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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H15047 December 16, 2009 
CASH INCENTIVES 

The recommendation supports the services’ 
use of cash incentives to meet the extraor-
dinary recruiting and retention challenges 
they have faced since September 11, 2001. The 
services are commended for their successful 
efforts to grow and maintain the finest fight-
ing force in the world under very difficult 
circumstances. Because the services are gen-
erally meeting or exceeding their recruit-
ment and retention goals, it is the belief 

that now is an opportune time to examine 
whether the use and size of these cash incen-
tives can be reduced to maximize their man-
ning utility while lowering costs. Therefore, 
the Secretary of Defense is directed to pro-
vide a report to the Committee on Appro-
priations of both the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate that describes these 
cash incentives, to include the number of 
cash incentives used for recruiting and re-
tention, the average amount provided for 
each Military Occupational Specialty (MOS), 

and the length of contract when these incen-
tive options are accepted by recruits and 
those reenlisting. This report shall also in-
clude a quantitative analysis of the optimal 
size of these incentives and an actuarially- 
based estimate of the impact on recruiting 
and retention of a 10 percent and a 20 percent 
reduction of the amounts provided per incen-
tive. This report shall be submitted no later 
than 120 days after the enactment of this 
Act. 
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