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ABSTRACT

The bdehavior of captives is in large measure dependent
upon their conceptions of what social roles are appropriate
to the unfamiliar situations they encounter. Theze situa-
tions are also shaped in important way-c by cultural conceptions

of the captor regarding the status of his captives. The

present report reviews some of the historical and iraditional '
elements ol tne cu.tures of captor snd ocaptives ihat have ;
important direct effects on these role conceptions. Some I
possible implications of the discussion for the training
of armed frrces personnel for the event of capture are

indicated. The ceport was prepared as part of a critioal
review oi ~ituile:s of prisoners of war, concentration camp §
prisoners, and political prisoners. Tho study examined the
relsvance of this literature for the social scisnces. The
emvhasis in the prcsent report, as in the larger study, was

on work: uealing with the Korean War.

ii




CULTURAL MDFLL JF CAPTIVITY RELATI WSHIPS

Introduction
The prosent report is one of the rreliminary papers prepared as
part of a larger study being vonducted by the writer ia coliaboration wi**
Edgar H. Schein to examine the relevance fcr the social ssiences of
knowledge developed through the study of stressful captivity situations.
For thiz objective, a critical review was a-~’e of the literature on
prisoners of war, concentration camp prisoners, and political priscners.
The foocus was on studies relating to American persomnel captured during
the Korean vWar, Lut stucies of this histerical cese weie considared in
relation to broader literature that axists on the subject of captivizy.
An outline was prepared for the purpose of analysing and inte-
grating this brdy of knowledge. It is being used in the yropsrafion of
a volume that wilil d;icués the present and potential contributions to
the socisl sc. :..ces of this body of knowledge. The organization of the
volume in preparation is presented in another report of the present studys

(A. D. Biderman and E. H. Schein, The relevance for the social sciences

of knowledge derived from studies of stressful captivity, BSSR Research
Report 339-2, aPOSR-454, March 1961), It will include extensive reprinted

seleotions from this body of literature with an evaluative and interpre-
tive Zizcuassinn by the editors,
‘“he first topic approached by the study was the ways in which
the bshavior of captives is influenced by mxe-existing sultural molsls of .
captivity relationships. The prarant rsport represents preliminary

efforts by the writer to examine some of the ~:>,r historical and

iii
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traditional concaptions that have contributed to prevalent definitions
of prisoner roles. It is based upon a trial ef“. > toward determining
the balance between nriginal discussion and reprinted litsrature excerpts
that would bde most useful for troqting thia particular tepic in the
volume in preparation. Decause this particular topic has bteen developed
in greater detail in the preliminary work than can feauibly be eaployed
in the fina) volume, this caparrie report has been prepared. The
excerpts from the literature thnt are contemnlated for uae in the final
work have not bean incor;: ratuG in this repoir:, with the Qxedption of
selections on "The Social Types of iiar" by Hans Speier and on Chinese
Cormunist priscone.: of<wur doctrine, These latter =e’fations were
included as illustrative of cortain probloms invoived in the develipient
of the larger work regarding which the writer desired suggestions and
becaueses of thmir relevance to the concluding statement of this roport;,
' This sictement hes baen added to indicate a relevance of the report
to military ; .u’.us.
Par .ntietical nuubered Libliographic refeorences in the present
report refer to the bidliography Jor the entire study, published

seperstoly ass A, D. Biderman, Barbara 5. Heller and Paula Epstein,

2 3slected P*™'iorraphy on Captivity Behavior, APOSR-295, BSSR Research

Report 319-1, February 1961.
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1. Cultural hisdels and Captivity Holes.

——ng.

To the extent that there is a cantral concept in the approach cf
the present study to the subjecc of cantivity, it is that of the role
of the captive. The cultursl models of cuptivity relationships of the
societies from which captors and captives derive are basic determinants
of captive roles. Thece definitions have evolved iisitorically and are
embodied in the speech, the literature, the law, and the folklore of

sociaeties.

2. Legal and Humanitarian Concepts

For understanding the role of the prisoner, it is essantial to
review tho mannec¢ i w..ch concep.s cf the prisoner o: war, specifically,
and of the captive, generally, have evolved in the culture of moderr
nations.

A major casvalty of modern warfare has been the "Idea of Progress."
The sublime fzithr of recent centuries that mankind was moving steadily
toward a more ,urfect and humane civilization is not dead, but it
has been shaken badly by recent events.

It is not long ago that writers on the history of prisoner: of
war could view the past as a record of the progressive evolution of more
enlightened .-a humane concepts of the status of the war prisoner.

Spaigh* (gég), writing 3* the close of the first World ‘/ar, commented on
the r1c:ulte of the sentence in Artiele IV o the “c .ud Jague Convention
on war prisoners, which demanded "They must be humarely treated":

«+.[It] reminds one of "wld, unbappy tar-off thirgs and ba:iles -

long ago." It calls up a picture of the cruelty, torture,

slavery, which were the '~* of the unicrtunate captive in the

wars of the good old days. Ona may a2lmeat hear in i: the
clank of the chain and the swish ~f th. thong. 1In rothing

mmvmveam ol sord bl ssmee ham o wmanbam dmavimccamand haan wewmmismbd dliaw
ML WA T VAL Pl AL Wb A S VLA sl W T WAl v W wes e WY v Cesuses
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in the treatmext c¢f prisuners of war. One need not go back to
the time when priso~ers were erslaved to appreciate the magnitude
of the change. A hundred years ago, Zngland, whils she

prayed in her national Liturgy for "all prisoners and cap-
tives”, bad no compunction about confining the French prisoners
of war in noi=-=ze hulks and feedi~g thom on weevily tisouit,

salt junk and jury rum, which sowed tho seed for a plentiful
barvest of :curvy, dysentery and typhus. Today the prisoner

of war is a spoilt darling; he ic treated with a solicitude J
for nias wants and feelings which borders on sen'imentalism. '\
He i3 better treated than the modern criminal, who is infinitely
better off, under the modern prisorn syatem, than a soldier on

8 carpaign. Under present-day conditions, cap.ivity ~-= such
captivity as that of the Bcers in C:zylon and Bermuda and of the
Russians in Japan ~- i3 no sad sojou. by the witars of Babylon;
it is usually a balcyon time, a pleasa t expsrience to be

nursed fondi, in *Le memory, a kind of ineaxmensive rest-ouce
after the wearisome turmoil of fighting. The wonder is that

any soldiers fight at all; that they do 80, inatead of g1 “‘ng
themsielves :-; af prisoners, is a high trihute te the apirit

and he discipline of modern armies.

3. Evolutionary Pe-spestives

To recat.ure t.e scholar's view of priscner-of-war probleams
before they we's listurbed by the evants of the second World iWar, any
of tkhe major v-sy~ - red.a articles of the period serve excellently.
Trimhle (284), writing .n the Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences,
iz representaiive. The humaneness of prisoner treatment is the central
organizing concept of his discussion. He traces a development from
Roman times in which he prevalent practice changed successively froam

_- exterminatici to enslavezent to ransom to exchange and parole. The
final cevelopment of what three decades ag-+ he could call ihe "medern
view” ii attributed to the influence of Mcntesquieu aai Rousseau.

The former's Esprit des lois (Book XV, ch.2), asserted: "War gives
no othe: right over prisoners thar. to Jdisatl. them fror doing sny

further harm by securing their s 3cus.

o I Best Available ‘Cbp;,



Rousseau amplified this doctrine in Contrat social (Book I,
ch. 4): "War is a relation between state and state in which individual:
are enemiss only accijentally." They can be killed while they are
bearing arms, according tc Rousseau, ",..but as soon as they lay them
down and currender...they becoma once more merely men whose life no
ons has any right to take."

These visws became increasingly ir 'rporated ind alaborated in
legal theory and in agreements between nations, beginning in 1785 wiih
a treaty between the United States and Prussia. Both in thia de~i
and in the subseq.ent sttempt at codification by Francis liebter iat tha
direction of President Lircoln, the United States played a prominent
role in the development of humanitarian legal doctrine concerning:
prisoners anl .ntcernees, .A series of intam;ational conventions embodied
developing ver~icr: of these doctripnes. Thess were formulated by conferw
ences at “ruswels, 1874, The Hague, 1899 and 1907, Copenhagen, 1917,
and Geneva, 1029 and 1949. (98.)

The major principles of these agreements were as follows:

a., the prironer wrs defined as in the power of the govermment
which Pald k.u, rather than of the individuals whu wers his immediste
captor..

b. Llhe captor government was reagsnsible for the safety, bumane
treatment, fool, guarters, cloilin;, etc., with the standaris of well-
being cf the captor nation's crn troopn bei.g the measu.s of adequacy‘ -
of provisions.

. 6. t's prisoners were to »a insulateq ("quarantined" in the

worde of Prugh, g}i) from participetion in the war, by guari.ntees against
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their exploitation by the captor for war-related functions, and by
the detention of prisonery or their parole under obligation not to
reassume arms, The prisoners also were assigned certair duties to the
captor, including providing true identification of themselves and
their rank (ago being added %y the 1949 Convention) and to abide by
laws and rules for their detention e:tablished by the captor power.
Some ambiguity remained in the a:ce of the ausumed patriotic
duty and motivation of the captive. Two mujor areas of continuing
conflict were recognized. The first was the prisoner's obligation to
escape ani rei... hi: own forces if he could., ™is right was recog-
nized, and the punishment for re-captured escapees was resirlctiel by
these agreement:;. The agreements also recognized that a similar game
would be played-in the aree of interrcgatirg prisoners for military
informatior. It wac regarded 2 unrealistic to attempt to prohibit the
captor frc -n..i.2uing privoners for intelliéence purposes, but all
formeg o7 "iental and physical” (;gg) dﬁress to elicit intelligence
information were forbidden.

‘ In recounting the hi:story of actual prisoner practices, the
articles »-4 books during .ne century whicia 3aw the cevelopment and
acceptance of these legal Jdoctrines were largely records of the devia-
tion of practice from these theories. "..blic atti‘udes *oward the enemy
of ihe moment in almost all wars were not us benign as they were tn
the cymbols of humanity that were concidured in formulating tlase
international doctrines. The urgencies, disorganization, shortages,
and emotion= of warfare made deviations v2c rule, rather than the
exceptiion, sven when governme~ts felt that both morality and seif-
interest urged abiding by the legal d.clrines.

4
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'With the posaible exception of Japarese treatment of Ruasian
prisoners during the Russo-Japanese “ar, which was long regarded as
a demonstration of the practicality of the humanitariar dactrine (ggz),
the intarna‘ional agreements tunctiored a3 ideal models that could
only remotely be achiwved in practice.

Zociological " Jar and Prisoner Trertmant

Two types of fagtor. account for “Lo extent and nature of the
deviatiors from husanitarian practice that characterized prisaner tresat-
i ment in recent warrare. ne of these is, orsontially,cho fortunes of
wars the rela.ival, unpredic’able nutcomes 2 .Jue applications of
strategies and resvurces in conflict that determined how many p.i:aoners
were taken by : particular power at a particular time and place. In
moat of the ex reme situations that have occurred,.tho severities of
climate, the lack o logistical preparation and resources, and the
disorgani.iio. <. tupplies by highly mobile or destructive combat
conditions have had a greaier rsle than the malevolence of the cap-
turing troops or goverument. .ore nenev.lent intents on the part of
the latter might have tramendously ameliorated but would not have entire-
1y prec! ..ed conditions such as cccurred during'the U. 5. Civil War
(129, 132), during *he orld “ar IT in southeast Asia (308, 331), or
at stalingrad (422).

This matter of intent is a vital [acteor, however. A possidly
5 breader way of considering it is in terms of how *he captor ’efines
.the prisoners he capturee and the dete-rinants of his conceptions of
" what activities toward his prisoner: are ~ppropriate. While peouliar

features of the nationsl :uiture of the capturing country account for
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some of these conceptions, much of them fcllow from the particular soci-
6logical type of war that is taking place. Speier* has presented a typ-
ology of social types of war in which he sugcests that majeor varying
leatures of warfare can be distinguished according to the social defini-
tion of the enemy. |

Rarely has a war accorded with any degree of compieteness to one
or anothsir of the ideal types of 3peier's tiwology. How close the nature
of the sociai conflict and the objectives werc to Speier's modals, how-
ever, has been an important determinant of the conception of the enemy
and the zeneral n..ent:tion to prisnner treatment Auring that war.

The factors considered by Speier seem to have played a muss iupor-
tant role in ﬁriaoner treatment than the particular codifications of
principles that weri accepted features of international law at the time.
The logal doctrires themselves invulved the application of the ideologies
of what Speit c¢ills "sgunistic" war to a conceptual modsl of the nature

of conflic. clowse v Speier's "instrumental” type.

* BH. Speier. "The Social Tyucs of War," Amer of_ Socio ,
Jan., 1941, 46, 445-454.
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by Hans Speier
The three oure types of war may be called abgolute war, instru-
mental war, and agonistic fighting.... ‘-

Absolute war may be characterized, negatively, by the absence
of any restrictions and regulationa imposed upon violence,
treachery, and frightfulness. In absolute war the enemy is
not an obstacleo tu the attainment of values which he control.s.
Abgolute war is not waged in order to effect a change of the
eneny's mode of lifej; nor is it wagea in order ic conclude
pauce with the vanquished foe. Pcavn terminasing an absolute
war is established without the enemy. Ths opponent is an
existential enemy. Abacluse war is wa,?d in order to annihi-
late him.

The abaolute enemy is not a subject of predatory intervst-

tut raths» « srmbol of strangenesa, evil, and danger to the

community as a whole. His existeance disturiLs ihe order of

Jife in the sense 1n whicih order is undersiuod and experiwcr sl

in the in=grovp. [is customs are scandalous, his rites sacri- .
legioua. His laws are incomprehensible, so that he appear.

to be lawles:. His gods are false idols. Strange dress and

manners, unfemiliar weapens, and possibly even his physical

appearsace symbnlize the utter danger to which the in=-group

is exposed .y an attack from the out-group or the provocation

to att- k =% ~h the out-group constitutes. The reproach of

perfi: sl aksault sud atrocious conduct in war are essily \
incurred under “hese circumstances, and the answer is given

in :ind. O=iug to the abience of any cultural bonds, of

social houwogeneity, or of common interssts uniting the bel-

ligerents, despite their conflict, war is waged without a

sense of mutual obligatioa. Instead, all available means of

violence, treachery, and terror are applied without scruples.

Absolute war is war without rules, war in which the enemies N
do n~* belong to one mank:.nd but represent different kinds of

men, 48 it were, or regs»d each other indeed as animals. For,

in the extreme case, fijhting is farocious not merely bscause

of moral indignaiion or religious frnaticism but because of

the elamentary feelings of disgust <nd horror. -

The hiatorical types of war in which restrictions tend to dis-

appear from wartfare are, above all, wara against "barbarians,”

"savages," and "infidels." In the vwars of the Greeka againat

barbarians rules reorganized in intsro~Hellenic wars did wut -
spply. Similarly, in the Middle Ages, the use of woaponc pro=

hibited in wars among TLr*stisnc was allowed in fighting the

Mohammedans. "The Christian knight i- .1ade to forgst all honor

* Copyright 1941 by tue American Journal of Sociology, reprinted
by permission.
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and justice in the prasouace of his pagan enemias. ile takes
an unfair advantage in battle; he kills the wounded and help=-
less; he epares only those who, as they survender, cry, 'Bap-
tism! Baptism!' Ile ncedlessly tortures and maims apies. His
ideal hero takes no prisoner, he exalts cChristianity lv pitie
lescly exterrinating all opponents.”

Nor ia the distinction between absolute and limited war accord-
ing to the social definition of the onemy a peculiar trait of
vestern civilization. It exists in many cultures, even among
primitive tribes. "Among the Australians unrestricted war is
waged only against totally foreizn irives which live far off
and of which one hears very seldom. The words ut9d to dsnote
these tribes must be rendered in our language ns 'savages' and
‘bartariang.'®

The wars in modern times that can te coupared to those waged
against infidels hava teen called "ideologisal"™ wars. Thay
are fought in the name of political beliefs ac dear tc¢ the
belligeren+~ tha* they arouse 2 crusading spirit. ihen polit=
ical passicu resches the intensity of relivious zsal, the foa
becomes an "absolute eneny."

Ideological wars tetween nations can be cailed internationrl
civi) wars when the ideologies are orientad toward class
goals....The particular ferocity of civil wars ie due partly
to ths zame cause, partly to the intense hate characteristic
of civil war-

Apart .om woa. :galnst ocarbarians and savages, religious,
civil, wun@ idunlogical wars, partisan wars also tend to
approach the tyre of absoiute war, especially when inferiority
in man povwar, equipment, rnd organization are combined with
an intense desire for lidbaration from the military superior
CONqUEror.e...

Finally, colonial campaigrs often assume the character of
absolute war because the 'savage' is defined as an absolute
enem; ...

Instrumental war is waged in order to gain access to values

~hich the enemy controlz. Thus it .3 defeat of the enemy--

not nezessarily his annihilaticn-- :nich is driired in instm~ ~
mental war....the extent to which .i.strumental war approaches

the ruthlessness of absolute war depsnds oa the importance

attached to the coveted valuezs by the defendant and on the

characier of tlhese valuss. Instrumental war will be less ruth-

less if the victor's control cver tne coveted v.lues presup- -
poses that the vanquiched remain aiive. Jlestrictions of instru-

mental war are nol rooted in respect ror God, laws, or one's

own honor; they are merely expediert iu character....

In the simplest casse vi,lence in war is restricted for expe-
dient reasons because the defeated and captured ene.y himself

8
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becomes an izmediate source of gain. The victor exploits the
labor power of the vanquished hy eonslaving him or by releasing
bhim for ransom. ULvidently the economic organization prevail-
ing among the victors decides whether or not these reatrictions
will apply. The Iiizd contains sevaral passages whickL make

it clear that thia economic attilude toward the varjuicshed foe
implies an element of mercy or, to Le more cautious, <ontrol

of rage. It is up to the victor to prefer the economic advan—
tage, consisting in ransom, to tho immediats satisfaction of
killing the vanguishsd foa....

Zeonomic foresight may also suggest that the eremies in war
be treated during the war itself as future trioutaries whoea
means of production should be szicre’d ‘n order not to diminish
the chances of later exploitation.

The extreme opposite of absolute war is the fight waged under
conditions of gtudied equality and under strigt observance of
rules. Lsasured in terms of destruction such a fight is
Righly ineilictiat and ludiersusly ceremcmiona. However, the
agonistic tight, as we know i!l from ancien. Jreece and alsc
from other cultures, iz not oriented toward the destruciaum:
of the enemy, althuugd hic death may, of course, ensue. Nor
is it directed *oward the acquisition of wealth or other use=-
ful erds. It ia fought for a prize, i.- ¢., for a symbolic
value attached to victory (glory). ;

Each agonistic fight i3 a contest betiween opponents who
deligk‘ ir ~>-~suring their strength according to certain
Tules i “L.2 ";aume." The opponents participate in a common
sulture O reapect comusn cultural values sven if they are

re, ~agentatives of differsnt power structures. It is these
comzon tinde whioh make tie contest possidble. The regula~
tions reside in respect for values whizh none of the opponents
¢can be saild to control. ' he values (custcms, laws, codes of
honor, etc.) iransceni thu conflict.

The sonnistic fight has the qualities of a play, with its
free..m, its rules, and its dissociation :from useful action.
But it is not only, or a: least need not be only, a “good"
fight=—a playful, vital contest- Cartain plays are, as sym=-
tolic performances, clozely reiatwi to religious rites. Thae
azoniatic fight, too, mey ve 4 sacred play~ o« rituai in whick
use is made of controlied force in order to determine justice,
which ordinarily can not be determi:ied dy farce. Victory then
is a fateful, symbolic rsvelation ol justice, provided that
the sacred rulss according to which justice has to be sougit
were moticulously respecied. The rcgulations in agonisti.c
fighting are not rootsd in mypelienc; as’'are the restrictions
possibly imposed upon inatrumental wa». Rather they are the
quality of norma.
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5e Total ,ar and the Prisoner
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i
i

Contemporaneous with the growth of internationral law éoneorning
prisoners was the accentuatior of non-ratiomal elements in .nternationsl
iecnflict. Both nationalistic and politicil ideoclogies became more domi~
:nant a8 isauer relative to "instrumental®and “agonistic"” components.

:Vith the prasent century, wars became more "absolute” ur"total” wita
;shurpcnod “out-group® imagus of the opponent.

i Teese definitions reachad singula intensity during Worid War IT;
fp.rticulnrly in the case of German-3oviet and United States~Ja)an confliot.
: The emargent form of war was "total" in an additiona: sense —
Ethora was a pervasive rationaliza‘ion of potentia' w3ans in rnn service

'of non-rational nationalistic and political ideclogies. The entire
;physicsl and social environment of both one's own and the enemy soociety

!

‘in rationalized total war becomes open tc attempted manipulation or

|
eliminatior .- scoz. ..ce with the dootrinaire ovjectives of the ideology

f(los Lo
|
;

nature which previously immunizei persons, institntions, or physical

Restrictions of a sacriad, sentimental, legal or traditional

i
}objocts from the war, or maie particular practices unthinkable, lost
i

muck of their fe=se. ‘These deve arments sers epitomized by the totali-
Ktl;ldh state.

The absolute concept of warfare, further, provided the baric
opera:ing and organizational principle of these societies sven in time
:of peace -= both Nazi and Soviet docirine ombracing tae concep® of the
h.tion as at rermanent war against hostila e=loments ntrpoa. ana enciroling,
bostile pow, 2o sodust of thie ‘-'*/ii~~“*‘ of te!:li?ar!eﬂ

-
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doctrine was the concentratiorn camp®—— in conception, much like the
extension of the prisoner-of-wa. concept to the permarent civil, ideo-
logical war. (CF 1, 4)

The distinctive features of recent prisonér-of—w&r hietiry have

reflectad both forms of "totalicm” that have been dicenssed; the non-

" rational and the ratiocnalistic., On the one hand, there hLas buen the

accentuation of the image of the foe in tnts] confiic: a- sa individual
of anothsr antagonistic world; a non-person m riting ex.ecminatior,
retribution, or at best, reformation. On the other, there has teen the
raticaalistic vime of vrisoners as an sxploitabls resource toward the
total objective, and the altempt at rational expluitaticu of priczaers
toward all conceivable war objectives; economic, political and mil.itary.

While epitomizel by totalitarian, particulsrly Communist,practice,
observers see thc name influences as affecting prisoner doctrine of the
democratic n. ‘... “ne notion of progress that formerly orsanized
hi;torica; aceounts of captivity have been largely replaced in the
poat-Yorld War Il world hty ones whrich implici:ly or explicitly chronicle
an "idvance toward Bartarism" (60f).

Pru - (231), a U.S. Army officer and specialist in international
law, Pas expressed aiarm at American responses to prisoner-of-war issues
1n the Xorean War. The Comguiisie pregzsrci the war on prisoners; bdoth
their >wn personnel who continued violent political warfare in Uniterd
Nationz priscaer-of-war camps and cn capiurad U. N. personnel whox they
sttempted to manipulate for ; variety of coiladorative snds. F.ugh regarded
* The torm i :21f, appesars to have arisen 1.. isscribe the mass political

imprisonments in Cuda Ly Spa=ish awninistraiions duriug iue seveluticnary
era in Cubs (269).
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various official United States responses and counter-meacures to these
Communist practices as an sbandoament of the legal concepts nf the war
prisoner that uad evolved painfully durinug two centurics. Attempting to
control and exploit captvrad enemy jarsonn-. fer jolitical objectives
and urgirg continued "resictance by any available meAns"™ on one's own
troups in tha event ‘hLey are capiured, he felt, constitute the abandon-
ment of the legal concept of the "quarantined™ prisonar cf war for a
concept of tbe "prisoner at war.”

Prugh (Ell) sees in tho exploitative measu: es directed azainst
prisoners of war rioe a reversiun to older practices than marked lnnova-
jions either by the Communists or westecn "psycholegical warrisrs.”
Indeed, there are many historical precedents for most of the objectives
and techniques ¢f exploitation practired against prisoners in the Korean
#ar by aither side, and 1he somewhat more sophisticated measures which
were used in - .¢ wsivi. of psychological warfare activities in World
war 11 (43. 98. 92, 142, 173, 214, 229, 274, 282, 303). Recruiting and
impressment of captives, by both coercion and persuasion, iz almost as
old as warfare. Partisularly in rerolutionary wars, and in many other
ideclogical wars, it has been commcn for lower-ranking priscners to be
regardsd as "libersted” from the pover of *Leir oppressorsj at leant

those oaong the priaoners who were willi~: to enunciate the slogans of
their saptors. The uss of prison:ic as prupaganda spokesman and prodicers
of proraganda ocutput iu also an sncient prectice. A oampaign of defection,
recruitment,snd propaganda exploitation amoag Hedsian .oldiers was a -
major aperatiecn of our ovm Revolutvionary War, enlisting the attention
and anergisn ' the Commander—in-Chief aina various other leading figuren

of the revolutionary government.* Interrogation, and the bdroad range

% L, A, Butterfisld, P:ychological Warfare in 1776, in ¥, E. Daugherty
and M, Janowitz, A psychologieal warfare sazebook, Baltimore: Jonn~z
Hopkine Uuivirsity Press, 'larch 1258,
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of ancillary *actics for eliciting cooperation in interrogntisn, similarly

involve few recent innovations (ﬁl). The uze of prisoners ir labor dicected

toward war-ends, and their frequent use f-r except;onﬁlly hazardous tasks,

) have also been the rule in history (329).

Jbile no single one of the objectivaes or methods of prisoner
exploitation tha* weve encountercd dur:ng the Korea. Jar can be regarded
as a completaly novel departure, taken as a whole, a gualitative diffaerence \
becomes apparent. This involved the applical’sm of the concept of totali-
tarian control to prisoners -- the concept that all activities and energies e
of all persons subject to the cortrol of the Communist state stould be
' organized systemz:icall  and enthusiastically se as ¢~ bYe in harmony
. with the ideological goals of Communism.
Ther; have beer numerous comparisons made between Nazi concen-

tration camps and Communict prisoner-of-war and slave lator-camps (g;g,.l, 5).
Nazi-prun camps, even ipart from.the extermination camps, were characterized
more by terrs. ‘“u.  le typical Communist example, in that thers wae a
much greates pervasiveness of the extremes of sanctions -~ assuming death
and severe physical violence to be the extremes. Coamunist-run camps
have been regarded ax mores totalitarian in that the sanctiong -- while
generally le: pervasive and extreme —- were directed towara more intensive
and extansive control of the lives of the prisoners. In compariscn with
the Comz.unist case; the [lazi concerntratior. camp was i=deed, in the words
of Burney (}25), a "dungeon demccreey.” Terror in the Yazi case was ali»
far more promizcusus. To a conziderable cx.#nt, the allocation of terror
was controlled by inmates. Although the ex*reme terror in fact set the
basis for the captor securing prisoner comnli..ce with the most ego-alian
demands - including particiratiyn in the murder of thousands of his fellow
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prisoners -- it: instrumental functions seem to have besn subordinate tn
ts ultimate, intrinsic, expressive charucter.

In contrast, terroristic sanctions .r tho ideal model of a Cor-
munistic camp function in support cf a detailed Prascription of the behavior
of prisoners. The prescripticn tends to eliminate any areas of priscner:
initiative and autonomy. All prisoner acts, including the most minute,
are made to appear to serve a ygrand ideolcgical purpose. The Chinese
Communist system approached this characteriza ion particnlarly closely.

The Nazi and Communict models can also be zontrasted by the overt
malevolence toward rrisoners of the former and the maintenance i an air
of tencvolence bty the latier,

6. Other National Variations in Priscner Concepts

There have been 1ifferent degrees of identificatioﬁ with the
various traditional concepcs of ine poisoner of war in different nations,
To a considerr .¢ oxt. ', the legal, humanitarian, and ohivalric traditions
are products of ‘lestern luropean traditions. ZIven among countries of the
Ye3t, however, differe~t emphases have been placed upon different elements
of the prisoner trauition.

In Germany, for example, the strong military tradition permitted
survivals of chivalric, military att.tudes toward prisoners of war to
cnexisi ‘hrough the Nazi period with tre Na. i concentration camp pattern.
This was particularly true with respact to the treatment of officer prisoners
of the \nglo-Saxon nations (331).

In all countries, there hes been some modelling of organization
for administering prisoners of war on penal institutions, particularly

nilitary date iion harranks. The prison camy 18 enough like a jail at
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any time to make for a carry-over from attitudes tcward the familiar
civil institutions to the status of tha nar prisoner. In the United
Statea, the security element has traditionally been the dominant one,

at least initially, in defining the problem presented by war yrisoners

to the captor. Control over priscners har been assigned to the Provost
Marshal General of the Arny (;;i). Sxploitation of prisoners for labor,
intelligence, or propaganda has usually been accoréed se2ondary priority.
Agenciez interestod in exploiting orisoner r ‘ources, i each successive
war in which the United States has engaged, ha e besn handicapred by
unreal, over-concern with custodial problems (173, 282, 329}.

Russia, orr *Lw -~ther hand, has had a long iralition of massss of

captive lahorers; particularly their use in areae of arduous climaie.
‘ War prisoners of the Joviets became integrated into this system of forced
I labor (g). Ph:ir ctatuses have frequently beer indistinguishable --
i neither bettesr nor worse -- from “nose of Ruusian citizens caught up in
: the same syste.. ar prisoners, political prisoners, and criminal prisoners
' bhave been intarmixed i:. the same camps and work details. The multi-
national and multi-racial character of the Russian empire has also cuntri-
; buted to the weaker distinctions between the war prisoner and other prisoners
I of the Russ::: state. (377, 186, 450, 470, 510, 627, 628)

ﬁ T. The Prisoner a: nn Alien

Tn mest situations, a more findamertal dcte~.imant 5f the nta‘us
of tha prisoners of war than the faict of his captivity is his being &
foreignexr among a strange people. The moie alien he is. the mor¢ likely .

1+ 1a that hia reiationahips wi+h hisx cqpto: and captive will be affected.

Differencez in American treatment of Japaiz=s prisoners from that acco.ded

Ztalian and German prisoners iu Jorld Var II constitute one illustration.
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The evcnts iuvolving Americaz prisoners in the Korean War, and reactions

to thess events (gg), owe perhaps as wmuch of their gunlity to the attitudes
toward members of the other race on the purt of captor and captive as to
this deing ar encounter with Communist forms of prisoner control.

They are in this way similar tco the specially emotional atmosphere waic:
was noted by lloif and Riploy(lgg) as complicating the adaptation of Ameri-
cans to Jepanesc captivity.

Thus, the expectations of Americans 1o ware onptured involved
anxieties about vriental barbarism,'probably as much as adout Communist
barbsrism. orld War II depictions of Japaness atrocities provided a
fresh basis for tivve snxieties. It is slso 1lik2]l» that the reversal of
hiatorical status rsintionships between Oriental and Caucasian in the
case of American prizoners of the Koreans and Chinese motivated some of
the attempts .: huziliating prisoners which ocourred, accentuated the
Aumiliation wkict "risgoners experienced, and contributed to the American
public’s reac.ion 10 thetie eventis (Aé). Special complexities in these
entional ralstionships sere doudtless introduced by the recent, and only
partially assimilatei ethic,which denied the validity of invidious racial
distinetions, while deing oo weak to prevent subjective reactions on
this basis. -

Prisuners in Xuiuva and China, as w1l as interpreters of their
experi¢aces, have had diffioculty in lisorininaiiug urtween those sirange-
seeming practices that were feazurus of a ‘raditional, alien culiuro,

and these tha’i wers features of ap unfamili-~» ideoclogy Thus, American -

flyers imprimonsd in China wer: ~um7ollad to wear shackles and to walk

with the bowr? heads and humble gaity “radi‘' -~nally expectad of prisoners
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in that country; but thes intensity with which thess restrictiuns woere

applied to thea was variad with the degre: of ‘heir asudai-ston tc political
dezands of their captors (3£8).

Muyers and Braddury (212)trace much of tne difficulty of adjustment
and sources o1 animosity of Chinese prisoners held by the Urited Nations
to their failure to undor:stand the imgersonal bureaucratic and juridical
norms with which they wore handled. Their customary oous of adjustment,
according to thesc writers, waa to maka a per. .nal "deal” and t¢ wain
personal "merii” with whoeve. was in control »f their zituation. For
American prisoners f the Chiness, tha cbverse constituted a source of
difficulty in interrcgation., Their interrofators ~irs3ted tha ia act
in such a wey as to "gain merit" in the interrogstors eyes, while ‘he
prisoners expected more uniform application of impersonal standards of
corpliance with the captor's rule:. Both Ch;nese and Amgrican prisoners
cordequently . v the t1eatment unpredictable and capricious.
8. The ilitary Concept

With some approach $5 universality, prison campe are run on
military models riih n:litary or quasi-military perzonnel =ztaffs. Thbis
is .bo case with camps fux civilian internees and political and penal
Priseners. In Naz corcentration carps, sven the dead frequently had to
s*ans ~o.mation for a few days while sait:-s to be stricken from the rolls.

Aft-r the Korean '/ar, there was the widesyread faeling that a
collapsi occurted of military organisation -nd military identities among
American priscners of war. This was rsflsctod in the major offi~ial
action following the war — the onuncistior f the "Code -f Conduct for

YMamhane of thr armed Rrrcax Af the [nitad =tatac " T a priBAsy arisntatinn
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was & re-emphasis of the principle that s prisoner ~f war remains a member

of the armed forced and should act in accordsnce with that .dentity (346).

The preceding paragraphs indicate a frequant source uf role strain

for the prisconer of war,.in that he is Gui.sidered to be simultaneously

s member I two nntaguuiatic, military organizat:ons -~ that of the csp£or
and that of nis >wn country. The internaticnal agreemsar*s on priscners

of war are in considerable measure addr:.sed o resolving this incongruity.
Pollowing the military m.del, thuy largely cun.intrate ibe problem in a
ohannel in which there is theoretically but one point of contaot between
prisoners aud cgler -~ ua relatisnchips betweern ihe _caler prisoner
officer {or enlistoi repressntative) and the caxp commandant. Thuuu iwo
of ficers, as bound by the principles of the c:nvention on their rights

and duties vi- 2 v.3 each other, are charged with resolving such conflicts
as may arise (93}.

In pr. .ice, relationships of capiive personnel with captors are
rarely oconfined to those which procede through this channel or to those
that are within the spar of control of these two seniors. Further, both
members of the legai point of zuricat between prisoner and captor organi-
zatioa frequ  .: 1y have wwtivations tovard *heir own side that override
any obligation they recosmize to the jrinciples of the international codes
gover.irs their relationships. The sime 3. 2qually - .- more true of lower-
renking participarts in the situstion of both ridas who are less ocnversant
with anz responsive to the legal ductrines ¢i51).

9. Military Coneepts and Prisgner-of-iar Resistancs

Contrasting with the view that dasxth» 2and c¢ollaboration among
A@cricnn prisonars in Korea 22ulu be traced to a collapse of military
organization anu identities, are other views which have regarded the
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the traditicnal zilizary mcldel as inappropriale C Zany o tho situatioz
that confront captives. The dominaticn of prisorers by military concepts,
according *u some of these views, kas precludcd theam from comceiving of
other modes of orsanizerion ard aciion that -weuld te more apprepriate
to the situaticn. & popullr '\::’:'k o fietish Tta Rriire on the River Kwai,
conceived of a pathology oF thes miiitery rocle in tas cace > a sewnior
officar. Less fietional are <ke froquen® iastances, including securances
in Korer, vhere jinicr off.cers have feit it . ,cessary *° undermine the
authority of the enis= »fficar whom they f21t has cucounbed to the
pressure and surveilan2. of une captsr anl hed become overly-cuilaborative
with aim. fCovert orgmnizations led Yy lowerariirng ‘riividunle r}r are
least subject fo rressure gni surveillance hava been zenticned as * 9Ce8sary
for effecs ve resizianss w3 21 exploitative captor. The difficulty of
Auiataining tradicicral rorms of militery organization uncontrolled by
the captor ir . face .. deuliberaz. measures of the ‘atter to disrupt
such organisstion, 3 in “uc Korsan care, ha3s also been pointed out (100,296).

Thers has elzo .2¢:1 sSore conjecture tha: tkere may not be congruence
betwesn the nessonality or zocial type who makes tL2 best officer or soldier
and the one ~ho make:r the *est motivctad, ar+ful and effective resister
%o an sppreescive czpter.  Such contrasts a: otedience versus reheliousness,
2, truitworthiress and candor versus iece: iulress come to mind.

There is a sinila> divergence st ike “avel of sodels for group
organization 2nd usehavior. As contrastad wm:th the problems with which
military orgenizatisns conveniiontlly ccoipw, *he most directly apslicable

forws ¢f resis‘zuce to an cpporessive capto - ~-t¢ found in tue traditiounal
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and underground movementis; xilitant, radical laber uniors: oppreascd

national minorities. GSirikes, rlow-dowr:, demonstrations, sahbotage,
hungoer strikes, terrorisn, cover! proparancda ant provocatisn, are among
the traditional acts in the reperto.y .1 auch groupings.

ilitery organizations ure famjiliar with these {actics as targale
and reprassers of *hia, roiuher than as organizeérs. The awnierc of the
American military establichmont tead %o o2 unfamiliaxr with these tactics
in either way, relative to military oen of m 't other 'ationg. The
United Statead is characterized by velatively high “cussnsus toward ite
instituticns, tolzvsrs-~ af Jeviation, and relatively pacific mod T of
adjuvs ting differennes betwean authority and mass. Oniy in a £ow &2Cus
of nationsal life are there encounters which preszut some count?fpart;

1o the demands of group rcsistsnce and harassment in POY camps -- labor
strife, undesworld activity, and the prison syatém, for example. Len
with experier . .. <. "Vanglag andl werassing authsrity in these roles
are nLuw Wail representad in the armed ornes, however.

There is one ki-J o relevant experisnce that i: common to most
American nales, howaver. This is the frequent defiance, evasion and
barascment of =chool authoritiles uy students. Tt i3 consistent with this
observation that the two best organizad and most succeszful examples of

Freup s osistance accivisies recountes by ioaricans repatriated from lorth

Koreai: capiivity suggest taat such youthiul experiences may have 3servad
as the’r guides.
The wall-publicized "Crazy .Jeek" denonstration in ons of the ~

campe during the haisht of the Lumzanisi Ivdoc*rination program was one
such instanc: . The rrisoners sudiently Hernin to aot as il they had gﬁno
mad -~ some walking s:iound the compound fondling ard kissing imaginary
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female companions; others riding about on imaginary bieycles, motoroycles,

o> horses; one olipping hi: hair into an Inﬁian warlock, doing a war dance
around the compound, and claiming protection a3 3 nember of a:n oppressed
minority. The tactic appears to heve more of the earmarks of a college
prank than of military-minded resiatance to a ruthlass eaptor.

A second type of succescful resistance was the ~stotaging of the
efforts of the Chinese to hold compulsorr group indoctriration gessions,
The prisoners here had marny ways familiar to 1w for disrupting these
meetings which resembled so clesely the classroom situations with which
they were all familiar, Tiey would prop some other reading matti. up
behind the indoctrination materiai tlhey were supposaé to be studvings
shuffle feot and otherwise create an unstudious din; feign misunderstanding
of the 'instructors’ remarks; ask heckling questions and ones leading the
instructeor toward discursive answersj hound the "teacher's pet,” etec.

Very similar * :%..s .. ~: developad irdependently by various groups of
prisoucss for meeting this “ype of situation, Whetber because of sabotage
or for some other reason, ‘he captor abandoned entirely this mode of
attemptod indoctrinatior of his American prisoners.

That such "“"ron-milit=iy” uchavior as was involved in thease aots
of resistance is regardea with favor by military commanders indicates
that i:. fundsmental expectation for 'mili-.ry conduct”is a demand for
action in ascordance with norms of pariotic hervism that will de dis-
cussed delow.

10. Fre-Capture Concepts of Captivity

Few wan becume war prisoners have much concrete knowledge ol the

,/'
eladorate doc cine relating to canlives thu! bas been discussed. This

is unlike the case with the criminal offerder, particularly the
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professional criminal. There is a highly developed lore in the underworld

regarding prisons and priscners, with which many if not most offenders
who enter prisons have had~contact. Further, there is great continuity
extending back for at least two centuries in the culture of the peniten-
tiary,‘and the underworld culture of which it is a part.*

As has already bcen mentioned, this leads to the application of
the better known model of the penitentiary to the prisnner-of-war situastion
by both captives and captors, for want of a co. arent concapt for struc-
turing the unfamiliar situation. Traditional prisos slang has frequently
come to be used by =riscriers of war; even among unlikely groups like tke
highly gentlemanly Uanion officers imprisoned during tne Civil War at Bells
Island in Richmond. 1In his memoir of Belle Island, a cultivated I*alian
nobleman who was imprisoned there,for example, refer; to new prisoners as
"fresh fish" (400).

This ~ uit »7 . .cural continuily, and the limited acquaintance
new prisonevs have with the alaborate culture that does exist concerning
the war prisoner, are sourcas of basic problems of prisoner-of-war existence:
the demands for behaving in an incompletely defined situation. In most
situations of ordinary life, familiar 6 well-rehearsed roles exist for the
individual which guide him to appropriste arnd effective conduct in the
s.tuation. Much of the strain of captivit, situations that individuals
experi-nce derives from the lack of such patterns and from the labor,

anxietieas and errors involved in the improv.zations to meet this lack.

* E.H. Sutberland (ed.), The professicnal thiafs Chicago:. Univerniiy of
Chicago Press, 1937, H. Ventworth & 3. B. ~lexner, Dictionary of
American Slang. New York: Crowell, 1960.

22

-~




The duiands on tue prisoner in this reupect are aggravated by
the fact that captor personnel who are the unmedials authorities in the
situation are handicapped similarly -- they toe frequ.n’lv poccesa
no experionce and no adequate cult.ural iodels for guiding their behavior
Visea~vis captives. ‘e have aluo commented earlier en the problems
associated with the Lrisoner ncually being in a atnip, foreign environ-
rent.

These problems are likcly to be less iavers i~ prisoner~of-war
systems like that of tie Seviat Union in .Jorld a2~ I3 which were charac-
terized by greater continuity both with the past and with other institu-
tions of incarceration of the country. Except where great mssses of
prisoners were taken and had little contact with older groups, there was
& developed, pre-existing culture and cocial systes into which prisoners

could integrate themselves.
1. Atre % S sonis

Newly-captured prisrners are not completely devoid of concepts
»egarding captivity in gémral, or their particular captivity status,
however. Song and story in all cultures, if not the mors< formal media of
information and entertainmenl, cipose even the most unsophisticated
perscns to some of the lura concerniny captives. The basic image developed
by ti=-s general cultural productions ic ‘hat of the suffering and heroism
of tuc captive at the hands cof an oppresz.ve, injuasne enemy.

Rarely has captivity been regaided as pleasant, although troops
in many wars have indeed found being 2 prisoner of wa. an almost idyllic
contrast wich what their situaiion had bsen in battle {269). It kas

rarelv been .scessarv. however. for goveirments to have t3 manufacture
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cases in order to produce thore utories of atrocities against prisoners
by their enemies required for tuo propaganda that would dissuade potential
deserters. Hare indeed is the war in which & considerable ruwbor of
atrocities did not occur and the treatient of war prisoners has been
generzlly bsd, rather “han the raverse, The will 1o believe the worat
about the enemy ar! the neal ol propessandis’c have noretheless almost
alwsys le2 to intensifications, exeggerationz and fabiications in
atrocity propaganda (132). Thaere has always be.n a note of terror
associated with captiviiy.
In the pori Jorii ar i puriod, there wa: r rveactivn against war
propaganda in gereral and against atrocity propagaasua in particulir.
A propaganda-censciousnass arose permeating moct strata of western eouﬁtrics
|
that nade people inclined to discount tales of airocities.®  Consequently,
the organizad barbarity on an unprecedented scale that characterized the
Nazi concentr ~¢.. cunuy only siowly i:cgiotered on public consciousness.
Indeed, 1 ..alizaticn of public distruct of atrocity propaganda led the
Alliaed nations in ‘orld “ar II to adopt a deliberate policy of underpliying
Razi atrocities in order *o insure ~redibility for their output. Allied
¥
propagandist~ ~ecognized:
“Because psople now expect war to ta horrible, it is not
3o easy tc shock their sensibilitrz.. An incident must
ha more intence than ever i¢ quial’ ;" as an effectiv~ -
tatrocity'. On the other hand, in the race of widespread
sonsciousness and of Tesistanca 1o propaganda, aud a
heightered skepticism of atrocil, propaganda in particular,
the task of establishing belief i< -.ich harder. Many of
the requirements of credibilivy, fu. lhermore, c.aflict -~
witr those of intensity, creating an added dilemma."
(147, ». 239).
¥ E. Kris and ~. leites, Trends in 20th Certu.:; propaganda in G, Roheim (ed),

Pgychoanalys:s and the scoial .ciences I, ¥ew York: Int'l. Univer. Pr.,
1949.
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As a consequence, only in the post-war world did the events
of the Nazi era penetrate publ.c consciousness and then only dimly.

Nonetheless, the Nazi concentration ~amps have left a2 lasting
association of captivity with unvpeakable horvors that has shaped the
cultural ccnceéts of captivity of the present day. In wartime Germany,
there was also an overlapping of the prisoer-of-war and the concentration
camp systems, particuiarly as it affecte. *ne fates of French, Russian
and Polish prisoners of war,

For iestern publics in the post-war ‘Jorli, Communism became defined
as an evenAmore i wmane and dangerous foe than lagism had beean, Although
there were distinctive aspects io anti-Cowmunist atrscity zopori. and to
reactions among westerners to Comnmunisum as ar enemy, thers was a generaligzed
identification of the horrors totalitarian regimes inflicted on captives,

While these developments of public attitudes involved a hardening
of pubi;n re Ui . 17 ,eports ¢t atianiiies against others, *he effect
on those «:2 became captives '/as different. ZIxpectations involved to a
greater extent the fear of bring subjected to unspeakable horrors -
the terrorization toward wnich a! least some a‘*socities have been directed.
The repressi~ that chsracterized typinal recponses to news of atrocities
further has been suspected of intensifying the anxiety element in these
wnticipations. At the same time, the cia ~coteristic skepticism of atrooity
propagr.nda left the new captive with cone élement of hope that his fears
were the result of his‘having been tricsed by his own propagandists into
thinking the worst of an enemy who wns actuaily much more benign than he
had been rortrayed. Horror was expected us t'~racteristic of the 2nemy

vigg prisoneyr uad been Jighilug ~ad daling, Lul Lbere wus wisu Lhe unbeiLhiiug
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hope that the enemy would prove to be human, if not a friend. The priioner's

hope for his future involwved in this way a denial of his immediate past.
12.  Tne Heroic Concept

Ir. mass media and folklerc, second only in prominence to depictions
of the bardarity of captors tuward prisoners, is the theme of the beroisa
of the prisoner., ith surprisingvfroqucncv, the ordinary man feels under
some obligation to play the horo's part in extreme cavtivity situations,
but much rarer are opportunities for playing t e heroic role with any
degree of vicidle succeas. Controis imposed by the captor, and the limited
gontrol the prisoners can exert over their environments, resiriot greatly
the -coéo of poesitle actions according to heroic =edils.

Nonetheless, former prisoners writing on their own behavic: and
the behavior of others feel that virdicativeneas is necessary where ih-ir
behavior was >.her than a model of heroism. ritings by non-participants
also implicit. ...l - 1or§at1vc s*pectations that persons in extreme
rituatione xiil ascoept far grester risks and greater self-denisl than in
ordinary life situationc. Thin is psrticularly true with respsct to atti-
tudes toward military prisorers (g;g). The analogy ‘& sometimes drawn to
the risks of combat to which soldier: are expected to expose themselves
willingly, i1 not with equunimity, The implicit expectation regarding
captivity, howsver, differs in that it re~.uies to a gwator extent the -
person sxposing himself as an individual to exceptional risks, apart from
those he experiences as a rember of his rmrouy,
13. The Dscape Tradition

The mest highly developsd aspect of the heroic model cf captivity

behavior is th 2sccape ctorv. Bsenpa ie rerortad $a3 b thy Goat pawuivus
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of captive dreams. In racent wars, including the Kerean, it has baen

the primary objective for which drisoners of war organiced secretly among
themselves. ‘“hile the ascape tradition posrihly is not as hishly develeoped
in the United States as in Znglend, vhere it rivals detective and spy
stories as a category of jopular literature., it is nenetheless a prominent
theme in american hercvic lore.

In many 3ritish escapers' :ales {rom Jorld 5ars T and TI, the
troatment of captivity is as a sotting for the =ame of sscape. It is
written about as a sport. Taiere have been captor ;erscnnel who tave
approached the prizcner-of-var situation with s somembat similar .porting
concaption., Their role in the game was conceived =23 ~omething like toat
of a goal keeper -- a much Vduller position than that of the escaper's,
but still an exciting one to be playad according teo the rules and with
mutual respect among the antagonicts (see, e.g., 568, 569).

These _*t,i.ul. .are charscterigtic of agoristic conceptions of
war tnat were diccucsed earlier. There have beer extencions of the idea
of the 'escapers club™ to more total conflicts where captors had leéss
sporting notions of their recie and that of the prisoner, hmwr; In
part, this stems from there navins “een considerable continuity through
succeszive wars in the es.ape tradition, estecially ssong professional
militar, personnel, with successfu) escayss: from one war being prisoners
in the next and passing along much of the lore to their younger fellrws.

The escapa tradition has been enphasizad particularly smong Alr
Forces ~- partly because of its close relar onship to \ue contirgeucy of
evading capture and escaping frcth;‘ei[-.my territory aftar crash or baii-out

kahind anemy ines.
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The escape tradition, and the many storiss of succesuful ‘Jorld

dar II escapes, provided the setting for some to regard the record of
American prisoners of war in Korea as shameful in that it wsr reported
that none had escaped "from an organized FO. camp" (558).

Kilitary fornes fonter ascape activitias among their members
who become prisoners of an enemy for ;easons beyord the 2Lvicus signi-
ficance of the number of men who ma, eff2ct a sale re*urn to their own
lines. Lven when unsuccessful, it is frequenti’ points. out, escape
attempts function to divert the attention and resources of the enemy from
other war pursuit~ llore fundamentally, escape activity is regucded as
the keystone upon v~hich organization, discipline, anu mosale of priscaecs
ave frequently been built. This has beer the case even in situat uns
where escape was feasible at best for only a tiny fraction of the men

sonfined (125, 346).

Thriz ier =f w.cape activitiss %a similar in some respects to the
concept of tke "heroic myth" of Sorel®, which he analysed with particular
reference to the goie he advocated for the general strike in a socialist
revolution. “hile regardirng the general strike iiself as unrcalizable,

he saw in it a heroic obljective wi.n vomahilities of evoking fervent shared
He alro

images and an intense solidarity. aaw it as constituting a basis

{or 4iscipline and training that was dir:.':y tic' .o the i{mmediate problems,
grievacres and natural groupings among tane classes that would cowpose the
ranks of a revelution.

Escaps has functioned as ‘he 'hersic myth" among many groups of

prisoners.

* G. Sorel, _uflectiorz on violence. Clenzue, Iil.: Free Press, 1950,

A‘f’af 3, ¢




14. Tws3igtancs te "nterrosa‘-on

A second weli-developed theme ¢ ihc heroie prisoner tradition ia
resistance to the captor's efforts to wreast infornation froo 'he captive.
70 the extent the Armed Porceu have c~iva:r recoguition to a uced for
prepering troops fer tha evant of capturc, it uas beea in the area of
- indoctrinating personnel uo iivuige ne (uformation te an ensmy bayond the
winimue demand=d Ly internatioral la* -- name. rark, 3 i3zl number, and
- date of uirth. This was *he only aspect of cup vity regurding which any
signifizant number of imericans captured during ‘he Korean ./ar had any
official instructiion.
) The presert vritur (43, p- 12} has stated sisewhere:

Pow injunctions ars as intencely and universally accepted
as that which demands that 2 soldier should give no aid to .n
enemy with whom Lis nation is st war. For the prisoner
of war, the most explicit expression of this general norm
has hees. the rigid order to divulge nothing %o his captor
! beyond that minimum international law requires him to give —
the cel~kra‘ed "name, rank, serial number, oaly."
Adbar_ e *o 4. cule has Lewn held forth as the
most suecific teat of virtue wiich i+ prisomer encoun-
ter~ -- proving his loysity, patrioctism, morality,
couragc, manliness, etc., are all made to depend
upon "not talking,”

The same set of cultnral doctrines which emladies
the norm of nonintsrcourse with tiar anemy views
torture and pain of death 2s ilie only excuse for
devia..ons from it. OJo central and dasic to the
identity of Lie prisuner are the vilues demanding
tha’ he resis® ihe e¢nemy ihat onl,’ forces which
cause him "to lose contrsl of himuel " can be con=
ucived as explaining "collaboratiui with isr stauy”
hy a person of "scund charucter, ®

ine same paper discusses the sterzot,ped and sensatiuvnal quelily
of prevalent izmages of prisoner interroguiion -- concepticns of piysical

and mental tort.res that *“he captor emjloys *- “break"™ the prisoner.
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15. Other Hercic Hodels

Peyond escape ard interrogation resistance, there appears to
be little specific content :u populas images of the heroic role appropridte
te the prisaner.

Another fairly {-2quen’ theme in writings b survivors of the
more extreme situation, howev.ar, 1is tle heroic portrayal of tho feat
of survival 1%selfs and survival rith the maintenance 5t the integrity
of one's personality.

Comment has al.sady beaen sade on the more recent conception of the
obligation of the priscner "to resist hy every means availablu™ .- the
extenaion of tie La“tle to the prisonsr camp (227, 231). Various sccounts
have glorified ac:is of harrassment and sabotage agairst captors and
vigilante activity against fellow prisoners who deviate from the pstriotic,
political or = 12l code of the dominant prisoner group. In Korea, anti-
eaptor acts ax’ended from petty, school-boy-like anti-authoritarian acts,
such as taunting guasis or chalking pa‘riot.z slogans, to the murder of
captor persounsl. A similgr renge has characterized aots within the
prisoner community (501, 513, 531, §20).

16. Chinese Communist Prisener-of-’ar Doctrine

The _revalent imege of Zommunist treatment of Americans in Korea
as dev-loped by news rejpurting in tne "mitaq States is a composite of
the "aiveceity” theme and the 'brainwasbirg” thewe - crutality and naked
coercion, on the 2ne hand, and sly, mysterious mind-manipulation on the
other (~6). :lost accounis have alse soncli#:i that the Chinese were

extremely successful in achiev. .z itbip exploitative objectives in applying

their methoss to american pricon:rs.
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The high success attributed to the Chinese Communist exploitation
of American prisoners has been ascribed by various scurces to the unfamil-
iarity and éurprisa of Americans at the novel tuctics employed by the
Chinese against them (ggl; 260, 261, 346).

To a c¢ansiderable exter.t however, the features of Chinese prisoner
treatment that occasioned the greatest surprise when encountered by
Americans in Korea were those that could have been anticipated on the
basis of knowledge of earlier Chinese Comuunis prisone» practices and
doctrine; while those which were more in accordance with Americuans!
sxpectations represerted deviations from established Chinese Couwunist
doctrine.

The distinctive characteristics of Chinese Communist military
doctrine, including that relation to POW, stem from the fashioning of the
thinking of the Red leaders during the long civil war. Crucial to the
Communist v -o1v in 2t war was the absorption of enemy elements into
the “People's Liberation Army," along with their material (572). One of
the "Ten Military Principles" of the CHICOM is: "Replenish ourselves by
the capture of all of the erumy's arms and most of his personnel. The
source of the men and meterial of owr army is mainly at the front."»

The develnpment of tLese doctrines during the war with the Japanese

?rouw 1737 to 1945 was reported in a World Jar II Office of War Information

PUC—
*Mao Tsa Tur -, "The Present situation ard «.u tasks." Revor’ ' .v the
Laventh Limilonal rarty Uongrecs, <bH U .ember Lyvd(.
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intelligence report in 1945 that was recently reprinicdi

Chinegse Communist Prisoner-of-iyar Practices in Yorld Har II#

The firat leaflets and pamphlats used in “he psycho-~
logical warfare against the Japanese were radical in tone,
with such exhortations as "Overthrow tiaa Tmperor", "Down
with the militarists”, and "C

carry cuat the revolutien in
Japan ." The only result cr such literature, as reported Ly
prisoners, was to antagoniza tiuc Japanese troops.

In Novembter 1938 at the Communist Farty Central
Commitiee session, Mao Tse Tung pointed out that the war
was equally hard on the common people of Japan, Yorea,
Taiwan, and China. He urged a "uzited front" of all these
people against the war of sggressicu, enl - resolution to
work for such a united {ront wes passed. 1 e troops and
the peasants were indoctrinated with ihis :oncept and the
Anti-enemy vlork Section began to uzse it in i+: psychological b
warfare.

The d..: ire? »gaction among the Japanese troops was ‘
still not fortihkcoming, Lowever, s: the Anti--cromy Work ,
Section began to work with Japanese prisoners to learn why
their methods were ursuccessful and te try to work out
better ones, ‘

It found that prisoners responded amazingly to
frierdly symp~thetic treatmen® and learned that the prinoipal
reason tor the failure of all its %techniques was the universal '
fear amonz Jivanese troops of the treatment they would receive
if capt 5G4 vy .. Chinese.

The Anti-enemy York faction sco. cdecided that its
 first 3sk was to ~vercome .apanese fear of mistreatment at
the hands ol the Chines:z, The 7rirst thing it did was to
formulate the "Battle Jiscipline" for its own troops on the
treainent of prisoners. The following order was iesued to
Chinese soldiers:

"Jar--ase soldie:rs are the suuz end *rothers of the
toiiing masses. Deceivid and zoerced by the Japanese
warlords and financial oligarchs, taey have been forced
to fight sgainst us. Therefore:

1. Any injury or incult to ![.ranese cev'ives .3
strictly forbidden. No confisca“iun of or damage to -
their belongings is permitted. ficers and men of i
our army who disatey this order shz1l be punished . [

<. Special nd proper care ch~'.l te giver %o o
Japanese captives who are wounded or sick. i
‘

* Selections from Propaganda activitie: of = '/ninese Communist Army in
Tarld Favr ¢ . in . R, Dangharts and . Janowitz lech). A Favchologi=
cal warfars uasebock, Ba:ilzore: Johns Eopkins Universitl Press, ;
Harch 1956, DRO-T-360, £44-860. P
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3, If Japanese captives wish to return to their
own country or return to their original tiroop units,
all posaible convenience shall be given them to reach
their destination safely.

4. Those Japanese captives who may wish to remain
in China and work for the Chinere Arny shall be given
proper work. Those wishing to study shall be helped to
enter suitable schools.

5., Facilities shall Yo given ‘o captives who wish
to correspond with their families or friends.

6. Japanese soldiers killed in battls shall be
buried and suitable tombstones erected.

Signed: Commander .n Chief-Chu Teh
Vice Comm: nder in Chief -
Peng Teh Huoi'" :

.This order was aotively -¢arrisd cut by the Chirecee :9%iL
Group Arn, ruops who also passed it on tr the peasants in
their ares.., Li Ch'u-li explains the reasun behind tha ords.is
"Through softening their hostile feelings toward us we puiid
a bridge for our ,ropaganda to reach them." They have
also found that their only really effective psychological
warfare workers are prisoners who have learned from
experience that the "Battle Discipline™ is a reality.

In 1939 Japanese prisoner-of-war volunteers formed
the "/ ~ai-n- i-o League," which soon becaune the Japaunese
P3sy 't .aiti-war League, a5 a branch of the same
arganization founded in Chungking vy Kaji Wataru. In
Avzust 1942, the North CLina Branches of the league met
in coiuference at Yenan. Various prisoners of war reported
to the conference on tlreir own experiences in various
Japanese army units ani the effect of Chinese propaganda
on Japanese troops. They reported on specific grievances
and discontents awong the Japanese soldiers.

A8 a result ¢f the August 1942 conference, 228 speci-
fic "demands," such as the demand for more food, for
protection against mistreatment ry nfficers, were formu-
lated and incorporated intc a pac si.let called "Der-nds of
the Soldiers.!

The Anti-enemy Vork Section uecided to direct its
effort: toward stirring up disco:tunt among the Japaness
troops. The best evidence tha* suia tactica a.s success~
ful and that the "Demands of 1he Coldiers" has proved a
poweful weapon is furni lhed by captured doouments. Thess
prescribe severe punishment f: v anyzhe in the Japaunese
army -“~ught reading or in poasession uf the pamphlet.
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Until the oconference of prisconers of war and the
nembers of tke Jaranese Antiwar League, paycholcgical
warfare work was carried out by the Fnlitical Affairs
Department of the Chinese 18%1 liroup Army, with gradually
more and more participation by the Japanesse workers,
After 1942 the Japancse worxera begau to *ake over this
phase of the Political Affairs Departuent's work unt1l
now (1945) it is practicall; al. done by Japanese. The
Japanese vorkers and Feasants sSchool, ostablished at
Yenan in Novembs: 1940, and szimilar trainirg places,
educate Japanece prisonaru of war to carry on this paycho=
logical warfare work....

The Japanese .Jorkers and Peasants School in Venan
has set up a Propaganda Zonmittec of 18 "students," They
work out programs and write some leafle 3, Thzre are
radioced to Japancse People's Zmancipati .n Letgue wiits
in the field. Most of the leaflete are pr-pared by the
field units in accordance with the headquarters’ direce
tives.

The Anti-enemy Yiorks Secticn sends telegrams twics
a week to its field bureaus giving summaries of Japan's
military and aconcemic positicn and of ccnditions in the
Japansse llorth China army. They also include suggustions
as to the propaganda use of the rews, Part of the tele-
grams relate the experience -- the success or failure ==
cf Las various psychoiogic:.l warfare units....

™ g~~~ *raatment of prisoners of war has Lecome

the + /8tuuw o1 Chinese 184L Croup Army's psychological
xarfare. The aim, after all, of all nrychological war-
fa.3 is easentially to teke prisoncrs, or to so influence
the enciy that he will 1l.ose his will to fight, with
capture or dssertion the usual result. DBut soldiers
must first b» reasonably certain that capture will not
-oean & fate worse the. death, ard the general poliocy

of the enemy tuwari prisoners is soon known to the
80ld‘~ra,

Captured Japanese, aa sqcon as 'hey are disarmed,
are treated like friends by the 17'": Group Army. That
the peasants who bave suffered so ruch from +he satistic
ireatment of Japanese troops alway: treat captured
Japanese well is to be dou*ted. 'hare is irrefutable
evidence, however, that ir. many p.ares, captives have
been w1l cared for, an? this, unicr all the ocircumstances,
seems remarkable.

Prisoners are givac {.rei-n1d treatment, if it ia
needed, on capture, and then sant ¢ .uiu rear for pre=
limin- ry sducation. ‘Jorkers of tae aati-enemy Work
Seciius sSupervise Tnis >.ucation, witn the assistance of
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Japarese leagus units., Tho lsttor do all of the work
here they sre acequately st?ffod.

A pamphlat in Japanese ia prapared to give to each
captured Japanese scldier as soon as he is taken, Thiz
explains the nature of the 18th Group Arny and its war
sims, as well us its conception of the true nature of the
war anl the way it has affactel Japan and China.

At first “he aim is merely to aesure priscners of good
treatnert and to ovcrcome their antagonism. Liiile
sttempt is made to do moro than anawer their quesiions
and axplain as much of the 19th Group Army attitude and
ideology as they seem interested in learning. Thers are
no concentration campe and no ccompnlesr; labor for prison-
ers of the Chinese 18th Group Army. Pr. ioners enjoy
alnost nomplete liderty. Thaey are segr:gated along
officer-soldier and recaloitrant-cooperati-se lines, but
the same treatment is given all groups.

Afier & ouunla of weeks of good trea'ment, the prisoners
whe want to go back to their units are releazsd, The
mors hostile ithe prisoner, the sooner he is released.

The 18th Group Army worker. believe that this is logical
action -— if the hostility of a Japanese cannot be over-
coms ne will be even better proof to his fellows that
prisoners are not mistreated by the Chinese. Each
prisoner releaccd is given a littls farewell party

{of ten joinad in by the peasants) and generally small
girt L. 3. % the policy of the Anti-enemy Work
Sect.. .. 10 grud back Japancse snldiera who do not want
to return, though it is adaitted tha. tiais prodbably is
done by some guerrilla bends ill-equipped to care for
prisoners. For security red:ons, no prisoner is released
after he has been in Yeran dr, protably, in any other
permanent hcanqulrtors !

The prisoners who respond to the kind trestment and
shor an interest in the icedlogs or concepts of the 18th
Group Army or the Tapar.se People’'s Emancipation League
are further instructed and indoctrinated and are used
as8 scon as possible in psychologiu:l warfare units,

Some prisoners after their severw. . montha' sducati-n are
usod to instouct 18th Group Army wen in the use of Japan—
ess weapons. One Japancse enginesr s working as an
engineer in an 13th Group Army drigadej one Japanese
doctor is head of one of the 18tL Group Army hospitals.

At first the 18th Group Avmy was afraid to return
prisoners for fear they would ounly have to fight them
again. They also feared the ricenris would be killed
hy troir own officers. Fven wnen they did allow them

» | /
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to return it was cnly after a long period of indootrina-
tion and when the prisoners proved receptive to instruo-
tion.

Now the 18th Group Army leaders advocate relecsing
most prisoners who express s desire to go back to their
own lines, and within a very short time after capture.
They explain *hat, so far as having to oppose them again
i3 concerned, thorc ars too few to meke much difference.
Also, no maiter what their officers do to returned
prisoners, they cannst hide the fact the 18tk Group Army —
has permitted their return and that they huve not been
mistreated while in Chinese hands, ™he Chinese do nct -
expect that returned prisoners will ormr resistance
cells in the Japanese army or even ¢ ase to ue their
bitter foes. But one thing their very vresence will
incontrovertibly prove -- 18th Group Army soldiers do
not mistreat prisonsrs. In this way they also prove
that tnis much, at least, ot Chinese propaganda is true.

The significance of prisoner-of-war expicitation to tie Chinmce
Communisis at the time of thoir eatry into the Korean War can bu
appreciated by noting the extent to which they attributed their sucoess
in both the war against the Japanese and in"China's Liveration War" to
their pris  r—r¥ewu, policies. ~wnis theme was elaborated for English-
speaking readars in People's Chiua immediateiy after the beginning
ot the Korean #ar by & member of the Political Department of the People's
Revolutionary Military Council:

THE PLA POLICY MR YAR PRISONERS »

In the cource of ihe four yvars of China's Liberation -
Har, from Jnly 1, 1945, to June 30, 1950, the People's
Liberation Army wined out a *totil of over 8,070,000
Kuomintang troops, of which 5,.:),000 we~- take.. prisover
or surrendered. Another 1,140,300 laid down their Ameri-
can-supplied arws and crossed cver to our side.

*Reprinted excerpts from Chiu Kung, T-: r.i policy for war priasoners,
Paople's China, Aug., 1950, 2 {3), #-9.




During the Lisgyaund-Mukden campaign in the winter
of 1948, more than 370,000 of Chiang Kai-shek's soldiers
woere annitilated, of which 329,000 were captured or
surrenderedi. OFf the 500,000 KMT troops in the Peiping .
Tientain Area, almost half were taken prisoner while
most of the remainder, led by Ueneral Fu Tso-yi,sccepted
our surrender terms, Af-.er the PLA's great victory in
the Funi-hai campaign near Hsuchow, the great majorkty
of Chiang's remaining crack forces (nearly 600,000)
joined the already numerically superior PLA, bringing
an abundance of American equipment with them. The
rsvolutionary army's subsequent sweep through South,
Southwest and Northwest China was accompanried by many
similar apisodes.

These spectacular successes in wi.ning the sneny to
our side can be largely attributed to tro factors: lo
the PLA's policy of treating its war prisoners with
leniéncy and consideration, and to its effective poli:,
for uniecwir ing 3nemy morale.

+s.500n after the conclusion of the Anti-Japanesa
War, Chiang Kai-shek,at the instigation of the American

- -imperialists, unleashed his full-scale attack against tne

Liverated Areas. Though numerically inferior, the

PLA waz able to inflict a seriee of heavy losses on the
exauy right from the outset. The XMT troops quickly
begon tn logse their will to fight. They dreaded entering
the Li'iic*24 Areas as if they were going to their

r /2s. Undar such circumsisnces, our policy of magnani-
zity towards war prisone:'s offesrea a vay out for Chiang's
s8luctant troops. This was one of the many reasons

for the mass surrender of KMT forces that soon became

a characteristic of all large battles.

It should be ncied tnat our political work was invari-
ably synchronizes with military operations. MNever for
a ‘cment did we entertain ine illusion that we could
overcome the enemy by political work alone. Experience

" bhad taught us that the greater our military strength,

the more effective our political work became. imilarly,
the more effective our politic. vsork, the swiftc- art
larger were our military succes.as.

It should also be noted that our policy of icriency
dic¢ not apply to all of our fozes alike. Our policy ot
discriminating between officers end men in cur treatment
of prisoners was announced ia 1347. According to a
manifesto issued by ine ruA on Oct. 10, severa punishment
would be meted out the people'!s ¥c. 1 enemy, Chiang
Ka -shek. His top accemplices ware alaoc declared
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national war uriainals. However, we announced that those
who had committed orimes againcst the penrplo would de given
a last chance to lighten or commute thuir evuntual
sentences by severing thair relations with the reuction-.
ary regime and rendering meritoi:ious service Lo the
revolutionary cause Those who worked openly nr secretly
fer us would be appropriateiy rewarded. LT officers

who came over to our side would be orfered the same choice
as their men o remzin with the people'z army or return

te their huweu. ’

Treatment of Jar Priaoners

Houw do we treat our prisonars of 'r? C(ur fundamental
pelicy is to win them over, re-saucet tha., and gradually
remould their ideology and behaviow 10 as 1. transform
them into new persons who may ba of service %o the
people.

Whe= a group c¢f new prisoners is taken, we first
sllay thnir fears by nur contiderate ir—~ataent. They
are neither searched nor forced %o givs up their percuoni:d
belonginze. Thoss with injuries receive modical care
alongaside cur own men.

The officers are quickly separated from the enlisted
mon.  Although officers frequently *ry to conceal them=
selves a3 ordinary soldiers, thair own men invariably
peint tham out to us zooner or later. The junior officers
r - alen a. . agated from their superiors and receive
di.ieront Yorme ef political i1e-sdycation, since they
respgond to re-sducation nor2 readily chan the generals.
During the latter part of the war, junior officers were
sent back to ths KT areas after two to three months of
training if they wished to leave then. <hile these
officers, who come lirgely from the uppor classes, could
not become revolviionaries in such a brief tine, this
pariod was sufficient to make them politically neutral.
7.25h perscons were no lo.ger wiiling to risk their lives
for a 103t cause, and they usuai'y surrendersd promptly
at their nexi contact with our forces.

We have nevar had prisoner-ct-war cuaups Ior orginary
soldiers. At most, if their numbers are zr?at, they
are sent to a rear area assembiy contre, afltar s few
lecturea on *he nature of China's revolution, foilowed
by small-group dircussions, thay =2ve encour-~ed to heid
Accusation Heetings at which they relate thcir past
asufferings uader ths "WT -ul:, vetn in the army and
befors conseription., After asv. ».' or =uch Accusation
Me~tings, about four-firfths of ti..» soldiars w1l

Qoiwaind W Us bcABO 11U Wue TA ¥U LOML Wuuy Csin help
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overthrow the reacticrnary forces that have oppressed
ther £ll tacir lives,

This brief perioc is alsc enough ta show the prisoners
how entirely different a people's army i3 from s reaction-
ary army., 7They are first impresszd by the democratic
unity ervisting hetwaen any cammar pg 20d fighters, who
live like members of one jarge fauily, sharing the same
food and livirg conditicns. They ars also impressed by
the harmoniuvus relations betwuen the aimy and the civilians,
gn sstonishing thing ror <yl scldiars who nave previously
receivel orly curses fron the peasarntry whom tiey robbec
end oppressed.

Thesn are someof ‘he reasonz »Ly ch tramendous
numbers of KMT soldiers joined the P{ 3o enthusiastically.
This i3 alsoc why cowardly fighters turnui 20 rapidly
into brave warrioms. Hany of the:l even male so much
political progress :hat they have been saccepted into the
Chinese Communist Party or the Lemocratic Youth Leagu..
Quite = .aw 2ttained the wank of juniur 3{7icers. Many
others sacrificed their lives for the reve'utionary
cause.

These 1 heratad soldiers, as these captives are
customarily scalled, constituied a steady supply of
reinforrsrents for our PLA ranks. Aimd, I should like
to emphasize, we have found no difference between the .
revelutinqary po*entialities of such liderated soldiers
al Jf . ~lunteers who joined our army in the Liber- —
at . fooen

“hy is thic s0? The war we are fighting is a
rignteous struggle agaiist armed raaction. The rank and
file of the enamy’s arry have %een -ecruited largely
from the exploited classes. They have rothing to fight
for but the chains that already weigh heavily on their
nscka, Once inside the KT army, the maltreatment they
. ™ .ive teaches ;hen new ispile of misery. Under such

N circumstances, i is very easy for them to come over
to the people's side and many eve: turn their guns ugainst
their commanders on the hattie®:. 1d,

Qur policy towards prisoner: is an inherent part of
a revolutionary people's army, =re of tae many features
which distinguishes a peasants’ :ni workers’ army from
the armies of the exploiting cir.:ces. The correctnesz
of this policy has beer confirmea by mors than twenty
years of combat experience. ‘fith-wmt such a policy, the
PLA could not have so wwif'tly aczhieved its great revolu-
ticnary victoriea of today.
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17. The"Lenient Policy" as USAP FO! Encou ntered It

It need hardly be said that the actual experiences of American
POs in Chinese camps in Korea were considerably at variance with ths
idyll which a literal 1uterpretationAof the"L-rni:nt Policy" ao,
depicted would lead cne to expect. Yet, tather than wzact with surprise
to thocs many instances in Koren whick accorded vith a literal appli-
cation of the "Lenient Policy," it seems more profitable to deterinine
here how and why the actual traatment of prisoners ol war in Korea
deviated from 1it.

Americanc captured by Chinese troops gererally encountered the
"Lenient Policy" from tne moment of capture., In aslmost all instances,
troop elemertt wh. captured Americens (or who received them from North
Korean civilians or military police) bshaved as if they had been
thoroughly :.iuctrin:ted with‘}he "Tenient Policy.! !ore frequently
than not, these elemsntc interpreted the policy quite literall:. While
generally the captive was discomfited by being the object of much staring
and curiosity he usually was .ot otherwise subjected to indignities or
.mistreatmen oy capturing roope (2ithough many were later victims of
atroc:ties), The captsrs were genorally po.ite, if not friendly. Almost
inva. iubly, the prisoner was allowed to re:p mos* .. hla porsonal equip-
ment. Whon items of equipment were tsken [rom kim, his "permission"

would {raquertly be asked and receipta gien for items confiscatzd.
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Many encountercd the woris oi the "lonient Poliey™, as woll as theae
kinds of deeds, at the mcment of capturs. Capturicg troopa would assure
the prisorer that he would not be harmad: that he would be .unt to a
camp where prisoners just played g .ues, read, and studied; that he would
probably be reclensed to hiz owvn force:s after a short time; all of tais
it was explained, war part of the "lenient Policy" tewsi:d Zrisoners of

war of their leader, Corade liao.

Continuously thrcugh nis captivity, the prisccer hoard the words

of the "Lenient Policy™ again and again. Lost prisorars found nonsider-
able discrepancy botween the words and the actions, however., A -9riling
to Sohein (253)1

"Shortly at'tcr capture the mern wsia arched north in
groups of varving sizes and were confined iu temporary
camps for a period of weeks or months. During this
period the men axperienced extreme privatiom and
phy=iral hardships: food was uscarce and unfasiliar,
medical cara cr consideration for the sick and wounded
wus 8" to~’ ~~mexistent and clothing and shelter were
inac [ma'. sgainst the severe winter weather. The POWs
ware told, huwever, that they wer~ 2atting exactly the
a.=e trestiment as the averase Chinese rout soldier, and
suppiy shortages were aiwvsyc blamed on UN air activity.

These great physical hardships served to make the
prospect of any improveuent in conditions a powerful
inducement.. 'ie canrut judge wshether the Chinese delid-
era*=ly manipulated hardship in order to increace
coliaboration, but it is ciear what this was its effect.
The PO7s expurienced wany disappoin’ments in this early
period, expecting an improvement ;- conditioms and
seldom finding it. Instead they < ilen discovered a
deterioration of conditiona. ot =until s awn raached
the permanent camp was there a mor: adeguate supply of
food, medical care, clothing and sneiter,

Another factor which led some -.in to geek - solution
in collaborating or at least prsaisposcd thes to listening
to communist indoctrina..oi: attewpts was the aver-
riding fear of nonrcpatriaticn thei ,.lagued most of them.
The “rinese linked early repatrizti.. witu the coopers.
tivencss 0f the ru«+, r i late repatriation or non-
repatriation with exce :ive recalcitrance om the p-rt
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of the PG7, The creation of this kind of atmosphere
and the eliciting of collaboration were a'ded by the
fact that threats and promisec waere always linked to
atrcng feelings present in the men. I[n particular,
the intellectual appeal *o prace was linaed to an al-
ready existing discontent with fighting for an unciear
cause on foreign soil.”

-t
[ 4

. The "Leniont Policy" and the".ar Criminal”

Yany of the Americans part:icularly officers and Air Force
personnel of all ranks. encountered a version of the "Tanien! Policy" in
which it was no! automatically appliec r¢ thew, This version was encoun-
tered by practically all of these accused of "participaition in bacterio-
logical warfarc.” It was "ervplained" that the captivo "was not really a
PO, Lutl actually = w.. coriminal.” Fe wag considered u» “war criminal®
because of his "participation in bacterivlogical warfare,"” hia"viotation
of the frontiers of thLe People's Republic,"” his "espionage activity,"
or aimply becange "he had sngaged in imperialisiic war against the Korean
people.”

"{..., by s_acserely repenting ,our crimes,”" these PO% were told,
"can you gain the forgiveness of ths paople and bs ireatod as a POv
entitled to the benefits of the "I-nient Policy."

Zvidence of "repentsuce” entitling the "war criminal' ta PW
statua couli- wesn any numbte:r of thirges iu terms of concrete acts. In
the minds of the Communist interrogators or, as some/waro called,
"inet*=:0tors . " this meant not only variou. icts ~f olladho.ation dul

also tae uniquely Chinese Communist concept of "umird raform.'” The

POX¥ wac told ths® he would nave to shuw th:t he had ‘the correct ~itisucs.”

Thus, an aet, cuch as complcting = "corfasa‘on” for those accused of
"bacterinloginal warfare," was demanded a: . icmonztration that they hai

"sincerely repsnted.” The “uuuiession,” o ba acceptable, had to contain
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exprassiors of remorse, "sell-criticisn™ and usually castigation of

the “warmongera,” But, as most of the “confessors” learned, this com-
piiance itself was not sufficient to Jemousirate tne “currectlniwsa of
their attitude ,» Thei:r lhopes that theyr would be released fiom isolation
and sent to a POY camp aow tha® they Lad done their captor's bi:d;iing
gensrally proved unfounded. Dumands for demonstratians of their
repentance and for a more thurough "reiorming of their thoughts" were
apt to continue (33).

There were frequent instances, during ths courss ot hostilities,
of prisoners who were told that they had taeen "forgiven for their crimse”
amd wculd e 3s0:: 0 -agular POV camps, apparen.i; wiihcut any spesific
manifestation of "repentance” on their part. In the cases of' thosa
. srcused of "bacteriological warfare™ participation {(botk those who
"confessel" and tLose who rofugcd), the "war criminal®™ and “lenient
Polioy"” fictions were carried through to the time immediately preceding
their repat: +iion. Al this time, elstirate formal ‘'trials™ wers con-
ducted at which the accused were “fergiven for their crimes™" and granted
repairiation in accordance with th: "Lenient Poliey »

As well they might have Leen, almost all POJ were thoroughly
perplexed ' (hic triad of (hinese Comzuiist terms: "lLenient Policy,®
"War “riminsl," and"Correct Attitude” (or "Thought Reform"). The latter
w0 #ri.h3ses in Chineee Practice alsc re,rc:ented ~ rethi..3 of a departure
from the accounts of their policzy as repori.dly carried out in previous
confli~ts. "hile botn "indootriunaticn" anc “war criminal™ charges had
flourished before, there wore hoih quantitstive and qualitative differ-
snces in their application to Korean isr pii-oners.
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rart ¢f tre reasc: for the PCV being thoroughly confused by
the inconsistencies betwaean thz "Lenient Poliey" and these tw~ other
elementz appeari dus to the prodabili.y that thei:r captors rcre also
confused; i.e., that an 2djustmenr wa: only graiualls baing worked out
betwesn oldar and more =acent elements of Jhinese Cummunint politico-
cilitary dectrine.

The "Leriert Policy " as frequently enunc..i.2 *y Chinsse
Communist lead:zrs, had tecome a neoccocary {irzt ce i uainese Communist
military doc*rire lorag tefore the bepinning of *ha Kcrean ./ar. Other

developognts in doctrine, and the specific characteristics aud anportuni-

ties of the Kome.n .ar itself, nowever, made fer =adifications af its
applimation, Fipgst of a'l, Lthe "aar orimira." corcept tecame & major
taal of Comzunist propaganda taroughout the Communist world during the
lster stage: Jt “orld “ar II. An indicatior of its domirnance in later
Chinese affai=s= :r th: fact taat irn the post- . orid 7ar II period, "Punish
the war crir.zals” -ag rmade the firat ¢of ‘.o Tsa-Tung's demands for
conducting resce negotiations with *ae lanking govgrnment.’ It was the
legal fistisr being uced by the Punciane [al<ndugh apparcntly not by

the Chinese) for holding hundreas of thousandis of ixis prisoners wno
were usefu. a8 {orced labore:s or tetanical specialists long after the

agre«i date for their .:patriation. Tic "war criminal” charge was a

paziicilarly useful davice to use againc’ ti: wi.l.ez dtates and 1ts
allise becaute of the Allied participatriorn .. setting "war crimes" legal
precedsnta at the close of orld Tar II. -

In Rad China, the ™.2» crimiaal uconcept had to be applied after

the Civil ’s* in accordance wish real.s:.c _~zands of consolidating the
-

Ve Mmm M. o e . ~ o ~ P 1t emmees e .
o e . biiy BT s WA T Cela L Tio L vl t L8 LU, v daupa Lo

January 14, 1949.
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nation. The stated poliecy ir this regard was: "On this qu»#.io). we

must cbserve the policy of combining suppression w.th leniency, that is,
the policy of punishing the principal culprits but not thosr forced to
bacome acenmplices, and of rowarding thoze who have later rendered
meritorious service."* In the Korean War UJAF personnel were caugnt

in "adjustments" of' the "Lenient Fol.cy" to accord with the exploitation
of "war criminal" progaganda.

The experierces of Korean ./ar rJWV alse ¢ ftervi from those of
Japanese and Chinese Civil Var prisoners becauss of another aspect of
the Communists' modes of consolidating their victory in the Civil War.
This was the extunzion of the applicatisn of "theughd reform," which

originally had relevance only to the Party and the Ked Army,to the

- population as a whole.** liany of the bewildering demands for "reforming

your thoughis’ and "adopting the correct attitude" abich POY encountered
wers merely s~ ~onlication to tbum of demands *hat the Chinese Communists
placed on everyone uader their cuntrol -- *he population of China.

For the'most rezctionary," tne pressure for "thought reform" was all

the more intensive,

The American prisoners, particularly Air Force personnel and
officers in segregated situations, encountei<d a considerably more
coerc.ve and punitive aimoaphere than that desncribed in reports of
Chinesws Zommunist treatment of their Civil War ana Japanese War prisoners.

;—ﬁgsfrse-Tung, "Report to the Third Plenary Zession of the Tth Ceniral
Committee of the Chinese Communist lariv." June 6, 19%0.

**For a discussion of the nature, deveiopmont and extension of the
"thought-reforn" or "study" . renent, sec T, C. Yu, The Sirategy and
Tactics of Chinese Communist Propaganda, i-xwell Air torce Base, Ala.:
Human Resc-.rces Ressarch Institute, in Chinese Comm-'nism,
Jerius 1I, Ho. 3}, Cn. 1I1. ,
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Othesr deviations of practice during the Koreesn War were also
marked.* Thus, prisoner-of-war campi on more or lese orthodox lines
were eventually established by the Chinese, counter to thair doctrine

* of nol interning POWs in speciul, barbed-wire ohclosures.** This may
have been due partislly to the Tau. that =c..r bote creac for Chinase
operations in Korea wore locetad in Chira and tho Chinese wished to
avoid the involvement of Chinese turritory in mzss removals of prisonera
to thoae arvas. Another reason, «nd perk.;. tt nejor one, appears to
bave been the greater reacalciirance and lower cusimilativeness of
Americans, as contrasied with Chinene cnd Japines? jrisoners who had
figure® in the invusi.ve experiance ¢ the Chinese ia prisoner handling.
During the earlicst neried ¢f Ckineaa lavelvomcut in the war; the great
.fluidity of the baitie zituciicn Hwez niad loziztlscl and security demands
which made li%ersl appiicati-n of the traditicnal 'L.nient Polioy"
ta.Amsrinuns infesaible.

At tL. enginiirs of thair invoivamrnt in the war, the Chinese
Communists at smpted 4.2°r hitksrie nual procitwie of intensive indoo-
trination, followed by “he rsluwss ct the frent of POWs., Only about 300
of the American prisorers axper.sized &n inceortrination camp olosely
approximat. ng thz model deccribod in *hi Fesexipsionn of earlier Chinese
Comm:.nist pr:ctiéas, hegp.in. This orovp -— 259C Army versonnel and
45 T..u. ¥arines — were heid ot r oamnr czil-d b ‘L3 rolisoners "Paaceful

Valley" hocausw cf i%3 enntiant wit: th-iv orvlier c-ptivity experiences
e foficwin; discu:sion i. b.s~l corn van-llish~? [ arars of ARDC Task
77315, . : .

**ppparently uneouduzta>lo ol * o uvinlr ; osiiserrs in Barbed wire
enclosures, the Chinese nceasis:nci & “ha Mmericans that the
-fencea wers thcrr e vt o o- Slanuis wlo might b~ hostile.
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and ir. apparent mocikery of tha peace slogans of the Chinese. A%
"Peaceful Valley” ducing ils 10 montl. axistences, the mortality was
less than 10 per cont, as contraated with rates of 40 per cent and
more which characterized tne other major camps in korea iuring the same
pericd. [n ¥ny 1951. 19 Americans from this camp were loaded down
with propaganda matarials 2nd raleased at the front. The practiéo of
returning prisnners !o their own lines after intens:vws indoctrination
was adandoned afier this "Peacelul Vallsy" inc .ant. Compulsory
indoetriration sessions for United Kations priscners wors eventually
abandoned altogether at other camps although such s3ssions were con-
tinued on & “vuiuntsi," btasis.

There wac no attempt at incorporation ¢f Americans into Chinese
{or North Korsan) fcrces. Alsgo, the types of collaborative activity to
#hich Americen n-isoners were put did not depend nearly =s much upon
responsibility :nd initiative of the prisore. as did those taske for
which Chine.: anl Jj.:panese prisoners hat hesn utilized.

' Althoush some prisoners were tuld at the tize of capture that
they would have the opportunity to Jecome uemhers of the "People's
Army,” thia "opportunity" was n-ver seriously suggested in an official
way, insof + as is known. Indeed, the =mzior issue whioh stalled the
conclusion of an arm:ctice for 3uch 2 long pericd was the Chinease
inszlz.erce on the principle of universza: repa‘ris’_ 22 of jrisonsrs -=

a priaciple directly counter to their pravicus prisoner dectrine (601).

Mach cf the shift of empuasis ir Chtinese “reatment and doctrinz regarding

prisoners they hell was a rearonam sn thaiv part to the prodblems pre-
sented them by thas defection of members uf *heir own forces who wera

h‘ld by the United lNations, N
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Comrunist doctrine of war has many residues of the revolutionary
era of Cozmunism. The ¢loder in lime Lo tke revolutionary cjoch, the f
greater has been the carry-over of the sacial revnlutionary thinking .
in the military policies pursued. T™iis aprears true of prisoner-of- !
war docirine »s well 23 other mattera. Ia racent engagements with
Wesvarn forces; the pritoner practices of Vielminh (447) and Malayan
(234) guerrillas anpeara to have involvad the closer* .pproximation to
a complete suterdinat.on of other requirewsats .ad o2ucepts to those
given by the reveluiionary ideology. Ch:inese (ommuniat praotices during
i the Korean 7ar ware mich mora radical than those followed by the
Rugsiana in Josld Ma 1D, tnt coasiiersdly less 'raurcal"™ than was true
of Chinese Communisi vnrissnrr-cf.wa> policy Auring the Civil Jar in
China and in the Sinu-Japaneze ar.

19. Some Pnssiblo Implications for Wilitary Training

Th> majcr ccomp.aint of Arerican prisoners captured during the .
Korean Ver . - de guumerized ag: "Tz vere not told what to expect.”
The most :rcquent type 3f recommandation thoy have siven for preparing
military pevsannel for the gvent of capturs is that soldiers be given =
some knowledge of what life in cajsivity may te like (41, 43, 343, 346).
In t .. present puper, ;ust a few ~7 the general and specific
cultural tradilions hrve been sketshed which miy coniriduts to shaping
the »r- -cepture images cf how the man whe decome« - 2aptive will ta
treaied and of how he should aci. The disciesion here ray give some
. irdieation 2f tlic rany 2lementc of tne conlosat of prisoner roles that
can stem from these varied hictorical snd o:liural sources and of the

incongruence o7 many of these olemants.
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The pusszibilitios fer organized action of prisoners and caplor
Jersonnel ars cnly broadly defined and circumacrital by these cultural
sources, a3 rich and compiex as they muy be. Further elatosation
of thesa rclies takes placs through -he :nteraction of the participants
in the situation itsal?.,

The many cultural arnd situational sources of role dafinitions
of the captive subject him inevitably to various form.bcf what might
be termed "role pathology,” irncluding ambiguity ar . ecrflict in kis
ovn definitions of Lis rols and in the interrelations of Fis own con-
ceptions with those of fellow prisoners and the captor. Theas r~e
difficulties conatirate a source of sireas for thy captive which ie
fraquently commernsurats with the stresses of his privational environment.
The frequercy with which former prisornsrs rate "not knowing what to
expect” as a wsjor difficulty they experienced in coping with captivity
is interpreted =z raflecting such role stressesa.

Trainisn. 1n "wi:at to expact"” that fr.wcr prisoners recommend
ceculd only begin =0 skaetch tae myriad of role possibiiities and con-
tingercies set ty the zany relevant aspacts of the cultures of captives
and captors. Cuch training, howevs., can probably broaden greatly
the range of :3331%ilities for actiorn of tuusc who may become prisoners
by incr2:asing the ways .o wvhich they can conrceive of themeelves in their
situsiica., 3Pre-Xorsan “ar documents on Chiiese JuZuunist prisonar-of-
war practices indicates, furtherrors, that tasas efisted for predictiag
these asgects »f thcir treatmoat of PJ7s tha~ lerarted ~:sst frem
prevalent preconceptions. aad tv°s rnowleud¢é= been incorporated in

training, 1t wmld have 2lizirated zuch of i, “shock of the unevpected”
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for thosa who were teken prizarer.

For military training, for the event of capiure, the relation-

suip of military roles to otuer role demants confronting the war

prisoner requires consideration. Action by prisoners oﬁ war in

accordance with ultimate norms of patriotic, heroic loyélty may

involve role conceptions not congruent with conQentionaf military ones,
Given the infeasibility of detailed predic'io# and specifica~

tion of viable roles for the individuasl in the e+ .nt cfjcapture in

some future conflict, it ic kelisved that effective genQral training

and indoctrination Jor such an event would be difficult to dsvise.

Such training ani :indecirination as is given shoutAd recésnize the
need that will gererally te experienced for acting and improvising
in situations of high smbiguity and conflict. E

His-orivally, the fates of prisoners have depénded to a signi-
ficant extent 2. *“eir individual and group efforts to éope with priva-
ti~mn and resist exploitation, Their fates have in far éreater measure
been dependernt upon the constraint of ceptor tendenoicsitoward rational-
istie exploitation and non-ratidnal melevolence by cultéral doctrines

!
regarding the status of the prisorner. Training and indoctrination

to be real..tic must be cognizant of the zittentuation of these constraints
|

in recent years. The purils of captivity will ve incregsed, however,
if tneze measures contribute toward furiher aticnluation of the iradi-
tional, legal and humanitariar doctrines tnat are accepted as the
"normzl" bacas for defining the role of tiw aaﬁtive. In, particular,

it would apnear important to rr-icet the f.inciple that‘manipulative

political o-cloitation of prisoners, as we’  an their neglect and
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mistraatmeni, is unp-incipled. Perzona sudject tc captur~ 3h~:ld be
prepared to expect each of theae kints of treatmen?!, alone or in
combination. "Expectead” in the prodictive sense should not %o allowed
to become confused with "expecied" 'n the norsative sense, niowever.
Outrage should continiue to be definod as the appropriate reaction

to illegal expioitation, neglect or mistreatment.
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