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ULTRAHIGH FREQUENCY (UHF) SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS 
DEMAND ASSIGNED MULTIPLE ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 

 
References: See Enclosure B. 
  
1.  Purpose.  This instruction outlines the minimum requirements for all 
users of nonprocessed UHF military satellite communications 
(MILSATCOM).  This instruction also outlines the process for submitting 
requests for waivers for terminals that fail to completely meet all the 
military standard (MIL-STD) certification requirements for UHF SATCOM 
Demand Assigned Multiple Access (DAMA) terminals as mandated in this 
instruction and specified in references a through g. 
 
2.  Cancellation.  CJCSI 6251.01, 31 July 1996, “Ultrahigh Frequency 
Satellite Communications Demand Assigned Multiple Access 
Requirements,” is canceled. 
 
3.  Applicability.  This instruction applies to all users of nonprocessed 
UHF MILSATCOM. 
 
4.  Policy 

a.  DOD HF satellite communications assets are critical resources 
that must be employed in the most advantageous manner for maximum 
support to the combatant commanders.  UHF DAMA has been selected 
as the method to provide this support.  The use of DAMA techniques for 
UHF MILSATCOM systems will effectively and efficiently multiply the 
SATCOM resources available to the users and was initially mandated in 
MJCS-63-89, reference h.  Guidance addressing the UHF MILSATCOM 
DAMA requirements is provided. 

b.  Service components and/or agencies are responsible for their 
respective users of nonprocessed UHF MILSATCOM and are required to 
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have DAMA terminals that are interoperable in accordance with MIL-
STD-188-181 series, MIL-STD-188-182 series and MIL-STD-188-183 
series.  All users who are unable to comply with this policy are required 
to submit a waiver via their respective combatant commander, Service 
and/or agency.  Waivers will not be granted to operate non-DAMA 
because of the lack of fielded terminals beyond 30 September 2005.  
Terminals utilizing 25-kHz UHF MILSATCOM must be compliant with 
operation in both the automatic and distributed control modes.  All users 
who are unable to comply with this policy are required to submit a 
waiver. 

c.  All control segments and/or tools are required to support 
operations using references a through g and to be interoperable as well.  
Mobile User Objective System control segments and/or tools are required 
to be backward compatible with these standards.  

d.  Waiver Process 

(1)  Technical Waivers 

(a)  Technical waivers are required when the UHF terminal 
equipment or network requirements are not compatible with the DAMA 
waveform.  Users requiring technical waivers will submit the waiver in a 
memorandum format.  Requests for technical waivers will be submitted 
to the Joint Staff, J-6, via the appropriate combatant commander, 
Service and/or agency.   

(b)  At a minimum, the following must be included in the 
technical waiver request: 

1.  Type of network.  

2.  Terminals used.  

3.  Function of the network.  

4.  The SATCOM Database (SDB) number (or 
documentation requesting a new network/SDB number). 

5.  Actual network usage (duty cycle and/or activity level).  

6.  Justification (technical reasons for DAMA 
incompatibility).  

7.  A plan to bring the UHF terminal equipment or 
network requirements into DAMA compliance or a description of the 
specific required operational capabilities that are preventing DAMA 
compliance. 
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8.  Point of contact. 

(c)  Technical waivers must have a combatant commander, 
Service and/or agency recommendation before being forwarded to the 
Joint Staff, J-6. 

(d)  Approved technical waivers will be reflected in the SDB 
and revalidated every 2 years. 

(e)  Approved technical waivers do not authorize or guarantee 
satellite access.  Access is granted by the servicing combatant 
commander or agency. 

(2)  Combatant Commander Approved Temporary Waivers 

(a)  Temporary waivers are used for short periods (30 days or 
less) and could be technical in nature.  Users requiring temporary 
waivers because of terminal fielding or network not yet completely DAMA 
compliant will submit a temporary waiver application to the appropriate 
combatant commander and/or agency for validation and approval and 
an information copy to the Joint Staff, J-6 Directorate. 

(b)  The temporary waiver will be requested via the Satellite 
Access Request (SAR) and must include reason for waiver, anticipated 
DAMA compliant date (month/year) and number of terminals currently 
DAMA compliant.  Temporary waivers must be submitted with each SAR 
until network is DAMA compliant. 

(c)  Combatant commanders must recognize that approving 
DAMA waivers limits overall apportioned UHF capacity.  They should 
therefore scrutinize and seek to resolve non-DAMA nets. 

(d)  Combatant commanders will not approve 3 consecutive 
waivers totaling more than 90 days.  All temporary waivers that exceed 
this 90-day threshold will be submitted to the Joint Staff for 
consideration in accordance with technical waiver procedures. 

(3)  Certification Waivers 

(a)  Certification waivers are required when terminals fail to 
completely meet all the requirements of either the baseline or any later 
version of MIL-STD-188-181 through -183 series (references a through 
g).  The Joint Interoperability Test Command (JITC) will formally report 
deficiencies to the Program Manager with a copy provided to the Joint 
Staff, J-6S Directorate. 
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(b)  The Program Manager will submit the waiver request, via 
the supporting Service, to the Joint Staff, J-6S Directorate.  The waiver 
request must: 

1.  Describe the specific shortcomings of the terminal in 
terms of the portions of the MIL-STDs that the terminal does not meet. 

2.  Define the operational requirements in general terms 
(i.e., type of service, number of terminals, net participants, periodicity) 
and refer to approved requirements in the SDB. 

3.  Define the technical and/or operational impact to the 
overall system.  The engineers developing the DAMA controllers will 
assist with the impact to the interim and final control systems. 

4.  Describe the plans to bring the terminal into full 
compliance. 

5.  Describe the fiscal and schedule consequences if the 
waiver is not granted. 

6.  Provide alternative terminal options (if any) to meet the 
requirement. 

(c)  The Joint Staff, J-6S Directorate, will evaluate each waiver 
request on a case-by-case basis, with operational assessment assistance 
(if needed) from the unified combatant commanders and DAMA controller 
developers. 

(d)  The Joint Staff will coordinate all terminal certification 
waivers with the combatant commanders and Service Chiefs.   

(e)  The Chief of Space Systems Division, Joint Staff, J-6S 
Directorate, will be the approving authority for all certification waivers.  

(f)  Terminal certification waivers will only be valid for a set 
amount of time (usually 2 years) or until certain events take place.  
Waivers will be revoked if it becomes apparent that use of the terminal 
has a deleterious impact on other UHF MILSATCOM DAMA users. 

(4)  Address Waivers 

(a)  Address waivers are required for terminals that access 
DAMA controllers during JITC testing. 

(b)  The Program Manager will submit the waiver request, via 
the supporting Service, to the Joint Staff, J-6S Directorate.  Address 
waiver requests will include the following: 
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1.  Specific testing required for certification. 

2.  Estimated testing completion date. 

(c)  Requests for waivers will be submitted to the Joint Staff,  
J-6S Directorate, for evaluation. 

e.  DAMA orderwire transmission security.  For all UHF SATCOM 
DAMA systems, the channel control information (orderwire) is 
unclassified national security-related information of value to an 
adversary.  Significant risk of telecommunications exploitation of the 
uplink and downlink channel control signals exists.  All channel control 
information will be encrypted as defined in the UHF DAMA terminal 
military standards. 
 
5.  Responsibilities.  All DOD and non-DOD organizations, activities and 
agencies that use or plan to use nonprocessed UHF MILSATCOM will 
comply with this instruction. 
 
6.  Summary of Changes.  This instruction incorporates new guidance on 
the UHF MILSATCOM DAMA waiver process and required MIL-STDs. 
 
7.  Releasability.  This instruction is approved for public release; 
distribution is unlimited.  DOD components (to include the combatant 
commands), other federal agencies and the public may obtain copies of 
this instruction through the Internet from the CJCS Directives Home 
Page -- http://www.dtic.mil/doctrine.  Copies are also available through 
the Government Printing Office on the Joint Electronic Library CD-ROM. 
 
8.  Effective Date.  This instruction is effective upon receipt. 
 

For the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 
 
 
 
  
 GEORGE W. CASEY, JR. 
 Lieutenant General, USA 
 Director, Joint Staff 
 
Enclosures: 
 A References 
 GL Glossary 
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                                                     A-1 Enclosure 

ENCLOSURE 
 

REFERENCES 
 
a. MIL-STD-188-181, 18 September 1992, “Interoperability Standard for 
Dedicated 5 kHz and 25 kHz UHF Satellite Communications Channels” 

b. MIL-STD-188-181A, 31 March 1997, “Interoperability Standard for 
Dedicated 5 kHz and 25 kHz UHF Satellite Communications Channels” 

c. MIL-STD-188-181B, 20 March 1999, “Interoperability Standard for 
Dedicated 5 kHz and 25 kHz UHF Satellite Communications Channels” 

d. MIL-STD-188-182, 18 September 1992, “Interoperability Standard for 
5 kHz UHF DAMA Terminal Waveform” 

e. MIL-STD-188-182A, 31 March 1997, “Interoperability Standard for 5 
kHz UHF DAMA Terminal Waveform” 

f. MIL-STD-188-183, 18 September 1992, “Interoperability Standard for 
25 kHz UHF TDMA/DAMA Terminal Waveform” 

g. MIL-STD-188-183A, 20 March 1998, “Interoperability Standard for 
25 kHz UHF TDMA/DAMA Terminal Waveform” 

h. MJCS-63-89, 17 April 1989, “UHF Satellite Communications 
Demand Assigned Multiple Access (DAMA) Requirement” 
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 GL-1 Glossary 

GLOSSARY  
 

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 
 

DAMA Demand Assigned Multiple Access 
DOD  Department of Defense 
 
JITC  Joint Interoperability Test Command 
 
MILSATCOM  military satellite communications 
MIL-STD   military standard 
 
SAR  Satellite Access Request 
SATCOM   satellite communications 
SDB    SATCOM database 
 
UHF    ultrahigh frequency 
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