to sub-brigadier general in the following
April and to brigadier general in July, and by be .oming third depuiy
chairman of the Revolutionary Military Council in Angust. Helped
to thwart the atterapted coup by students and Buddhists protesting
against General Khanh in September 1964, Despite his assertion then
that the Air Force opposed any coup, was prominent in the dissolu-
tion of the High Nutional Council on December 20, 1964, by the gen-
erals who were acting agaivst Prime Minister Tran Van Huong’s
civilian regime, beeause they claimed its weakness threatcned the
stability of the government, (7)

(8S) Becams minister of youth and sports from January 18 to Teb-
ruary 16, 1965, under Prime Ministers Tran Van Huong and Nguyen
Xuan Quat, after assurance that he could retain command of the
Air Force. Accepted selection of Phan Huy Quel us prime minister
m February 1965 and supported him until his government became
inefle tive beenuse of his irreconcilable political differences with Chief
of State Phan Ihae Suu.  Advanced in grade to major general in
the reorganized military rank structure on November 16, 1965, (7)

(S) During this peried, disputes with Majovr General Nguyen
Chanb Thi, T Corps Commander, became noticenble, Apparently was
willing to avoid an open break as long as General Thi continued to
support Trimoe Minister Quat's government. Relationship with the
General continued inharmoniously, and, finally, on Marech 10, 1966,
the Genernl was snddenly removed from command of T Corps and
from his duties on the National Lendership Committee. (7)

(S) NGUYEN DUC THANG. Major General. Secretary of the
Department of Revolutionary Development (formerly ealled
Rural Reconstruction) since October 1, 1965: Deputy Chief of
Stafl, Operations, of the Joint General Stafl since July 1965,

{S) Was suddenly called upon to become secretary of u department
charged with responsibilities of inereasing imporlaie (o ihe govern-
ment_ while continning his duties with the Joint General Staff.  Re-
portediy ig disliked personally by Prime Minister Npuyen Cuo Ky,
wha, balieving the job reguired a military man aind that he was the
hest qualified candidate, nevertheless selected him for the (abinet
post. Primarily a military caveer officer, relatively uninvolved in
politics and intrigues, has served industriously in a variety of difficult
assignments with competence.  Is generally respeeted for his ability,
dynamism and apparent. determinution to make the Revolutionary
Development. Program o, success, (7)
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(8) Ts Western-oriented, anti-Communist, strongly nationalistic
and friendly toward United States officials. In furtherance of the
Rovolntionary Development Program, has readily adopted soma of the
indoctrination methods and promotional practices found by the Com-
munists to be effective in South Vietnam’s rural arcas. Studied in
TFrance in 1954 and in the United States in 1958 visited Thailand in
1564 and the United States in 1965. (7)

(S) Primariiy a carcer military officer, has shown a perference for
field command assignments or for operational planning rather than
for administrative duties on a headquartersstaff. Ilas been relatively
uninvolved in politics in factionsl intrigues, civilian or military.
United States military officials have described hm as mature and pro-
fessionally competent. Is generally regarded as an excellent
commander, (7)

(8) Born on January I, 1930, in Cao Bang Province, north of
Hanoi near the boundary with Communist China. Is married and
hag two daughters. Speaks French fluently and has a good command
of English. Isa Romap Catholic. (7)

(S) Graduated Trom the University of Ianoi about 1951, majoring
in mathematics, After completing the Officer Candidate School
courseat Thu Due (near Saigon) in 1952, was assigned Lo a field axtil-
lory hattalion.  Attended the Vietnamese Artillery Center in 1953 and
the French artillery school in 1954, Then, commanded a field artil-
lery hattalion until 1957 and the Vietnamese Artillery Center uutil
September 1958, when he attended the Command and General Staff
College at Fort Lonvenworth, Kansas. The following June, becams
G--3 at the “Thu Duc Armor Schoeol, and in 1960, was commandant of
the Thu Due Military Schools Complex. (7) '

(S) During 1961 and 1962, successively commanded the 1st and the
5th Infantry Divisions. Trom December 1962 until November 1063,
was J--3 (Operations) of the Joint General Staff and divector of (he
Military Operations Center in Saigon. After the overthrow of
President Ngo in November, became J-2 (Intelligence) of the Joint
General Staff and concurrently was in charge of the Joint Operations
Center. Was J-3 (Operations) and director of the Joint (perations
Center from February 1964 until July 1965, when he hecanme Ieputy
Chiel of Staff, Operations. Was promoted (o sub-brigadier general
in Augusl, 1964 and to brigadier general on November 1, 1965 (rank of
brigadier goneral was reelussified as major general later in
November). (7)

(U) NGUYEN BUU CO. Lieutenant General. Deputy Prime
Minister since Ortober 1, 1965; member of The Directory (Na-

>
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tional Leadership Committes) since June 12, 1965; Minister of
War and Reconstruction and Secretary of State for Defense since
June 10, 1965.

(S) Holds the most important portfolio in the Cabinet. As Min-
ister of War and Reconstruction, is responsible for the activities of
six departments: Defense (a2 portfolio held concurrently with his pri-
mary post) ; Information and Open Arms; Revolutionary Develop-
ment; War Veterans; Communications and Transportation; and
Interior. Is a competent professional army officer, who, before en-
tering the Cabinet, performed well in command and staff positions. (7

{8) Throughout hig service career, was relatively uninvolved in
political maneuverings and has managed to avoid clear identification
with any cliques. Possible exceptions, however, are the key role he
played in the coup overthrowing President Ngo Dinh Diem in No-
vember 1963 and the active support given to Major General Nouyen
Khanh’s takeover of the government in January 1964, His relations
with General Khanh subsequently became somewhat strained on the
grounds that General Khanh, as prime minister, had tacitly agreed to
Buddhist plans for the neutrality of South Vietnam. VWas among
those who openly welcomed General I{hank’s removal, in February
1965, as chairman of the Armed Forces Council and as Commander in
Chief of the Armed Torces. (8, 7)

(S8) Is strongly anti-Communist, opposes neutralism in any form,
and has shown considerable friendliness toward United States officials.
Attended a military course in the United States in 1957. Accompanied
Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky on a 4-day goodwill visit to Scuth
Korea in November 1965. (3, 7)

(S) Besides being a dedicated officer and Cabinet member, is a
strong nationalist and favors vigorous military action against the
Viet Cong. At the same time, is ainong those who have asserted that
success against the insurgency in South Vietnam will depend in the
long run upon the degree of popular support the government can
achieve. (3, 7)

(S) Is a professional soldier, apparently without political party
effilinticns. Regards the armed forces as the essentia! means for
achieving national security enabling civilian leadership to establish
political stability. (8, 7)

(S) Born on February 23, 1925, at My Tho, Dinh Tuong Province,
sonthwest of Saigon. His father was a career army officer. Com-
pleted his secondary education in 1943. His wife, in December 1965,
was chairman of the Vietnamese Red Cross Grey Iadies Associa-
tion. (3,7)
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(S) Speaks French fluently and has geod command of English.
Has been identified as a Duddhist, but apparently has not accepted
any of the Buddhist political demands. Indications are that he no
longer claims any religious affilintion. Reports of carly 1965 allege
that he had some connections with an anti-Communist and primarily
Catholic grouy -alled the National Defense Foree which opposed neu-
tralist sentimen. in South Vietnam. (3,7)

(S) Began his military career at Da Lat Military Academy where
he specialized in communications. In 1948, attended the first Viet-
namese officers’ school at Hue, graduating first in his class. Attended
the Command and Tactical Course at Ilanoi in 1952 and 1953, While
an infaniry battalion commander in 1953, was awarded the French
TLégion d’Honneur for his outstanding combat performance. (3, 7)

(S) After the Indochina War, commanded the 31st Tufantry Divi-
sion in Quang Ngai and Quang Nam; in March 1955, was named Chicef
of Can Tho (later called Phong Dinli) Province in the Mekong Delta,
where he reportedly participated in the defeat of the Ioa Hao sect
forces. DBy 1957, was a colonel and in that year was sent to the Com-
mand and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. On
retuining to South Vietnam, becane commander of the 16th Light
Division; in September 1958, was transferred to command the T Mili-
tary Region; in 1060 and 1961, served as deputy comunander of the
11 Corps and the IV Military Region and from 1961 to 1963, as chief
of staff of the II Corps. (3,7)

(S) By carly 1962, reportedly was dissatistied with President Ngo's
governmental policies, becoming openly critical of the suppression of
Buddhist demonstrations in August and September 1963, Was an
active member of (he coup group. Immediately after the coup, was
promoted to brigadier general and named commander of IV Corps,
and becume a member of the Executive Committee of the Revolu-
tionary Military Council, serving until its dissolufion in August
1964 (5,7)

(S) Although reportedly a stanch supporter of Major General
Duong Van Minh, participated in Major GGeneral Nguven Khanh's
coup of January 1964 which overthrew the Revolutionary Military
Council headed by General Minh. Despite his support of General
Khanh in this instance, apparently lost faver with Khanh and was
relieved as commander and appointed deputy commander of the IV
Corps.  In Septemher 1064, however, became commander of 1T Corps
and presmmably was promoted to major general. (3,7)

(S) By December 1964, was reported to be favored by the so-called
Young Turk group of officers to succeed General Khanh as Commander
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in Chief of the Armed Forces. Is said to have opposed General
Khanh’s decision to dissolve the government of Prime Minister Tran
Van Huong in January 1963, contending that it would be & mistake
to accede to the Buddhists’ demands to remove the Prime Minister,
but he accepted General Khanl’s wishes without protest. Cont'nued
as commander of IT Corps until appointed Minister of War and Re-
construction by Prime Minister Ky.  Advanced in grade on November
16, 1965, to lieutenant general in the reorganized military rank struc-
ture. (3,7)

(S) NGUYEN IIUU THO. Chairman, Central Committee of the
Communist-directed National Front for the Liberation of South
Vietnam and its Presidiom since March 1962.

(8) Is a French-educated Cochin Chinese lawyer with a long
history of activily iu Conununist-front causes. Aller escaping in
December 1961 from a concentration camp in Phu Yen Province, was
present at the organizational meeting of the self-styled Communist-
directed National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam on
March 3,1962. At the meeling, was elected chairman of the Central
Committee and its Presidium. When accepting the chairmanship,
represented himsclf as a patriotic non-Communist, concerned pri-
marily with the establishinent of a “free and democratic Vietnam.”
To enhance his value, is portrayed by the Communists as a patriotic
intellectual committed to the reunion of South and North Vietnam.
(3,7

(S) Serves as a public spokesman for the Front, granting inter-
views to news reporters and signing messages sent on numerous
occaslong, such as birthdays, anniversaries and other official or semi-
oficial events, to other Communist leaders and governments and to
some neutralist officials. The extent of his asuthority and of his
personal influence in the Front is difficult to determine, but he appears
te Le highly regarded within the Front’s Central Committee as an
intellectual. (3, 7)

(8) His experience in international affairs appears to be extremely
limited, and his expressed viewpoints on external matters are closely
patterned after those of Ilo Chi Minh and other North Vietnamese
Communist leaders. Reportedly, has some connections with Prince
Norodom Sihancuk of Cambodia and praises him in speeclies for his
“enlightened policies.” Visits to foreign countries, outside the Indo-
china peninsula, have been rare—apparently restricted to a trip to
France to study law in the early 1930's, & reported visit to Warsaw in
February 1963, as o delegate to a meeting of the Iniernational Asso-

92 SECRET




SECRET

ciation of Demoeratic Lawyers, and a possible visit to Peking in
December 1965 on cccasion of the fifth anniversary of the founding
of the National Front for the Liberaticn of South Vietnam. (3,7)

(S) In domestic politics, also, his viewpoints coineide with those
of North Vietnamese Communists. As early as 1947, in league with
French Communists, began cooperating with the Conumunist-directed
Viet Minh. Has continued to support Communist-front groups, such
as the Movement for the Defense of Peace, established in 1954, at
Saigon. Contends that the so-called National Front for the Libera-
tion of South Vietnam represents all segments of the country’s popu-
Iation and is the country’s only legitimate government and therefore
mus* have a decisive voice in any political solution for South Vietnam.
3,7

(S) Born in Cho T.on on July 10, 1910, into a prominent civil
service family. His father is said 1o have been assassinated by the
Viet Minh. Received his law degree in Aix-en-Provence (sbout 20
miles north of Marseilles), France, in the early 1930’s and returned to
Saigon where ho practiced law beginning in 1934, ie French is
fluent. (3,7)

(S) While practicing law in Vinh Long Province in 1947, was
leader of a nationalist group called Mouvement Populaire Cochin-
chinois (Popular Movement of Cochin China). Was arrested by the
Viet Minh in 1947, and after 3 months’ confinement, emerged a pro-
Communist. In 1049, was presulent of the tribunal of Can Tho. (3,
7)

(3) In June 1849, was a member of the delegation which presented
to French authorities a manifesto purportedly signed by nearly 900
leading intellectuals of the Saigon-Cho Lon area urging Francs to
resume direct negotiations with ¥lo Chi Minb. At the same time,
was 1dentified as an editor of Pour Lg Paiwe, a clandestine Viet Minl-
supported newspaper in Sauigon.  On March 19, 1950, when the United
States Seventh Fleet visited Saigon in behalf of the French, made
a speech which incited a 1ivt protesting against the presence of the
United States vessels. Aurrested by the Vietnamese authorities, was
released on bail a few days later but was rearrested by the French in
April and detaived at Lai Chau northwest of Hanoi near the Laotian
border until October 1952, when the I'rench Government granted him
amnesty. Returned to Saigon immediately and was not heard of
again until 1954, (3,7)

(S) Became a vice chairman and Central Committee member of
the Movement for the Defense of Peace when it was established in
August 1954 at Saigon. Contributed articles to the organization’s
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newspaper, 7%6i Bao (Current Times), founded in October 1954 but
hanned by the government after only one or two issues for printing
pro-Communist material. Was arrested within a month along with
about 23 other Movement members and imprisoned at Gia Dinh (a
northern suburb of Saigon) until the following February, when he
was sent to Flaiphong. Was removed from Haiphong by May 1955
and transferred to a concentration camp in Phu Yen Province, about
50 miles south of Qui Nhon, where he remained for almost 7 years.
Has been out of prison since December 1961, bur accounts of his release,
whether by pavole and desertion or by escape, are obscure and con-
tradictory. (3, 7)

(S) NGUYEN FHANII Former Lieutenant General. TFormer
political and military leader; exiled since February 1965.

(S) Became prominent as a national figure for the first time on
January 30, 1964, when he led a coup Jd’etat overthrowing the chief
of state, Major General Duong Van Minh, and took over the reins of
government. Retained power until a civilian government was in-
stalled late in the following October after a series of student and
Buddhist demonstrations charging that “anti-Buddhist rempants” of
former President Ngo's regime were still active in the government.
His stature and influence were indicated by his promotion to lientenant
general within a month after leaving the government and by retention
of his military post, Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces. His
influence was again demonstrated on January 27, 1965, when, as chair-
man of the Armed Forces Council, he deposed Prime Minister Tran
Van Juong whose government had become the target of strong agita-
tions by Buddhist and Catholic groups claiming that he had not con-
sulted religious lenders when forming his Cabinet and that he Lad
excluded Buddhists from Cabinet membership. (7)

(S) Within a month, army leaders, suspecting that he intended to
return to power, removed him from his posts as Commander in Chief
of the Armed Forces and as chairman of thie Armed Forces Council.
Was appointed roving ambussador early in March and left for the
TUnited States, where he served briefly as Vietnamese observer at the
United Nations, Later, was named ambassador to Spain. The Na-
tiona] Leadership Committee on August 8, 1965, announced a decision
to deprive him of his diplomatic title and his rani of lieutenant gen-
eral and to reeall him to Saigon for investigation of his connection
with certain funds seized in the Central Highlands provinces after
the overthrow of President Ngo in November 1963, By April 1966,
had not returned but had moved from Spain to a Paris suburb. (7)
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(S) Despite his loss of power, seems to have maintained his politieal
ambitions. Some observers feel that he still represents a potentinl
threat to the government and, at a propitious time, may return to
Saigon as a supporter of politicians from his homeland, the Mekong
Delta area, who may be aspiring for power. Is a capable organizer,
and, in military and governmental positions, has manifested excellent
leadership qualities, characteri.ed by vigorous action and aggressive
temperament, ()

(S) Ispro-Western, but has appeared suspicious of any pro-French
sentiments, which, in his opinion, might lead to compromises vr nego-
tiations with the ¥iet Cong insurgents. Is strongly anti-Communist.
United States officials found him to be generally amiable and receptive
toward Western practices; even uses the Western given name of
Raymond. Studied military courses in France in 1948 and 1949 and
in the United States in 1957. Visited China and Thailand in March
1961. Significantly, when appointed roving ambassador early in
March 1985, went to the United States, staying until August before
leaving for his new post as ambassador to Spain. (7)

{S) Was a professional soldier, apl.arently without political in-
terests or party until January 30, 1964, when he successfully led a
coup d’etat which overthrew the ruling Military Revoluationary Coun-
cil headed by Major General Duong Van Minh. There were reports,
however, that he previously had been connected with coup groups and
was a member of the Revolutionary Personalist Labor Party, com-
monly called the Clan Lao Party, a Catholic-oriented grou} opposed
to Communist and French influence in Vietnan. (7)

(S) After the coup, by virtue of his successive positions as prime
minister, chairman of the Revolationary Military Council and Com-
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces, remained in deminant power
positions through five changes in government until finally deposed
in February 1965. During this period, operated persistently and
ruthlessly, using dictatorial methods in a hard-driving aggressive
manner against miiitary or civilian leaders who stood in his way. His
political aim apparently was to win support of the so-called Young
Turk officers so as to retain the reins of government even at the expense
of the counterinsurgency effort. (7)

(S) In Junuary 1965, before his removal from power, seemed to
be advocating an increased role for the military in governmental
aflairs and the formation of a military-civilian council which would
be a supreme bedy giving orders to the Chief of State, the prime min-
istei and armed forces. Impressed American military cbservers us
a skillful and effective officer aud tuctician, who had shown little com-
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prehension of the political problems involved in fighting ~ommu-
nism. (7)

(S) Born November &, 1927, in Tra Vinh, a provineial capital about
65 miles southwest of Saigon, of wealthy landowning parents. Is
married and has two children. Isa Buddhist. Speaks French fluently
and English fairly well. (7)

(3) Attended secondary school in Cambodia from 1938 tu 1944,
wliere his parvents rcsided for a time. Reccived further acudemic
education at French schools in North Vietnaa. Is not particularly
sociable, has few close friends and is frequently referved fc as a
“loner.” Has & tendency to become involved in details, which could
hamper his effectiveness as an administrator. (7)

(S) Graduated in 1947 rrom the Military Academy at Dea Lat and
was commissioned a sccond Lieutenant. After 2 years nt the Infantry
and Airborne Schools in France, became the military aide of the
minister of national defense. From 1951 to 1955, successively com-
manded a company as a captain, a battalion as & major and a mobit-
group as lieutenant colonel. Was promoted to colonel on December
25, 1955, and commanded the 1st Field Division at Huo {from 1956
to 1958. During this period, served under Major General Duong Van
Minh, who at that time commanded the Army Field Command. Mean-
while, attended the associate course for army officers at the Command
ard General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, (7)

(S) Served as the permanent secretary general for nation~l defense
from 1958 to 19603 in October 1960, becanie chief of stafl of the Gen-
cral Stafl of the Arimed Forces and deputy chief of staff of the Army.
Meanwhile, in November and December 1959, was reported to be under
discrect surveiliance by the National Police and Security Service be-
causo documents seized from Communists had implicated him in one
of their intelligunce operatiuns. (nvestigations, however, produced
no evidence to establish his guilt or innoconee. (7)

{S) A. commander of V Military Rogion in the Can Tho area
southiwest of Saigon from January to October 196y, showed a lack
of tact in dealing with parochial-minded provincial oflicials; empha-
sized wilitary rather than political tactics, During the coup attempt
in 1960, distinguished himself by his personal bravery and effective
commund cof forees loyal to President Ngo Dinh Diem. Emerging
from the incident as one of the strongest figures in the Army, was
named commanding general of the Army. (7)

(S) In December 1962, became commander of II Corps, and cci-
currently of I1 "Tactical Region, which borders on Laos. This assign-
ment was influence: in part because of his familiarity with the country
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and his friendship with Phoumi Nosavan, the Laotiar deputy prime
minister. (7)

(S) Turing the suspected coup planning of August and September
1963, gave no indication of involvement, but some sources say he
associated with the coup leaders; significantly, within a month after
the coup, was promoted to major generai and nained commander of
the TV Corps in the Mekong Dolta area. In the following month,
veas transferred to command the I Corps, just south of the Demarca-
tion Line and far from the center of activities in Saigon. (7)

(S) Undouhtedly, his organization of the bloodless coup of Jan-
uary 30, 1964, against the Revolutionary Military Council, headed
by Major General Duong Van Minh as chief of state, was motivated
by persenal dissutisFaction with his transfer to the I Corps, nugmented
by ramors that he was being considered for appointment as ambassador
to Nationalist China. (7)

{U) NGUYEN VAN HIEU. Member of the Central Coinmittes of
the Communist-directed National Froant for the Liberation of
South Vietnam since early 1962: appointed director of the
Iront’s ofice in Prague in November 1963 and permauent repte-
sentative of the Front in East Germany, in March 1964, Pre-
sumably holds both positions concurrently.

(8) According to Front sonrees, is regarded as one of the best. edu-
cated members of the National Front hierarchy. Seems to serve as an
unofficial roving foreign minister, authorized to make frequent publie
policy statements and trusted as a spokesman for the Front in a wide
variety of foreign contucts. Is usually deseribed in the Communist
press as a former teacher and journalist. Reportedly, is favorably
inelined toward Cennwnist China. (7)

(U) Before his appointuient to Prague, had served as secretary
generul of the Front’s Central Committes and had held numerous
other posts in Tront-assovinted organizations, such as secretary gen-
eral of the Radical Socialist. Party (Dang Xa TToi Cap Tien) and of
the South Vietnan Pence Commitiee; vice chairman of the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Commitiee and of the South Vietnam Patrintic angd
Democratic Journalists Association.

(S) Born in 1022 at Ca Mau (now called Quan Long) in the south-
western tip of South Vietnam. His wife, Ma Thi Chu, a pharmacist,
is also active in the Front as a member of its Central Committes (since
1962) and several of its associate organizations; was arrested with her
husband in 1958 but later released.  Nhe has accompanied him on some
of Wiz trips to Communist and Communist-friendly countries and is
stutioned with him in Prague. (7)
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January ; Budapest in March, to attend the World Federation of Dem-
acratic Lawyers, and in Apxil, to attend 2 World Peace Council meet-
iing; Albania in May, for a Comipunist celebration, stopping in Paris
en route to meet a North Vietnamese trade delegation; Peking in Au-
gust, heading a Iront delegation to a symposium presumably on the
Southeast Asian situation; Peking again in October, to attend na-
tionalist. day celcbrations; Algeria in November, also to attend na-
tionalist day celebrations; Cuba late in November o attend a so-called
international conference for solidarity with the Viethamese people. (7)

(S) In 1965 his travels included visits to Peldng in January, head-
ing a Front delegation for discussions relating to the Cambodian-
Vietnamese vorder; Phnom Penh in Iebruary for the Indochinese
People's Conference; Indonesia in April for the Bandung Conference
anniversary celebrations; North Korea in May for a 10-day friendship
visit; Algiers, with stops at Cario and Moscow, in Junc to attend the
Afro-Asian Conference ; Syria and Tanzania in November; Cyprus in
December. (7)

(U) NGUYEN VAN TITIETU. Lientenant General. Chairman of
The Directory (National Leadership Committee) and Chief of
State since June 19, 1965.

(8) Served as deputy prime minister and as minister of defense
in the government of Prime Minister Phan Fluy Quat. Was elected as
chairman of the Nationai Leadcrship Committee (vested with chief
of state fun-tions) by its members on June 14, 1965, when the Com-
mittee was formed by a group of some 20 generals to take over Prime
Minister Quat’s government. (3,7)

(S) Is one of the outstanding figures in South Vietnam; has ac-
quired prestige and authority by virtue of having operated effec-
tively in a variety of important military and government positions
since 1961 and having survived nearly every government since the
assassination of President Ngo in 1963, Regarded by some Americans
as a mature, able officer unafliliated with any political, religious or
army clique; apparently is capable of cooperating with various fac-
tions without becoming exclusively identified with any one of
them. (3, 7)

(S) Is stanchly anti-Communist, supports nationalist policies,
favors Weslern practices and has shown considerable friendliness
toward United States officials. In connection with military train-
ing, visited I'rance in 1950 and the United States in 1957 and 1963 ;
in connection with governmental affairs, visited South Kovea in 1963
and Nationalist China in 1964 and in 1966. (3,7)
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(8) Ts characterized by many Vietnamese Buddhists and some
military persons as a self-seeking member of the southern faction of
the Nationalist Party of Greater Vietnam (Dai Viet Quoe Dan Dang—-
DVQDD)Y, commorn'r called the Dai Viet Party. Was relieved as
chief of the Joint General Staff of the Vietnamese Armed Forces on
Septemlier 12, 1964, as a sympathizer with the extreme right wing
of this Party and was suspected of complicity in the attempted coup
of September 13, 1964, against Prime Minister ¥ hanh, planned by
Catholic officers within the Dai Viet organization, TIs believed also
to have been a backer of Colonel Pham Ngoc Thao’s attempted coup
in Februnary 1965.  Manifested satisfaction with the result of Colonel
Thao’s action—the loss of power by General Nguyen Khanh. (3, 7)

(S) Reportedly refused an offer to become prime minister in Feb-
ruary 1965, preferring to remain as a deputy under Prime Minister
Quat.  Some have suggested, however, that this offer originated with
Gieneral Khanh’s hope that Buddhist opposition io General Thieu
wonld diseredit him as a national leader. Apparently endeavors to
portray himself as a philosophic elder stafesman rather than as a
soldier with pelitical ambitions, (3, 7)

(S) Iorn on April 5, 1923, of a relatively well-to-do famnily at the
coastal town, Phan Rang, in Ninh Thuan Province about 150 miles
northeast of Saigon. Ts married to Nguyen Thi Mai Anh, born in
1930 at. My Tho, some 35 miles southwest of Saigon. They have o,
danghter Lorn in 1954, Appointed an older brother, Nguyen Vun
Kieu, n long time Dai Viet. member and o former commissioner of
youth and spotts, as commissioner general for »chabilitation of flooded
central provinees and, later, as his personal advissr. Apother older
brother, Ngnyen Van Ilieu, is wnbassador to Australin.  Is slim, even
for n Vietnamese; has a high forehead with receding graying hair.
~mokes a pipe. (3, 7)

(3) Speaks French and Englich {luently. Was a nominal Buddhist
il convertea to Catholicisin upon marriage to his Catholie wife. (7)

(S) Attended secondary schools in Saigon and Hue from 1940 to
1947, Studied navigation at the University of Saigon from 1947
io 1948, Graduared from o 6-month ofticer’s training course at ue
in 1949 and, in 1950, from a 7-month infantry application course at

‘oetquidan in northwestern I'rance (the site of St. Cyr after
145). (3,7)

(S) Began his military service as a company commander, taking
part. in operations from 1950 to 1951 in the northern part of the Me-
kong Delta area, Was an instructor at the Da FLat Military Academy
from 1951 to 1952. Afier attending a 3-month command and staff
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course in Hanol, in 1952, was appointed as S-3 of the Hung Yen
sector along the Red River, aboul 30 miles south of Hanoi, and served
in this capacity until October 1953, when he became G2 of TI Military
Region. (3,7)

(S) Commanded an infantvy regiment from March until October
10545 then deputy commander of 11 Military Region. 'Was promoted
to lieutenant colonel and appointed commandant of the Da Lat Mili-
tary Academy in Qctober 1955. While serving in this capacity, was
sent to the United States where, by June 1957, graduated from the
Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, and the
Air-Ground Operations Conrse at the Marine Corps Fraining Center
at San Diego. Attended a 2-month course in 1958 at the Joint and
Combined Planning School in Okinawa. Was promoted to colonel in
1959 and served as chief of staff, Army Field Command. Attended
the 1-month Guided Missile Orientation Course in 1961 at Fort Bliss.
Texas. In 1962, became commander of the 1st Infantry Division in
July, and of the 5th Infantry Division in December. (3,7)

(S) Was promoted to brigadier general after the assassination of
President, Ngn, in November 1963, and was appointed a member of the
Revolutionary Military Couneil, while retaining command of the 5th
Division, The following month, was a member of the South Vietna-
meso deiegation to the inauguration of Park Chung Hee as President
of the Republic of Korea. (3,7)

(5) Was promineunt in the coup in Janvary 1964 which brought
Major General Nguyen Khanh to power; in February was appointed
secretary general of the Revolutionary Military Council and chief of
the Joint. General Staff; the following August, was appointed to serve
concurrently as deputy minister of defense. In September 1964,
denied rumors of his involvement in Dai Viet Party plans to over-
throw Prime Minister Xhanh; persistent, suspicion of implication,
however, apparently brought about his transfer to command of IV
Corps. Nevertheless, was promoted to major general on January I,
1965, and later in the month, was named second deputy prime minister.
In February, when Phan Huy Quat took office as prime minister, was
appointed deputy prime minister and minister of the armed forees.
In May 1965, after dissolution of the Armed Forces Counecil, his
title was changed to minister of state for defense. Advanced in
grade to lisutenant general in the reorganized military rank structure
on November 16, 1965. (3, 7)

(U) PHAM XUAN CIIUEU. Lieutenant General. Secretary
General of The Directory (National Leadership Committee), and
member of the National Security Counecil since June 1965,
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(S) Isexperienced in a wide variety of important positions in the
military establishment and in the government. Served as chairman
of the National Legislative Council for 5 months before the military
takeover of the government from Prvime Minister Phan Huy Quat.
Attained support. among Council members for the Prime Minister
during his controversy with Chief of State Phan Khac Suun. Is
highly regarded by Buddhist and Catholic leaders. Native of what is
now North Vietnam and reportedly a member of the northern faction
of the nationalist-oriented Dai Viet Party of which Prime Minister
Quat had been 2 leader. His pleasant disposition, diligence, snperior
intelligence, ability to make decisions and willingness to work behind
the scenes qualify him for important military or governmental posts.
¢

(S) Is Western-oriented, strongly anti-Communist and particn-
larly friendly toward United Stotes officials. In 1956, while director
of the police and security bureau, was said te have ignored his
superior’s advice that he cease unauthorized contacts with Americans,
Attended military courses in France from 1949 to 1950 and in the
United States in 1960 and again in 1961-62. (7)

(S) Is a zealous nationalist. Generally regarded as 2 competent
career officer but, possibly because of his intelligence service experi-
ence, seems inclined to becoms involved in political issues and civilian
programs. (7)

(S) Born on November 20, 1920, in Ninh Binh Province sbout
60 miles south of Hanoi. Xas a wife, Nguyen Thi Ha, and eight
children. Speaks good French and fair Englishi. Is a Buddhist. ()

(S) Received his secondary education at the Lycée Albert Sarrault
in Hanoi. Entered medical school at University of Hanoi in 1939;
interrupted his medical stndies to worle with forces resisting the
Communist-led Viet Minh and, reportedly, to attend the Chinese
Whampoa Military Academy near Canton. After World War II,
resumed his studies at the University of Hanoi and continued to work
with the anti-Communist resistance forces until going to France
about 1918, (7)

(S) His military eaveer began with schnoling at Kcole Militaire
in Paris from 1949 to 1951. Commissioned first lieutenant in a pro-
visional Vietnamesa force created by the French in North Vietnam;
commanded a battalion until June 1952. Meanwhile, apparently
worked with Thich Tam Chan and Father Hoang Quynh in Ninh
Binh Province. (7)

(S) Adfter completing a 4-month course at the Tactical Formation
School in Hanoi in October 1952, beeame an infantry lieutenant with
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the Trench forces and served on the General Staff in Paris until July
1953. From August 1953 until December 1954, was chief of staff of
the Soc Trang Sector in the Mekong Delta arca, some 100 miles
southwest of Saigon ; from December 1954 to December 1956 was chief
of staff of the I Military Region. (7)

(8) Served as director of the Police and Security Bureau from
December 1956 until Maych 1958, when he was promoted to brigadier
general and appointed chiefl of staff of the General Staff. As di-
rector, made considerable progresy in restoring internal security and
in combating Communist subversion. During this period, reportedly
irritated President Ngo Dinh Diem’s younger brother, Ngo Dinh Can,
then supreme counselor of political groups in Central Vietnain, by
investigating some of his political workers in the area. Refused, also,
to subordinate his police and intelligence services to the presidential
intelligence organization. (7)

(S) Attended a modern weapons familiarization course at Fort
Bliss in 1960. In November 1960, was ameng the five persons listed
as members of the self-proclaimed revolutionary eommittes involved
in the unsuccessful coup atterapt against President Ngo. Despite dis-
claimers, the cominittee members were investigated. Suspected of
disloyalty, was sent to the United States in January for 18 months
of training at the Cominand and General Staff College at Fort Leaven-
worth. Returned to South Vietnam in July 1962. Remained unas-
signed for a year and was named an inspector for the Strategic Hamlet
Program. (7)

(S) Became assistant to the acting chief of staff of the Army under
the martial law promulgated on August 20,1963, A fter participating
in the coup which overthrew President Ngo in November 1963, was
appointed head of the Intelligence Coordinating Committee and pro-
moted to major general. Advanced to lientenant general in the re-
organized miiitary rank structure on November 16, 1965. (7)

(8) Supported Major General Nguyen Xhanh’s takeover of the
goverimnent in January 1964, but apparently was nol enthusiastic
about the new government. Became deputy commander of the 11
Corps in February 1964; the following month, was named third vice
chairman of the Revolutionary Military Council. In July, became
the tirst Vietnamese ambassador to the Republic of China, an appoint-
ment which seemed to please him ; asserted that it would remove him
from the developing power struggle in Saigon. Meanwhile, reiterated
his support of General IChanh, but, at the same time, disagreed with
some of his policies and appointments. (7)
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(S) After the overthrow of Prime Minister Tran Van Huong’s
government, returned to Saigon in February 1965 to become chairman
of ihe Nativnal Legisiailve Lounuil under Prire Minister Phan Huy
Quat. Despite reports that he was being considered for appointmnent
to high-level military posts, remained with the Council while Prime
Minister Quat was in power. (7)

(S) PHAN HUY QUAT. Former Prime Minister (IFebruary 16 to
June 12, 1965) under Chief of State Phan Khae Suu.

(S) Despite his short-lived incumbuency as head of a government,
his political and administrative qualifications place him in an out-
standing position ameng potential leaders in a future civilian govern-
ment. Was selected as prime minister by the 30-member Armed Forces
Council headed by Major General Nguyen Khanh. Although he was
not. General Khanh's choice for the position, the majority of the Coun-
cil regarded him as the one civilian most acceptable to the various
religious and political groups. (7)

(S) Accepted his appointment, which was supported by then
Brigadier General Nguyen Cro Ky, on condition that he would resign
if the military prevented the government from working effectively.
Attempted to choose a Cabinet composed of representatives from
political, religious and regional areas. Most of the important posts,
however, were given to persons from the northern and central sections
of South Vietnam. Mutually irreconcilable political differences de-
veloped with Chief of State Phan Khac Suu. This led to their
resignations, handing the reins of the government back to the military.
M

(S) In the international field, was against the French presence in
Vietnam, and in the cold war, is against neutralism, strongl- anti-
Communist and favorably disposed toward the United Stat.s. In
1965, two of his children were attending schools in the United States.
His comprehension of international affairs has been broadened by
travels to France in 1953, 1954 and 1962. In April 1964, visited the
Philippines to attend the foreign winister’s conference of the South-
east Asia Treaty Organization; in May, headed a South Vietnamese
delegation to the United States to support his country’s interests at
the United Nations Security Council’s discussion of the South Viet-
namese-Cambadian dispute. (7)

(S) In dealing with domestic affairs, has manifested honesty,
intelligence and a pleasing personality. At one time, favored an edu-
cated authoritarian ruling elite and a return tc Vietnam'’s aneient cul-
tural and family traditions. Was formerly described as a monarchist,
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but evidently those views have been changed by events sincs the over-
throw of President Ngo Dinh Diem. (7)

{S) In general, has been an oppositionist to the country’s succes-
sive governments, under the French, under Chief of State Bao Dai
and under President Ngo Dinh Diem. In February 1964, however,
favored the reformation rather than the overthrow of Major Genoral
Nguyen Khanlis government. As minister of foreign affairs from
February to October 1964, frequently expressed concern about what
he regarded as wenknesses of General Xhanh—impulsiveness and
making decisions without acequately consulting his advisers. When
Genzaral Khanh was removed in October, refused the offer of a post
in the Cabinet of Prime Minister Tran Van Huong but agreed to
accept the Huong government as Jong as it did not attempt to remain
in power indefinitely. (7)

(S) Born on July 1, 1909, at Huu Phuong, nsar Ha Tinh ir Nerth
Vietnam, about. 115 miles north of the Demarcation Line. Is the son
of a wealthy landowner who was a doctor of letters and a mandarin.
Is married; his wife seldom appears in public. They have seven
children of their own and ave raising several others who are children
of relatives living in North Vietnam, possibly including those of his
cousin, Hoang Ming Gian, North Vietnam’s minister of culture in
1964. (7)

(U) Regarded by many South Vietnamese as a gentle, thoughtful,
judicious, introspective intellectual; has a slender frame, and flashing
penetrating eyes. Enjoys tending his flower garden and the company
of his numerous dogs and cats.

(U) Speaks French fluently; his English is good; and he has some
knowledge of Chinese. Is a practicing but not militant Buddhist.
Was educated at Kceola Pollerin in IIue and at the Lycée du Protec-
torat in Ilanoci. Studied at the Faculté de Médecin i Hanoi until
1937 when he received a degree as doctor of medicine. In 1950, wrote
a treatise entitled “Vietnam and the Defense of Southeast Asia.”

(3) Owned a maternity clinie in Hanoi where he actively engaged
in his profession until 1945. At the same time, taught at the Faculté
do Médecin and became widely respected as n distinguished para-
sitologist. Because of his birthplace, schooling and other attachments
in North Vietnam, he is still regarded by many South Vietnamese as
a “northerner.” (7)

(3) After gaining a wide reputation as medical doctor in Hanoi,
began his public service career with the establishment of the State of
Vietnam on July 1, 1949, when he wrs appointed undersecretary of
state for education in the Boo Dai Cabinet. Served as minister of
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national defense in the Nguyen Phan Long Cubmnet from January
until March 1950 when he resigned, contending that the government
lacked popular suppott and was not carrying out the program of
Chief of State Bao Dai. Returned to Hanoi and resumed his medical
work and became associated with an iraport-export firm. Meanwhile,
hecame one of the principal organizers and officials of the National
Popular Movement, the political action arm of the National Party of
Greater Vietnamn (Dai Viet Quoc Dan Dang), the strongest of the
politically independent nationalist organizations. Was leader of its
northern faction. It achieved little snecess, however, and was subse-
quently suppressed by Vietnamese authorities. (7)

(S) Was appointed minister of national education in February
1951, but resigned before the Cabinet was installed. Was minister
of nationul defense from May 1953 until June 195¢. Was personally
selected by Chief of State Bao Dai for this portfoliv, specifically to
develop a national army, during the critical period immediately fol-
lowing the country’s newly achieved independence. With the widened
experience in international affairs gained in this post, his approach
to the new responsibilities became statesmanlike and intelligent. (7)

(S) Was relieved as minister of national defense in June 1954,
when Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem refused to take him into the
government on the basis of opposition of various sects resentful of
action taken against their forces by Quat as defense minister. (7)

(S) During the Ngo regime, presuinably engaged actively in oppo-
sition movements and in April 1960, was a member of the so-called
Caravelle Group which signed a widely circulated paper known as
the Manifesto of the Eighteen petitioning the government for liberal-
ized reforms. In connection with the November 1960 coup attempt,
was among those arrested for poussible participation. Was released
later, however, and the government paid him for damages done to his
office by its forces. By 1961, had begun to organize the Front for
National Unity (Mat Tran Doan Ket), composed of antigovernment
and progovernment persons, whose common desire was to fisht com-
munisin.  The group remained fairly quiescent with its following
small Lut loyal to its founder. (7)

(S) Rejected the offer to be minister of health on November 3, 1963,
under Chief of State Nguyen Khanh, because he thought hLis political
status was worthy of & more important office. Served on the Council
of Notables, however, as head of the Foreign Affairs and Information
Commission, On January 23, 1964, the Commission, under his direc-

tion, submitted a motion for the suspension of relations with France.
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because of inereased French pressure for the neutralization of Viet-
nam, but the motion was never passed by the Council. (7)

(U) PHAN KHACSUU. TFormer Chief of State (October 26, 1964
to June 12, 1965).

(8) Unanimously elected Chief of State by the High National
Council, the constitution-drafting body which promulgated the Pro-
visional Charter of October 20, 1964, tu establish the facade of civilian
rule after continuous military government since the overthrow of
President Ngo in November 1963, Resigned on Juna 12, 1965, trans-
ferring his office back to the military, under Lieutenant General
Nguyen Van Thieu. His resignation veportedly was caused by mu-
tually irreconcilable political differences between himself and his
prime minister, Phan Huy Quat. Was named to the High Council
when it was formed in September 1964 ; subsequently elected as its
chairman, and finally, on October 24, 1964, was nnanimously elected
by the Council to serve as (ief of State, a post he accepted with the
proviso that he could relinquish it as soon as & natisnal convention was
convened. (7)

(S) Is deseribed as a moderate progressive and as an astute politi-
cian. Ias a reputation for integrity and courage and continues to be
an outstanding figure among the former political leaders. Ap-
parently has support among the Buddhists and Catholics as well as
within the C20 Dai and Hoa Hao sects. During bis public life, was
long associated with movements promoting peasant aud worker wel-
Fare. Is said to be particularly influential in the southern provirnces
of South Vietnam, and his name is sometimes mentioned in plans to
form new political parties envisioned afior the return to a civilian
government. (7)

(S) His experience in international affairs is lunited to the economic
field. In January 1950, attended the Asian Regional Conference of
the International Labor Organization at Ceylon. In March 1953, was
a member of the South Vietnamese delegation to the eleventh session
of the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East at Tokyo. In
Augnst 1964, as a former member of the defunct National Assembly,
attended the International Confevence of Congressmen at Copenhagen.
(")

(S) Born on January 9, 1805, at My Thuan, & village near Can Tho,
about 85 miles southwest of Saigon. (omes from a family of wealthy
landowners. Has a dignified appearance, gray-white hair and a gentle
voice; has a reputation for honesty, sincerity and courage. Appeared
to be in poar Jiealth while serving as Chief of State and was a hospital
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patient in November 1964, but after retirement, appeared physically
fit, tanned, s < Ioxed and rested. (7)

(3) Speaks French fluently and some English. Is o member of
the Cao Dai sect but has always been on good terms with leaders of
the Buddhist Institute (Vien IHoa Dao), ineluding Tl:ich Tam Chau.
(M

(S) Educated in Saigon, Tunis and France. Received a degree
in agricultural engincering from Ecole Nogent in France in 1930, and
entered public service in the same year. (7)

(3) Began his public life as director of the Xeonomic and Agri-
cultural Research Service and as secretary | - ral of the Chambre
d’Agriculture, from 1830 to 1940, in what was then the I'rench colony
of Cochin China. Arrested by the French authorities in 1041 for
founding the Unified Democratic Party of Vietnam; sentenced to 8
years’ imprisonment on Con Son (formerly called Poulo Condore),
the penal island.  After World War II, was released and appointed
by the postwar French administration as director of economic affairs
for Cochin China.  Inthe first Bao Dal government, served as under-
seeretary of state for agriculture, labor and social affairs from 1949 to
1950 and as w technical adviser in the Ministry of Agriculture from
1951 to 1954, Meanwhile ‘n 1949, became the secretary general of
the newly organized People’s \ssociation for Vietnamese Independ-
ence (Vietnam Doc Lap Dan Chung Lien Doan—commonly called
Viet Doan), the nationalist political organization of the Binh Xuyen,
and in 1952, reportedly was a leader in the National Resistance Move-
ment (Phong Trao Quee Gia Khang Chien), said te be an anti-French
and pro-United States political group. (7)

(S) Was appointed minister of agrictiture in the first government
of Prime Minister Nge Dinh Diem in July 1954, but was relieved of his
post in Septomber of that year beeause of implicaticn i 2 Bink Xuyen
anti-Ngo plot. By January 1957, was serving as direcior general of
agrarian reform in a district 20 mises north of Saigon. (7)

(S) Became a delegate, the only oppositionist, in the National As-
sunbly in 1950, Continuedd technically to hold this position aven
after his arrest 2ad imprisonment by the Ngo regime shortly after his
name appeared among the signers of the so-ealled Munifesto of the
Lighteen issued by the Caravelle Group in April 1960 petition.ng
the government for liberalized reforms and wrging popular support
for the leaders, who attempted a coup the following November,
Awaited trial untit Ju'c 1963, when he was sentenced to 8 yer~s’ im-
prisonmept. Was released immedintely after the coup of Novenibe~
1963, and in the following month, became a mermber of the short-liveq
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Council of Notables under Major General Duong Van Minh as Chief
of State.  After ils dissolution early in 1964, was named to the High
National Council, appointed by the Provisional I.eadership Com-
nittee, actually a triumvirate congisting of Mujor General Nguyen
Ihanh; Majur General Duong Van Minh and Major General Tran
Thien Khiem. (7)

{S) After resigning as Chief of State, retired to a small dwelling
in Saigon.  Claims that Le bears no grudges against Lieutenant Gen-
erul Nguyen Van Thien and ths other generals for taking over the
government. Tlis reflections on the state of affairs appear to be
weighted with apprehensions regarding the Comununist threat. In
September 1965, asserted that the rise in juvenile delinquency could
be traced to Communist sources and that the Buddhist Institute may
be a prime target for Communist infiltration. Gives the general
impression that he still has political ambitions and, as of late in 1965,
seemed confident that he could win in an electoral coniest for the
presideney of the Republic. (7)

(8) PHAN QUANG DAN (alas PIIAN HUY DAN until 1951
sometimes uses name SEBASTIAN DAN). Ieader of ti..
banned I'ree Democratic Party.

(S) Until his arrest and detalmanent for participation in the at-
tempted coup of November 1960, was widely regurded as the most
active, able, experienced and successful political opposition figure in
South Vietnam. Aided by an established reputation as an outstanding
physician, author and publisher with a special interest in public af-
fairs, became the only opposition candidate to win a seat in the Na-
tional Assembly elections of 1958, His inmense popularity in Saigon
was demonstrated by his overwhelming G-1o-1 margin of vietory in
the election, in spite of 8,000 troops placed in his electorate with in-
structions to vote against him. Continues to be regarded by many

Sovth Vietnamese as one of the most plomment figures in the political
field, netwithetanding his foiced removal from the political scenc
by Px'osident Ngo's regime in 1960, follc wed by the limited opportuni-
ties for political expression and the absence of clections under the
subsequent governments. (7)

(U) General respect for Lis significant political poientialities was
attested by his election on April 12, 196v, as chairman of the Natinnal
Political Conzress’ LLLcutne Cumm.ttw In this position, heads the
important body composed of some 100 ddlegates from groups repre-
senting all segments of nationa! life, called by the Armed Worces
Couneil to prepare the way for drafting a new constitution—cne of
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Clouneil of Notablos under Major General Duong Van Minh as Chief
of sState. After its dissolution early in 1964, was named to the Iigh
Nutional Couneil, appointed by the Provisional Leadarshin Com
mittee, actually a triumvirate consisting of Major General Nguyen
Whaah, Major General Duong Van Minh and Major Genera]l Tran
Thien Khiem. (7)

(3) After resigning as Chief of State, retired to & small dwelling
in Saigon, Claims that he bears no grudges against Licutenant Gen-
ernl Nguyen Van Thiew and the other generals for taking over the
government. Ilis reflections on the state .  affairs appear to be
weighted with apprechensions regarding the  ommunist threat. In
September 1965, asserted that the rise in juvenile delinquency eould
be traced to Communist sources and that the Buddhist Institute may
he a prime farget for Communist infiltration. Gives the general
ipression that he still has politicai ambitions and, as of late in 1965,
seemen confident that he coild win in an electoral contest for the
presidency of the Republic. (7)

(8) PHAN QUANS DAN (alias PITAN HUY DAN until 1951;
sometimes nses pame SEBASTIAN DAN). Leader of the
baimed Free Democratic Party.

(S) Unti’ his arvest and defainnent for participation in the at-
tempted o of November 1060, was widely regarded as the most
active, able, expericnced and successful political opposition figure in
Soutk N ietnuun. - Aided by an established reputation as an outstending
physician, anthor awd publisher with o special intevest in public af-
fuirs, beeanie the culy oppositien candidale to win a seat in the Na-
tional Assessbly elections of 1958, Tis immense populavity ir Saigon
was demmonstrated by his overwhelming ¢-to-1 margin of vietory in
the election, in spite of &000 troops placed in his electorate with in-
structions to vote against him. Coniinues te b regarded Ly many
South Vietnumese as one of the most prominent figures in the political
Held, votwithstanding his forced vemoval from the politicn? seene
by President Ngro's reghae in 1960, foliowald by the limited opportuni-
ties for political exprestion and the absemes of elections undev the
subsciuent gevernments. (7)

(L) General respect for Lis significant political potentialities was
attested by his election on Apnl 12, 1966, s chaitinan of the National
Politieal Congress” Fxea tive Comnittee. In this position, heads the
nupertant body composed of some 100 deicgates from groups repra-
senting all segments of national Jite, calied by the Armed Forees
Council to prepars the way for drafting o ew constitution--one of
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the first steps in the transition frem a military to a civilian-type
government,

(8) Is generally pro-Western ané unti-Commnnist. Supported the
Japanese-backed regime of Tran Trong Kim in 1945. Strougly op-
poses the Commumist government of Ilo Chi Minh. His favorable
attitude toward the United Slates apparently developed even before
it was strengthened by study at arvard Uaiversity from 1952 to
1954. (7)

(S) Criticisms of some Unitee States policies and procedures ap-
pear to be offered in a friendly spirit. Sneaks bitterly of the French
poiitical and military role in Indochina during the colonial period,
but admirss French culture and favors continued rceognition of
French economic interests in South Vietnam. Iis understanding
of the world situation is enhanced by visits to numerous foreign
countries, mainly in connection with his medical studies or political
activities. Travels included: China, in 1946-47; France, in 1949;
the Philippines, Thailand and Switzerland, in 1951; Sweden, Swit:
erland and Tgyvpt, in 1954, Ilas traveled in other countries of the
Middle East and Southeast Asia, including the Philippines revisited
in 1985, (7)

(S) An enthusiastic nationalist, fled to China in 1046, when France
recognized Ilo Chi Minh's so-called Tremocratic Republic of Vietnam
as an “independent state” During 1947 and 1948, was political
counselor to Buo Dai, then living in ITong Kong. Advocated estab.
lishment of a Bao Dai government in Saigon to rival 1Io’s Comumunist
regime based in Ilanoi. (7)

{S) Participated in Bro Dual’s negotintions with the French in
Saigon, Geneva and Paris, iu reference to forniing a government.
Besame minister for information, press and propaganda in the new
Provisional (entral Government cf Vietnam., Founded Vietiam
Presse, the government-owned domestic news ugency but resigried
from the Cabinel. goon thereafter i proiest a, * continued French
controlg.  Broke with Bao Dai, contending th . . terms under which
he becume Chief of State were unsatisfactory to ntionalist aspira-
tions.  In July 1049, refused to aceept sppoimir.ent us under secrstury
of state for interior in Bao Dat's first government., At about the
same time, formed the Republican Party (later named the Free Demo-
cratic Party) to foster Vietnamese independence from I'rance.
Traveled abroad for a number of years thereafter, studying, altending
international medieal meelings, promoting his nationalist views and
writing on political subjects.  Urged Bao Duito resign for the good of
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tho country in May 1955 when he tried to dismiss Ngo Dinh Diem as
prime minister. (7)

(8) Became the leading opposition spokesman soon after Ngo
assumed the presidency and had frequent. clashes with the government.
After announcing, in February 1956, his formation of a Nationalist
Bloc for tha Steuggle for a Democratic Congress (commonly called
the Congress Bloc), was arrested and detained overnight, charged
with distributing Communist propaganda. (7)

(S) Helped form a new coalition called the Democratic Bloc having
programs which included demands for common goals tn defeat com-
munism, guarantees of eivil rights, collaboration with the United
States, a .ong-range program for economic and industrial develop-
ment and gnarantees of French economic and cultural interests in
South Vietnam, Withdrew {rom the Bloe after dissensions developed
i mid-1957 and began writing and printing pelitical articles severely
eriticizing the government. Was a frequent contributor to 7o Luan
(Public Opinion), the Bloc weckly newspaper which was closed by
conrt action in March 1958. Songht authorvization to form the Free
Democratic Party and to publish his own newspaper, but both of his
applications were disregarded. By June 1959, three papers had been
closed down after printing his antigovernment articles. (7)

(S) After election to the Naticnal Assembly in August 1959, was
disqualified from talking his seat on charges that he violated elestion
procedures by offering tree medical trentment to his constituents.
Bitterly denying these accusations, joined the gronp of mnilitary
officers who attempted to seize power in 1960, Was arrested and more
than 2 years later was tried and sentenced to 8 years of hard labor.
When released after the anti-Ngo coup of November 1963, reportedly
offered his services to the Council of Generals headed by Major Gen-
eral Duong Van Minh., Finding no position available, retired from
political activity and began compiling a dictionary of Chinese char-
acters, lixcept for becoming chairman of the Gia Dinh Provineial
Council and running a health clinie in a Saigon suburb, remained in
relative scculsion undil appoiiited @ nember of ihe National Poiitieal
Congress in April 1966, (7)

(S) Born November 6, 1918, rveportedly near Vinh in Nghe An
Province {now in North Vietnam) of a middic-class family, Is
married and has several children. Speaks competent LEnglish and
Trench and presumably reads Chinese. 1s « Duddhist. (7)

(S) Attended sccondary school at the Feole Pollerin in Iue,
and a school in Havoi from which he graduated cum laude in philoso-
phy. Received a degrce in medicine from the University of Hanoi
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in 1945 and one from the Sorbonne, University of Paris. Reccived
further medical training in Shanghai where he was a physician at
the municipal hospital in 1946,  Attended Harvard University from
1059 to 1951, where he reccived a master’s degree in public health.
Was professor of preventive medicine at the Medical School of Saigon
1n 1955-56. 1lis published articles deal with medieal, political, public
health and military subjeets. (7)

Uy TIICH TAM CHHAU (real name reportedly is DOAN VAN
HOAN). Chairaan of the Buddhist Institute for the Execution
of Dharma (Vien IToa Dac), commonly called the (nstitute for
Secular Affairs (or the Buddhist Lay Institute) since January
1964,

() Was one of the wost prominent leaders in the Buddhist oppo-
sition to the govertment of ex-Prime Minister Tran Van Huong ({from
October 20, 146 to January 27, 19653), and, along with Thich Tri
Quang, is generally regarded as instigating the numerous Buddhist
antigovernment demonstrations during all of 1964, Wields less in-
fluence, however, than politically ambitious Tri Quang, compared to
whom he seems to be relaiively moderate in his nims, less ambitious
for political power, less anti-Catholic and more willing to cooperate
with other groups. A suave man, has adeptly used tactful and diplo-
matic methods in efforts to soothe, placite and win over fuctions oppos-
ing hisstand on various issucs, (7)

(i3) Has rationalized his opposition to PPrime Minister Huoeng’s
government by asserting that many of its Cabinet members were un-
acepiable to Buddhists and that he deplored the support accorded to
it by the United States. Tlespite this mood, his confacts with United
States officials have been cordial, and they have described him as calm
and moderate with a conciliatory temperament.  1lis attitude toward
subsequent governments appears to be tempered with reason. In
Iate March 1966, continued to meet frequently with Prime Minister
Xy ona friendiy basis,  Ias veportedly asserted tuat South Vietnam
needs a government. that can remain in power for at least 2 years, IHis
relations with the niilic . Buddhist Thich Tri Quang seem to have
become cooly if not ur “endly. (7)

{U) In December 1965, headesd the Unified Buddhist Church of
Vietnam?®s delegation on a 2h-duy tour of Japan, South Korea, the
Republic of China and Hoog Kong —a goodwill visit to places that
had “voi«d <ympathy with Vietnamese Buddhists during their per-
secutions under the regime of President Ngo Dicl Diem”  During
vhis trip the lelsgation refuted the allagations that the Buddhists
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were pro-Communists and prometed the idea of a World Buddhist
Church as proposed by Vietnaunese Buddhists. In mid-January
1966, led the Unified Buddhist Chureh’s delegation to the Buddhist
Convention in Ceylon.

(S) Born in 1921, some 25 miles south of Hansi, in Ninh Binh
Province, came to South Vietnam as a refugee in 1954 and sitce then
has been active in the \ssociation of Vietnamese Buddhists who came
from North Vietham. His strength lies mainly among refugees in
the Saigon arca. Besides Vietnamese, presumably speaks Chinese,
as 'he has translated articles on Buddhism from the Chinese
langusge.(7)

(J) THICH TRI QUANG (real name reportedly i1s PHAM
BONG) Secretary General of the High Council of the Buddhist
Hierarchy, the supreme clerical body of the Unified Buddhist
Church of Vietnam, since it was formed in January 1964.

(5) As one of the most militant bonzes and foremost political
Jeader in the South Vietnamese Buddhist hierarchy, is the preeminent
representative of the youngest and best-trained elements in the Bud-
dhist leadership. Ts recognized for outstanding political astuteness
and intellectual brillance and is regurded as the hierarchy’s foremost
strategist. Tlis importance is indicated by his dominant role in the
vicient Buddhist agitations, which contributed lurgely to the over-
throw of President Ngo Dinh Diemn. Whas publicly accused of having
Communist connection. by President Ngo, who admitted that his
only evidence was a French intelligence report made during the Indo-
ehinn War. (7)

(C) By early 1966 his fanatical anti-Catholic utternnces and his
persistent opposition to military rule had incited many noisy demon-
strations, particularly by students, calling for the removal of Prime
Minister Nguyen Cao Ky and his government of generals. His de-
mands inciuded a return Lo o government by elected officials, within
a few mouths. Offered no plans, however, for making this major
transition of authority under wartime conditions in a new and polit-
ieally inexperienced country.

(5) Born about 1922 at Diem Dien in Quang Binh Province, just
north of the Demarcation Line. IIis father was a prosperous farmer.
One brother is in the South Vietnamese Army. Denies reports that
another brother is a North Vietnamese monk or a member of the secrot
police in Nortn Vietnam. (7)

{5) Has a roune pale face and appears more youthful than the
aversge person of s age.  Requires frequent hospital teentment for
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recurring astlima and tuberenlosis. Customarily stays in an air-
conditioned but austerely furnished maternity hospital room when in
Saigon. Ts frequently described as sober and introverted but can be
a cheerful and an engaging conversationalist. Enjoys Mozart and
Beethoven and has contributed an American record collection to a
Buddhist pagoda. Keeps current with Western cultural and intel-
lectual trends. (7)

(S) Ts proud, ambitious and aggressive and exhibits supreme self-
confidence. Seems determined to gain recognition for Buddhist
demands and their enactment. In pursuing these aims, has been
changeable in his attitudes toward various issues and is continually
restless until his demands are met.  Ts highly intelligent, has great
poise and is endowed with considerable personal magnelism. as evi-
denced by his ability to control and influence a crowd. (7)

{S) Was sent to & pagoda in Hue at age 13 to train for monkhood.
After some disciplinary difficalties, developed into a mature student
with a photographic memory and an inquisitive mind. Although
holding no known degrees from a non-Buddhist school, is a well-
edacated person. Is said to bave been a licensed lawyer before be-
coming a bonze. Reads Chinese, French and classical Vietnamese.
Speaks only in Vietnamese. Claims he cannot comprehend spoken
Iinglish or Trench. (7)

(S) Early in his career, was a follower and student of Tich Tri Do,
a prominent bonze in North Vietnam. During President Ho Chi
Minh’s self-proclaimed government in the emily 1940's, was a member
of the pro-Viet Minh Buddhist Association; reportedly studied Marx-
ism at Hanoi in 1945. 1In 1946, was appoinied a professor in a Bud-
dhist school in North Vietnam. Tater, went to Hue and lectured at
Da Lat. In 1951, represented the Victnamese Central Region at the
Vietnamese National Buddhist Congress. In 1952, was chief of the
Department of Information and General Association of Vietnamese
Duddhists and attended the Second Congress of the World Fellowship
of Buddhists in Tokyo, Meanwhile, was editor of Virt An, a Buddhist
review; in 1954, headed the semimonthly Vietnamese-language peri-
odical Phat Phap (Law of Buddha), published in Hue. (7)

(S) After 1954 his activities appear to have been lmited to
Buddhist affairs in South Vietnam. Working from his home pagoda
at Yue, reportedly set up an organization modeled somewhat after
that of the Communists he had seen develop in North Vietnam. In
1963, reportedly was responsible for student activities in Flue and
the surrounding Tlma Thien Province. On the basis of muaerous eon-
versations with him in 1963, United States official sources concluded
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that he was an anti-Communist Vietnamese nationalist seeking ex-
pansion of Buddhist influence in the South Vietnamese Govern-
ment. (7)

(3) Basides Jeading the militant Buddhist demonstrations of May
1965 in ITue, appears to have encouraged and organized the self-
immolation of Buddhist monks in increasingly spectacular protesis
against the Ngo regime. Charged the regime with corrupt practices
aud with using dietatorial methods to stamp out civil and religious
freedom, meanwhile insisting that his protests were moutivated solely
by religions principles. For his disruptive activities, was arves. :d
and imprisoned for 10 days in August 1963, but escaped and fled to
the United States Fmbassy in Saigon where, on September 1, he was
granted asylum. (7)

(S) After the November 1, 1983, coup, the government of Major
General Duong Van Minh requested him to joint it as Buddhist ad-
viser, but he left the United States Embassy on November 4, stating
that he would be available to the government only for consultation.
Appurently, concluding that religion should be separate from the gov-
ernment, claimed that his only ahin was to consolidate and strengthen
the Buddhist organization in South Vietnam, especially in the Central
Lowlands and the Central Highlands. Indications were that his per-
sonal ambition was to become leader of a powerful and revitalized
Buddhism in the country. (7)

(S) At e thne of entering the Embassy, was critical but basically
sympathetic toward Urited States policy in Vietnam.  Later, became
very friendly with Americans, appeared graieful for Uniled States
protection and cooperated with Embassy officials. After the coup,
seemed to favor continued United States presence in South Vietnam
to promote stability and, above all, to prevent a vevival of the Ngo
regime policies. (7)

(8) After lewving Imbussy protection, resumed his position as
secretary general of the Buddhist Association of Central Vietnam,
withm the General Buddhist Associntion. Was elected scerctary gen-
eral of the ITigh Couneil of the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam
i January 1964, when that body was formed in an effort to unify the
various Buddhist groups. By May 1964, was engaged in a power
struggle with the influential but Jess militant Thich ‘Tam Chau. The
siruggle intensified after the September 13, 1964 abortive coup, when
Thich Tam Chau opposed Buddhist support of a Saigon general strike.
Virtually an open break between the two men resulted. ‘There -fter,
Thich Tri Quang increased his opposition to military leaders (such
as (ieneral Minh, then Chief of State, and General Khianh, then prime
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minister) remaining in the government unless they resigned from the
Army. Also, reiterated his opposition to neutralists and their
“Trenchi-inspired” activities which he claimed were designed to bring
about a negotiated settlement with North Vietnam. (7)

(S) During the summer of 1964, his attitude toward the govern-
ment of General Khanh appeared to moderate somewlat, but he con-
tinued to encourage demonstrations by militant student groups in Hue,
particularly if they were in support of any Buddhist policies. By
October, was actively promoting a Buddhist political party and an
unofficial party publication. In a Hue speech, however, stressed that
he did not want Buddhism to become a state religion, since he feared
conditions might develop similar to those under the Ngo regime.
Meanwhile, to United Siates officials frequently voiced fears of a
Catholic plot against ibe Buddhists and the government. At the sams
time, expressed his growing opposition to Prime Minister Xhanh. (7)

(S) By the beginning of November 1964, had aroused opposition
among his followers against the new government of Prime Minister
Tran Van Hu ng, whom he had at first supported. At the sane time,
his differences with Thich Tam Chau appeared to lessen as the latter
also expressed opposition to Prime Minister Huong’s government,
Meanwhile, openly advocated replacing the government by one with
Phan Huy (quat as prime minister, and urged United States oflicial
intervention to bring these changes about. Possibly disappointed by
United States inacti+ ity in this direction, began a 7-day hunger strike
on January 12, 1965, and threatcned immolations in front of the
American Embassy if results were not forthcoming. Stopped his
campaign, finally; when Prinie Minister Huong was ousted on January
27, by General Khanh, chief of the Armed Forces Council. (7)

(S) His epposition activities were relatively limited from Feb-
ruary 16 to June 12, 1965, when the government was under civilian
leadership.  Iis dislike for the militavy in powe» continued, as evi-
denced by expressions of displeasuro toward t. - Chief of Siate,
Lieutenant, General Nguyen Van Thieu, and Prime Minister Nguyen
Cao Ky, chiefs of the new government, which, on June 12, 1965, ve-
placed the one headed by civilians, (7)

(U) TRAN BUU KIEM. Member of the Central Conunittee of the
Communist-directed National Front. for the Liberation of South
Vietnam since February 1962 and of its Presidium since January
1964; Chairman of the Ceniral Committee’s Liaison and Foreign
Affairs Comunitiee und Chairman of its Commission for Ixternal
Relations also since 1964. (These Contral Committee Depart-
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ments apparently merged in 1965 io become the External Rela-
tions Cominittee.)

(S) Is an experienced youth leader and apparently is highly re-
garded in the Communist-directed National Front as a person suitable
for handling various tvpes of organizational agencies and fer meeting
foreign representatives. Was elected secretary general of the Central
Committes in November 1963 to replace Nguyen Van Hieu, who was
assigned to Pragne, but in turn was replaced by Huynh Tan Phat in
January 1964, Before hecoming secretarv general, was authorized to
act as spokesman for the chairman of the Central Co.nmitiee on at
least. one occasion. As chairman of the Ixternal Relations Com-
mittee, presumably would represent the Front in any negotiations it
may have with foreign governments. Is also a member of the Central
Committee of the Democeratic Party (Dang Dan Chu), associated with
the National Frout. Was named chairman of the so-called Union of
Students for the Liberation of South Vietnam in September 1963,
and apparently still retaing this position. Is described in Front bi-
ographies as “an intellectnal and ardent patriot.” (7)

(S) Born about 1920 in Cochin China (now the southern part of
South Vietnam). Ismarried. His wife reportedly was active in the
Communist-infiltrated Defense of Peace Movement formed at Saigon
in 1954; she was arrested in 1960 by South Vielnamese Government
authoriries because of her connections with the Viet Cong and 3 years
later was senlenced to life imprisonment at hard labor, resulting in
his rvelief as secretary general of the Central Coinmittee, allegedly
becauso he was then regarded as a secvrity risk. (7)

(8) In 1946, was a Democratic "arty delegate to the Provisional
Central Committee of the South Vietnam Section of the Lien Viet
Front, one of the Hanoci-sponsored organizations, which later was
incorporated into the Viet Minh. As a zonal chief of the executive
commitiee of the South Vietnamm branch of the Conununist-oriented
Vietnamese Youth League, reportedly headed a youth delegation
which, in 1949, spent several months in North Vietnam training for
resistance againgt the Wrench. (7)

(S} By the early 1950's, was said to be a member of the Resistance
and Administrative Section of the Communist-dominated Viet Minh's
Directing Committes for the Nam-bo (literally Southern Area, 2 term
applied by Viet Minh to the Cochin China area, generally southwest
of the Central Highlands). In 1958, headed the Iiconomic and ¥Finan-
cial Affnirs Section of the Viet Minl's Directing Committee for the
Nam-bo. Was identified in 1960 as chief of the Viet Cong Streté, en-
gaged in “reforming and reorganizing” guerrilla and commando units
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in Saigon, and, at the same time, was snid to be in close linison with
Chinese Communist agents in Che Lon, (7)

(8) In 1961, was reportedly a member of the Communist Saigon-
Cho Lou-Gia Dinh Committee and became active in the so-called
National Front at the time of its incention. Wus elected to the
Front’s Central Conunittee early in 1062 as a representative of the
self-styled Liberation Student Association. Meanwhile, veportedly
was still engaged in reorganizing guerrilla commande auits in Saigon
osnd attended a Viet Cong military organizational meeting at the
Chinese Communist embassy in Phinom Penh which was also attended
by representatives from North Vietham and the Soviet Union. In
February 1965, headed the Front aelegation to the preliminary mect-
ings of the Indochiuese People’'s Conference at Phnom Perh. (7)

(U) TRAN THIEN KHIEM. Lieutenant General. Ambassador
to the Republic of China since November 1, 1963,

(8) Was a leading figure in the coup overthrowing President Ngo
Dinh Diem on November 1, 1963. Supperted his longtime {riend
and ascociate, Major General Nguyen Khanl, in his takeover of the
government in January 1964, but within 6 months their friendship
secmed to cool. Claimed that Geuneral Khanh, yielding to Buddhist
pressure for the neutralization of South Viernam, was intriguing
against him, and, to remove him from direct participation in Saigon
affairs, secured his assigmment to visit several Kuropean countries.
The establishment of the -ivilian government under Tran Van Huong
in October 1964 left. General Khiem without an official post until he
was appointed ambassador to the United States later in the month,
(7)

(5) Intensely anti-Conmumunist, has often advocatd d strong military
action against North Vielnam and firmly opposes wiy ideas which,
in his opinion, might lead to the neutralization of South Vietnam.
Has manifested fraukness and friendliness towurd United States
officiale and geatitude for United States o1d but has obdurately ve-
jected suggestions from American and other sources that negotiations
with the Viet Cong might solve the insurgency problem. (7)

(3) In furtherance of hiz Army eareer, attended a military course
in IFrance in 1949 -30, and ancther one in the United States in 1959-60,
In a governmental capacity, Lis oflielal trips to foreign countries in-
clude: a visit to the Republic of Keren in December 1963 as Soulh
Vietnam's representative at the inauguration of President Park Chung
Hee; » mission to Taipel in March 1964 to discuss military organiza-
tion matters and the possibility of receiving military aid; a goodwill
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mission to Thailand and Malaysia, in August 1064, actnally seeking
aid; a visit to Bonn and London in October 1964 to convey thanks
for aid already received and presumably to arrange for its continu-
ation, (7)

(S) Throughout his career, has been associated with various politi-
cal groups, apparently preferring to work behind the scenes with what-
ever group he believes best suited to advance his own interests. At
the same time, has avoided direct political vesponsibilities, Belonged
to the tightly knit Revolutionary Personalist Labor Party (Can Lao
Nhan Vi Cach Mang Dang), popularly known as the Can Lao Party,
which, until the coup of November 1963, was headed by Ngo Dinh Nhu,
President Ngo's brother. Was personally close to President. Ngo for
a number of years; seetucd reluctant to commit himself to any anti-Ngo
movemenis and reportedly ioined the anti-Ngo coup forces only at
the last moment. Although voicing opposition tu some of President’s
Ngo's policies, apparently observed developments closely before mak-
ing any move against the Ngo regime. Reportedly accepted 'wibes
from President Ngo’s influentia! brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, who was
attempting to buy loyalty. Became a member of the Revolutionary
Military Council after President Ngo was overthrown, but continued
serving as chief of the Joint General Staft and as chief of staff for
Operations. By early 1964, was said to be associated with a faction
of the fragmented Nationalist Party of Greater Vietnam {Dai Viet
Quoc Dan Dang--DVQDD), commonly called the Dai Viet Party,
which was bent on ousting Major (General Npuyen Khanh from his
post as prime minister, (7)

(SY Meauwhile, became commander of the 111 Corps, an important
regional command which surrounds but exeludes the: Saigon-Cho T.on
nctropolitan area, 1Iis units provided the militavy forces for Gen-
eral Khanli's coup, on January 80, 1964, ousting Mujor General Dnong
Van Miuh from Office as Chiel of Stuate. Subzequent’y, was appointed
minister of defense, commander in chief of the armed forees and fivst
deputy chairman of the Revolutionary Military Council. Beeame a
member of the Steeving Cammittes inder the joint chair manship of
Generals Khani and I)uox.g Var Minh in AlmndL 1964 when G(-nm al
Khanh was foreed to resign as president beeanse of Boddhist rinting
in opposition to his assumption of additivnad powers. (7)

(8) Resigned as minister of national defense in September 1964,
but retained the post of commander in ehief of the armed forees 1ntil
relieved and sent abroad az ambassador to the United States in Oe-
tober 1964 by the civiliau government of *rime Minister T'ran Van
Huong. (7)
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(8) Beri December 15, 1923, in Saigon.  1s minrried and has two
children.  His wife, Dizh Thuy Yen, was clected in October 1063 as
delegate io the Third Nutional Asseibly, from Kien Giang Province
(bordering on Cambodia and the Guif of Stam). =he is suid to exer-
cise considerable influence over him, (7)

(5) Mhs el education is limited to primary ana secondary school-
ing in Saigon.  Npeaks Freneh fiuently and English fairly wall. Wus
geneially regarded as a Catholie until April 1966 when, with his wife,
wis reportedly comverted to Buddhism in Taiwan. It is probable
that he originally was a Buddhist but for politieal rersons beeame
a Catholic during President, Ngo's regime. (7)

() Reportedly, in 1913, while in the military servee, was “ortuvea
by the French; in 1946, was ons of 1 officers who defected to the
Communist-led Viet Mimh but returned to the French forees n vear
later.  Attended Da Lat Military Aeaderny in 1046 and 147, A fter
completing the Connnand and General Staff School course at Costiqni-
dan, France, from 1949 to 1950, became assistant to G- 4 in the T Mili-
tary Region, In 1952, as » caplain, jomed a combat group in North
Vietnam; was promofed to major while chief oF staff of the IT Military
Region 1053 to 1955 ; was deputy chief of stat for Logisties until 1957,
when hie became acting chief of the General Staff.  In February 1958,
was appomted commander of the 4th IMfeid Division, (7)

(8) Attended the Command and General Staff Coliege at Fort
Leavenorth, in 1955, m Augnst 1960, was appoinied commander, Ist
Infantry Division. Commanded the 21st Infantry Division and the
V Miiitary Region concur ently from the end of 1960 o Tecorabor
14962, when he was promnted o brigadier geneval sd appointed chief
of the Joint General Statl under President Ngo. V' as promated to
major general in November 1963 and to licutenant general on Augnst,
10, 1964, while Major Ger ral Duong Vin Minh was Chiet of Siate,
(6)

(U) TRAY 7AN DO. Minister of Foreign Affairs sinee June 21,
1965.

(5) Served as deputy prime minister and mivister of foreign af-
fairs in the government of Prime Minister Phan Hoy CQuat (IPebruary
16 to June 12, 1965).  Felt thai Prive Minster Quat, fearing that
he songht to becone prime minister himself, refrained frem delegating
responsibilities to him. Heportedly, was unliappy alsy over the lack
of trust and harmony weng the Ligh olficiais in the Quat govern-
meni. (7)
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(SY In 1967, went fo India, stopping briefly in Thailund, on an
oflicial visit seeking support for fthe Soitl Viclnamase Govarniient’™s
policies; apparently ninde a favorable impression on this trip.  Be-
cause of his naivete, his cuperiors in Snigon were apprehensive lest
he make frank statements to the press, appearing to endorse Indin’s
prono=als for the use of military {oree to control the border with
North Vietnam.  Such statements, the Sajgon anthorities feared,
might jeepardize the stability of the Quat governmment, which, ut that
time, seemed to be eager for negotiations with North Vietnam, Re-
garded by his associates as a vespected nativnalist, is strongly anti-
Communist and opposes neatralism. (7)

(8Y Before entering the government in 1954, was a well-known
medical practitioner in Saigon. Tuined down several offers for
Cabinet posts hefore agreeing to e minister of foreign affaivs in
the first Cabiner of Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Dien, a longstanding
friend.  Disapproval of the vegime™s methods resulted in a deteriorat -
ing velatonship with the Prime Minister, and this forced Lis resigna-
tion. Returned to his medical practice, and became active in
opposition groups and movements.  Wis a member of the so-cailed
Caravelle Group which, in April 1960, issued the Manifesto of the
Eighteen, petiticning e governiuent for Hberaiized reform; actively
supported the attempted coup of ithe tollowing November,
tinued his opposition activities during the suceessive military govern-
ments in 1965 and 1964 Served briefiy, uevertheless, in the
short-lived Council of Notables early in 1964, (7)

(5) Repertedly refused the effer of a Cahinet post under Prime
Minister Tran Van Iuong (October 26, 1364 10 January 27, 1965).
Despite his Iack of support of Tran Vun Huong, did rot favor his
removal from office by force.  In ate 1961, joined Phan IHuy Quat
and a number of others in plans to use the Ruddbi<t movement as a
politicul base without divectly involving Buddhist leadership. Ap-
p.lrentlv became couvinred that the participation of Buddhist gronps

v
15 naeded for o connd gl ciable sovernment, T ine hiz VEATS
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outside the government, often stressed his concern for the dearth of
politieal leadership in Sowth Vietnam, (7)

(5) Born about 1905 into a well-to-do family in Seuth Vietnam,
but ecarly in life he resil-d Sor wome time in North Vietnam.  His
brother isT'ran Van Chucng, former ambassador to the United States,
and Madam Ngo Iinh Nhis his nieve, (7)

(8) 1Is soft spoken, courtevus, earnest and has an alert mind.
Diespite a relatively undvnamie :nppr-,n“mcm expresses himself ‘n‘ml)
and works cnergetically. Speaks Fronch wnd Bugiish iiweniiy.
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Claims he 15 no a Buddbizi bat an agnosties appateatis. oweve,

he iz aceeptable to Buddhist Teadership, as well as o ihie Catholic and
militar leaders b the government. (V)

(UY TRAN VAN HUONG. Former Prime Mini-ter, from October

.:_"'i, 19614 to Jamuary 27, 165, mnder Chief of State Phan Khae

Sun,

(8) Served as prime minister and colwuu(-nﬂ) as minister of de-
fense simder Chief of State Ihan Khae Suu in the civilian Cabinet
fornee L on November 4, 1964, to replace the government headed by
Major General Nguyen Khanh. Is hnown primarily as an edncator
ane businessman. Until this appointinent his experience in polities,
peonomics or government administration had been limited. is in-
Born good judgne f, calnmess and willingness to worlc appear to com-
pmhlw somewhat. foL a lack of inteilectual brilliance.  Is described as
a dedjcated, sincere and honest peison with no stigma or seandal
aftached o bic nome, Reportadly, is favorably regarded by General
Khanh and by some Buddhists. (7)

() Born in 1906 1 Vinh Long Provinee, some 70 miles southwest
of Saigon. Graduated from Ilanoi Teachers College in 1926, then
established his residence in My Tho (40 miles southwest of Saigon),
where he tavght French, literature and history. Subsequently, was
named nspector of education for Tay Ninh Provinee (some 50 miles
northwest of Saigon). (7)

(%) Reportedly was carning a very modest living by operating »
pharnzey 1n Saigon in September 1954 when he entered puhhc life
as prefect (m.nm') of Saigon-Cho Lon, appointed by Presideit (then
Primoe Minister) Ngo !)mh Diem. Resigned his position in 1935,
however, eomplaining that iie had not been given adequate force to
elininate the Binh Xuyen Soviety from Saigon.  Remained relatively
inactive politicaliy for several yeurs, as 2 member of the Movement
to Win wrd Preserve Freedony, composed mainly of eminent intel-
lectuals and high government officials. The Mmemont was defunct

b 1657 T Appib 1060, was one of 18 pvonin

L ‘l)()‘llll)"l\'\ kl") Wi
as the Caravelle Group, which N:ue-l the so-called Manifeslo oi the
Fighteen, o petition ealling for Vberalized governmeutal reforms. (7)

(5 Was indicted and jailed for involvement in the attempted coup
of November 1960. After release in April 1961, worked as an adiniu-
istrative assistund fou ithe Vietnamese Dental ASSOCIM]O!L In Decem-
bee 1963, was appoinied to the short-fived Council of Notables and
subsequently beeame chaivman of tho Political Affairs Commission.
Led the group opposing the resignation of the Council members and
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the disbandment of that bhodye T September 61, was appainted
A as mayor of Sidigon Cho Long thi- time serving nnder Prone
Minister Neouyen Kbanh, whomr he veplaced as prime munster the
next meonth. (1)

(SY AT e aboat 3 months in ooflice was onsted wiiy his Cabinet by
generals ot U e Armed Forees ('ounell, mainly beeause of strong op-
position by the Buddbist Tustitute and in part becanse of the military’s
dissatisfaction with “eivilian weaknese™ At the time it was said that
South Vietnam had two governments: one. a eivilinn government with
awthority but no power, and the other, a military government with
power bur no authority. (7)

t8) After removal from office, spent a peviod of rest at Da Nang
and at Vung Tau. ITn mid-1965, expressed intention to return {o his
home in My Tho and await developments. (7)

(V) VU VAN TITAL Ambassador to the United States since Sep-
tember 1965,

(8) Was mde an economic adviser on the staff of the United
Nattons in 1961, Wag first named ambassador to the United States
late in 1863 when Major General Duong Van Minh was Chief of
State, but the appointment was canceled: returned to his United
Nations' post after Major General Nguyen Khanh took: aver the gov-
crmment. Is known internationally as an eennomist and an engineer.
Was one of the original promniers of the Mekong River development
plan, known as the Mckong River Project (see Glossary). Reportedly
has refused affers of the governorship of the National Bank of Viet-
nam and is suid to have accented the assignment to Washington with
reluctance.  Soun after veporting at Urited Nations Headquarters,
wis assigned to assist with economic development in Togo, where he
remained until the overthrow of the Ngo regime in November
1963, (7)

(5) His viewpoint on international affairs appears to be influenced
by & loug sojourn in France early in his carcer.  While a student in
Taris during Warjd “Var 11, reportediy worked with the French
underground against tie German occupation forees. Was an adviser
to ITo Chi Minh at ihe Fertainebieau negotiations with Frace in
1945, pat proke with ITo wuen he insisted on signing concitmiory
agreements with the French. IFrom 1946 to 1919, was chief of a sec-
tion in the Building and Public Works Laboruatories; from 1949 to
1051, headed the Normandy-Brittany regional department of the
Societé de Instailation Ratienolle. Was divector of Les Presses
Scientifiques Internacionales from 1951 to 1954, While still in
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Franee, beeatie 4 steang Vietnamese sadios alist and, repovtediy, was
A member of o Pars cronp conneeted swith he Viet Minh, the Com-
muinst-ded greanizaticn posimg asa nationn stoconlition woien advo-
cated  Vietmwawese independence and renn " ation. Has not heen
identitiod with any politieal faction. (7)

(3 Adter returntng to Vieram late in 19540 becime asipporter of
Neo Dinh Diem. then prime mimister, said to be {ns father’s friend.
Larly in 1955, was appointed direetor general of planning: by Tecem-
ter of thal year, beeame head of the Foreign Aid General Administra-
tion, meanwhile continwing :formal supervision of the Planning
Divectorate.  iHs vitle was changed to dite tor preneral of foreign aid
and the budget in 1957 when, at his suggzestion, the administration of
foreign aid, in the interests of efliciency, was olaced directly under
the presidency. Became one of the couniry’s most capable civil
servants with ai international reputation for personal honesty and
administrative ability. (7)

(S) After more than ¢ years in the same post, resigned in August
1061, stating that he was disilinsioned with the regime because of its
corrupt practices and inefficient administration of the forelgn aid
program. Refused to compromise his principles by avihorizing
expenditures that reflected the purely political und personal motives
of the President’s brother, Ngo Dinth Nhu. Sympathized fully with
the U'nited States policv of oversecing the administration of its aid
funds and felt thut the United States sheald irsist o economic re-
forms in President Ngn's government, which he came to regard as
intolerably corrupt and dictaterial. Was virtualiy forced to scek
employment out<ide South Vietnam; considered lecturing at Tarvard
University and ‘vorking for the Ford Foundation, but he finally ac-
cepted a position on the staff of the United Nations. (7)

(8) While serving in the forcizn aid post, gained a reputation as
a sell-taught economist, and represented South Vietnam at several
international conferences, including meetings of the Colombe Plan
countries, the Ilconomic Coinmission for Asig and the Far East, and
the International Monetary TFund. .Also accompanied President
Ngo on stafe visits to the United States and to Korea 1n 1957, In
1959, led a goodwill mission to Terael. (7)

(S) Born in Hanoi on January 26, 1919, into a we!'-to-do family.
His father, Vu Van An, u zealous nationalist, joined the Viet Minh
but was executed by the Communists after they seized control of the
Viet Minh movement. Iis wife is a French citizen; they have three
daughters.  Has a slim, rather frail appearance.  Speaks foreefully
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andd often bluntly.  His sensitive, vain and temperminental qualities
contrilmted to his dificultios with the Nao vegime, (7)

(5 Speaks Freneir and heavily accented but understandable
English,  Completed his secondary edueaiion at the Lyede Adbert
Sareant in Hanoi, Continued his studies in Franee asodo i [0,
received Lis fecnee (mazters degree) in seience from the Keole des
Arts et Manufactures in Paris, Studied under a scholarship at the
Natiouxl Center of Scientific Research nntil 1946, when he aecepted
empioyment. at the French Building and I'ublic Works Laboratories.
(1)

MILITARY

(U) CAO VAN VIEN. Licutenant General. Chief of the Joint
General Staff; mender of The Directory (National Teadership
Commitiee' and 1member of the Nafional Seawity Council sinee
Octobev 1, 1965.

(S) Is one of the ieading military figures in the government and
as chief of the Joint General StafY is, in effect, also commander of the
Army. Basically a professional officer and reportedly an excellent
troop leader, hias exhibited strong personal dependability und stubility
in securing and maintaining loyalty of superiors and subordinates.
Prefers a completely military career for himself and has supported
all governments since President Ngo Dinh Diem, motivated prinei-
pally by desire for a strong stabilized government capable of vigor-
ously opposing the Viet Cong. (33)

(8) A strong nationalist and anti-Communist, favors the West and
is highly regarded by United States officials with whom he bas had
dealings.  Studied in the United States in 1956 and 1957, Reportedly
joined the Can Lao Party in 1961 under pressure from the Ngo gov-
ernment, but, since then, has remained relatively frec of pulitical
machinations and military factionalisti.  Succeeded in keeping the
Airborne Brigade loyal to euch suceessive government frem Mareh 11
to September 14, 1964, while he commanded it. (3)

(S) Born on December 11, 1921, in Vientinne, Laos.  Is married
and B ol least three chiidren, About J feet 6 inches, weighs approxi-
mately 140 pounds and has an excellent militar» bearing. Tossesses
strong e 10 L8 Taedenehines Se e TG 0 wggeiton v e
thorough us u stafl officer and as a field commander. Known for his
conrteous, amiable dispd sition, Is, nonetheless; a good wiseiplinarian
and capable of maintaining high morale and rombat efficiency of
troops under Lis command. Is fluent in Vietnamese and French, but
has only a fair command of English. Was wounded in wetion against
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thee Viet Cong ap-bav arded the o ross of Gadlantey oy Mareh i (3

o= Althengis ovveimally o Baddbostowas converted to Catioiu o,
Recentreports, however indieate that he elaims no religions aflilist ion,
ts an aneestor wor-hipper and 3= creitieal of aftempts of rejigions sects
to foment discontent. (9

(S Before eatering inthiary serviee in 190 graduatied from g
Freveh secondary high school in Vientinne, Laos. Commis<ioned from
e Lt Miliiry Newdemy in 1919 cerved in the Reeruiting and Press
Otfiees F the Departinent of efense nntil 1952 when he attended 2
tictical cowrse 10 Hanot, Commee e battabion inoaction in Naorth

Vietnan in 102 andd 12

lield various statl posttions with field units
until 1955 when he hecame G -1 of the Ariny General Statl. In August
1056, attended the Avniy Conanind and General Staft College, Fort
Feavenworth, After promotion to Heatenant colonel in 1939, became
chiref of the Specind Military Statl, Odiice of the DPresident and, con-
currently, commander of the presidential guards. In 1960, completed
airhorne teaining and was promoted to colonel. In Mareh 1961, was
n:mied to head the Airborne Brigade, a post he hetd notil September
1o interrupted only by a 3- or d-day =uspension of command after
the November 1963 coup, which he reportedly joined lelatedly and
blayed an wnimportant part.  Did not partivipate in the January
1964 coup but supported General Khanh's assumption of control of
the government, Was promoied fo brigndier general in March 1064
and continued to demonstrate Lis personal dependability by taking
no part i the September 13 ccap attoapt (o unseat General Khanh,
which Ted to his being named chief of <taff of e Avined Forees Joint
Genernl Statl ana commuand - of the Army on September 13, 1964,
Later in that year. heenme commander of the T Corps and vetained
that post until October 1, (963, when he was reinstated by Prime
Minister Neuyen Cao Ky ax chief of the Joint General Seafl and fane-
tioned ax conmander of the Avny: pramoted to mnjor general on
November 1, 1865, and advanced to leutenant general in the re-
creanized niilitary rank stracture annonnced on November 16, 1965,
3. 7)

(1) DANG VAX QUANG. Lientenant General.  Commander. 1V
Cery s, sinee January 15, 19865, and member of ‘ine Directory
(Nitional Leadership Committer) since June 19, 1965,

(=) Is responsible, as one of the four principal regional com-
nanders, for the adminmstvation and security of the provinees of the
lower Mekongr Ideltn. Is an able, well qualitied commander.  Not
known to have participated in the anti-Ngo coup of November 1963
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O ~|'|~~|'(|H\'||l ;-u\vllllll\-lll.ll ahvovers cinee that thne. Has been o
s e stib e dependadide o aconnd thinker, G0 Ty

() Artended nabhtaey courses i France and the Tnnted States aond
1= behieved to be pro-Western: nadde an obzervation tour of the Vorder
control sv-ten as apphied e Hong Kong o 19550 1stvemely itellh
gent, hias beenilexible i s politicai feanimgs and has showa loyvalty
to the varions governwents m power. Wis a member of the Revolu
tionry Court which tried Ngo Db Cang brother of President Ngo
Dinle Diene in April 166d Also =at with the court which tried de-
fendant= i the Febroarvy 1964 abortive conp against Major Gonerad
Nawsen Khanhe Is generadly regavded one of the group ol military
leader= known as = Young Turks™ who united agai st General Khanh
i mbd- e (G V)

(=) Dorns June 210 B2ogan Khanh Hang, eapital of Ba Xuyen
Province, about 65 nnles southwest ol Saigon. s marned and has
fone ehildren. Is comiewhat stocky at 170 pounds, 5 feet b inches tall,
and haee black hede and exes. Quiet, cooperative and very conscien-
tiouz, appears to be contident and =elfaassuresl. Es fluent o Vietname-
exe il Prenchy and possesses good commuend of  Faglish, 1s a
Roman Catholie: holds the National Order of Vietnam and the Cross
of Valor. (1

(3) Recetved seeondary edneation i Sajgon aid was commissioned
from the Offiver’s Candidate Scehaol of Tanoi in 1949 T 1949 and
it attendad the Infantey Sehool ar Coetquidan, Franee,  Served
ax company cotmmander in 1950 and [ater attended a0 battalion com-
aatder’s veurse s well asoa staft conrse in Hanoi, Was prouoted to
major in 1ns snd to dientenant eofonel in 1936, Ater attending
the Comuand and Geperal Statl Colege, Fort Leavenworth, in 1987
and 199, was appointed chiel of stalt of the Capital Miitary Region.

Seenme Dhivector General of the Civl Gaaed i Bde 1995 was named
J4of the Arimed Forees General Statl in 1960, Seeved as chief of
stafto T Corps, and 20 Nrmed Fovees General Stadt, from 1962 to
ik Was praweted to brigadier general in Tiecember 1964 the
[ L w

sreenvodd e conrandd the TV Yy

gy (JEN : orps. Was pro
mated to mggor general on November 1, 1965 advauced to lieutenant
weneral in the reorganized miditary rank strueture on November 16,

[T TR T

Uy LIS NGUYEN KILANG, Major General, Conmander of the
Marme Brivide aid Coinmandant of the Marine Cotpa sinee
Febrnary 250 10600 Cannennder of the Cupital Military Region
atd member of The Dhirectory ¢ National | ':lni(-l'>]\ip Cominittes)
sinee Llune 21, 1L
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() Generally pecanded ao one ol sl boesr sileer s v Sondh
Vietnariese wrmeed forees) o capanen e of the doy capead aren
volving the security of the governmeri. Mo ensiiy swoved, objeo e
in his ithinking, resists indvingement upo - his comand prevogaiive:,
IF'avors a strong authorita

an government and helicves that, anles g
civilion hader of snflicient sarure and abihiy o prodneed, contimued
malitary coniol of Sowth Viemam poessental, Neovessive, foreeid
and ambitions, apparvently enjoyed the confideree of Presidont Ngeo
Dinh Dien, and, althongli s wember of the November 1963 conp gronp,
alleee 3 wis not s enthiosdastie parviicipant in the event {37

(S Stropgly pro-Weslern aid i unequiveceal ant-Conmnnise
i= a smcere admiver of the United S leabared
He would take ont United Séute- ivizerchip 1f he eondd, Wile diss
trustfnl . { French politieal motives, b

fes e hae voportedly

N

siedl bt awal]
concealed admirziion af Fremelh onitnee. Atended -chools in the

10

Uinited States In 195637 and mn isos-, 00 Lo 196 hadd a shor

v

stenmient. in the it

A derps

pines: Inter that vear, aceompanied Major
Ceneral Tran Thien Whiem. then <hief of the Vrmed Forees Geaeral
Sl onoan oflieial visi to Thatland. (3)

(=) An avdent patriet fcl'vcnt nationalist. aveids ontangle-
ments and is steadfast te thowe in authority. Prefers a bepevolent
but firm one-man rule under prezent conditions: consequently, favors
dotermined contral of a1l dissident clements, Aegedlv, s on
oveaston, threatened fo lend meeine nits

el rovernent (l,’!"l.\:\'
tron. \dthougi a “northerner™ himself, personally feels governnment
adminiziraiion should be in haads of “southerners™ i meve ropresent-
ative of the people. (3,.7)

(S) Borivin son v, Neoao b Vi

yr C .
s Wi,
1
1

Neaven Thi Minh 1o b= al=o 2 northerner, harn on Qe u.l-m- =L,
is extremely competent, pric- Nericans, has an adiairahle |)|"!'~~-H1'l.xi V.

spenks fair French, good Enghsh ard exereises canciderdile inaloen
over her husband, Masson, Loe, Bern o 00 and deoaerhiier, Whandi,
born in 1961 (3)

(S) Approximadeiy b foet 1D ipehes i, welrhs about 130 pennd-
has ieavy cyehbrows 1

1'.:-w.~.;m etis mofes aned i< eticuions in

both ny

uary and eiviline dress. Reeomnizes Tonitations i bis stde
otdinate:; bt denvaads best pesodes consistent with abihny, B

tremely mmbitions,

iive, cithtisastie and polished but ot con
u‘ltml is extremely leval and wses execliont Jlnlwnwnl Rewds widely,

woopinns carelilog and s Lelieved fadly expalide of

Podenven o desjeraie corenpistan s, l.hw‘ not deimi, bt

stiohes Dy, 15, 7)
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(1) Speaks axcellent Trench and English; knows and uses many
Anerican colloquinlismis. Although a Buddhist, has indieated some
doubts as to Bnddhist commitment to anticommmunizm and has re-
portedly declared thav the Catholies best understand and have the
greatest ability to connter Communist aims in South Vietnam.

(2) Awarded the Freneh Croix de Guerre in December 1535, the
Jross of Valor with Silver Star in 1952 and 1965 and with Palm in
1963, and the National Order of Vietnauu in the rank of Knight in
963 (3, 7)

{S) Completed zecondary =chool in Son Tay, Novth Vietnum, and
believed to have done tutorial work in Nerth Vietnam before entering
military service in 19520 Commnidssioned a second Teutenant upon
gradnation from T:a Lat Military \\cademy and served in the South
Vietnamesze Army until 1951, when he transferred to the Mariees as
a first Heutenant.  Until 1956, served in command and staff positions
with marine units, including assignment as Chief of Stafl of the
Marine Brigade.  Arter atiending the Allied Officers’ Assoeinte Ad-
vanced Course, Fort Denning, Geargla, in 1856--57, became commander
of the 2d Marine Tsutalin and was promoted to captain. In 1959,
gractuated first among all alited oflicers from the Junior School,
Marvine Corps Sclinols, Quantico, Virginia, Appointed comnander
of the Marine Brigade in 1060; was promoted to licutenant colone! in
Tune 1962 und 10 colonel in November 1960 X month later the No-
vember 1965 coup, in which his participaiion was not considered -
pressive, was sent. to the Phifippines as inilitary attaché for less than 3
inon’ hs, Was reealled to Saigon and reinstated as commander of the
Marine Brigade (sentor marine commander who conenrrently serves as
commandant of the Marine Corps}) on Feimrnarvy 28, 1961 Was Pro-
moted to brigadicr general on October 15, 1964, and advanced to
najor general in the reorganized military raak structure announced
on November 16, 1965, Was appointed commander of the Capital
Military Region on June 21, 1965. (3)

(U) NGUYEN BAQO TRI. Major Generai. Commander of the 11T
Corps and member of The Directory (National Leadership Come-
mittee) since October 1, 1963.

(5) Isahighly respected and enpable professional soldier, and one
of the four principal regional commanders respongale for the seeurity
of those provinees in the northern portion of the Mclong Delta, in-
chiding both the politieal adiministeation and the conduet of military
operations.  Has been refatively uninvolved in politicdd biddigees and
i highly regarded by Prime Minister Nguyen Cuo Xy, Has shown
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consistent loyalty to the various governments which have been in
powery including that of Prestdent Ngo Dinh Dienw. (3, 7)

(5) Ts intensely patriotie, anti-Commumist and  definitely pro-
United States, where he was sent Tor military study.  One of the
"is also rumored

areup of young officers known as the =Y onng Turks,
to be o protege of Licutenant Geseral Nguyen Van ‘Thiew, Chief of
State. Was allegedly considered by I'rime Minister Ky for post of
seeretary of state for revolutionary development before appointient
as commander of the II1 Corps, Althongrh he is respected as a compe-
tent connmnand r, rome Buddhist opposition to his appointent. was
expressed becaors he is o Catholie and a native of North Vietnam.
{3, ©)

() Born in Hanoi, on January 26, 1929, I« married : has no chil-
dren: Ins wife, who is also a Catholie and a “northerner,” reportedly
exerts vonsiderable influenve over hini. Is very able, cnergetic, intelli-
gent, agggressive and decisive, Abont 5 feet 5 inches tall, weiglhs up-
proximately 136 pounds and has dark haiv and eves, Regarded as
having considerable potentinl 2ov advarcement in the Aemy. T« Huent
it Fecinech and En_u'“sh. \3, T

(C) After graduating in law from the University of Yanol in 1951,
cutered Nam Dinb Militavy Academy. from whiele be was commis
sioned in 1952, IFor the next 4 years, served in various infantey units,
ineluding a Command Battalion.  Tu 195857, attended the Connnand
and General Riaftf College, Fort Lewvenworth: upen return to Soutl
Vietnam was assigned as an instructor - the stadl of the Sonth Viet.
mumese Commund and General Stafl College ot Da Lat, Was pro-
moted to Heutenant colonel 1n Octoher 1957 and to ~olonel in 1963,
cring which period he commanded the !ty and 224 Infantey Divi-
sions sucecssively, In 1963-64, was made commander of a Speeial
Zone in the THL Corps avea: in September 18964, was given command of
the Tth Infantey Division.  Was promoted to sul-hrigadier general in
October 19642 on October 1, 1965, was madv 111 Corps eommander: 1
month later, was promoted to perinasent. brigmlier geve mar. Was ad-

pani #treacture reorgmaniaation

canced to major general in the militar,

of November 16, 1965, (5)

(U) NGUYEN CHANU THL. Lieutenmt GGenernd, Former Com-
madiler of the I Cotps from November 1964 to Mareh 1066,

{(~) s controversial, coloriul, politically nelive und generaliy ve-
garded as the most prominent znd logieal rival of Prime Minister Ky
Has been o key figure in military headership sinee the overthrow of
President Ngo 101963, Was abroptiy rersoved from the T Corps com-
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mand on March 10, 1966, ostensibly for reasons of health, but actually
for insubordination and purgdbrecdly allying himselt with opposition
politienl activities. Ll veméial touched off a series of Buddhist-
dominated, antieove .nnwm..;km\tl.n'nns and disoraerss. (3, 1)

() Is generally regurded 257 anti-Commmmist and highly na-
tionalistic, but has varvted in his attitnde towards the United States.
Allegr dly is opposed to neutralisin and dislikes the Freneh; has
studied in the United States. Lived inexile in Cambodia wntil 1963
after participating in the abortive <oup of November 1960 against
the Ngo regime.  \ecor:pamed Prime Minister oy to Malaysic on a
coodwill trip ir Octoher 1865, (7)

(U} Has been associated=-wivh the Dai Viet Nationalist Party (Dai
Viet Quoe Dan Dang- DVQDD) and the Vietnamese Nationalist
Party « Viet Num Quoe Dan Dang -VNQD1Y), and 1s widely reputed
to be allied with the nulitant Buddhist leader, Thich Tri Qu.mg
Exiled in Couubodia, did not take part in the coup of November 1,
1963, but shortly thereafter was restored 10 military doty and played
an important role in placing Mujor General Nguyen Khanh in power
in January 1964 and in his onster in Felruary 1965, In this latter
action, waxs closely ascociated with Brigadier General Ngnyen Cao
Ky. (7)

(S) Born in Hue, on Maveh 200 19230 Is married, but since his
Cambodian exiie, has been separated from his wife, who is 14 years
younger than he is. Hus four children, ihe two oldest reportedly
attending sehools in the Tntted Siates in 1866, (3, 7)

(5) Vaviously deseribed as opportunistic, unstable, temperamental,
asily influenced and susceptible to flattery. has also been charncterized
as tough, unscrupulous, fearless, dedicated and highly competent. Ts
a nominal Buddhist, although allegedly has no deep religious attach-
ment to that faith; has jong beer target of Catholie opposition. Is
fluent in French, and has some knowledge of English, Holds the
National Order of Vietnam, and reputedly has received the Fren~h
Croix de Guerre several tinies. (3, 7)

(3) Completed primary and secondary schools iu e, betore join-
ing the Fronch army in 148, Attended the Officer’s Schiool at V nng
Tau in 1949; served as junior officor in an airborne battalion ; com-
pleted @ course at the Quartermaster School and rose 1o command o
battalion within the next 6 years. Was promoted to lieutenant eolonel
in 1955 in 1956 was appointed conunander of the Airborne Brigade.
Completed an Airborne Orientation and Observation Course in the
TTited States in 1958. (3)
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() While in protective custody of the Royal Kher Government,
was tried in absentin in July 1963 by a special Saigon military court.
Was convicted, sentenced to death, property confiscation and loss of
raik. Iteturned to Saigon in Novewnber 1963 and resumed his mili-
tary status. Was assigned as deputy commander of the IV Corps in
January 1964; 1 month later was transferred to a similar position
inthe I Corps. Commanded 1st Infantry Division from February to
October 1964 ; was promoted to sub-brigadier general in May 1964, to
brigadier general in October of the same year and raised to major gen-
eral on November 1. 1965, Assigned to command tiz2 I Corps m
November 11, 1965, and became a lieutenant general in the reorganized
military rank structure announced on Novemnber 16, 965, (33

(U; TON THAT DINTI (nicknamed the “Lion,” and known fa-
miliarly as “Ahn”). Licutenant General. Conmupander of the X
Corps and member of The Directory {National Leadership Com-
mittee) since April 9, 1266,

() -\ particularly well-qualified combat commander, is regarded
us aggressive, ruthless and capuble of organizing and controlling
operations over relatively wide areas. Is one of the four principal
regional commanders and responsible for the security and stability
of the five northernmost provinces. W as the second Corps commandler
to be selected by Prime Minister Nguyen Cno Ky within 1 montl to
reestablish government control in the area experiencing serious dis-
orders after the abrupt dismissal on March 10, 1966, of Licutenant
General Nguyen Chanh Tl as 1 Corps commander. Replaced Major
General Nguyen Van Chuan, who allegedly sympathized with the
dissident elements. (3, 7)

{8) Attended military courses in France and the TTnited States;
is believed to be pro-Western., In 1960, was reported to be a member
of the People’s Counter Coup d’IEtat Committee and the Can Lao
Party military committee. Apparently was highly regarded by Presi-
dent Ngo I)inh Diemi; however, disciplinary action taken against him
in July 1963, while military governor of Saigon, is helieved to have
led to his renouncement of loyalty to President Ngo and to support
the coup sgainst the Ngo government in November of the same year.
From January to September 1964, was under house arvest for alleged
plotting with FFrench agents for the neutralization of South Vietnam.
Restored o duky but apparentiy was misirusied by coliengues for
his capriciousness and political pliability. (8, 7)

(T7) Eorn on November 20, 1926, in Hue of a wealthy and powerful
mandarin family. ried and has at least three children.
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(S) Isslender, ahout 5 feet 4 inches tall; has tremendous drive and
energy, with noticeable flair for showmanship. Disliked by many
associutes, is considered vain, impetucus, impulsive in his actions and
an overly harsh disciplinarian. Is fluent in French and has a fair
command of Fnglish. Reportedly is a nominal Buddhist. (7)

(U) Halds the National Ovder of Vietnam in three orders, awarded
in 1954, 1955 and 1963, respectively. Received the Cross of Valor in
1963, Decorated zeven times by the Irench; received the Croix de
Guerre twice in 1951; once in 1952 ; once in 19553 twice in 10635 made
a Knighs of the Legum of ITonor in 1935,

(8) ¢ omp]ete:l primary and secondary schools in Da Lat and Hue.
Attended the University of Da Lat fre 1942 to 1944 and entered the
Army in 1947, Commiszsioned In 1949 or completing the Vietnam-
ese Officer’s School and the French Eeole d'Extréme Orient in Hue.
In 1950, was promoted to lirst lieutenant and attended Cavalry School
in Saumur, France. From 1951 to 1957, successively commanded a
battalion, a tactical mobile group and the 2d Division, completed a
Stafl Course in Ifanol, and received promotions through colonel. In
1959, attended the Command aid General Staft College, Fort Leaven-
worth; was assigned to command the 1st Division; was promoted to
brigadier general in 1958, and during the next 5 years, commanded
both the II and 11I Corps. Was made military governor of Saigon
under martial law in August 1963, but was suspended from command
between September 12 and 23, allegedly fov enforcement of excessively
harsh measures. Was reinstated to command the IIT Corps and pro-
moted to major general in November 1963, In 1964, served briefly as
minister of sceurity before his house arrest. from January 80 to Sep-
tember 9, charged with plotting the neutralization of South Vietnawm,
Was released, and bet ween 1764 and 1966, suceessively lield positions of
deputy chief of operations of the Armed Forces Joint Staff, and
deputy commander of tlo armed forces. Automatically raised in
rank to licutenant general under the reorganized military rank strue-
ture of November 16, 1965, (33)

(U) TRAN VAN PIAN. Captain. Auing Commander of the
Navy (Chief of Naval Ol)OlatIOIIH) sinee April 26, 1965,

(S) Largely apolitical and loyal to superiors, is reputedly a vse}l-
trained, dependable, professional naval officer, Replaced Admiral
Chung Tan Cang who was ousted us Commander of the Navy (and
concurrent Chief of Naval Operations}. (3)

(S) Reportedly feels that continued support of the United States
is essentinl to the future of South Vietnam. Has studied in the United
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sStates and in Okinawa,  Appears te support whatever government
is in power, regardless of his personal feelings, (3,7)

(U7) Born in Sa Dee, about 70 miles southwest of Saigon, on De-
cember 31, 1925, His wife, 'Thi Thu Cae, was born in the same town,
August 28, 1920, [las one son, born i 149, and two danghters, born
in 1951 and n 1954,

(%) Approximately 5 feet 3 inches tull, weighs about 132 pounds
and walks with a rolling gait. Has biack hair, brown eves, and
cherubic facial features.  Holds himselt well, dresses neatly but never
wears ncivilian hat with Western-style elothes.  Althougl kind and
homorots, is sensitive to persenal shights and believed to be more per-
ceptive than he appears.  Not known as a strong leader, but: is capuble
and well experienced. lus a nervous laugh, mixes well, does not
smoko but will accept. 1 social drink.  Is a good musician, claims
above-average judo skill and enjoys tennis.  Is fairly fluent in French
and English.  He and his wife are Buddhists, (3, 7)

(U) Attended primary school in Sa Irec; graduated from secondary
seheol in Saigon in 164+ Tonteved service in 1951; received a com-
mission from Lhe Nha Trang Naval Aeademy in 1952, Served with
the River Forces until 1959 in various poesitions. Meanwhile, nttended
the Joint and Combined School in Okinawa in 1958 In 1950-60,
completed 2 course at the Command and General Staft College, Fort
Leavenworth, after which he commanded the River FForces for 3 years.
Attended the Naval Command Course at the Naval War College in
Newport, Rhode Island, in 1963-6+. Was appointed chief of staft of
the Navy in June 1964 and served in that capacity until his selection
as acting commander of the Navy.

{U) VINHLOC. Mnajor General, Commander of the 11 Corps and
member of The Directory (Nutional Leadership Connittee)
since June 20, 1965,

(8) As one of the four principal regional commanders, is responsi-
ble for the sceurity of the provinees in the north-central portion of the
country. involving the coordination of extensive political and military
activities,  Iighly regarvded by Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky, is a
conpletely dedicated professional officer and a competent and foreeful
field commander. Participated in the November 1963 coup, but is
largely apolitical; has supported all governments since President Ngo
Dinh Diem. (3, 7)

(3) 1s highly nationalistic, anti-Communist and pro-Western, but
has had some frietion with Uniied States advisers. Has attended mili-
iary sehools in the United States and France. Reportedly was in
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exile for 3 vears in Cambadia after the abortive coup against Presi-
dent Ngo in November 1960, (7)

(S) Bornin Iue on October 7, 1923 1s married and has one son,
born in 1954, About 5 feet ¢ inches tall and somewnat heavy at 140
pounds: has black hair and Javk eyes. Spezks frankly, is courageons
and poised. s intelligent and not easily pertnrbed, but s not particu-
larly auick mentaliy. Is intevested in sports; especisdly enjoeys riding,
tennis and swinuming., Speaks Frenc.: fluently but only fair English.
A nominal Buddlist, is allegedly fond of Juxurious living. (3)

() Attended pritary school at QQui Nheor and completed secondary
schooling at 1lue. Entered military service in 1949, and completed
the Officers Training Course at the Feole des Cadres in Hue in 1950.
In 1950-51, attended the (‘avalyy School at Saumur, France. Was a
company officer with armored and infantry uuits until 19535 then as-
signed to atfend the Advanced Offivers’ Course at the Eeole Superieure
Militaire in Hanei. Was promoted to majer in 19543 after 1 year as
chief of staff of an armored squadron attended the Command and
General Statt College, Fort Leavenworth, Was instructor in the
South Vietnamese Command and General Staff College from 1956
to 1958, Commanded the Armored Schaool at Thu Due in November
1958, retaining that post until exiled to Cambodia in Novemiber 1960,
While serving in an armored regiment, tock part in military action
supporting the November 1363 anti-Ngo coup: shortly afterward was
promoted to colonel and assigned as commander of the Arniored Com-
mand.  In 1964, was promoted to sub-brigadier general and trans-
ferred to command the 9th Infantry Division. Served as deputy
chief of stafl of Personnel, from March until June 20, 1963, when he
was assigned as commander of the IT Corps. Received the permanent
vank of brigadier general November 1, 1985, and was advanced to
major general when the military rank structure was reorganized on
Noveniber 16, 1965. (3, 7) '
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(S) Special DIA Intelligence Supplement (SIS-141-66), Janu-
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RECOMMENDED FURTHER READING

Among the sources consulied in the preparution of this section, the
following e reeemnnended ax additional reading on the basis of
quality wnd general availabiiity.

Carver, George A, Jr. “The Taceless \ et Cong,™ Foreign A ffrris
MLIV, Apuil 166, 347-372,

. —. “The Real Revolution in South Viet Nam,” Foreign

Al XTLITT, April 1965, 387-40n.

Dorsey, John T., Jr. “The Bureaneracy and Political Developmient in
Vier Nam.” Pages 318-351 in Josepl Lalalombara (ed.), Burerue-
racy and Political Development.  Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 10865

Iall, Bernard B. Street Wichout Joy: Indochine nt War, 1946-1954.
Harrisburg: Stackpole, 1961.

R . Vietneon Witnens: 195-1966.  New York: Praeger, 1966,

Fishel, Wesley R. »Vietnam: ‘The Broadening War,” Asiun Suwrvey,
V1. January 1966, 40-55.

Joiner, Charles AL “Nouth Viernam's Buddhist Crisis: Organization
for Charity, Dissidence; and Unity,” Asian Swrrey, IV, Juiy 1964
G10-428,

Jumper, Roy. and Normand, Marjorte Weiner. “Vietnam.” DPages
375-524 in George MeTurnan Kalun (ed.), Governments and. Poli-
ties of Sowiheast Asia. (2d ed.) thaca: Cornell University Press,
19G4.

Lacouture, Jeann. Vietnane: Reiween Tovo Truces. New Yorl: Ran-
dont House, 1966,

Lansdale, Jidwaed G. “Viet. Nam: Do We Understand Revolution?”
LForcign Affairs, X111, October 1964, 75-86.

Marr, David. “Political Attitudes and Aetivities of Young Urban
Intellectuals in South Viet-Nam,™ -Asian Survey, V1, May 1980,
249-263,

Modelski, George. “The Viet Minh Complex.” DPuges 135-214 in
Cyril I8, Blaek and Thomas P. Thornton (eds.), Communism nund
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Rovclution: The Strcteqls Uses of Dolitical Vieisnee. Prineeton:
Princeton University Press, 1964,

QOsborne, Milton B. Stpetegic Hamlets in South Viet-Nam: L Svrvey
and a Comparison.  (Depavtment of Asian Studies, Southeast Arsia
Program: Data Paper No. 55.)  Tthaca: Cornell University Pres:,
1065,

Republie of Vietnun. Comnrrenist Aggression daainst the Bepudlic of
Victwnn, Saigon: Jaly 1964

Roberts, Adam. “Buddhism and I’olitics in South Vietnum,” Werld
Loday. XXT, Jane 19435, 240-250,

. “The Buddhists, the War, and the Vietcong,” Werld Z'o-
deay, XXII. May 1966, 214222,

Seigliano, Robert G Vietnam: Polities and Religion,” Aslan Swuiveys,
IV, Jannary 1964, 566-673.

OTHER SOURCES USED

Bukkye Dainenkan Kankokai (ed.). Bwkleyo Dainentcan 1961 (Bud-
dhist Yearboolk 1961). Tokyvo: Bulkkyo Ihinenkan Kankokai,
1961,

Davg Van Sang. “Dilemmas in Vietnam.”  Saigon: n.d. (mimeo.).

Gettleman, Marvin K. Vietnam. New York: Faweett. Publications,
1965

Hickey, Gerald C. Village in Tictnam. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 1964,

Higeins, Mavcuerite, Quwr Tictnam Nightmare, Now Yaork: Harper
and Tow, 1965,

Japan. Ministry of Foveign Atiairs. Josel no hewka ni ozurn futsuin
shorimondai: Indos'ina dokuritsiu, qunbi, koshu-wan setsushumeo
dai, kugatsw 104 f-sanqutsue 1945 (The Problem ol Actions to be
Taken Regarding French Tndo-China in Order to meet the Changed
Situations: The Independence of French Indo-China, Military Iox-
penses, and the Oceupation of Kwangehow Bay, September 10 H-
Mareh 145). Tokyo: nad.

Muramaisu Takeski. “Minami betonamu no buhkoyoto no yakuwariwa
nanika ! oo on, XXU, dune 063, 10106,

Nakano Kyatoku, *Minami betonmnu mondai o meguru shukyoshiteki
haikei™ (Religious Historical Backgreund Involving the South
Vietnamese Problem), Shukyo Koron (Review of Religion),
XXXV, April 1965, 7-14,

Omori Minoru (ed.). ,Doro fo Lhonoho no indoshing (Mud and Flames
in Indechina). Tokyo: Mainichi Shimbunsha, 1965. (Transiated
Ly ihe U.S. Department of the Arny, Washington: October 1965.)
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Pike, Douglas. “ITow Strong is the NLEF?™ Reporter, XXNIV,
TFebruary 24, 1966, 20-21.

Tiaskin, Mareus (v, and Tail, Bernard B, (eds)), The Viei-Nam
Reader, Now York: Random Honse, 1965,

Republic of Vietnam. Lava, Statiutes, ete.

“The Buddhist Question. The Position wi he Govornment of the
Republic of Vietnan,” Busée Docwments, T (M: v 6 to August 21,
1963) and H (August 22 to September 2, 1963). Saigon: Vietnam
Press, nud.

Shaplen, Robert, =Letter from South Vietoam,” Newr Yorker. XL11L,
March 12, 1966, 55-108,

Tannam, George K. War Withaut Guns: Anicyiean Civilinas in Rural
Viernn, New York: Pracger 1966,

Tonan Azia Chosakai (Research Tustitute on South and Soutleast
Asin). Zonan ezic yeran (South and Southeast Asia Fu.book),
1965, Tokyo: Tonun Azia Chosakai, 1965.

The Giae, Viet-nam phat-givo trarh-duw se (History of Buddhist
Struggles in Viet Nam). Saigon: Hoa Nghiem Puablishing House,
1964.

U.S. Congress, 88th, 2d Session, Senate. Report of the United Nations
Fact-Finding Mission to South Vietnam. Washington: GPO, 1964,

U.S. Congress, $9th, st Sexsion, Senate. Commiites on Foreign Rela-
tions. Buckgreund Information Relating to Southenst Asia and
Tictnam. (Rev.ed.)) Washington: GO, 1065,

.5, Department of Commerce. Office of Technical Services, Joint
Publications Research Service. Military Leport of the National
Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam, vy Tran Nam Trung.
Washington: 1964,

e Viet Cong wid the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnune: Communist Political-Military Organizations.  Wash-
ington: 19635,

7.8, Department of State. A GIression. from. the Nawth: The Resord
of North Viet-Newa's Campaign to Conquer South Vict-Nam. (De-
partment of State Publication 7839.)  Whashington: GI'O, 1965,

Warner, Denia. “Behind the Battlefront: A Search for Swabiliny.”
Leporter, XXXIV, February 24, 1966, 25529,

(In addition to the above sources, the following periadicals were
used in the preparation of this section: Saigon Da’ly News, {from
June 1965 through May 1966; New York Témes, from June 1962
through May 1966; Washington Post. frum January 1965 throngh
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May 1966: C'hristian Science Monitor, {rom January 1865 through
May 1966; Feonondst, from June (963 through May LG and Wal/
Sircet Journal from June 1965 through May 1966)

NO1E

Additional unelassitied sourees nsed i the preparation of this Sup-
plement appear ut the end of the Aread MHandbook for Sowth Vietnam.
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(U) Reportedly, studied agriculture at the University of e,
from 1943 to 1045, and Lvw ar the University of Saicon, from 191« o,
1050, In 1008, eallaborvared in eoveetty prblichine 7 7 i, ooy
eration), n propuganda paper in the Saioon Cho Lon e Tor 15 .
Lien Vict Front, one of tie Hanol-sponsorel oraanizations Iater in
corporated into the Viet Minhi.  Meanwhile, was mentioned as dipee.
tor of instruction and oreanization i the Communist-controlle] Viet
Minh resistance elforts acainst the [rench,

(U) From 195t to 1958, worked among South Vietnamesa intellec.
tuals against President Ngo Dinle Diems regime.  Reportedly di-
rected a group of journalists who remained in South Vietnam atr ¢
the Geneva Acreement to oppose the Government of South Viernam,
Meanwhile, ¢ 1905, was <aid to be enaneed in training Viet Minh
specialists and leaders in the Saigon-Cho Lon area.  After release in
October from arrest in June 1358, apparently hid in the jungles wiryy -
his wife until sometime in 1939 when he was reported to he in
.Cambodia.

L q AB) Continued his political activity, nevertheless, and, in Juir 19it,
was named secretary general of the newly-formed Radieal Soctal: t
Party, a post he still holds in this component of the National Front,
The Party, at that time, had an anti-Ngo program aimed at attracting
intellectuals to oppose the Saigon government. Still represented in
1966 this Party on the Frout’s Central Committee.  In February 1962,
was elected the first seeretary general of the Central Committae ol the
newly-formed National Front. Communist sources elaim that he wi-
the first director of the so-called South Vietnum Liberation New -
Agency and of the Voice of South Vietnam Liberation Radio. 471

L €87 In June 1062, began his nwnerons trips to foreium countri -
with a 5-month tour heading a Front delesation making friendsuin
visits and attending conferences. which included visits to Czechosi-
vakia, East Germany, Indonesia, Communix. China and North Kor- ..
Confercences included : the International Oreanization of Journaii- -
Congress, in Budapest: the Sixth Azsembly of Member Greanizatios -
of the World Federation of Democratic Youth, in War-uw:
Seventh Congress of the International Union of Students, in Lenir-
grad; and the World Congress for General Disarmament and Peace.
in Moscow, (7)

LU) &7 Continued his travels after appointment to Prague in 1
spending virtually as much time abroad as at his post.  After spea:
ing to the World Peace Council meeting at Warsaw in Novemivt.
attended celebrations in Moscow commemorating the third anuiver-
sary of the founding of the National Front. In 1964, visited Cuba it
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