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NoOTE FrROM THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE OPERATIONS

This committee print contains the legislative text of the Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 as
passed by the House of Representatives on September 24, 2008, the
Senate on September 27, 2008, and enrolled for the President’s sig-
nature. In addition, it includes the Joint Explanatory Statement
submitted in the Congressional Record on September 23, 2008, by
Mr. Skelton, Chairman of the House Committee on Armed Services
(for himself, Mr. Hunter, Ranking Member of the House Committee
on Armed Services, Mr. Levin, Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Armed Services and Mr. Warner, Acting Ranking Member of the
Senate Committee on Armed Services).

On May 22, 2008, the House passed H.R. 5658, the Duncan
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009.
On September 17, 2008, the Senate passed S. 3001, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009. Following prece-
dent in previous years regarding Defense Authorization Acts, the
Senate would have traditionally taken up H.R. 5658, struck and re-
placed its contents with the recently passed S. 3001, passed it
under unanimous consent, insisted upon its amendment, motioned
to go to conference, and appointed conferees. However, because of
opposition in the Senate to initiate a formal conference, managers
of the bill in the House of Representatives and the Senate, in col-
laboration with chairmen and ranking members, or their designees,
of committees who would have been outside conferees had there
been a formal conference, reconciled the differences between H.R.
5658 and S. 3001 through an informal conference. The result of
these negotiations comprised the House amendment to S. 3001,
which was considered and passed under suspension of the Rules of
the House of Representatives on September 24, 2008, by a vote of
392-39. By unanimous consent, the Senate agreed with the House
amendment to S. 3001 on September 27, 2008.

The following pages are organized in the manner of a traditional
conference report to maintain legislative history and transparency.
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