








The Secretary of Defense is directed to use the normal prior approval
reprogramming procedures to transfer funds in the Services’ military personnel accounts

between budget activities in excess of $10,000,000.

MILITARY PERSONNEL SPECIAL INTEREST ITEMS

Items for which additional funds have been provided or have been specifically
reduced as shown in the project level tables or in paragraphs using the phrase “only for”
or “only to” in the explanatory statement are congressional special interest items for the
purpose of the Base for Reprogramming (DD Form 1414). Each of these items must be
carried on the DD Form 1414 at the stated amount as specifically addressed in the
explanatory statement. Below Threshold Reprogrammings may not be used to either
restore or reduce funding from congressional special interest items as identified on the

DD Form 1414.

NOTIFICATION OF RESERVE COMPONENTS

The reserve components provide an operational capability and strategic depth in
support of the national defense strategy. Decisions to utilize these forces must adhere to
judicious and prudent criteria. As such, the agreement directs the Secretary of Defense to
continue following the Department’s longstanding policy to instruct the Services to
adequately notify, in writing, members of the reserve components who are called or
ordered to active duty, under section 12302(a) of title 10, United States Code. The
notification must include the expected period during which the member will be

mobilized, including the authorization of an alert notification up to 24 months prior to the



mobilization date, and a minimum of 30 days notification prior to involuntary

mobilization to support emergent requirements.

SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION AND RESPONSE PROGRAM

The agreement fully funds the budget request of $263,325,000 for Sexual Assault
Prevention and Response programs at the Service level and provides an additional
$25,000,000 for the Defense Human Resources Activity in the Operation and
Maintenance, Defense-Wide appropriation for the Sexual Assault Special Victims’

Counsel Program across the Services.

BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING

The practice of using annual housing market surveys to calculate basic allowance
for housing (BAH) rates neglects the specific challenges of rural states and regions,
where housing areas adjacent to military facilities may not reflect the average cost of
housing in more populous nearby communities, making it more difficult for
servicemembers to find affordable housing within the BAH rate. Therefore, the Secretary
of Defense is directed to provide a report to the congressional defense committees not
later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act on the analytics and factors that are

considered in determining BAH rates for installations in rural states and regions.
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NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL, AIR FORCE

The agreement on items addressed by either the House or the Senate is as follows:

|
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REMOTELY PILOTED AIRCRAFT MISSIONS

Language in House Report 114-139 directed the Secretary of Defense to submit a

report to the congressional defense committees on the cost-effectiveness of using Air

National Guard units to conduct remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) missions along the

United States — Mexico border in support of Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

missions. The Committees have subsequently received briefings on the utilization and

capabilities of Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve RPA units. In lieu of the

reporting requirement in House Report 114-139, the agreement directs the Secretary of

the Air Force to provide, not later than 90 days after the enactment of this Act, a briefing

to the House and Senate Appropriations Committees on capabilities that Air Force

reserve component RPA units could provide in support of DHS border security missions

and the demand from DHS or other Departments for such capabilities.
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