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SPECIAL INTEREST ITEMS 

Items for which additional funds have been provided as shown 
in the project level tables or in paragraphs using the phrase ‘only 
for’ or ‘only to’ in this report are congressional interest items for 
the purpose of the Base for Reprogramming (DD 1414). Each of 
these items must be carried on the DD Form 1414 at the stated 
amount, specifically addressed in the conference report. These 
items remain special interest items whether or not they are re-
peated in a subsequent conference report. 

REPROGRAMMING GUIDANCE FOR ACQUISITION ACCOUNTS 

The conferees direct the Department of Defense to continue to 
follow the reprogramming guidance specified in the report accom-
panying the House version of the fiscal year 2006 Department of 
Defense Appropriations bill (H.R. 109–119). Specifically, the dollar 
threshold for reprogramming funds will remain at $20,000,000 for 
procurement, and $10,000,000 for research, development, test and 
evaluation. The Department shall continue to follow the limitation 
that prior approval reprogrammings are set at either the specified 
dollar threshold or 20% of the procurement or research, develop-
ment, test and evaluation line, whichever is less. These thresholds 
are cumulative. Therefore, if the combined value of transfers into 
or out of a procurement (P–1) or research, development, test and 
evaluation (R–1) line exceeds the identified threshold, the Depart-
ment of Defense must submit a prior approval reprogramming to 
the congressional defense committees. In addition, guidelines on 
the application of prior approval reprogramming procedures for 
congressional special interest items are established elsewhere in 
this report. 

CRUISE MISSILE DEFENSE 

The conferees concur with requirements stated by the House 
with regard to cruise missile defense. The conferees direct that the 
required report on this matter be provided in classified and unclas-
sified format. 

PROMPT GLOBAL STRIKE 

The conferees agree to provide no funding for testing, fabrica-
tion or deployment of a Conventional Trident Modification (CTM) 
program. As an alternative, the conferees have provided 
$100,000,000 in a new Prompt Global Strike program element 
within the Research, Development, Test and Evaluation, Defense- 
Wide appropriation only for development of promising conventional 
prompt global strike technologies. This alternative consolidates 
funding for conventional prompt global strike efforts under the cog-
nizance of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, 
and Logistics) by shifting funding from the Navy CTM program 
and the Air Force Common Aero Vehicle program. Funding for the 
FALCON program remains within the Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency. Funds in the new conventional prompt global 
strike program element shall be applied to propulsion and guidance 
systems, mission planning, re-entry vehicle design, modeling and 
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simulation efforts, command and control, and launch system infra-
structure. Additionally, funding may be applied towards efforts 
such as strategic policy compliance, intermediate range missile con-
cepts, advanced non-nuclear warheads, and other mission enabling 
capabilities. 

The conferees direct that the Department submit a report to 
the congressional defense committees within 90 days of enactment 
of this Act that discusses the technology thrusts and investment 
objectives for the conventional prompt global strike effort. The re-
port shall provide details on the test programs and platforms; spe-
cific activities to be undertaken in fiscal year 2008; and the mid- 
and long-term science and technology strategic plans. In addition, 
the report shall clearly address the prospective allocation of funds, 
both near and long-term, among the technology thrust areas and 
platforms. 

FUNDING INCREASES 

The conferees direct that the funding increases outlined in 
these tables shall be provided only for the specific purposes indi-
cated in the table. 
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NATIONAL EYE EVALUATION AND RESEARCH NETWORK 

The conferees recognize the need to provide for our military 
readily accessible evaluation and testing for serious retinal injuries 
and diseases, as well as the need for a central repository for clinical 
trial data. Therefore, the conferees have provided $2,400,000 for 
the National Eye Evaluation and Research Network. 

FUTURE COMBAT SYSTEMS (FCS) 

The conferees recommend $3,357,398,000 in research and de-
velopment funding for Army Future Combat Systems instead of 
$3,092,322,000 as proposed by the House and $3,565,018,000 as 
proposed by the Senate. Additionally, the FCS program for fiscal 
year 2008 includes for the first time procurement funds for 
facilitization and long lead items, which the conferees approved as 
requested, as detailed elsewhere in this report. Program funding 
for fiscal year 2008 supports the first of three planned technology 
spin outs which will deliver the benefits of FCS technology to other 
Army elements. Milestone 1 spin outs are planned to include Net-
work Capability Integration kits for Abrams Tanks, Bradley Fight-
ing Vehicles and HMMWVs. The conferees concur with the early 
integration of FCS technology across the total force, while con-
tinuing on a path towards fielding full FCS capability. The con-
ferees designate FCS funding as a congressional special interest 
item for the purpose of prior approval reprogrammings as discussed 
elsewhere in this report. 

GLOBAL COMBAT SUPPORT SYSTEM—ARMY (GCSS–A) 

The conferees recommend $94,689,000 for GCSS–A, as pro-
posed by the House, instead of $59,689,000 as proposed by the Sen-
ate. The conferees note that this is an increase of $46,703,000, al-
most 100 percent, over the amount provided in fiscal year 2007. 
The conferees direct the Army to provide to the congressional de-
fense committees a revised fiscal year 2008 spend plan based on 
fiscal year 2008 appropriations no later than thirty days after en-
actment of this Act. 

ORGANIC PRECISION INDIRECT FIRE CAPABILITY 

Recent Operational Needs Statements from theater identified 
a requirement for an organic precision indirect fire capability for 
infantry brigades in the near term. The conferees understand that 
the Army has conducted an analysis of several potential systems, 
to include the 120mm Precision Guided Mortar Munition (PGMM), 
that could address this capability gap. The conferees further under-
stand that based on cost, performance, technological readiness, 
compatibility with existing systems and near-term fielding avail-
ability, the Army considers PGMM the best solution. If additional 
funds are needed during fiscal year 2008 to ensure that sufficient 
funds are available to complete development of the PGMM, the 
Committees on Appropriations would entertain a reprogramming 
request. 
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BONE MARROW REGISTRY 

The conferees reiterate the direction proposed by the House re-
garding funding provided for the C.W. Bill Young Bone Marrow 
Donor Recruitment and Research program. 

ADVANCED PRECISION KILL WEAPONS SYSTEM 

The conferees agree to provide $6,000,000 above the Presi-
dent’s request for continued development of the Advanced Precision 
Kill Weapons System (APKWS) in Research, Development, Test 
and Evaluation, Navy. If additional funds are needed during fiscal 
year 2008 to ensure that sufficient funds are available to maintain 
progress in developing the program, the Committees on Appropria-
tions would entertain a reprogramming request. 
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COMBAT SEARCH AND RESCUE (CSAR–X) 

The budget request includes $290,059,000 for development of 
a new platform to perform the combat search and rescue mission. 
Due to bid protests upheld by the Government Accountability Of-
fice, contract award for system development and demonstration has 
been delayed well into the summer of 2008. Due to this delay, a 
significant amount of the request cannot be executed during fiscal 
year 2008. Accordingly, the conferees reduce the request by 
$185,059,000. The conferees transfer $99,000,000 of this reduction 
to Aircraft Procurement, Air Force, for much needed modifications 
to the HH–60 fleet which, due to delays in the CSAR–X program, 
will perform the combat search and rescue mission for many years 
longer than planned. An explanation of the HH–60 modifications 
provided for is included in the Aircraft Procurement, Air Force sec-
tion of the Joint Explanatory Statement of Managers. 

SPACE SITUATIONAL AWARENESS 

The conferees are committed to improving the nation’s ability 
to survey space and characterize events and objects that could jeop-
ardize our ability to operate in space. Enhancing these capabilities 
is critical, particularly following the Chinese anti-satellite weapon 
demonstration last January. The conferees agree to add over 
$100,000,000 above the President’s budget request to accelerate our 
space situational awareness capabilities in programs such as the 
following: Self Aware Space Situational Awareness, Space Fence, 
Operationally Responsive Space, Space Control Test Capabilities, 
Rapid Identification, Detection and Reporting System (RAIDRS) 
Block 20, Maui Space Surveillance System, Space Situational 
Awareness research, Panoramic Survey Telescope and Rapid Re-
sponse System, and the High Accuracy Network Discrimination 
System. 

OPERATIONALLY RESPONSIVE SPACE 

The conference agreement provides Operationally Responsive 
Space funds for efforts associated with responsive launch. The con-
ferees encourage the Operationally Responsive Space program to 
continue to work with DARPA on the FALCON small launch vehi-
cle program. 

BALLISTIC MISSILE RANGE SAFETY TECHNOLOGY 

The conferees direct that $3,000,000 of the funds made avail-
able for Spacelift Range Systems is restricted from obligation or ex-
penditure until 30 days after notification to the congressional de-
fense committees of the results from the Ballistic Missile Range 
Safety Technology certification process. This is in lieu of the 
$10,000,000 restriction proposed by the House. 

GLOBAL BROADCAST RECEIVE SUITE 

The conferees are encouraged with the progress the Air Force 
Global Broadcast System (GBS) Joint Program Office (JPO) has 
made on the development of the Suitcase Portable Receive Suite 
(SPRS). These efforts have led to the fielding of promising proto-
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types currently undergoing tests. The conferees urge the Air Force 
to continue to accelerate the development, procurement and field-
ing of this vital system and to reduce the size and weight of the 
system, leading to a smaller, lighter rucksack-portable capability as 
soon as possible. 

MEDSTARS INTEGRATION WITH THE GLOBAL COMBAT SUPPORT 
SYSTEM 

As the exposure to non-conventional weapons increases, service 
members need a front line medical system to enable the rapid 
relay, monitoring, and assessment of the health of the combat 
force. Therefore, the conferees provide $1,600,000 to develop and 
deploy a system to provide our forces with instant access to health 
care information and trauma reports. 
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FOCUS CENTER RESEARCH PROGRAM 

The conference agreement provides $18,000,000 for the FOCUS 
Center Research Program, which is $8,000,000 above the request. 
The FOCUS Center Research Program is a jointly funded program 
between the Department of Defense and the semiconductor indus-
try to support university research to advance semiconductor tech-
nology. The conferees strongly encourage the Department of De-
fense to fully fund the $20,000,000 requirement for the program 
within the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency’s Defense 
Research Sciences Program Element (0601011E) in future budget 
submissions. 

MULTIPLE KILL VEHICLE 

The conferees agree to reduce the budget request for the Mul-
tiple Engagement Payload (MEP) for the Standard Missile-3 by 
$62,900,000, the entire budget request for that program. The con-
ferees are concerned that the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) does 
not have the resources to adequately fund both MEP and the Mul-
tiple Kill Vehicle (MKV) for the Ground-Based Interceptor (GBI) 
and the Kinetic Energy Interceptor (KEI). Thus, the conferees 
agree to increase the MKV for the GBI and KEI by $25,000,000 in 
order to restore reductions that the MDA has annually taken out 
of this program. The conferees further agree with the Senate lan-
guage that directs that no funding in the Aegis Ballistic Missile 
Defense program element can be used for the MKV program. Addi-
tionally, the conferees direct that the Multiple Kill Vehicle, PE 
0603894 is designated as a congressional special interest item sub-
ject to prior approval reprogramming procedures. 

CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL DEFENSE PROGRAM 

The conference agreement provides an increase of $20,000,000 
for the Chemical and Biological Defense Initiative. The Secretary 
of Defense is directed to allocate these funds among the programs 
that yield the greatest gain in our chem-bio defensive posture. The 
conferees further direct that such funds may not be obligated until 
15 days after a report, including a description of projects to be 
funded, is provided to the congressional defense committees. 

DEFENSE ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS AGENCY 

The conferees provide $2,979,808,000 for DARPA, a reduction 
of $105,809,000 from the request. The conferees direct the Director 
of DARPA to submit to the congressional defense committees no 
later than 60 days after enactment of this Act a report that details 
by program element and program the application of undistributed 
reductions made in this Act. 

INDUSTRIAL BASE INNOVATION FUND 

The conferees provide $24,000,000 for the Industrial Base In-
novation Fund to ensure that investments are made to address 
shortfalls in manufacturing processes and technologies in support 
of the Department’s long-term and short-term needs. The conferees 
direct that funds may not be obligated from the Industrial Base In-
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novation Fund until 15 days after a report detailing the projects to 
be funded is provided to the congressional defense committees. 

NEW STARTS 

The conferees direct that no more than 15 percent of funding 
provided under this heading for new start programs under the cog-
nizance of the Director, Defense Research and Engineering, may be 
obligated until five days after the congressional defense committees 
receive a report that details those programs’ descriptions and objec-
tives as well as performance metrics, transition schedules and sun-
set provisions. 
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