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Korean War Analysis

Northeast Asia Division

« \Who we are

» Scope of the Korean War accounting
mission — where the missing men were lost

« Research effort — major projects:

— POW camp survey

— Battlefield and air loss research




Korean War Analysis

 Research and Analysis Directorate,
Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office,
Arlington, Virginia

 Conducts research on unaccounted-for
servicemen from the Korean War and from
the Cold War in Asia

— Works to resolve cases

* Supports outreach to families, veterans,
concerned citizens, and Congress
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Where the Missing Men Were Lost sy

South Korea, 1950-1951 @
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South Korea
1950 - 1953
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Research Effort Je
— Major Projects — @
POW CAMP SURVEY |

Determine/verity POW Camp Locations:

(
B o i

* Pinpoint cemeteries
Determine POW populations
Track POW group movements
Determine march routes

|dentify United Nations’ Cemeteries
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POW Camps
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POW March Routes and
UN Cemeteries
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List

e List of 944 / 389

 Persons in MIA /
Captured Status,
November 1953
(MICAP List)

POW Lists H

— 495 name list of early war
POWs who died July 1950 —
October 1951, mainly at
remote “Apex Camps” plus
other points en route

— 1953-1962 priority list of
U.S. unaccounted-for
servicemen, submitted to the
Communists

ndex of returned POWSs and
POW / KIA casualties they
Knew about




POW Lists

Seoul / Pyongyang blackboard lists

— Early war POWs captured July/Aug 1950, placed
their names on school blackboards in Seoul and

Pyongyang
 Neilson / Henderson list

— No original exists. Reconstructed from secondary
references, 15 names of USAF men as possible
POWs




POW Camp Survey

« Summary findings: Information developed to
support JPAC search and recovery teams
and identifications

— ldentified 12 camps and 6
UN cemeteries for
Investigation

— Tracked movement of

2,400 known + suspected
POWs

— Joint Field Activity remains
recoveries from POW
march routes and DPRK
unilateral recoveries
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POWs Captured
— FEB - MAY 1951

POW Camp Survey indicates
— 220+ POW Deaths

North Koreans returned

— 75 boxes of remains
1990 — 1993

» Substantial co-mingling §

93% DNA FRS
Representation

— 36 Identifications
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' ¢ Research Effort — Major Projects (fj
/ Battlefield and Air Loss Analysis *.#:

Determine loss sites for \ P Vg e

battlefield casualties and
aircraft shoot-downs

Recent focus:
Unsan, DPRK
Kujang, DPRK
Kaechon, DPRK

Chosin Reservaoir,
DPRK

Pusan Perimeter, ROK

Northern ROK, near
DMZ

Dandong, PRC

DEFINE LOSS POPULATIONS AND CONCENTRATIONS IN
SUPPORT OF JPAC SEARCH AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS




; ; -
= L CEE o
LN 7
o s
2, <

Attended 161 unit association
reunions since 1996

Logged over 2,200 interviews

Divisions, separate regiments,
air units, multi-service events,
ex-POW associations, and state

associations |

Over 700 POW returnees

Veterans’ recollections clarify
loss incidents, assist in locating
grave sites




China-Related Research

Chinese Air Defense "

Russian MOD archives "l report of 1952 fighter
ggsgg]%lﬁrs_ ShliEss B crash in Dandong

, Chinese map and
Chinese Peoples

Liberation Army — mission report of

Records f of 1956 Cold War
e shoot-down

documents in China incident
and U.S.

Open source

W ~ CILHI/JPAC surveys/
DPMO/CILHI/JPAC - e éz;‘._'r-_'_-_».u_;
delegations — survey g i = recoveries of 1950, 1952,

operations in China | SSRA Jw”‘“ 1953 Cold War, Korean
Y **‘.‘% War shoot-down incidents




Korean War
shoot-down
reports on:

4 F-86 Sabre

1 RB-29
Super-fortress
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— 293 unaccounted-for
— Sources:

 Oral history interviews
1997 — 2005

« U.S. Army field search
data (Cases 310, 383)

- 5th & 8th Cavalry | el
Regiments’ war diaries, st SN P e ¥

THE UNSAN ENGAGEMENT
ik CAVEL AT REG o

November 1950 RSN

« Korean War Crime
(KWC) File — 134, 142

« POW Records (NARA)
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Unsan battlefield search and recovery
operations results

Battle of Unsan
— 293 unaccounted-for
— Sources:

» Oral history interviews
1997 — 2005

U.S. Army field search
data (Cases 310, 383)

5th & 8t Cavalry
Regiments’ war

diaries, November
1950

Korean War Crime
(KWCQC) File — 134, 142

POW Records (NARA)

18 missions resulting in U.S.

Joint Field Activities: remains recoveries.

1996, 1997, 2000 — 2005 I « 34 identified from joint field

, activities
DPRK Unilateral Returns: _ __
« 18 identified from DPRK

1990 — 1993, 2007 unilateral returns




Chosin battlefield search and recovery I
operations results '

Chosin Reservoir, East Side

- 549 Servicemen Unaccounted For

Sources:

U.S. Army Field Search Data
(Cases 372, 376, 380, 435, 437, 439)

- 31ST Regimental Combat Team
After Action Report

THE 31ST RCT
EAST OF THE RESERVOIR
27

- Oral History Interviews 1997-2005

13 missions esultig in remains
- U.S. 8™ Army Graves Registration Records recoveries on the Eastern side, Chosin

Reservaoir.
Joint Recovery Operations 2001-2005 24 identified from Joint Field Activities.

8 identified from DPRK unilateral returns
(also 5 Punch Bowl USMC ID’S)




Wartime Imagery of the Chosin
Reservoir Area

East of the
Chosin
Reservoir

bl b A I '

Task Force Faith (31st RCT) near Hill 1221




F4U-4 éir crash site —
November 1950

B29, 3 F-86 crash sites —
1952, 1953

Punch Bowl,
K-208 POW Camp
Unknowns

POW march routes,
1951 ground battles,
F-80 crash sites

ROK archives initiatives,
Mil Hist Compilation Institute,
Services

24t 25t Infantry Division
battle sites,
July-September 1950

Yellow

Unsan, Kujang, Chosin
battle sites

1st Cav, 1st MarDiv, 7t ID
Nov-Dec 1950




Korean War Analysis

POW Camp Survey/Battlefield and Air Loss
Research Outreach

MARVIN EARL DITTRICH
Sergeant First Cluss (SFC), United States Army

Persnnal information: EFC Marvin B, Brmnch, BA 92765412, served in B Company, 1™
Battabon uf 9 Infaniry Reginent, 2% Infantry Division (2% 10}, He was reportad Missing [n
Aot (MIA) on 30 NMovemnber 1950 amd, abssl ovidendcs of conlinbed sunvival, the Anmny issoed
s presumptive finding of death for himon 31 December 1953, SFC Bitrich docs 0ot appear on
the *lahmnic Johnson List™ oF in the “Missing n Action, Captivity™ fepon sorfpaed from
retisming Prisances of War (POWs) " Ficld Search Case 120F

Cenernl milliinry situntion ond elreumsinneces of loss: By lote-November 1950, LN, fbreoes
hadd reached the ligh-woeior mask of their cosnter-olmsive sganst the North Koreans, Having
dirven the enemy rom Foulli Korea, they lolowed Uher South Koresn albes in Use drive modth of
the 3™ Parallcl As UM, forces raced toward the Yaha River, 1RO,000 *volunteers” from the
Chinese Army enlored Morth Korcan and prepared for o massive surprise artack. While
Cammmbst Chinese Foarees (OOF) alipped sourh, the 2% 11 was working s Tt had erossed
the Ch'angeh’on River and was only same &0 miles below the Yalu River. The 2 11
represented the “front line™ for cemimal Komea. Uniriunatedy, the amound of ground under Uheir L E
conmnael ansd U spest of e advares had kil unas (oo spoesl oul Do wihatasd o allack by a k : I ¢

large encany force, i B _ Sea of

Good descriptions of the Movemher 1950 bastics of 2™ Infamry Divinkon can b fund in the £ % b} WAl Ja pan
Baaks, Disaarer in Karca: The Chinese Canfranr MacArnher by Roy B Appleman, Tesas AL A - s

University Press, 1950, and The River and the Gauntler by B0 A. Marshall, Tine Incorporated,
1962, Ar the end of the war, over 4,000 repairiaied American POWSs were detrmiisl concemang
wlwnn My hawd soun wlnle a POW, or wlman ey had seen Ball on e Iattlebeid & they were
captured, Mone reporied secing SFC Bittrich, As pearly as we can delermine, SFC Marvin E,
Dittrich was never alive in encmy hards, but apparemtly fell, unreported or unobsorvod, during this
fighting withdrawal Effars s resolution, inchuling preparations fior furure wark in Nomh Korea,
enminue

Continulng elforts to resslve Koremn War loss casess In an effori to achieve the fulles
poemible accuntiog of mesmg UGS, sorvcemen, DPMO ad the Joast POWMIA Accountog
Conuisaied (JPAC), fermerly s Army's Cenlral [dentibcalion Laboratory, Hewai (CILHIY, have
megotinted with the government of North Korca for access to crash sites, battlefickds, and prison

PRFTER STt Tl

3 April 2012

Yollow

' Thie “Johnnlz Sohason Lisr™ was eompiled by Army S0T Wayne A “lohnmie™ Johnson, who was sapured in &y
Suly 1950 end rrpatriatod in Asgasd 1953, [is list had noasty S00 aames, of the 0-called “Tiger Group™ (muasly

frum e 24 [ faniry [Divigion) who weno copiuned carky is the war. The men dn thia i dicd af o en Foals
Fowth Koveim FOW camps.  The “Mbsdng bn Ao thos, Cepllvliy™ regoat was creabed froms ihe dobriclings oF aliapost
wvrry FOW b returiod o didlitary cotitaed duiing Operaihon Listle Swiich (smne gapa) sod Operation Big Swich
{pretiy compleiel, They were sdked o reviee MLA rosiers and o prind ool everyong whom ihey remosbored as
POWe, or whose Toss they recalled et prior w capitsre.,

Case Summary Reports




Korean War Analysis
Keeping the Promise

“ The entire battalion was engaged in a night
long fight against a greatly superior force of
Chinese and it was only a heroic stand such
as made by your brother that enabled his
battalion to survive and fight for a way of life
we know is right.” *

* Letter to next of kin of a 5t" Cavalry
Regiment Soldier killed in action at Unsan, 4
November 1950, written by his company
commander.




Defense Prisoner of War /
Missing Personnel Office

“Keeping the Promise”




