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This report is the tenth of a seriez of monthly status reports of Project
Blue Book covering the months of Decembsr 1952, January 1953, and Fsbruary 1953.

Any additiornal information may be obtained on any incident by direoting
requests to Commanding General, Air Technical Intelligence Center, ATTN:
ATIAR-S, Wright~Patterson Air Forcs Base, Ohio.
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STATJS OF FROJECT BLUE BOCK

I. OVIRALL STATUS

There has been & noticeable dacrease in the number of unidentified aerial
obhject reports submitied to this Project in the period covered by this Status
Report (December 1952, January and February 1953) vhen compared with the number
submitted in the period covered by Status Report No. 9 (June, July, August,
Saptember, October and Novembsr 1952). Presently from two to three reports are
rcceived daily as compared to eight reports received dally during the period
covered by the previous repori.

Becausc of a marked decrease in newspaper publicity, fewer reports have been
received from civilians with the result that military sightings now &ccount for
at least 60 percent of all unidentified object reports. In spite of the dropping
of the subject by the national press, it is significant to note that a steady influx
of three reports daily come in to Projeci Blue Bguk from persons who sincerely be-
lieve they sow an unusual phenomenon in the sky and this is one of {he main reasons
why the Air Force is still continuing and taking an interest in the Project.

Three incidents wvhich occurred in January serve to iilusirate the direct ufect
of publicity on the number and quality of FLYOBRPTS received by the Project. During
the period 21 January to 27 vanuary, a sighting from Northern Japan near Russian-
held territory, a television program involving "flying saucers", and a sighting of
an tnidentified aerizl object by a jet pilot on the West Coast all received con-
siderable newspaper publicity which resulted in a noticeable increase in reports
8t the Air Technical Intelligence Center. This is illustrated by the graph in
Section X of this Status Report.

Prior to the incidents menticned above, the quelity of flying object reports
continued t. improve in quality and completeness even to the extent that base in-
telligence personnel were analyzing reports at the locale cf sighting, something
whi:h Project Blue Book encourages. There was a noticeakle increess in the percentage
of radar sightings made during this time. However, nany reports submitted as a result
of the flurry of late January sightings were so incomplete that many of them had to
be categorized as "insufficient data®. The probable reason for this is that the base
intelligence officer responsible for preparing an unidentified aerial object report
has lost interest in the subject due to the heavy load of low grade reports which he
had to submit last summer.

During Decenber, January, and February, Projecti Blue Book personnel spent a
good portion of their time briefing such interested agenciez as the Air Tefense
Command, the L&02nd Air Intelligence Service Squadron, and the Sandia Corporation
with the dual parpose of (1) general education about Project Blue Book, and {2)
bettering the quality of flying object reports themselves in addition to improving
channels for obtaining supporting information necessary for analysis of a FLYOBRFPT.

All reports rcreived were screened and evaluated as soon as possible after

being reccived. A purcentage breakdown as to Lhe eviluations is given below, along
with a furtrer brealdown of sources:
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100 Total Reports for December 1952, January 1953, and February 1953

Unknowns ; 17.00%
Insufficient Data 26.,00%
" Mreraft 13.00%¢ »
Astronomical 20.00% i
Other 7.00% ‘
100,00% 3

15% of the total involved radar detection.

Sourcest

\ | Mildtery 62%

Civilian 38%
II. SIOHTINGS OVER NORTHERN JAPAK

In the last month there has been a definite incresase in the mumber of reports
received from FEAF by ATIC. They have been accompanied by some publicity in the
national prass. Included in the reports have been a certain numhar of gbservations
Irom Northern Japan near Russian-held territory and for this reason they have been
given & good deal of attention by Project Blue Book.

The two mos% publicized sightings occurred on 30 December 1952 end 9 February
1953; the first was seen by a Colonel in an F-84 over Hokkaido Island, the seccnd ’
by a pilot and a radar observer in an F=94 aircraft also over Northern Japan. Re-
porte of both gcightings have been received and checkei by ATIC. The F-8Y4 sighting
was analysed us a probable star since it seemed to remain on the same agimuth
(270°) and elevation throughout the period of sighting. The F-S4 report involves
a radar contact by the radar observer with a simultaneous visual sighting of the
object and cannot be explained at the present time.

Since July 1952, 16 reports of unidentified flying objects teing esighted over
Japan have been received from FEAF. Undoubtedly, there were numercus other cbser-
vations reported to FEAF intelligence perscnnel which were evaluated and eliminated
as known phenomonia < the spot. Seventy-~five percent of these sightings have been
axplained to the satisfaction of Project Blue Bock, Of the total number of sight-
ings from Japan, 18.75 percent involved some type of radar equipment. )

III. CORRELATION OF RADATION COUNTS

A

In the summer oi 1952 it was reported to Project Blue Book that in the past
several years there have been some instances where there existed £ supposed corre-
lation between the visual sighting of unidentifier object and a repid rise in
radiation count on radiation detecting devices in areas close to the Mt. Palomar b
Observatory, California, and lateor at Los Alamos, llew Mexico. In early fall of
1952 Project Blue Bool began to make inquiries aboul Lhese occurrences. It was
found that in October 1942 such an incident had occurred at the Mt. Palomar 2
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Observatory .and that the Navy had investigated. It was alsoc learned that severcl
times during 1950, 1951, and 1952 that same occurrence had taken place at t.ho Los
Alanos Scientific Laboratory in los Alamos, New Mexico.

A trip was made to los Alamos and the personnel who had made a ltudy ‘of tre
pon&blo ‘correlation were contected. They very giaciously made their file: aveild-
abls to ATIC peraonnsl and a thorough check of their radiation recorder records
was made. Dates of all the sudden flurries of radiation were checked againat
Project Plue Buok files of sightings; they were checked with the lccal news)apars
in the Albuquerque arsa in an attempt to pick up any sightings that ATIC did¢ mot
have on file; and they wers checked against pick-ups of unknown targets on radar
4n the Albuguerque area. In no instance could any direct correlation be found.
1t is possibie that something was observed and not reported or at least no racord
of the sighting wes kept. However, there is no way to check back on this.

To farther inguire into the matter, the Nary rsport of Octover 2949 was
obtained. It stated that on two occasions at Mt. Falomar at the same time th)
radistion detection devices picked up some unknown flurry of radiation peraon:el
from the obgervatory observed something in the air. In one instance the objest
sppesred similar to a bird and in another instance very similar to a formatica

“of airereft. The Navy made & vary detailed check into the equipment and weni uo

far as to fly aircraft over the area to determine whether or mot radar or othe:

elscironic equipment in the aircraft could havs caused the sudden burst of radia-

tions These tests wére mades with negative results. It was finally determinel
that there was a very good possidility that tae sighting and ths detection of
radiation was merely a coincidence, that the objecte were potaibly birds or
eircraft, and that the sudden burst of radiation was due to a malfunction of
equipment or interference that is not complstely understood &t the present time.

The results of the investigation were reviewed by severzl highly qualified
scientists and it was their opinion that there was nothing nighly significant
in the supposed correlation.

IV. CORTRACTCR STATUS

Project Blue Book hag a contract with a civilian research organization which
serves the project with an IBM analysis of unidentifisd ceriel otject repoi:ts anc
technical analysis of any specific problem submitted. As was pointed out :n the
last status report (Status Report No. 9) coding and evaluation by the contiactor
of 1952 sighting reports is continmuing and all reports for this year should be
completely processed and ready for ths IBM system by 15 Merch 1953. All s:.ghtings
from 1947 to 195). were submitted %o a preliminary IBM analysis on 26 Janue:y 1953,
This work is centinuing and results of the analysis will be forwarded informally
tc Project Biue Book as soon as they are available.

voan SalVR5aY svajuation cqnference bstyeen ¢ Blyp Begk team and a coptracter

evaluation in yreparation for sutmiseion to the IEM analyais.

A rock sample was sent to Project Siue Book Ly a retired Lt Commander in
the Navy in connection with a sighting he hai made on 12 September 1952. The
ex-officer, who was alsc a Naval fliexr, was convinced that the rock, which has
an unusual shape, was directly associated with the flying ocbject he okserved.
Blue Book asked for a contractor analysis and after close study the contractor
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.ccni'irnod the opinion of Blue Book that the rock merely represented a piece of
common.slag from an open hearth furnacs.

'\ V. BRIEFINGS GIVEN

A. Sandia Corporation, Albuquerque, New Mexico

i i Cn 6 January 1952 at 1330 hours MST, Project Blue Bock personnel pre-

| sented a briefing to 200 scientists and engineers of the Sandia Corporation.

The briefing consisted of e short history of the project, detuils of proesent
operations and recent sightings. Including the question and answer period, the
briefing lasted 2 1/2 hours. The briefing was requessted by the Sandia Corporation
an & matter of general interest to its scientific personnel.

Bo 34th Air Defense Command Division, Albuquerque, New Mexioco

On 6 January 1953, the Project Blue Book briefing team met with Head- .
quarters personnel and intelligence persomnel of the 34th Air Defonse Command
Division, Kirtland AFB, for the purpose of briefing these personnel on Project
| Blue Book and also to moet scientific personnel of the lo= Alamos Scientifis
| Laboratory. 1In addition to outlining a geueral piciure of the function of Blue
Book, the specific items of (1) an instrumented area for racording unidentified
flying objects was discussed with the 34th, and (2) radiation correlation with -
unknowm sightings was discussed with the Los Alamos scientists.

:

C. A.D.C. Officer's Calli, Ent AFB, Colorado Springs, Colorado

. An Adxr Defense Ccminand Officer's Call was briefed on 2L January 1953.
Tha briefing conaisted of e presentation of Project Blue Book's background and
wes slanted toward gaining the assistance of Air Defense Command organisations
in the analysis of a FLYOBRPT. .

D. OZficer's Intelligence Class, Lowry AFB, Denver, Colcrado

On 13 February 1953 a briefing was given to a representative officer's

| class of the Air Intelligence School at Lowry. Many officers graduating from
this beasic school will undoubtedly submit a FLYOBRPT to ATIC and such a briefing
was considered highly desirable in an attempt to raise the standard of reporting.

. Bs Air Inteliigemncs School Instructor's Sriefing; Lowry.AFB, Danver, Colorado

y Since it 1s not feasible to brief the many classes of Air Intelligence
] Officers at Lowry on the requirements of Blue Book, the beat compromise plan was
t to brief the instrucior personnel of the schocl so that they may pass the informa-
tion along to their classes. This briefing was given on 16 February 1953.

| F. The L4602nd Air Intelligence Service Squadron, Peterson AFB, Colorado
Springs, Colorado. On 13 February 1953, AISS was briefed and the feasibility
of Project Blue Book's utilizing their field uniis was discussed. This organi-

gzation has the resporsibility, in the case of combat, of supporting the intelli-
gence mission of the Air Defense Command by overt collection, limited field
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analyais and rapid reporting of air combat intelligence within the ares of
ADC's x'uponﬂ.bglity. Duongo the combat-ready nature of the 46C2nd's mission,
it is concernad mainly at the present time with training its persomnel. For
this reason ATIC hopes that the organisation will be able to assist Projact
Bmk in the repid reporting and evaluation of identified aerial object

b o . g

Haadquarters of the L602nd is at Peterson Field, Colorado Springs, Colorado,
and has three detachments at San Francisco, Kansas City, and Newourg, New York,
which in turn have control of 1 flighte spread through the Z.1.  The flights
are the field agencies which would do the actual collection of enemy equipment
snd pursormel ip ths event that enemy aircraft fell in the United States. Pro-
Joct Plve Book has initiated prelininary plans with AISS to utilise persormel in
theee flights tv investigate and analyse reports of unidentified aerial objests
and it is hoped that final ¢cordination on the plan and its implementation will
ceme ahout in the near future. This would give Project Blue Book rapid firste
hand information from trained intelligence officers.

ViI. VIDEON CAMERA STATUS

81100 the period of the last status report, tests have been made on the
camara and 41t has besn found that the diffraction grid has disintegrated on a
majority of them. The grids ere slowly losing their light separating ability
due to what ia apparently soms type of chemical deccaporition. The Projecti's
soimtific oontrestor 4is attempting to analyse the difficulty and will advise
AFIC of its findinge.

Coordination has been received from the Air Defense Command anc the Airwvays
and Adr Cosmunications Services (ALCS) to place the grid cameras in control tcwers
and selascted radar sites. This cannot be realised, of courze, until the cameras
are made operational.

YIII. CONTRACT ASTRONOMER

Blue Book has a working agremmaont with ite contract astronomer whereby he

mim all sightings for possibls meteor or astronomicel explanations on & woekly
1818 .

IX. REVIEW OF 1952 SIOKTINGS

For the yesrs 1947 to 1952 Frojsct Blue Book has received through military
charnels and analyzed over 2,500 reports. In addition, the project has received
tundreds of letters from civilians. In general, the data cortained in these
lettexrs are too nebulous to evaluats., Since ) January 1952, Blue Bcok has
anklyzed over 1,000 reports received through military chanmnels and these have

been broken doun into the following categoriea by percuntages of the total reports:

Balloons 18.51%
Known - 1.57
Probable - L.99
Poasible - 11.95

T53-3695
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Adreraft : 11.76%
Known « 0,98
Probable = 3.04
Poseible - 7.7h

Astronomical 1,208
Known - 2.55 ‘
Probable = L.01 : . oy, ) .
Possible - 2.64 L ;

L

other sy ba20%

% e~ o C 1.67%

e Rldlr (vhere explanation is not obviaul) 6.84%

Imufﬁciont Data '60 Evaluate 22.72%
m | 20010’ ’

htoﬂnarukdomoftypuoflmouuld.ngthonport, ¢the Tellowing
figures roprum perom’ugu rocoivod from arbitrarily utogoriud groupsi

. civinanl (General = no npcciol qualifications that would
ol éstabiish them as better than average observers) h7.08%

| USA? Pilots and Airerev Members (vhile flying) Sasiat v R :
Adrline Pilots {widle flying) ' 2.00%

Civilian Pilots (non-airlins wYile flying) L.ikg .
" Tower Operators (civilian and military) 0.867
©Dadloos Ovservers 1.00%
Civilian Scientists, Engineers, etc. . 3.29%
Militsry Persommel (_sneral) , 18.03%
Radar Returns ' 12.56%

Thus far the relatively limited statistical approach to unidentified objects
has proceeded along only the most general trends. For example, the month of July
1552 waz high with th sightings. A~ather general trend wxists in the geographi-
cal locaticn of sightings since they concentrate eround Washington,D. C.3 San ‘
Antonic, Texas; Albuquerque, New Mexico; and San Francisco, California. Another
intereating duvelopment shown by the statistical survey is that a comparatively
high percentage of sightinga ccour during the twilight hicurs. The simplest ex-
Flanation is that meny people are out-of-docrs at that time and the raye of the
setting sun penetrating the upper atmosphere will reflect brightly from any ro- ~
flective surface. The IBM analysis by the ccntractor should afford any sigaificant
trends involving shapes, sizes, estimations of velocity and altitude, course head-

ings or characteristic mancuvers of unidentified f1ying objecte., X

133-3695
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Prequoncy of FLYOBRPTS for the period of December 1952 to Petruary 1953
u.:_xd cerrelation with nationally publiocised incidents fonw.‘
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An i1udividual acoount of the mejority of unidentified asrial objoct {
reports submitted to Project Riue Book during the months of December 1952,

. Ja.mury and Fetruary 1953, follows.
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Mitohedl  Adr force Base; New York 1 December 1952
‘I, Desoription of Incident

Between 0430 and 0300 EST a mumber of obssrvers from varying looutiom around

. the New York City szea noticed a ningle, round objeot with colors ranging between

whito, white~orange end amber, All observations placed the unknown in the 'NW i
approximately 15° above the horizon on a 300° azimutk heading with a slow drif% to,
the south finally sinking out of sight. All observations were unaided visual
sightings or with btdnosculars. Although rader was tried, there was no slectronic
return from the objeot.

Obaervers were experienced CAA rated Alrways Operations Specislists and Oon=

A. trol Tower Operators. Observations of the reported objeot were as followst

. location : Asimuth + Elevaticn Tines
, @ Teeterboro Tower 275° ‘ 0® olls7
be Westchester Tower 280° - 18° oliS
' g80° oo oli56
0e¢ Newark Towor : 3150 g° oyss
' 2000 ke ol30
d. la Ousrdia Tower £290° Le
" : 310° go gtz; ¢
o Idlewild Tower ar0° 15
225° o® 5
- £+ Mitchel AFB Tower 285° é°
305¢° 0° i ol59

An Eastern Airlines Flight inbound to La Ouardia was queried as to a strangs
1ight appearing in the west. The pilot sighted the object after several minutes
of svamiing and reported "a cluster of lights" closs to the western horison,

The weatror at the time of observation was CAVU and extremely cloar for the
New York City vicinity with the winds NI at 16 knots average.

II, Discussion of Inoic Inoidont

Intelligence personnel at Mitchsl AFB determined that the planet Jupiter,
on 1 December, has an spproximate azimuth of 300°, .a =2 magnitude (extremely
bright), und disappears below the hcorizon at aporoximately the same time the ob-~

"ject was last observed. Undoubtedly, the unknown object is thus explained., The

white to amber color range can be explained by the presence of light refracting
through atmospheric dust, This report is one of the most complete in ATIC files
and the reaocurcefulness and common scnse of the Miichel Intelligence officers

12 .40 be commended. Complete personal statemente and azimuth and slevation head-
ings wore obtained from é points of independent observation. If the object had
not turncd out to be Jupitor, triangulation from t.hnso data would have been

poasible,
11 i 153-3695
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The sighting is very similer to ons at Presque Isle AFB, Maine; on 10 Oct
52, which also was determined to be Jupiters A :

1

1. goclusten | i )
" The planet Jupiter. & i
" A
2
:
|
|
|
“,I
g
4 0A1 |
: : |
: oy
R
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Oolorado Springs, Coloradd " I3 December 1952

'.t, -Descripbion of Tnoident

An Alr Yorce lirgcmt and & olvilian sighted a round slusdtum colored object
flying east to west, It appeared to be changing shape as it proceeded cut of

* -oight to the west. The approximate time of sighting was 1100-1200 .MST, for 1

xinite of duration. The two men state that the cbject was going slightly faster
than a conventional jet aireraft, but did have a perceptidble aluminum hme, HNo
sourd was heard as a large machine was operating at olose range. W¥hile the ob-
3;06 wan overhead, several right angle turns were made without apparent slowing -
of speed, F . :
II, Pisoussion of Incident

Alroraft in the area included B-29's anfl B=-50's as well as & Camp Carson Ob-.
servation planee The B-297s and B-50's are ruled out ap a possibility since they

‘were on a south heading 7 minutes after the sighting took place,

The obeervation plane, however, was in the sree at the axaat time of dbeer~
vation and on a westerly heading., The changing shape, which happened culy onse,
oould have been the bright mid-dsy sun reflecting from this airoreft. The
weathor conditions were CAVY.

IIT. Gonolusions
Ps6eibly airoraft,

13 T53-3695
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Congaree Air Force Base, South Carolina : L4 December 1952

I, Dwecription of Inoidents

. -Ons unidentified objaot was sighted by rad.n' et coagn-oo AFB at 03L2 'iST
by an AN/MDS-5 radar oet. The sighting was striotly electronic, not visual,
The. objeot was sighted 100 miles NE of the radar site, traveling at an esti-
mated speed of 5,000 mph with contaot lasting 5 mimites, The weather at tlie
timg oonautad of low stratus clouds, no prooipd.tauon. and winds KE at 5 mph.

¥ m ohnrnu wereo airmen graduatss of radar opontor'u school with be-
tween owo to five years cxperience and considered excellent and relisbdble

II, .Disoussion of Incidents

Several past radar sightings of this type have been rcosived by ATIC and
svaluated as probable interference from another radar station, This incident
may fall into this category eventually in that the excessive speeds of 6,000
wb plus the object's tengency to the radar beax's sweep indiocate that inter-
forence mey have been present., However, not ercugh information has yel been

‘gathered on looal westher, temperature and moisture v.s. altitude, so thie

incident will be carried as unkmown until such information arrives,

II1. Gonolusions
Uninown

T53-3695 ,
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Lackland Alr Foroe Base, Texas " 5 December 1952

I. Desoription of Incident

- While orbiving over Lackiand AFB a T-£6 type siroraft sighted an umisusl
blue light of about half the intensity of the normal glow esitted by a T-33
position light, The time  of eigh was approximately 2048 OST under clear
weather conditiors with the wind at 6,000 fost from 15 degroes at 25 knots.
The object's mansuvers consisted of a counter-clookwise orbit over the air
¥qye, an apparent pase on the T=28 and finslly an irregular rapid ascent and
disappearance to: the south. The pilot of the obssrving airoraft attempbed an

Anterception but overshote 7he object was not sighted after 2056 CST.

I. Pisoussion of Incident .~ :

Student £lying in jet typs airoraft was in progress at the ¥ime of sighting.

The observing pilot saw these airoraft and conld not have confused them with
the unidentified object. A scheduled belloon lavnch from Laockland AFB was sst
for Sely 2100 0ST, very close to the time of sighiing, In addition,

-

g . g e R S+ P 8. % Al . e | o o

‘._ e s o St
.

the ortiting ¢limb of the object as well as ite general ‘outherly Leading (whioh
ti98 in with the winds aloft) indicate that the unimown vas bably a balloon.

Project Rlue Dook has had many reports in the past of mmloom apparently

intercepting investigating alrcrafts:

IIT. Gomclusion
Provably & ballocn.

e e e e R WS ¢ AW PEAME s -
e . R -
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Bitturg, Germany ; 6 December 1953 !
‘ A : 4 )
I. Desoription of Inocident

The co~pilot of & London-to~Frankfurt commercial. flight sighted e fast
‘movipng object for a L4 to 5 second poriod. The unkno:m phenomenon crossed hie
flight path in frent of him at a 90° angle and abruptly disappeared in s down- ; 1
ward direcotion, Lizo of szighting was 1800. The object was bright at ite core

with & faint tail,

!
l
II. Diecussion of Incident ' ] ' t3
This is a rather ircuploto reporte A check was made with the Frankfurt
flight service center which revealed that no airoraft were in the vieinity.

Theso factors erter into the evaluation of this report: 1) The object arched !
downward and had a tail, 2) It was seen for L to 5 seconds, These points are

III. Conolusion
' Probﬂh:l.yd-otm.

it
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Argoon, Alaska 6 Daseamber 107 )

. Dessrirtion of Tisident

An Alr National (uxrd silot sighted en object consietd g of two shiny globe,
connected by a aolld rid proseeding in & southerly directien, Time of sighting
wvas 19153 and lasted 3 mincbes. The object assumed a flaticned shape ab times,
mt the obeerving pilol: was una®’ = %o distingudsh any ligate, vapor Ureils or
axhaust smoke although ho chased the cbieot until it eppirsntly ascelerated and
disappeared in the zun. The pilot estimated sise comparratlis %o & (rwawan (0086
alroraft, Weather at the time of sighting was clears

II. Diroussion of Inciden}

. This report is very sketchy md vague and ther; ie st eulflicisnt informtion
to oeme up with a oonclunion. The description of 1hi obdlest iv gulte similar to
repurts of koown upper sir research ballocns and “ho fast that it appesared to gain
altitude would lend oredence to this explanation. licwever, among-other items, no
wiad direciion is known tiereby eliminating a tie-ap betweeu the objeatfs path

axd epper air wind curren:e,.

IIX, Coirdlusion
' Insufficient date tv aveluate.
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SECRET

Kndison, Wisconsin ‘9 December 1952

ik Degorirztion of Incident

Frar bright lights in diamond formation were ‘sighted at 1745 by a captain
ani & lleutenant flying in.a T-33 airoraft located south of Madison, Wisconsin,
The pilois followed until they overtook the objeots and contimed following
tham until low on fuel at which point they returned to their base. At no time
was & silhouette visidle, even ~gainst the lights of Milwaukee, Visibility wae
alwost unlimited with a broken cloud deck at 25,000 feet, The observing alrcraft
pas at an altitude of &,000 feet.

II. Discussion of Incident

Local radar was contacted to determine if they picked up the unidentified
objects with negative results. The objects were traveling at a very high speed;
weoessive for weather belloonys., The only possible explanation would center
around airoraft in the area, To fit tho apood of the object the alrsraft would

probably have to 0e in the jet category. There is no record of local or transiemt
um—m in the area, Rrthermore, local radar was cnrwying ‘the T=33 on its scopo
but had no return from the unidentified ob;loet. If the unknown was an airoraft
it would have been evident on the soope.

niI. Om;\uion

s
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SECRET

Odessa, Washington 10 December 1952

I. Description of Incident

Two pilote, in an F-04 made visual and radar contact with a large, round
white cbject larger than any known type of airoraft. A dim reddish-white
light oame from the object as it hovered, reversed direction almost instan-
tanecusly and then dissppearod. The objest appsared to be lsvel with the
inderocoting P9l at 26,000 to 27,000 feot. Alrborne radar and visual contast
wore simultaneous and lasted for 15 mimutes. -9 attempted to contact local
GOA but without success. Weather was nlear above 3,000 feet, Time of sight-
ing was 1515 PST.

II. Discussion of Inoident

. Two additicnal P-4 were in the general area but at lower altitudes and
thus are eliminated as poesidle cause for the sighting. The desoription of

"large, round and white end extremely large” is significants Uppsr air research

balloons are tear-shaped and made of transluoent polyethylens and at oruising
altitude expand 30 as much as 90 feet in length. The equipment hanging below
the balloon is capable of making a return to airborne radar. Although ATIC has
received no record of upper air research balloon tracks for this date the des-
eription of the object allows a preliminary evaluation of *poseible balloon®,

TIl. Copolusion
Possible balloon,

19 153-3695
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Pope Air Force Base, South Carolina 10 December 1952 :
; ' |
. . g |
I, Desorintion of Inoident o
From 1420 to 22]5 8 a ground radar station picked up an urddentified ob- '

Jeot on ite soope. It appeared as a stationary object with a slight alroular .

motion which.did not cancel out when the moving target indicator was employed.
The sighting showed that its sltitude was 8,000 feet at 8 1/2 miles from the
station. Weather conditions wsre fair with alto cumulous clouds, no texperature
inversions present in the area, Eight transient aircraft fiew through the eres
during the radar observation and an F-51 was directed to investigate. The pilot
saw ﬁthﬂ.ng unusuale The radar operators involved have had several years
axperience. . ' .

II.. Disgussion of Incident

.n . Photographs werc taken of the PPI scope btut have not been received by ATIC,

There is & possibility that local cloud formationa may have caused a spurious

radar return, Other thar thia there sppears to be no plausible explanation for

the incidant, ! ' ,

'_III. Conclusion .

Possibly weather phomqo:;l.

T53-3695 20
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SECRET

1os Alamce, New Mexico 12 Decemdber 1952

I, Méigtd.oﬁ of Incident.
At npp:o:d.uto!q" 1915 MST an Atomic Energy Commisaion sscurity employee
sighted an unusual phenomenon consisting of an object which appeared %o him

as a white tennis bell leaving a trail of sparks. The object was in sight
nppro:d,ntoly 3 seconds, disappearing sudderly.

II. Digouseion of Incident

The 'dmripﬁ.on above closely ressables many others subtmitted to ATIC
whish have been ~—alvated as sstronomical phenomena. The short time in sight
and the “sparks™ w.e significent.

-+ 1T} Oonalusion

., Probably meteor..
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SECRET

McOuire. Alr Forceo Bass, New Jersey - .17 December 1952

I. Description of Inecident

‘Two cbservations wers made of an unidentified light at 0025 and 0030 EST
by two airmen of this base. At first, the object appearsd diresctly overhead,
where it 1esained fer 1 mimute ther reappeared 5 mimites later for 4O to 50
pesondn. Obaervation was visual without the aid of binoonlars or slectronlc
squipmont, The position of the objeot at the time of the second sighting
seemed lowir, heading to the cast.' The light appeared noticsably larger,
3T, Discvpsion of Incident _

' Tre 1dght was cold and clear with high winds, It is probahle that an
oraft in the MoQuire traffic pattern could have causod the sighting,. .
III. Ocuclusion

Pto'nb.'l.'o alroraft,

T53-3665 22
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london, England ' 12 December 1952

- I. Desoription of Innident

An cbeerver in London observed & watermelon~shaped object of white light
estimated to be as high as 1,000 feet then disappeering behind some buildings.
Objeot wes slow moving snd was sighted at 0300 for 2 mimtes.

II. Discussion of Incidsnt
This report ie very brief. Nothing is known about the reliability of the

‘observer, local air trafi’ic, beacons on water towers, etc, Therefore, mno real

evaluation can be attempied although the desoription scunds like the landing
14ght on an inomming plane. : '

IIX. Jonolusion
" Insuffioient information.

23 T53-3695
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Southern Japan 1)} December 1952 -

. Description of Incident

From 03552 to O410Z an objecst was observed from an AFB in Southern Japan.
Object appeared very slsmdlar to an evening star; was first yellow in color, but
then intermittently turned orange. It was located low on the horizon at a 200° .
azsimuth from the point of observation and appeared 1o be sinking slowly to the
south. However, when it finally disappeared below the horiscn, it again cssumed
the 200° bearing.

Weather in the locality was excellent. Radar attempted to pick the object
up, but with no success.

II. Discussion of Incident

Several factors in this sigh*ing are significant. Primarily, the odject was
described by the observers themselves as "starlike™. Secondly, the initial obser-
" vaticn as well as the final observation placed the unknown at a 200° asimuth. This
indicates that the object probably was a atar setting in a straight downward 1line
in the SW. The changing coler is & well~-known phenomena caused by seeing at great
distances.

III. Conclusion
Probably astronomical.

Te3-3405 2L
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SECRET

Hurstville, South Carolina 1€ December 1952

I. Description of Incident

At 0915 EST an RF-80 over this location visually sighted a circular silver
object about the size of a half-dollar. Object was seen for a period of 10 to
1Y seconds and apparently was oscillating, losing and geining altitude alter-
nately. The pilot was on a 270° heading at 15,000 ft. and saw the unknown at
& relative bearing of 330° at approximately 30,000 ft. The weather was clear
with CAVU conditions. . '

IXI. Discussion of Incident

. Since this sighting occurred 10 minutes before a similar one at QOreenstoro,
North Carolina, the pussibility of the two pilots actually seeing the same object
has been iacked into. The following conclusions have been drawns The objects
could not have been a single weather bulloon launched at Huratville, South
Carolina, because the prevailing winde for the general area were from 360° at

75 knota, or blowing directly against a free floating object and carrying it

south of the original observation peint, nor nurth. Secondly, the cbjects coula
not have been a single jet aircraft traveling from Hurstville north to Greensboro.
‘The distance is 115 miles between sightings and the sightings were 10 minutes apart
thereby necessitating a ground speed of 690 mph. With a general wind from the north
blowing at 75 knots at 25,000 ft. it seems unlikely that a jet couid hit this speed.
Furthermore the description of the unknown as "round and silver" from experienced
fighter pilots indicates that the objects probably were not jets. Although there
was much local ai* %4raffic in both sightings, aircraft has been eliminated as a
possibility for the above reason. '

Both sightings occurred within an hour of a scheduled rawinsonde weatlhier
balloon release at Oreensbore, North Carolina, and an unscheduled release around
the Hurstville area. Taking the descriptions given of both objects, which are,
incidentally, very characteristic of balloon observations receivec by ATIC, the
conclusion reached 1s that the oblect seen at Hurstville was possibly a balloon.
At Greensboro probably a balloon.

{II. Conclusion

0

Possibly a balloon.

153-3695
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SECRET

_ Greensboro, Horth Carolina 15 Dacembexr 1952

I, Decoription of Incident

An RP-30 in flight over Greensboro sighted a spharical object with 2 tright

silvar color at about 0925 IST on 15 December 1952. It moved from a 12 o'clock
high position to 6 o'clo¢k high when the pilot lost contaqt with tha unknown.
Pilot wvas on a north heading av 25,000 feet traveling at 300 mph.

II. Discussion of Incident
Two aireraft from Shew AFE ware in the area at the time of sighting as was
& belloon released from the weather station at Grednsboro. The pilot probably
couid have recognised the aircraft but a silver, round, weather balloon might
not be 20 easily recognised due to its small sise. It appears that the latter
explains the cause for this sighting. :
III. ‘Conclusion

Probably a balloon.

T53-3695
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Goose AFB, Labrador 15 December 1952

I. Description of .[ncident.

Visuval contact ‘me made by two aircraft, a T-33 end an F-9), of an uniden-
tified aerial object after being vectored to the target by GCA. The object had
no definite shape, was bright red and white and was seen from 23152 to 234,0Z.
AMrborne visusl contact was established as soon as the F-9 entered the intercapt
area. No engine or jet exhsust was visibie. The F-% chased the object an an
indicated airspeed of 375 kmets but could not cvertake it.

Weather was clear with visibility of 30 miles, winds at 14,000 ft. (altitude
of the cbserving aircraft) was from 270° at 25 knots. The F-S, was cn a heading
of 270° while on its interoept run.

I, Discussion of Incident

Two C=54's from Goose AFB were in the area at th. approximate time of sight-
ing. One of these aircraft was observed by the F-9l, the other was not. However,
the unidentified object could not be the uncbserved C-54 due to the speed factor.
The 7=9k, at 375 knots, could have overtaken & C-Sh. There may have been a balloon

ch at 21002 fiom Goose Air Weather Service but here again there is a conflict
becsuse the objrot was sighted at 23152, two hours after launch. An astronomical
explenation does not ring trus since it is improbable that stars and meteors can
be recorded by ground radar or sirborne radar. Therefore, a plausible explanation
for this sighting seems to be impossible.

IH. Conclusion
Unknown.

T53-3695
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l Nswcastle, Indiana 17 December 1952
{ . .

)

f. Description of Incident

. From 2120 to 2122 CST a visual sighting was made from the ground by members
: of the Cround Observer's Corps on duty at Newcastle. They sighted a round and
{ f£lat object of orange coler disappearing normally into the distance from east
[ to west.

II. Discussion of Inocident

[}

This report is too incomplete for even preliminary interprretation.
/ III. Conclusion

|

Ingutnoiont information.
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SECRET

Nursarssuah AFB, Oreenland 18 December 1972

I. Dsscription of Incident

An unidentified aerial cbject was sighted to the northwest of this sir
base by an Air Force Staff Sergeant and a civilian. The unknown object appsar-
od to olimb vertically and then lovel off. It gave off a black emoke at the
beginning of its ascent. '

1I. Discussion of Incident

- There was an 1~20, a C-SL, an A-16, &nd an 8B-17 in the area. The air base
making the report later notified ATIC that the object had been definitely estadb-
1dghed as the 8B-17. ‘ '

IXI. Conclusion
Was aircraft.

753-3695
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SECRET

Anderson AFB, Guam 19 December 1952

1. guﬁri]& ion of Incident ‘

From 2050 to 2055 hours an unidentified aeriul object was sighted from
three seoarate points of observation -- (1) ground crew personnsl at Anderson
AFB, Cuam, (2) a Naval Officer 1l miles south of Anderson AFB, and (3) from
an inocowding B-17 115 milee from Guam on a westerly heading. The object or
objevts in all ocsses were reperted to be on a heading of 270°, sppesred oy-
lindricsl in shape, of silvery color with a bright flame trailing from the
Tebrs The speed wms odnsidered to be in consideradble exnsess of that of a con-
ventional jst and in each cass the sighting did not exceed L5 seconds.

IX. Discussion of Incident

Tho cbject was seen at 0850 a.m. at which time it would be too bright to
s00 & rotecr or star. It appears that all cbservers saw the same odject since
dncrigtiom, directions given to the unknown, and time of sighting all coincids.
The B=17 pllots sighted the object 115 mileo west of Ouam, five minutes after the
other sightings and yet the object was reported to have bem going west of Ander-
scn AFB five minutes earlier. This seeming discrepancy here might be explained by
the faot that the timie estimate by the B=17 pilots w23 off. The object appears to
be go 400 slow ¢o be & meteor and all loocal airoraft have been accounted for.
There was a scheduled balleoon launch at Guam at 2100Z ciose to the sighting time
but the desoription of the object does not coincide with usual bLalloon descriptions.

III, Conclusicn
L — — 1]
Unknown
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SECRET

-San Antonio, Texss 21 December 1952

I. Description of Incident

One round, unidentified object of undetermined sise, that exitted an intanse .
grewn light was cheerved and reporited z & civiliian man while driving in his car
in Ban Antonio. Time of sighting was 1815 hrs., CST, for a few ss0ohds only.
Object looked like s "Roman Candle” and faded Just before diuypu.ring.

TI. mmgiou of Incident

This can be mt.t.cn off with quite a bit of sssurance as simply a oommon
meteor, It has all the charasteristiocs, includiuuahoﬂunin sight and
fad out just beforeé duduuri.ng.

TI. Comolusion
Probebly meteor.

T53-3695
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SECRET

Camp Carson, Colorado 2}y December 1952

I. Description of Incident

Observers at Camp Carson sighted a silvery unidentified flying object at
0617 MST. It appearsd ciroular in shape about the size of a baseball, changing
later to a "tear-shaped® configuration and hovered in view for two to three

‘minutes after which it disappeared at a high rate of speed. Ubservers wero

three airmen assigined to this base and all stated that the unknown cbject vas
located south of their observation point. The object emitted an intermittent

white light while in view.

II. Discussion of Incident

Although the sighting tock place two hours after a scheduled piball balloon
release at Pueblo, Colorado, this report has been evaluated as possidbly balloon
due to the description., Its tear-drop shape indicates that it may be a large
pear-ghaped upper air rssearch balloon with a pilot light. ATIC has not yet had
the opportunity to cheotk the object against knewn upper air research bslloon
tracks but tentatively evaluates the sighting ag shown below.

IIT. Ganclusion

Possibly balloon.

1533695
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SECRET

Canadian, Texas ' 27 Decembver 1952

I. Description of Incident

Several civilian eye-witneases observed an unidentified aerial object be-
tween 2200 and 2300 hours csr, for two to three minutes. It was described as
round, bluish-white light of high intensity and disappeared by going out of
sight to the southwest. The object pasred low overhsad then appeared to climb
uvpward at the end of the sighting.

IX. Diacuuion of Incident

Looal alr tra.f!:le has not been identified in this sighting. Ponding thise
the object appears to be & jet aircraft's exhaust seen &t a low altitude, perhaps
with its afterburner cut in. The night of sighting was extiemely clear facili-
tating observation of any object crossing the sky. No jet rnoise was heard, however,
the observers were in a moving car. The jet may have been basged at Amarillo, a
nearby air base. .

IIX. Conclusion
Poesibly aircraft.

T53-3695
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Albuquerque, New ifexico 28 Docember 1952

I. Description of Incident

At 2309 CST a military pilot sighted an elongated cigar-like object ibout
the size of a medium bomber with an exhaust about eight times the length of the
object itself, It traveled from east to west over Albuquerque, New Mexicc, All
sightings were visual for a period of 10 to 20 seconds. There were broken high
clouds at 30,00C feet with LO miles visibility.

IX. Discussion of Incident

All air traffic in the area was idsntified by Kirtland AFB, The objuct
may have been a meteor since the time of sighting weas brief. In addition the
objei . had a tall, common to some motecrs. However, not enough concrete infor-
maiion is available tc afford a possible solution, ATIC is in the process of
checking past sightings against known meteor tracks and an answer might be found

here.

" III. Concluaion

Insufficient information.

TS3-3695 3l

SECRET




SECRET

Los Alamos, New Mexico 30 December 1952

I. Desoription of Incident

"An object traveling in a slight curve and accompanied by a high pitched
crackling noise which trailed " ne objeot by four seconds was observed by an
employse of AEC Seourity Sec.uion. The time of sighting was 2002 MST in cleur
weather conditions of 4O miles visibility., The observera credibility is con-
sidered excellent,

IX. Discussion of Incident,

This report can be catsgorised as a low metecr, some of which emit the
.oun:d:uorl.bod above. Length of observation waes sxtremely brief at itwo
seoconde, ’

II1I. Oonclusion . \
Probably metecr, '
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Oldtown, Maine : 1 Jamary 1953

Je Description of Incident

An airmsn sighted an unidentified flying object at 0815 8. The object was
round and small and appeared to be whirling at its top. It moved NNE, changing
color in sequences of red, blue and white. From time to time, it maneuvered

.erratically, .

II. Discussion of Inocident

The report is lacking in background data. From the description, the object
could possidbly be & balloon. '

III. Oonclusion
Insuffiocient dats %0 evaluate.
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SECRET

Craig, Vontana 3 January 1953

I Description of Incident

At 0400 & three sourves observed an aerial object 25 to L0 feet long and
18 to 25 feet thiok with the sppearance of two soup bowls put together. There
were several lighted windows with what appeared to be a porthole on the side,
The object moved slowly at first, then began a rapid oclimb., The manner nf dis-
appsarance was unspescified. The object first appeared at 200 to 300 yards
distance from the obeervers at an altitude of 10 to 15 feet,
II. Disoussion of Incident

An investigation of the scurces revealed that they are mature, reliable
and, at least in one cass;, relatively axperienced perasocns.

IIl. Conclusion
Unlnown

37 T53-3695

SECRET

s Sl saus o A ool B &

=Y




SECRET

t

Eau Gallie, Florida : 4 Jamary ;953

I. Descri~tion of Inoident

At 2345 8 a oivilian employee of Patrick AFB observed an unidentified
asrial object for three seconds. Source oompared tho object to a flying <wing
and sald that it was at an altitude of less than five hundred feet, flying at
about 500 mph in a 8SW direction. Source saw at least 4 blue lights on the
lawer surface of the object, The weather was cold end clear with little or no
wind, DJNo other person observed the object.

II. Discussiorn of Incident

The source appears to be an umisually reliable and experienced observer.

Unknown

T53-3695 38
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SECRET

. Adsk, Alaska 4 Jamary 1953

I. Desoription of Inoident

At 0920 & & bluish spherical light with a tapering tail was observed moving
soundlessly at a tremendous spesd and at a great distance, parallel.to the hori-
son, for 3 seconds,

iII. Discussion of ident

The report indicates that the object ws prodebly a meteor., The description
given oloeely epproximates a meteor!s performance,

III. Oopolusion
Probably astronomioal phencmenon,

39 THI-3695
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Warner=-Robbins AFB, Ceorgia 7 Jamuary 1953

I. Description of Incident

AYV 0200 & two oivilian sources observed an orange glowing object traveling
west &t & alow rate of epesd north of Warner-Robbins AFB, The objectwas *
visible for 6 to 7 minutes,

II. Discussion of Incident ) 5

There were no weathsr balloons releaszed in the area, nor was there any
teported airoraft traffio, but it is felt that an airoraft did cause the sight-
‘ing because of the desoription,

ITI. Qonolusion
Poesibly airoref%,

T53-3695 Lo
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SECRET

Larasn Air Force Base, Washington ¢ Jamary 1953

I. Description of Incident

At 1815 Z over sixty varied militery and sivilian souroces observed ona green,
disc-shaped object. The observations continued for rifteen minutes during which
time the objeot moved in a southwesterly direction while bobbing vertically and
going sideways. There was no sound, An F-Gl; airoraft was scrarbled but a thirty
minute search of the area produced nsgative intercept results,

II. Divcussion of Incident
A check of adjacer’ radar sites revealed no umusual returns or activiiy in
vhe area, The winds were generally from 240° below an overcast at 12,000', Thus

the objeot would appear to move against the wind since it must have besen below
the clouds. Thare was no air traffic reported in the areas

II1. Conolusion
Tniloaown

ln T53-3695
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S8an Antonio, Texas : 9 Jamuary 1953

I. Description of Incident
Ab 2315 % a civilian female source observed s small, reund lusinous,

alumirum sppecring flying object., It traveled at ¢ high speed and disep-
peoarod after making a gradval olinbing turne

II. Discussion of Incident
The experience level of the source appears low,
I1I. usion

Probably jeb airereft,

T53~3695 L2
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Sonoma, California ‘ 10 January 1953

I, Desoription of Incident

At 2345 & two oivilian sources observed one smmall flying object moving at a
great rate of speed and performing violent mensuvars. The object's sound was
similar to that of a jet airoraft. The object made three 350° right turns in
ning seconds then performéd abrupt 90° turns first to the right, then to the left.
The objeot then stopped, accelerated to its former speed, rose vertiocally and
disappeared. ’

JdI. Disgussion of Incident

‘ The only inown asrial objeot capable of appearing to 5o through the desoribed
mansuvers would be a balloony however, the time faotors and velcoity estimates
de not support this oonclusion,

III. Conelusion

Unknown
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San Antonio, Texas 12 Janusry 1953

I. Description of Incident

At 1555 8 two investigators for the Kelley AFB Air Police Office observed
two soundless elliptical objects in the SE aky, over Kelley AFD. The objects
mo estimated to by traveling in a SE direction. .

II. Discussion of Incident

One of tho sources stated that the objects could have been balloonz or
inflated gas bags. There were two scheduled launches of hrgo type weather
balloone from the Zan Antondio ares &t 1500 &.

III. Qonolusion
Probably balloons,

T53-3695 h
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Marysville, Tennessee

I. Description of Incident

At OI4S @ a civilian source observed a balloon shaped cbjeot slowly '

SECRET

decending towards the west for 30=-4C mimtes,

II. micnuion of Incident
' During this period, there were many f{lights of uprer air research balloons

crossing this aree,
III.. Conclusion
Possibly & ballocn,
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SECRET

Freaiont, Texas 18 January 1953

I. Descoription of Incident

At 2100 8 u civilian source observed a large object slowly drifting to the
southwest for several mimutes at sn estimatod altitude of 600 reet.

II. Discuspion of Incident
This report is very brief.

I1". Conolusion
Insufficient data for evaluatiom,
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' SECRET
Hirem, Georgia 21 Jamery 1953

I. Desoription oi_Incidant
At an unspecified time & oivilian in Hiram, Georgia, observed a round cbject

with a tright ys1ll’w tail travel scundlessly from south to north until it disap-

peared behind a oloud,

II. Discussion of Incident

Since the time .\f sighting is not specified it is impossible to check local
alroraft traffio or balioon relisses,

III. Qonolusion
Insufficient data for evaluaticn.
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Zau Gallie, Florida . 21 January 1953

I. Desoription of Incident

At 1300 @ an unidentified scurce sighted thres oval shaped, white objects
81x feot in diameter traveling in an unapecified direction at an estimated
altitude of thirty reet,

IT. Discussion of Incident
The report ia exceedingly bLrief,

I7X. Conclusion
Insufiicient data for analysis.
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Harmon Air Morce Base, Newfoundland 22 Jama:y 1953

I. Description of Incident

An unddentified flying objeot described as red, white and blue and
oval-shaped, was observed visually from the weather station, control tower,
base operations office, and a nearby ACLW site at Harmon AFB, Newfoundland,
at 00LO &. An attempt to contact the object by radar met with negative
results.

I, Diacussion of Incident

Looal investigation preoluded the possibility of the object bdnc.' a
talloon.

III, Conslusion
" Insufficient data for analyeis.
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{ Patriok Air Force Base, Florida 22 Jamuary 1953

I. Description of Incident

| At 2100 & four airmen at Patrick AFB, Florids, visually obesrved for
three minutes a fiery red-orange ball traveling soundlessly from north to

| south at high epeed.
II. Discusgion of Incident

|

| .

| The report is very brief. Therefore, ATIC has taken astion to investi-
g gate the inocident further.

1 IIT. Conclusion
K _ Insufficient data for evaluation,
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Continantal Divide, New Mexico 26 January 1953

I. Desoription of Incident
On 26 Jamwary 1953 at 2115 MST Alr Force personnel stationed at an ACKW

. station in thie area cbserved ean aerial phenomenon simultaneouvsly try eleotronic

and visual means, To the naked eye the object appeared as a very bright reddish-

. white object estimated to be 10 miles west of the vadar site. °'The object passed

behind a hill and then resppeared apperently heading in a northerly direotion at
a slow spesd. The airman malking this visual observation reported it to person-
nel manning the radar equipment., They stated that they had an unidentified blip
on the radar scope, appearing west of the station approximately 9 miles away.
The scope showed the object to be on a 270° asimuth at an altitude of 10-15,000!
moving away from the site at 12-15 mph. It was eventually lost on radar at the
18 mile range. The object was under visual and radar obeervation intemittently
for 45 mimutes. The elevation of the station is 7,500' above sea level,

Veather at the time was sharscterised by a high thin overcast and low
scattered clouds, Winds aloft were from 270° at 36 knote at 10-30,000'. An
atmospherio inversion layer existed at 18,000' with the top at 21,000!,

II. don of ent

This is the most complets report ever received by ATIC on the sighting of
an unidentified object, The intelligence officer of the 34th Air Division, ADC,
is to be oamplimented on his initiative and complete covering of all the angles
bearing on the observation, Moreover, the combination visual-eleatronic sighting
is the best type of sighting to work with because it affords the most irformation.

The intelligence officer preparing the report checked on weather balloon re-
leases in the area of observation as a possible answer to the sighting. It was
found that a 9' radiosonde balloon relsased from Winslow, Ariszona, would offor
the only possibility., The uninown object was observed to move from east to west,
sgainst the preveiling winds aloft which rules out the balloon theury. Also the
sighting time of 0415 X is 1 hour and 15 minutes after the Winslor releass and
by that time it is probable that the radiosonde had burst at altitude lorng before.

The fact that the object was deteoted on radar and seen visually for so long
a period of time eliminates the posaibility of an astronomical solution, such as
a star or fireball, and especially if both radar and eye were sezing the ssme ob-
Joct; it is unlikely that these objects would cause radar returns. Simnce the
objsct was tracked at 12 to 15 mph, aircrafi are also eliminated as a possibility,

ATIC electronics specialists advamced the theory that the slow speed and
larga visual radar eise of the target make it appear that weather ¢ffects may be
the cause of the electronic pick-up. However, the inversion layer at 18,000!
sppears to be too high to effect the radar whioch was tracking the object at 10
to 15,000ty The weather-sffect explanation cannot, of course, account for the
simultanecus visua’. sighuing. There is a possibility which ATIC is now checking

T53-3695

91
SECRET

29




e ————

SECRET

that the radar personnsl may have bean locking at the planet Venus, very low and
bright on the western horison at this time of year, and that the rader possibly
enoountered the aforementioned weather interforence at the same time, This
would require a high degree of soinoidence, however, ard the radar and visual
sightings seem to coincide too exsotly to givae much wsight to the theory that
both were observing different objeots.

Two other items added to the completeners of the report. ATIC supplied the
ing intalligence officer with a USAF Technical Information Shest, or a
visual questionnaire, and an Elsotronics Datu Sheat covering the radar plei-up,
Further analysis of this sighting awaits adiabatic weather charts for the date
and aresa of sighting and until this information is received, this mport is
carrivd in Project Blue Book's files as an unknown,

III. Qonelusion
Unknown
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Sanpson Alr Forve Base, New York 26 Jamary 1953

Is. Description of Inocident

e ’ : At £320 & an airman at Sampson AFB, New Yori, visually observed one large
luminouz restangular shaped unidentified flying object. In one mimte the

| object traveled through an aro of 70 or 80 degrees, while emitting a humming
| sound,
| : I1, Disoussion of Incident

-‘fhe object above duor:l.ind sppeared for only one minute, concequently
enalysis is very diffiocult. However, ATIC requested information concerning
local aircraft and was told that a coomerocial flight was in the erea around
the sighting time.

'+ III. Oonclusion
Possibly airoraft.
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Finland, Minnosota Februery 1953

I. Description of Incident

At .0629 an unikmown obsoot appeared ¢n a radar scope on a heading of
155° at the 0" mile u:g. The object ed on the scope as being twice
the siss of an ordinsry crafd.

II. Discuseion of Incident
The radar station involved sent ATIC an/ Flectronics Data Shest covering
the sighting and from this, electronics spec sts determined that interlerence

from another radar station caused the presence of the unknown "blip*. HNo visual
obeervation was made at any time. ‘ ‘

1I1Z. Oonclusion
Interference.
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8aratoga Springs, New York 1 February 1953

I. Descrioticn of Incident

Onoe large round, golden object was observed to be hovering down on the
horison at 2245 EST. l

II. Discussion of Incidsnt

| } No drection of cbjeot was given and furthermore the observers level of
experiense appeared to be low.

III. Conclusion
/ Insw’ficlent data for evaluation. : '
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( Terre Haute, Indiana : 1 February 1953

I. cription of Incident

A Mlitary aircraft on a 270° hsading 10 miles west of Terre Haute aight ;4

| a close grcup of moving lights changing color from red to biue, to green tc yellow.

, 'I'ho pilot estimated their altitude to range between 30,000 ft. to 15,000 ft. flying
in a menner similar to conventional aircraft. Searchlights from the St. lLouis area

) :;;nod to be following the unidentified lights. The time of sighting was about 2130

! II. Discussion of Insident

ATIC made a check on lucal gircraft and found that there wers many commercial
and military £lights in end out of St. Louis at the approximate time of sighting.
It is possible that searchlights from St. Louis picited up one of these aircmaft.

. The observing aircraft was 100 milss auvay from S8t. louis which probably accounts
for the changing color of lighte.

AN IIXI. Conciusion
' Possibly aircrafi.
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Pepperrell AFB, Newfoundland 3 February 1953

I. Description of Incident

From 23100 to 2127 local time a low unidentified object resemtling the land- '
ing 1ight on an aircraft was observed by two airmen of this base until the object
disappeared below the horison. T7The cbservation was strictly a visuel cne with no
cptical aids and no radar contact. |

IX. Discussion of Incident

' This is a very brief report with no information given on the experience level
of the observers. From past experience, however, such sightings have been attiri-
buted to bright stars sinking below the horison.

III. Conclusion

Possibly a star.
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Yv.a City, Arisona 4 February 1953 '

I. Description of Incident

At 1350 MST a meteorological aid for the U.S. Wsather Burean was searching
for a lost weathsr balloon with the aid of a theodolite when he eiggted a solid
white, oblong object at a direction cf 157.2° and elevation of 53.3°. The size
nf the object consisted of one minute of arc. .

The cbject appeared to be ascending straight up, then levelled off and at
this point was Joined by a second cbject of exactly the same description. The
second cbject left the field of the theodolite twice but returned each time tg
Join the original, Thog both disappeared simulitanecusly at an angle of 20L.)
at an elevation of 29.1°. At 20L4.1° the sky was covered by cirrus clouds at
approximately 25,000 ft.

The objects remained in vision for five minutes. The observer stated that '
the objects rose more rapidiy than any balloon he has ever seen and furthermore
moved against the prevailing westerly winds. There appearad to be no glimmer or
reflection from the sun from the objects.

II. Discussion Incidsnt

From the observers obvious experience in tracking balloons, it is concluded
that these objscts could not have been balloons especially since they were seen
%0 move againet the wind. There wers aircraft in the area but the observer states
he was aware of them and could not have confused them with the unknown objects.
Because of the maneuvers and the time of day, astronomical activity must be ruled
oute ATIC has not been able to find an answer t¢o this sighting.

IIXI., Conclusion
Unkniown.

o

T53-3695

58
SECRET




T,

o ——

SECRET

Ouan (Truk Island) 6 February 1953

I. Description of Incident

At 1110 local time an Air Force officer in charge of the Weather Bureau
Station on Truk sighted an unidentified bullet-shaped shiny object traveling
an estimated 150 mph at an approximate altitude of LOO to 500 ft. thres to four
miles away. The object appeared to be "slightly larger than a C-47 aircraft®
with no noticeable wings or tail section and gave & shiny appearance as if. of
highly polished metal.

II. Discussion of Incident
A check with Guam £light service indicates that a C-47 was in the area at
+he time of sighting. 7The day was clear with a bright sur capable of distorting
the normal features of C-N7.
IIi. Conclusion

Probably aircraft.
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Rosalia, Washington 6 February 1953

I. Description of Incident

A B=36 aircraft was in flight in th. vicinity of Spokane, Washingtcn, when
onn round white omnidirectional light « .8 sighted at 091327 time. The light was
at an altitude of approximately 7,000 ft. on a southeast course circling and ris-
ing as it proceoded. It was visually observed for a pericd of three to five
mirutes. The B-36 made 180° descending turn toward the 1light which was estimated
to be moving at a speed of 150 to 200 knots. The aircraft was inbound to Spokane
15 milea out ani located over Rosalia, Washington.

II. Discussion of Incident

ATIC determined that a scheduled piball balloon released at 0900Z from the
U.8. Weather Bureau Station at Fairchild AFB was in the immediate area of sighting.
The sighting was from Rosalia which is 12.5 nautical miles S.E. of Fairchild AFB
and to place a balloon in ths srea of the sighting windas would havs to be out of
the N.E. Winds aloft at 7,000 to 10,000 ft. were from 270° to 280° at 50 knots
per hour. Therefore, by computation, it would take approximately 15 mimtes for
the balloon to be carried tec Rosalia by the existing winds. Since the unidentified
object was sighted 13 minutes after the balloon launch time, and the dezcription
{climbing, orbitting, balloons carry white running 1ights) olosely parallels the
maneuvers of a balloon, ATIC concludes that the object probadbly was the piball
weather balloon. All local air fields were chacked by McChord AFB and no aircraft
were in the ares at the time of cbsexrvation othes than the B-36.

I1I. Conclusion
Probably balloon.
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Okinawa 7 February 1953

I. Deacription of Incident

At 2322 lqcal time radar tracked an unidentified otject for 15 minutes ana
alerted a local interceptor squadron. An F=yi scramblad at 2123 hours, eclimbad
to 15,000 f+t., picked up rothing on airborne radar but at 2145 did make visual
contact with a bright orange colored object which seemed to change to red and
green at a special interval. Object was seen by the pilot and the R.0. for
npprox&mntely 15 minutes after which it disappeared behind & cloud at an asimuth
of 2907, low cn the horizon.

ITY. Discussion of Incident

The weather consisted of scattered stratus clouds. Ne¢ information is aveil-
able on atmospheric phenomena such as temperature inversious or moisture=ladon
clouds which could have given a spurious rader return. It was determined at the

‘base making the report that the F=94 had sighted the planet Venus- which is extremely
bright at this time of year and which also is located at a 275° asimutl from Okinawe
10° above the horiscn. It is probable that merely by chance ground radar received a
spurious plot on its scope and acoordingly vectored the F-94 to a position where
Venus was very apparent. No strict correlation between the electronics sighting
and visual ocontact can be made.

III. Conclusion
Probably Venus.
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Barter Island, Alaska 8 February 1953

I. Description of Incident

Two pllots from this ztation made a ground-visual observation of an uniden-
tified aarial cbject coming in over their base in a falling leaf pattern from the
west. Timo of the observation was 0450 local. It hovered, consisted of brilliamt
orangs white lights sesn for a period ‘of eight mirutes after which the object
climbed eastward and disappsared. Throughout it gave cff a noise similar to &
heliocopter's and was estimated by the viewers to bs the approximate size of a
C-47 airoraft.

IX. Discussion of Incident
This report ie on the brief side and gives no information on air traffio st
the time of sighting. It is possible, however, that the sbove-aversge sources may

have observed a helicopter and bscame confused. Any evaluation will have to be
based on additionsl information on helicopter traffic which ATIC has requested.

III. Comnslusion
Insufficient data.
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Dobbdns Alr Forco Base, Georgia 8 February 1953

I. Desoription of Incident

i litary personnsl obaerved s red-yellowmwhite stationary object from this
base as well as Knoxville, Tennessee, at 21,5 EST whioch was observed for 15 min-
utes before slowly dissppearing below the horizon., It appeared in ths west and
was brighter than red cbstructior lights on the contrnl tower at Dobbins.

II. Disgussion of Incident
No triangulation from the two observing points was made which would have been
sxtremely helpful and shuuld be attempted in sightings cuch as this. The desorip-

tion and manner of disappearance strongly suggeste astronomical sightings at
Presque Isle AFB and Mitchel AFB in October and December of 1952,

III. Conolusicn
Probably astronomical (bright evening star).
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Tunis, Libya 11 February 1953.

I. Desoription of Incident

An unidenitified object was observed by the crew of a C-119 aircraft while
enroute to Tripoli from Tunie. The object appeared very bright with a halo of
diffussed light surrounding it and was observed off the right wing of the air-
oraft flying at 7,000 on a 170° heading making I.A.S. of 170 knots. Length
of observation varied from 5 to 55 minutes by assorted members of the orew some
of whom stated that it appearsd to ascend and then descand slowly.

II1. Discussion of Incident

Four cut of six of the crew atated that, in their opinion, the object was
not a star, whereas the remaining observers would not commit themselves on a
eonclusion, Sirnce the sighting seemed to be astronomical irn nature, Projeot
Blue Book sutmitted it to its ocontract astronomer, standard cperating procedure
in such casea., I! was determined that Vemus was probably reeponsible for the
observation in that it appears at an approximate 200° azimuth in Libys on this
datms, and under fair weather conditions would appear very bright. The faot that
it remained almoat stationary and was observed for & long period of time would
support this conelusion,

IITI. Conclusion

Probably Venus,
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Lzke Charles AFB ' 12 February 1953
1. Description of Incident ?

A bluish-white object with a tail was observed by six Air Forcs perscnnel
in a combined air-visual .and ground-visual sighting. Time of sighting was for
& very short period, a matter of seconds. The air crew involvad estimated that
the streaking object was on a level with them and 20 miles distant. The object
was compared to"s flaming rag thrown in the air®. There was no sound whatsoever.

II. Discussion of Incident

Yeather conditions at the time of sighting (0500 CST) were CAVU and faci-
litated eaay spotting of meteors. This sighting was undoubtedly cauped by the
passage of a meteor or “fireball® through the sarth's atmosphuroe which had unusual
coloring. :

III. Conclusion

Probably astronomical.
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Ramier, Alabama 16 February 1953

I. Descripticn of Incident

Two civilian men at this location sighted an unidentified object as 1530
FST while watching the flight of a B-47 aircraft cross their field of vision.
A metallic looking object appearing round at one instant and flat the next was
seen at an altitude of about two-thirds that of the B-L7 which ATIC learned was
at 35,000 ft. Its maneuvers consisted of climting, diving, and sharp angle turns
to the left and right in and around a few scattered clouds and it appeared to be
faster than the B-47. Total time of sighting was for 20 minutes.

II. Discussion of Incident

Alt h the Maxwell Radio Range Station reported no known aircraft other
than the B=47 in the area ATIC feels that, on the basis of the description sub-
mitted by the two relatively inexperienced observers, they probably sighted a
fighter typs aircraft, possibly an F-86, maneuvering in the air space below the
B=47. To support this conclusion is the fact that the clouds mentioned in “he
original report around which the object was sighted, were determined to be at
20,000 ft. At this altitude a fighter aircraft would be hard to distinguish.
The observers d’4 stats, however, that the object appcared to have swept-back
wings.

IIl. Conclusion
Possibly aircraft.
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Port Austin, Michigan 17 Februar;r 1953

I. Description of Incident

Ab 2204 EST an unidentified aeriel object was sighted visuaully by memberas of
an ACLW Squadron at Poct Austin., The objiect wrs eight to ten miles wrthwest of
their station at un estimated 100' above the horizcn. It appeared t. be larger
and brighter than a star and other than changing color, there were no unusual
features visible. The object was moving south at & low rate of uvpeed and even-
tually faded out completely after becoming much less bright in irtensity. .This
object was viewed visually from 2204 EST for five minutes until 2209 EST.

At 2208 E3ST, the observe.s tracked the object on a search radsr eet. Position
of the cbject on the radar set was 300° moving in a 180° course at 5 knots. The
object was observed at 2208 EST for 17 minutes until 2225 EST. No height finding
squipmont was aveilable at point of observation, but the observers sstimated the
altitude at 1000! from the radar returns, Woather conditions at tiae of sighting
wores visibility and ceiiing ~ unlimited, with moderate winds' from the west.

II. Discussion of Incident

The possibility of the reported object being a Lalloon was chacked by the re-
porting of ficer, The nearest balloon lrunch station is# at Waukegan, Michigan,
which 48 140 miles from Port Austin., A piball type balloon wsas released from Wau-
kegan at 03002, It is not likely that this ballcon caused the aighting because
tho object in question was sighted at 03047,

Both the visual and electronic sightings were made by the same personnel,
consisting of two officers and three aimien, All of these men have three or more
years oxperience in radar, A radar scope camera was installed, but was not in
operation at the time of sighting. ’

No known meteorological disturbances or activity existed at the time of sight-
ing, or at any time that day,

After checking with surrounding bases and flight plan scurcos, it was found
that there were no known aircraft in tho general aroa.

The planet Venus is very low on the northwest horizon at this timn of year and
is easily seen. This fact might explain the visual asighting, but Vemus will not
show on a radar scope.

Further analysis of this sighting awaits adiabatic weather charts for tho date
and area of sighting. Until this information is received, this report is carried
as unknovm,

I11. Conclusions

Unknovwn
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Fortville, Indiana 23 February 1953

I. Deacription of Incident

At 211647 time a civilian woman located 16 miles northeast of Indianapolis
sighted an unknown flying object appearing as a circular shaped, white object
traveling at a high altitude in a northeasterly direction and reported this
ocourrence 4o the 762nd ACLW Squadron, the nearest Air Force installation. Clear
weather prevailed.

II. Discussion of Incident

Project Blue Book ascertained that a pibull weather ballocn was scheduled
for release at 21002 by the Indianapolis U.S. Department of Agriculture Weather
Station and probably cauvsed the submission of this report. The object wes seen
approximately 15 minutes after the balloon's releass from Indianapolis and was
carried in a northoaltcrlx direction by the winds aloft which, for that tims of
day were from 240° to 260°. This would place the free-floating 30" rubber balloon
almost over Iortville, the locatiocn of sighting.

IiI. Conclusion
VWas balloon.
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Dayton, Ohio ' 24 Februsry 1953

I. Description of Incident

A civilien woman contacted ATIC concerning a yellowish~uliite object which
shs had observed at 0430 EST for two successive days for periods ranging from
3 to 20 minutes. The cbject was described as oblong shaped and very low on
the horizon with the manner of disappearance in both sightings being caused by
its sinking below the horizon. The object was seen at a due west position each
time.

II. Discussion of Incildent

The source, although of average intelligence, is not an experienced observer
and it is quite certain that she witnessed the setting of an astronomical body
such as Venus,

II1. Conclusion
Probably astronomical.
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Grext Falls, Montana 25 Februsaxy 1953

I. Descoription eof Incident

A civilian man from this location sighted an unidentified aerial object on
three separate occasions ~ 25 Feb 53 at 0025%, 5 Mar 53 et 21152, and 6 Mar 53
at 19322,

II, Discuasion of Irvident

Very little information nas been gathered on this sighting, even & Bulc
desoription of the object's appearance has not been submitved to Project Blue
Book. Mrthermoi'®, nothing is known of the observer's experience level,

corroborative witnesses, eto. In the light of the acant information received,
the report has to be carried as insufficimt data for evaliuation until an AP

Form 112 arrives.
III. Conclusion
Insufficient datsa.
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Pepperrell Air rorce Baso, Newfoundland 26 February 1953

I. Description of Incident

An Air Force major and enlisted personnel from this base observed a green
obiect with a trail of sparks traveling downward at a high rate of speed and
disappearing behind mountains to the sast. The aize of the cbject was compared
to that of the moon. Time of sighting was 1910 local time and the existing
weather oonditions were generally good.

XI. Discussion of Incident

Project Blue Book's contract astronomer ie of the opinion that the object
seeh was an exceptionally bright meteor, The size of tha object has probsbly
been overestimated. Two factors substantiate the meteor conclusicn in this
caset 1) the fact that it followed a downward course and 2) that it guve off

sparke, two characteristics of a cowmon meteor. ' No length of observation was
given tut it probably was a matter of seconds. .

III. Conclusion

Prcbebly a meteor.
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Klamath Falls, Oregon 26 February 1953

I. Description of Incident

At 2159 PST a round red stationary object was sighted by a CAA operator for =
10 minutes times The objooct seemed to fade in and fade ou: intermittently and
eventually faded out completely. The observer estimated tho unknown to be a2t a
270° agimuth from his pesition and at an altituie of 10,000°', Weather at the
time of sighting consisted of acattered clouds ¢t 2,000' with 10 miles visihility.

II. Digoussion of Incident

- Project Blue Book and its contract, aatronomer evaluats this report es defin-
itely caused by the astronomical body Venus. Many similar reports have been re-
ceived by ATIC during February of an object in the westorn sky appsaring to change
color and fading 1ntomittont.1y, and almost all sushr eports have been found to
bo Verms, 2

It is intaresting to note in this and other similar observations that oxpor—
ienced CAA and Air Ferce personnel have bsen understandsi)ly confusad by thie
bright planet, comparatively isolated, low on the horizca and sometimes seen £y
through a high haze layer causing a rapid change in colcr. Red is the color
given most often.

Was Verus,
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Dover Air iorce Base, Deiaware 26 February 1953

I, Desoription of Incident

At 2130 EST a dull red solored light was observed low on ths western horizon
by several military personneli. The light was slowly moving from west to northwest
alternating cclor from yellow, green, red, end back to white. After being cbserved
for approxizmciely five minutes, object disappeared below ths horiron,

II. Discussion of Incident

Observers were, in the opinton of the preparing officer, relisble, At the
time of sighting, woeather was clear, visibility eight miles. F-9i's in area on
other missions notioced nothing umsual. Dye to the fact that the light was seen -
noving from west to northwest low on the horison and then to disappear over the
horison and that the planet Vemus can be seen in that direction very plainly during
this part of the year, 1t is quite certain that the light observed was Vemus,
ATIC's contract astronomer was ocorsulted and he concluded that the objeot observed

was definitely Vermws,

IX. Conolusion
Astrcenomical - Venus,
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Dover Air Force Bass, Delaware o8 Februery 1953

I. Description of Incident

At 2121 EST four AF personnsl cbserved a single light of alternating colurs
with red predominant. The light was due west of Dover Air Force Base »nd ebout
20° above the horizon pursuing a very gradusl course from west to northwest,
¥o souni, smoke or vapor was observed, It sppeared to fade sway or disappear
over the horison, There was no air traffic in the area.

II. Discussion of Incident

As in the case of th) Dover sighting of 26 Feb 53, it was the opinion of
ATIAE-5 that Venus cansed this sighting, ATIC's contract astronomer was contacted
and definitely concluded that it was Verms,
IIX. Conclusion

Was Yemus,
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Richmond, Virginia 28 February 1953

I. Desoription of Incident

At 1800 EST an Air Force colonel while traveling at €0 mph in his auto near
Richmond observed a flash of metal with a long narrow rectangular contreil trevel-
ing from south to north. The object crossed the path of the auto from left to
{.lght traveling at leas than jet spsed, The object was cbserved approximately

5 minutes, .

II. Discussion of Incident

Obgerver visited a friend ~f his about 1 hour later. The friend initiated
the conversation by stating that he had seen a bright contrail in the sky aboub
1800 at a considerable distansce. At 1800 EST on this date the sun was setting,
The sun, veflecting from contrail, made it easily visible, '

III. Gonolusion '

Probably contrail of Jet airoreft.
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