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Not copyrighted in the U.S. 



Government Information
Definition

OMB-A130
44 USC §1901
Broad scope

May be copyrighted
Contractor/Grantee
Prior copyright
Assignment

Government Works
Definition

17 USC §101,105
Narrow scope

Not copyrighted
Public domain in 
U.S.

Public release does not equal public domain
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Copyrights and Government Rights

Separate and distinct from other markings
Applies to unclassified and classified works
Not a reason for nondisclosure
External constraint on dissemination and use

Generally contractors own copyrights in works 
produced under contract and grant the  government 
a license.  The type of license determines what the 
government may do with the work.
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Markings Equation = Distribution 
in order of priority

1st Factor:   Classification  + 
DoD 5200.1.R, DoD Information Security Program 
Regulation

2nd Factor:  Distribution Limitation  + 
DoD Directive 5230.24, Distribution Statements on 
Technical Documents 

3rd Factor:  Copyrights/Government Rights
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Copyright Management Information 
[ ] U.S.Government Work -- Not copyrighted 

[ ] Government-authored (Title 17 USC Sec 105) 
[ ] Includes copyrighted material as noted

[ ] Copyrighted Work--Government Rights (Check type of license) 
[ ] Assignment
[ ] Unlimited 
[ ] Government Purpose
[ ] Federal Purpose 
[ ] Limited 
[ ] Restricted 
[ ] Specifically Negotiated 
[ ] SBIR 
[ ] Commercial 
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What is a U.S. Government Work?

17 USC §101:  A “work of the United States 
Government” is a work prepared by an officer or 
employee of the United States Government as part of 
that person’s official duties.



Government Work - Includes copyrighted material as noted 
Military Dermatology - Textbook of Military Medicine Chapter 1, p.9 
http://www.vnh.org/MilitaryDerm/Ch1.pdf
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Contracted Works

Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement 
Rights in Technical Data  227.7103-4 License rights 
(a) Grant of license. 

The Government obtains rights in technical data, including 
a copyright  license, under an irrevocable license granted or 
obtained for the Government by the contractor.     The contractor or 
licensor retains all rights in the data not granted to the Government. 
For  technical data that pertain to items, components, or processes, 
the scope of the license is generally determined by the source of 
funds used to develop the item, component, or process.
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Unlimited Rights as defined in FAR/DFARS

Includes the right to distribute to the public

U.S. Government contract work subject to the following license: 
The Government is granted for itself and others acting on its 
behalf a paid-up, nonexclusive, irrevocable worldwide 
license in the work to reproduce, prepare derivative works, 
and perform publicly and display publicly by or on behalf of 
the Government. All other rights reserved by the copyright 
owner. 
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Distribution A: Approved for Public Release

Public Release + U.S. Government Work 
Display citation and full-text in Public STINET 
Display citation and full-text in Private STINET 
Furnish copies to NTIS

Public Release + Copyrighted Work; 
Unlimited Government Rights License

Display citation and full-text in Public STINET 
Display citation and full-text in Secure STINET 
Furnish copies to NTIS
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Distribution A: Approved for Public Release

Public Release + Copyrighted Work; 
Government Purpose Rights or lesser license

Display citation in Public STINET 
Display citation and full-text in Secure STINET 
Do not furnish copies to NTIS

Acquisitions Update 
Copyright as a Marking



Controlled/Limited Distribution: 
Applies to classified or unclassified

B, C, D, E, F, X + Copyrighted Work; 
Government Rights License

Do not display citation or full-text in Public STINET 
Display citation and full-text in Secure STINET IAW    
classification & distribution statement markings. 
Do not furnish copies to NTIS
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SF 298 SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE FIELD
NOTICES FOR GOVERNMENT WORKS

U.S.Government Work (17 USC §105) 
Not copyrighted in the U.S. 

U.S.Government Work (17 USC §105) 
Includes copyrighted material used with permission as noted
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SF 298 SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE FIELD
Notices for Contracted Works

© (Year of Publication) XYZ Contractor. 
Contract #

(Type) Government Rights

EXAMPLE: 
© 2003 CNA Corporation

Department of Navy Contract #N00014-04-1-0000 
Unlimited Government Rights
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http://www.dtic.mil/cendi/publications/00-3copyright.html
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http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/submitting/copyright.html
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